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ADVERTISEME NT. 


[: may be neceffary to infotm the public, that 
this volume of Preternatural Cafes in Mid- 
wifery, compleats the plan of Dr.. Smellie’s work, 
and fulfils the promife which he made in the pre- 
face prefixed to the preceding volume. He there 
obferves, “© The other part (meaning that which 
is now prefented) was almoft compleated, and tho” 
‘he fhould not live to fee it im print, would certainly 
appear to fulfil his {cheme and promife to the pub- — 
lic.” This hint was more prophetical than his 
friends could have wifhed. Some years ago, he 
retired from bufinefs in London, to his native coun- 
try, where he employed his leifure hours in me- 
thodifing and revifing his papers, and in finifhing 
his Collection of Cafes for this publication. The 
‘manufcript was tranfmitted to the perfon who pre- 
pared the two former volumes for the prefs, and 
even delivered to thé printer, when the Doétor died 
advanced in years, at his own houfe near Lanerk 
in North Britain. 

The judicious reader, in comparing this with 
the former part, would plainly perceive it is ge- 
nuine, even if there was no other proof of its 
authenticity. Ele would recognife in it, the pro- 
fecution of the original defign, the fame honeft 
plainnefs, candour, perf{picuity and precifion, which — 
-diftinguifhed the two former volumes. He will 
fee how unjuftly a fet of obfcure and envious prac- 
titioners have charged our author with a-danger- 
ous predilection for the ufe of inftruments in “the 

m2 practice 
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practice of midwifery: a charge which it is amaz- 
ing that any perfon fhould have the effrontery to 
advance; inafmuch as the whole work is inter- 
fperfed with repeated cautions againft all fuch ex- 
trancous aids, and it appears in this laft volume, 
that he never had fecourfe to them without re- 
Ju@tance, even in Cafes of the moft urgent necel- 
fity, after every other method had been tried in- 
effectually. 

This, with the two former volumes, we may 
venture to call a compleat Syftem of Midwifery. It 
is the fruit of forty years experience, enriched with 
an incredible variety of practice, and contains di- 
yeétions and rules of conduét to be obferved in 
every cafe that can poffibly occur *in. the exercife~ 
of the obftetric art; rules that have not been de- 
duced from the theory of a heated imagination, 
but founded on folid obfervation, confirmed by 
mature reflection, and reiterated experience. 

On the whole, Swmellie’s Midwifery ftands in no 
need of invidious comparifon, which the author 
has ever carefully avoided ; nor does it depend for 
fuccefs, upon cabal, or mifreprefentation; arts 
which have been fhamefully practifed againft it to 
the confufion and difgrace of its enemies: but 
the great demand for the two volumes already 
publifhed, and the high efteem in which it is held 
by foreigners, who have tranfla‘ed them into dif- 
ferent languages, afe fuch proofs of extraordinary . 
“merit, as all the efforts of envy will not be able 
to overthrow. 
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[Vide Vol: I. Book 3. Chap. 3. Seét. 5.] 


Laborious Cafes, in which the head of 
the child prefented, and the child 
_was delivered with the affiftance of 
the hand, blunt hook, or crotchet. 

iV. ide Attatomical Figures, Tab: 12, 16, and 28; alfo 39-] 

CA SEL 

‘A Dropfical Head opened with the Sciflars, 


delivered by the labour pains, with the 
affiftance of the hand, 1746. 


["\ ARLY in the morning, a midwife fent 
(1, for me to a poor woman, and allowed 
"me to bring. one of my pupils as an 
afliftant. | 

The patient had resi! all night 1 in ftrong 
labour, and, after the wii were broke, 
the midwife alfo told me, that fhe pipes 
the head’ prefented wrong, ‘having found th 
_ontanel turned to the Pubis. 

At firft, when I. examined, I was of her 
opinion, and imagined with her, that this po- 
fition retarded the delivery; but, on a feéond 

trial, and intradacing my finger backwards 

Vou Lk. .. B towards 
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towards the Sacrum, I found a large open 
{pace alfo betwixt the bones of the head. 
Both the midwife and afliftant being fen- 
fible of the fame, I told them, -that the dif- 
ficulty of the cafe was occafioned by the head’s 
being dropfical, and fo much diftended, that 
it would not pafs, unlefs the hairy fcalp was 
forced out with the contained waters, or per- 
forated, to allow their difcharge. The mid- 
wife faid, if that was the cafe, it would be 
proper to relieve the woman of her mufery 
as foon as pollible, efpecially as fhe appeared 
to be much exhaufted with the length of the 
labour, and had fainted feveral times. | 
Having again examined in time of a few 
pains, and Andie that the hairy fcalp did not 
path down, that the pains grew weaker, and 
the patient being feized with another faint- 
ng fit, I alfo thought it was wrong to de- 
13y the delivery any longer. The weather 
being warm, and the woman unprovided 
with cloaths to fpunge up the moulture, I 
had her laid acrofs the bed, with her breech 
a little over the fide, and, in time of a pain, 
introduced two fingers of my left hand into 
the Vagina. ‘Thefe I prefled again{f the open 
{pace betwixt the bones of the Cranium, 
then, with my other hand, introduced the 
points of the fciffars along my left, and be- 
twixt the two hngers, to prevent their hurt- 
. ‘ing 
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CASES in MIDWIFERY. 3 
ing the woman. The pain abating, I wait- 
ed till another returned, and, when it was 
at the {trongeft, I perforated the fcalp, by 
pufhing the point of the fciffars through the 
integuments. The waters immediately gufh- 
ed out, about three pints, in a full ftream, 
into a two quart bafon, which the midwife 
held to receive them. 

The head being thus emptied, was forced 


- down into the Vagina, and this being her 


firft child, it was, in a few pains more, de- 
livered. During thefe, however, a pint more 
of water was {queczed out, fo as to fill the 
veflel, 

As the pains were weak, I GAG, by pul- 
ling at the opening with my fingers. The 


_ child had been dead feveral days. 


Ie Re OS 8 


_ Another Dropfical Head opened. with the 


Sciflars, and delivered with the affiftance of 
the blunt hook. — 


The fame midwife called me to another 
woman two years after, having, by her ex- 
perience of the former cafe, found it was 
alfo a dropfical head, the bones of the Cra- 
nium being feparated at a great,diftance from 


- one another. 


The woman had mot et the child ftir 
or move for feveral days, and but very weak- 
ly for a week or two before; the membranes 

ie ae had 
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had broke the day before; the pains had 
been frequent and ftrong; but the head did 
not advance. | 

- In time of a pain I found the hairy f{calp 
very tenfe, and the Os Urerz fully open ; when 
the. pain abated, the bones of the Cranium 
felt loofe, and eafily moved within the fcalp, 
which was a certain fign that the child had 
been dead for fome time, and that it would — 
be wrong to keep the woman longer in pain. 

As fhe lay on her fide, I perforated the 
{calp, as in the former cafe, and received the 
waters on cloths laid below her for that pur- 
pofe. Although there was a large quantity 
difcharged, and the bones felt in a fhattered 
condition, riding over one another, yet even: 
after many {trong pains, they were only ad- 
vanced to the middle of the Pe/vis. 

I then tried to affift, by pulling at the 
opening with my fingers; but that purchafe 
not being fufficrent, I introduced the blunt 
hook within the fkull. With the affiftance 
of that inftrument and my fingers, I gradu- 
ally extracted the head; and the body being. 
fmall, was eafily dehvered. The child ap- 
peared to have been dead feveral days, from 
the parts being livid, and the fearf-fkin fepa- 
rating on the leaft touch. 

It is worth remarking, that, although the 
woman had the confluent fmall-pox in the 
fifth month of her pregnancy, fhe recovered, 

and 
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and went on to her full time; there was no 


mark of that difeafe to be Seid on the body 
of the child. 
CASE IH. 
A laborious birth, from the large fize of the 
child, and the fmallnefs of the Pe/vis in the 
_ mother: delivered with the blunt hook, 

In the year 1727, I was called, in the 
forenoon, to a woman, at fome diftance in 
the country, who had been feveral days in 
labour. She had been delivered twice before 
with great difficulty, although the children 
were {mall, and before the full time. 

The midwife told me, that the waters 
were gone off two days, and although the 
pains had been very ftrong, it was a long 
time before the head came down into the 
lower part of the Pelvis. She had been in 
hopes that it would have been delivered every 
ftrong pain, during all the foregoing night; 
but as the pains went off, and the woman 
was grown weaker, fhe advifed the friends to 
fend for further affiftance. | 

On examining, I found the Pudenda very 
rouch fwelled, the head low in the Pe/vs, 
and a large tumor on the Vertex, protruded 
through the Os externum. 

The woman's pulfe was low, inter mitting, 
and. like one in a dying condition ; her pains 

ae Guibas were 
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were alfo very weak, and returned at long 
intervals. Iinformed the friends of the great 
danger the woman was in, even if fhe were 
delivered, owing to her extreme weaknefs, 
but told them, as a fpeedy delivery was the 
only method to fave her life, I fhould do all 
in my power. 

As fhe lay on her fide, I tried to force up 
the head, to give more room in the Pelvis, 
for introducing a fillet over the Vertex, but 
it was fo low down, and firmly locked in, 
that I could not move it, 

This method failing, and as there was no 
time to be loft, I opened the head with the 
{ciffars, and introduced the blunt hook on the 
outfide of them; then I tried to deliver, by 
-pulling that inftrument with one hand, while 
with the fingers of the other I affifted in the 
opening; but the hook lofing its hold, I in- 
troduced it on the other fide of the head; 
and, as it did not give way as before, the 
Cerebrum was gradually difcharged at the _ 
opening, as the head advanced; after which — 
the child was foon. and eafily delivered. 

On examining the body, I was certain it 
had been dead many hours before delivery ; 
for the lips and Scrotum were of a livid co- 
lour. The‘ firft hold of the hook was on 
the back part of the neck; the fecond was 
on the fore part, above the lower jaw. 
| ; The 
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The {welled parts of the woman were turn- 
ed black and livid, from which appearance 
. I fufpected a mortification was alfo prebably 
- begun in the Urerus, efpecially as fhe. had 
complained of violent pains in the Abdomen 
the night before; but they had been gone off 
for fome hours, and therefore the affiftants 
did not inform me of this circumftance till 
- after delivery. . 

I was informed next day, that the patient 
gradually grew weaker, turned delirious, and 
died next morning. I am now pretty cer- 
tain, from many examples fince, that, if I 
had been called the day before, the woman 
would have been faved. I am alfo convinc- 
ed, that, if I had known the ufe of the For- 
ceps, I fhould not have been obliged to open 
the child’s head, efpecially as it was fo far 
advanced, and the Pe/vzs not diftorted. 


Oe 5 a Bh a og PE 


_A laborious cafe, the head low; attempted 
firft to turn; tried the fillet ; but was oblig- 
ed to deliver with the crotchet, the child 
being dead, and the Abdomen {welled. 


In the year 1732, I was called to a woman 
who had been long in labour, and had not 
felt the child move or ftir for twelve days, 
fince which time fhe had been thrown into 
great fear, by a fall from a horfe, and, on 

B 4 that 
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that account, the midwife fuppofed the child 
was dead. 
~ Whén I examined the cafe, I found the 
head of the child advanced to the lower part 
of the Pelvis; the difcharge on the cloaths 
was of a browhith colour, and had a ftrong 
mortified fmell: the patient was much ex- 
Haufted with the length of her labour, and 
her pains were weak. 
Having placed her in a fapine pofture, (as 
deferibed in Collect. xxv. N°. 1. Cafe 1.) I 
tried to turn, and bring the child by the feet, 
but could not raife the head above the brim 
ef the Pelvis. In making this effort, I was — 
convinced, that the obftruction of the deli- 
very did not proceed from a narrow Pelvis, 
or a very large head. 
With a good deal of difficulty, I pitrodnds 
eda fillet, in form of a noofe, over thé fore 
and hind parts of the child’s head. 
_ This being effected, I pulled gently every 
pain, which “did not however move or alter 
the pofitioa ; this obliged me to increafe the 
force, by which the fillet flipped from its hold. 
As there was no time to be loft, I opened 
the head, and tried todeliver it as in the fore- 
going cafe; but not fucceeding, I withdrew 
the blunt hook, and introduced a ftreight 
crotchet, by which the head was extracted, 
after ufing a.gooddeal of force. 
On 
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On trying to deliver the body, I was fur- 
prifed, that I could not bring it along; and 
fufpecting the difficulty was owing to the 
bulk or monftrous deformity of the child, I 
introduced the ftreight crotchet along the 
breaft, but it loft its hold, after it had tore | 
open the Thorax. 

I again introduced the fame inftrument 
as high as the length of it would allow, and 
at laft, with great force and labour delivered 
the body. i 

Upon examination, I found the difficulty 
pincerdes from the belly’s being greatly tu- 
mefied after death: and that the crotchet, 
at the firft trial, had only tore open the breatt ; 
but, by opening the 4bdomen in the fecond 
effort, the {welling fubfided. 

The fillet had galled, and torn part of the 
{calp from the Occiput. 


CA SY 


In the year 1753, I was called by a mid- 
wife to a cafe of the fame kind, where I ex- 
tracted the head. with the Forceps; but not 
being able to deliver the body of the child, 
I was obliged firft to tear open the Thorax, 
and afterwards the ddomen. In this opera- 
tion I found, that the curved crotchet fucceed- 
ed better than the ftreight kind. 


CASE 
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CAL S.E. VI. 


A jaborious one; the Uzerus contracted be- 
fore the frenilens of the Fetus. 

A midwife fent for me to an acquaintance 
of hers, at one of the work-houfes, who had 
been five days.in labour, and was neglected 
by the furgeon and midwife of the houfe, in 
the year 1743. 
~The midwife told me, dae the had been 
with her all night; that fhe had loft a great . 
deal of blood; and that fhe thought the child 
was dead, as the woman had not felt it ftir 
for two days. 

On examining, I felt the head low down in 
the Pelvis ; but as fhe was fo very weak, I de- 
fired the furgeon might be {ent for, Wwhé was 
not to be found. 

As there was {till more danger in delaying 
longer, I thought it a pity to refufe giving 
all the afliftance poffible. I firft tried to deli- 
ver with the Forceps, but was furprifed that 
I did not fucceed, when I found the head was 
not large, the inftrument fo eafily introduced, 
and firmly fixed. 

Not fucceeding in the above method, I - 
opened the head, and, in trying to deliver it 
with the afliftanceof my fingers and the blunt 
hook on the infide of the fKull, I could not, 
with allmy ftrength, bring it along. How- 

ever, 
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ever, by extracting the occipital and one of 
the. parietal bones, I had room to introduce 
my hand, fo as to find with my fingers the 
under part of the Urerus ftrongly girt or con- 
tracted round the neck of the Fetus: This I 
gradually dilated ; then bringing down one © 
of the arms, and pulling at that, and the fhat- 
tered bones and fealp, with both my hands I 
at laft extracted the child with greater eafe 
that I expected, | 

In pufhing up my hand to dilate, my fin- 
gers pafied the mouth of the womb that was 
git round the middle of the head, when I 
was furprifed to find another contraction be- 
fore the fhoulders. This was the firft time 
I obferved, that different parts of the Urerus 
would contract fo ftrongly, efpecially the un- 
der part before the fhoulders, a conftriction 
which has been commonly afcribed to the 
mouth of the womb. 

The woman recovered contrary to expecta- 
~tioh, but was long in a weak condition. By 
the livid appearance of the lipsand Pudenda 
of the child, it was pretty certain, that it 
had been dead from the time the mother no 
longer perceived its motion in the Userus. 


CAS EVIL 


In the year 1737, I was called to a cafe 
-gnuch of ate fame kind, only the head of the 
child 
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child was larger, and {queezed into a longifh 
form; the woman was alfo ftronger, and had 
not been exhaufted with floodings; but, as 
fhe had been long in labour, the head low, 
and the labour pains. quite gone off for feve- 
ral hours, I was afraid, if afliftance was de- 
_ layed, fhe would foon be in danger of her life. 
I firft tried to deliver the head with the 
French Forceps, recommended by Mr. Butter, 
in the Medical Effays of Edinburgh; but they 
were fo long and illformed, that I could not 
introduce them fafely to take a proper hold. 
Although this cafe feemed very proper for 
the affiftance of fuch an inftrument, from the 
head’s being fo low; yet as I had not been 
ufed then to that method, I did not repeat the 
trial, but attempted to deliver with the fillet 
or lack, which, though firmly fixed, had no 
power to bring along the head, though I~ 
ufed a confiderable force an pulling by that 


~ hold. | 


This method not fucceeding, I waited fome 
_ time, as the pulling the head with the lack had 
brought on fome pains: but the woman 
growing weaker, and alluring me fhe had not 
found the child ftir for {even or eight days I 
thought: it more than probable, that it was 
dead, and the body fo tumefied as to prevent 

the delivery. 
The woman and her friends being impa- 
tient, [thought it was wrong to run too great 
a 
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a rifk of her’ life, and delivered the child; 
by opening the head, and extraéting the body 
with the affiftancé of the crotchet. I could 
' not deliver the head even after the Cerebrum 
and feveral bones of the Cranium were dif- 
charged, until I had alfo opened the Abdomen. 

The body of the Fetus was all over livid, 
and much fwelled, fo that it had certainly 
been dead the time the woman mentioned. 
She herfelf recovered, as if no fuch difficul- 
ty had happened. 


C A S.E_ VII. 

A laborious one: the head of the child high 
in a narrow Pe/vis; delivered with the hand - 
and blunt hood, or crotchet. .  “ 

Mrs Murebead, midwife in Hamilton, in the 
year 1724, fent-for me to a woman at fome 
diftance in the country, who had been in {e- 
vere labour for twelve hours after the Os Uterz 
had been fufficiently dilated, and the mem- 
branes broke. 

Onexamining, I found the head ftill above’ 
the brim of the Pe/vis, and kept up there by 
_ the projection of the loweft Vertebra of the 
loins, and upper part of the Sacrum. This 
ftraitened the paflage, which felt not above two 
inches and a half from thefe bones to thofe of 
the Pubis. I advifed them to keep her quiet 
in’. bed, to prevent her being fatigued, and’ 

give 
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give time for the head to advance in a- flow 
progreffion, as well as to keep up her ftrength 
by refrefhing fleeps betwixt the pains. Thefe: 
directions had the defired effect: but having 
waited from morning to night, and finding 
the head was only {queezed ddsiat a little, in 
a conical form, into the narrow part of the 
Pelvis, I fent for another gentleman, of the 
profeffion. - 

After we had waited all night to no pur- 
pofe, obferving that the patient grew weaker, 
and that the head did not advance, we thought 
it advifeable to attempt the delivery, rather 
than to wait longer, and run too great a rifk 
of her life: we alfo confidered, that the Pelvis 
was fo narrow, 1t would be impoffible to fave 
the child’s life; and, if it was uncommonly 
large, it would be even dangerous to the life 
of the mother, 

Having placed her in a convenient pofition, 
and, in a cautious manner opened the pro- 
truded f{calp, (which was much tumified) to- 
gether’with one of the parietal bones, with 
the fciflars, I introduced two fingers of my 
left hand, and tried to pull down the head in 
time of the pains; but finding that purchafe 
was not fufficient to move it, I introduced the 
blunt hook, firft within the Cranium, but this 
not fucceeding, was withdrawn ; then I intro- 
duced two fingers on the outfide of the head, 


Qt 
ak 
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at the right fide of the Sacrum, and, along > _ 


the fame, the hook, with my right hand, to 
the upper part of the head. After refting a 
little, until a pain returned, and introducing 
again the fingers of my left hand into the 
opening, I began to pull; but finding this © 
hold of the inftrument forced the head too 
much againft the Pud:s, I moved it forward 
_ toward the right Groin, and then, with my 
fingers and the hook, pulled the head back- 
ward and down towards the lower part of the 
_ Sacrum, at the fame time defiring the woman 
to force down with all her ftrength. 
To prevent as much as poilible any injury 
to the parts of the woman, I repeated thefe 
efforts by intervals, which at laft brought 
along the head, fqueezed in a long and flat 
form. This being effected, the body was 
delivered in a flow manner, but not without 
a good deal of force. 

On examining the child’s head, I found the 
firit hold of the hook was above the ear, and 
the fecond, on the oppofite fide, above the 
under-jaw : the opening with the {cillars was 
made thro’ the left parzeta/ bone. 

_ -My fingers and thumb had fo firm a hold, 
as to affift in pulling the head backwards from 
the Pudis, while the force above, with the 
hook, made the bones collapfe, as the Cere- 
_brum was difchar area through the perforated 
part; 
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part; but although the head was finall, 
required a great deal of force to brine . 
through the narrow part of the Pe/zis. 

The woman recovered tolerably well; but 
_ did not live to have another child. 

[Vide Colle&. xxxiv. N@. 2. Cafe to.) 

CASE. 1X; 

A laborious one; the child delivered with the 
-. eurved crotchet, covered with its fheath to 

guard the point. 

Jn the year 1753, I was called, at three in’ 
the morning, to a woman who had been a 
confiderable time in labour, and felt the head 
of the child prefenting, about a third part of 
it being pufhed, in a longifh form, into a 
very narrow and diftorted Pe/wzs. 

As the patient feemed to be in no appa- 
rent danger, and as both herfelf and friends 
were anxious to have her delivered, and could 
not be perfuaded to have more patience, I 
ordered a mixture to amufe them, and advifed 
the midwife not a fatigue her any more, but 
to keep her as much in bed as poffible. 

When I called again, in the afternoon, T 
found the head advanced a little lower, and 
the woman much refrefhed with ref and 
fleeps betwixt the pains. I ftill encouraged 
her to have more patience, and continue to 
take every now and =e fome of the mixture. 

I was 
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I was-fent for again next morning, about 
two o'clock, and found her ftrength much 
exhaufted; her pains, which had ‘been fre- 
quent and ftrong, were now feldom and weak s 
befides a {mall flooding began to come on. 
The head had not advanced lower, only the 
hairy, {calp was formed, by the long preffure, 
into a large tumor onthe Vertex, which pre- 
vented my knowing the exact pofition; but 
as it was {till high in the Pe/ws, I judged oneé 
of the ears was towards the Sacrum. 

Although I was afraid, that the womait 
could not be delivered with the labour pains, | 
yet as fhe imagined fhe felt the motion of the 
child, I waited many pains, arid tried if puts » 
ting her in different pofitions would forward 
the delivery ; but finding her {pirits flag more 
and more, and the flooding increafe, I be- 
gan to be afraid of lofing the patient, if I 
longer delayed my affiftance, —- : 
_ Having laid her in a proper pofition, as 
defcribed in Colleét. xxv. No. 1. Cafe 3. and 
dilated the Os externum, I forced up the head, 
to be more certain of its pofition; but could 
neither reach the ear nor back part of the 
neck with my fingers, without ufing more 
force, which I durft not venture to exert; on 
account of the flooding. 
_ However, this trial made me fenfible of the 
head’s being fo large, that there was no hope 

Vou, II. C of 
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of faving the child by turning, and bring it 
footling'; and it was impotlible to deliver it 
with the Forceps. : 

To prevent further danger, I opened the 
head of the Fetus with the feiflars, and,.in 
time of the weak pains, tried firft to deliver 
with my fingers and the curved crotchet, co- 
vered with its fheath within the opening; but — 
although, in making different efforts, I pull- 
ed out the froutal, qccipital, and right parietal 
bones, I did not fucceed, until the crotchet 
_ ‘was flipt up on the outfide of the fhattered 

‘remains, above the under-jaw. 

As my fingers were cramped, I refted a_ 
little; after which untying and bringing: down 
the fheath that covered the point of the. in- 
{trument, and finding it hada firm hold, I at 
laft brought out the head. 

Having wrapped a cloth round it, I made 
feveral trials to deliver the body, but could 
not move it with all my force, until I intro- 
duced the fame crotchet along the breaft and 
‘belly, and by opening thefe, as in the 4th 
cafe of this collection, 1 at laft effected the 
delivery, and indeed not without much fa- 
tigtte. 

“By the livid appearance of the child’s body, 
the woman and friends were convinced, that 
it had been dead for fome time, and that the 
difficulty proceeded from the uncommon big- 
neis, as well as the tumefaction of the Abdomen. 

This 
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This was the woman’s firft child; I attend- 
ed her in a fecond and third; her labours 
were tedious; and the children large, but, at 
~ daft, fafely delivered. 


GA Lh, & 


The Pelvis, narrow, and the child large ; deli- 
vered with two crotchets. 

I was called by a midwife to a woman in 
her houfe, in 1745; the child prefented much 
in the fame manner as the foregoing ; fhe had 
pretty ftrong pains, and was every now and 
then attacked with fevere fits of vomiting ; 
but as fhe was in no apparent danger, I or- 
dered afew draughts with the Spir. Minde~ 
vert. 

Being again called, and Bulle that the 
patient was growing weaker, and the being 
much fatigued with the vomiting that fill 
continued, as well as the length of the labour, | 
I firft tryed toturn the child; but in pufhing 
up the head, I found it large, and the Pelvis 
fo narrow that the child could not be faved by 
that method, 

I alfo found that the Forceps or Fillet could 
be of no fervice; however I refted fome time, 
to obferve if after ftretching the parts, they 
would allow more room for the head to ad- 
vance lower; but finding no alteration, and 
fhe. Pee attacked with faintings, I im- 
L2 mediately 
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mediately opened the head, and tried to des 
liver with the blunt hook, asin the former 
cafes. 

This method not fucceeding, and as the 
forehead was at the left fide of the Pe/uzs, I 
introduced one of the curved crotchets along 
the left fide of the Sacrum, above the under 
jaw; but. finding that purchafe pulled the 
head againft the Puérs, I introduced the o- 
ther at the oppofite fide of the Sacrum, and 
moved it gradually over the Occiput of the 
Fetus, to the right Groin of the woman. 

Finding that both the inftruments had a 
firm hold, and locking them together in the | 
fame manner as the Forceps, I began and 
pulled with greater and greater force, which 
brought down the head lower in the Pelvis; 
but as it {topped.there, I unlocked the crot- 
chets, and pulled by the one that was at the 
right fide, by which it was forced backwards 
towards the Sacrum, and delivered. Altho’ 
I ufed all poffible caution, yet it required fo 
great force at the laft pull (this being the firft 
child) that the Perineum was a little rent ; 
but by the prudence of the nurfe, it recovered 
without the woman’s knowledge. 


CASE 
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CASE XI. 


The face of the child prefented; the head 
low in the Pe/vis; and delivered with the 
crotchets. 


In the year 1746, I received a meflage from 
a gentleman of the profeffion, defiring me 
to come and affift him to deliver a a3] 
woman, and to bring two pupils with me 
which the patient had confented to, to ee 
me fome recompence for my trouble 

He had been with her all Aelie her 
pains at firft were ftrong, which growing 
weaker, he tried feveral times to turn the 
child and deliver by the feet; but not fuc- 
ceeding, and being much fatigued, he had 
ee: to my affiftance, 
- Talfo tried the fame method to bring ie 
child footling, turning the woman upon her 
knees and elbows, according to Daventer’s 
advice, that the preffure or ee of the muf- 
cles of the 4bdomen might be diminithed ; but 
after feveral trials, I could not move the head 
fo as to introduce my hand into the Urerus. 

The face was much {welled ; and the chin 
being to the Sacrum, Tintroduced the Forceps 
along the ears at the fides of the Pe/yis ; but 
et ictal efforts, could not move the head 
lower, or alter the chin fo as to turn it to the 
Groin or Pubis. — | 
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I afterwards tried to open the head with 
the fciffars, at the Os frontzs which prefented 
at the ‘Pudis; but the bones were fo’ thick, 
that I could not make an opening fufficient 
to allow a difcharge of the Cerebrum. 

Allthefe different methods failing, I intro- 
duced the two curved crotchets, one on each 
fide, which tore open the bones of the Cranium; 
then the contents were evacuated, the head 
was diminifhed, and the Fetus delivered. 

The gentleman told me afterwards, that 
although the woman had fuffered fo much 
from the length of the labour, and from the 
violence of the delivery, yet fhe recovered as - 
if no fuch difficulty had happened. 


OAS Bit, 


Another of the fame kind, in which the face 
| prefented ; and the child was alfo delivered 
with the help of the crotchets. 


- A midwife, in the year 1747, fent from 
one of the courts at the Sevew Dials for me, 
or one of my oldeft pupils, to affift her in 

delivering a poor woman there. 

As I was then engaged, Mr. Potter went, 
and he finding the face of the child prefent- 
ing, and the patient exhaufted with the length 
of the labour, endeavoured to turn the child; 
but not fucceeding, he fent for Mr. Chapman, 

who had been longer with me; he likewife © 
| attempt- 


a 
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attempted to turn the child and deliver with 
the Forceps ; but failing in his emacs vours, 
my affiftance was required. 

When I arrived at the houfe, the midwife 
told me that the woman had formerly eafy la- 
bours: and that fhe at firft imagined the 
breech of the child prefented, and had waited 
a long time till her patient’s ftrength began 
to fail; but at laft fhe found her miftake, and 
that in place of the breech, the head prefent- 
ed, and had ftopped in that pofition for many 
hours; on which account fhe had defired . 
further affiftance to fave the woman’s life. 

I found the face much fwelled, and the 
chin to the left fide of the Os Coccygis. In 
trying to raife the head, to give more room 
for introducing a blade of the Forceps, I felt 
it fo firmly locked that it was impofhible to 
move it, 

As I did not certainly know whether the 
child was dead, and being defirous to fave it 
if alive, I with fome difficulty introduced one 
blade of the Forceps, over the left-ear at, 
the left Groin, and the other at the right fide 
of the Pelvis of the woman, and right ear 
of the child. After trying feveral times to 
deliver the head with that inftrument, in 
time of the weak pains, and not fucceeding ; 
and being afraid that the patient would 
Jofe- her life, 1f not foon relieved, I introduced 

| C 4 | the 
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the two curved crotchets, and delivered her 
yn the fame manner as in the former cafe. 

The head was fmaller and not ftretched to 
fo great a length; it came eafily out below 
the Pubes, without my being obliged, in the 
extracting, to turn the chin below the Share 
Bone. 

The diotatiers had madea large opening in 
each. of the parietal bones near the Vertex, 
which allowed the greateft part of the con-. 
tents to evacuate, fo that the head was di- 
‘minifhed, and came along with lefs ge ole 
- The woman complained afterwards of 
great pain, both at the Sacrum and Pubes, 
which feemed to proceed from overftraining 
the ligaments of thefe bones; but by keep- 
ing her quiet, and promoting plentiful {weats, 
the at laft recovered. 


CASE XII. 


A laborious one; the Pe/yis narrow, the head — 
| large ; delivered with the crotchet. 


Auguft 1749, a midwife called meto a chair- 
man’s wife, who had been delivered four times 
by different gentlemen who could not fave any 
of the children. Gus 
~ On examining I felt the head of the child 
above the brim OE the Pelvis, and kept for- 
wards over the Pubes, by the jetting of the 
yippet part of the Sacrum, and the laft Verte- 


ore 
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bra of the loins, which formed a very acute 
angle. | 

-Altho’ ‘the woman had been three days i in 
{trong labour, yet fhe feemed to be in no 
danger, and as fhe had got little fleep, I order- 
ed her a draught with Tiné#. Thebaic. Gt. xx. 
and Syr, e Mecomio xj. and defired fhe might 
be kept as ftill as poffible. 

Being called again next morning, I found 
the head advanced a little lower in the dafa, 
but as her pains were ftill good, and as fhe 
_ had got little fleep with the former draught, I~ 
ordered the fame to be repeated ; and leaving 
one of my pupils with her, defired him and 
the midwife to fend for me if they found it 
neceflary. 

They fent for me about eleven at night, 
giving me notice that the patient had flept 
every now and then, betwixt the pains, which © 
were ftrong; but as they were now abated, 
the woman much exhaufted, and.no hopes of 
the delivery, they thought my affiftance was 
necefiary. 7 
_ Near half of the head was now fqueezed 
down ina flat form at the diftorted brim of 
the Pelvis. By my encouraging the patient, 
and giving her fome warm wine, her ftrength 
and {pirits were recruited and the pains grew 
-_f{tronger. 

I attended feveral eee in hopes that the 
head would advance lower, and that if not 

delivered 
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delivered with the pains, yet there might be a 
chance of faving the Fetus with the Forceps: 
for it would have been impoffible to have 
brought it alive by turning in fo narrow a 
Pelvis. 

Finding at laft the woman and pains. grew 
weaker, and that the head ftill continued in 
the fame pofition, the patient alfo begging to 
be relieved, and calling upon me if poffible 
to fave the infant, I thought it would be cruel 
to delay my affiftance longer; and refolved 
to do all in my power to fave the mother and 
the child alfo. — 

As fhe lay on her left fide, acrofs the bed, 
I gradually ftretched open the Os externum, 
_and introducing the fingers of my left hand 
along the left fide of the Sacrum, found the 
jetting in of the lower Vertebra of the loins 
kept the bulk of the head forwards over 
the Offa Pubis; I perceived alfo the head 
was large and much oflified, and that the 
Os frontis was to the left fide of the Pe/vis. 

Although [had fmall hopes of fucceeding, 
yet I tried if the child poflibly could be faved 
by delivering with the Forceps, and firft intro- 
duced the fhort kind; but the diftortion of 
the Pelvis eee’ their taking a proper 
hold, and when I attempted to extract, they 
{lipped off the head; then I introduced a long- 

9 of 
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er pair that were bent to the fide. Vide Col- 
let. 34. Cafe 10. and {upplement to Cafe sth. 

As one of the ears was to the Pudis, and 
the other above the projection of the diftort- 
ed bones at the back part of the Pe/ws, I was 
obliged to fix one blade over the Os froniis, 
and the other over the Os occipitis, by which 
means I obtained a firm hold, asthe bending 
of the Forceps fitted the curvature of the Sa- 
crum; but as the biggeft part of the head was 
ftill above the brim of the Pe/vis, it was 
not in my power to move it down from that 
- pofition. | 

Finding it was in vain to try this method 
longer, and being afraid left the parts of the 
woman fhould be fo bruifed as to occafion a 
mortification, I withdrew the Forceps, and 
refolved to ufe the laft refource and moft dif 
agreeable method, to fave her life. 

As none of the Sutures prefented, fo as to 
enable. me to make an opening through once | 
of them, I was obliged with a confiderable 
force, to make a perforation with the {ciflars 
through one of the parietal bones, into which 
having introduced two of my fingers and a 
crotchet, I endeavoured to deliver; but not 
having a fufficient hold, 1 withdrew the in- 
{trument. 

_ Having introduced my hand at the right — 
fide of the Pe/vis, and the crotchet up betwixt 
my fingers and the child’s head, I fixed the 

point 
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point on the Occiput, which was fo much 
offified, that the inftrument flipt and could 
not penetrate fo as to have a fufficient hold. 

Recollecting, that as the forehead was to 
the left fide, a perforation would be much 
eafier made at the Funtaneile and Sagittal fu- 
ture, I introduced my fingers and curved 
crotchet, with the fame precaution as before. 

The laft Vertebra of the loins jetted in fo 
much, that I was obliged to move the inftru- 
ment more toward the Pudrs : the point turn- 
ing a little to one fide, I moved it again 
_ clofe to the head, to prevent its hurting the 
patient. 
~ When I began to pull, the inftrument be- 
gan to flip, and the point again to alter, on 
which I advanced it much higher than be- 
fore, and placed it right; then I began to ex- 
tract firft in a gentle manner until I found — 
there was a firm hold, afterwards with much 
fatigue and force J delivered the head ; altho’ 
not before the Frontal, Parietal and Occipital 
bones were extracted, In this operation I was 
obliged to alter the crotchet feveral times, 
and the laft fixure of it that fucceeded, was 
on the lower jaw. 

' After refting a little, and not being able to 
deliver the body with my hands, I was 
obliged to take the affiftance of the crotchet. 
to diminifh the bulk of the body alfo. 

. Mr, 
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Mr. Chapman, and others of my pupils 
prefent, as well as myfelf, were furprifed to 
find that the woman recovered fo well, con- 
fidering the length of the labour, and. the 
force that had been ufed before fhe could be 
delivered. 


WO F68 Ee IV; 3 
A delivery with the crotchet: defcribed in a 
letter from Mr. R. P. dated W—, 6th 

january, 1 741 T; , 

Sir, 

According to your defire, I fend an ac- 
count of a late occurrence in the branch for 
which I am indebted to you for inftructions. 
I hope you will favour me with an anfwer, 
and your opinion of the following cafe. 
About a fortnight ago, a poor woman, come 
to her full time of a fecond child, by acci- 
dent received an ugly fall, which occafioned 
- much uneafinefs, but no fymptoms of labour 

appeared till yefterday about eight o’clock in 
the morning, when the membranes broke, 
and the waters difcharged in great quantity. 
At three in the afternoon the pains came on 
pretty faft; the midwife was fent for, and 
as fhe fays, finding things above her reach, 
fent in an hour after for an old practitioner, 
who lived in the neighbourhood, and who, 


- “upon the fcore of a little profpect of gain, 


3 fent 
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fent away themeflenger. He came to me 
about fix or feven ; I went with him; it was 
about four or five miles diftant. I found, 
on examining, a large arm in the pailage, 
and the head, which I thought alfo very big, 
prefenting with the forehead fideways, btft 
turned a little towards the Os Pudzs. The 
pains had intirely ceafed ; I put her in a right 
pofition to try to turn the child: with fome 
little difficulty I introduced my hand, to 
fearch for the feet, but found none near. My 
hand was very ftrongly prefled with a prodi- 
gious ftricture and compreflion of the parts ; 
. however, I got to the groin, and found the — 
legs and feet extended up ina ftraight line, 
fo as I could not poflibly reach them. I then 
returned to the head, and endeavoured to 
pufh it upwards; but the preflure was fo 
great againft me, that I found it impractica- 
ble. I told them the difficulty, which the 
midwife likewife affirmed; and, being at a 
little paufe, fhe propofed calling a neighbour- 
ing furgeon, who had fome littl know- 
lege that way. As I was a ftranger, and 
newly begun to practife, Twas glad to have 
one to confult with, in this dangerous cafe. 
When he came, I told him every thing that 
thad ‘happened, and, after examining, con- 
cluded, that. it was impoffible to deliver by , 
turning. We then agreed, as it was uncer- 

tain 
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tain whether the child was dead or not, to | 
try one blade of the Forceps, which I pafled up © 
under the Os Pubzs with fome violence ; but 
receiving no advantage from this, I gave him 
the fame to hold, and introduced a crotchet, 
‘as I thought, into the eye, but it proved to 
be the mouth; and, at the time when he 
prefled the head from the Os Puédis, I ex- 
tracted. My hold broke once or twice, ‘till 
at laft, I fuppofe, fixing in the Maxilla in- 
ferior, we fucceeded in the attempt. Some 
little flooding had appeared all the while. I 
forgot to mention, that when we came to the 
defperate work, and found the arm obftruct- 
ed us much, I twifted the fame off from the 
fhoulder. No figns of life appeared in the 
child; but it was very large. The woman 
was afterwards as well or better than could 
be expected. The Uferus, in the attempt to 
turn, felt as if it had loft its oval or round 
figure, and feemed as if it inclofed the Fetus 
like a fheath. I was about an hour and a 
half with her; the waters had been gone 
twelve or fourteen hours. This, Sir, is a 
genuine account of a method I was very un-. 
willing to ufe, efpecially with a crotchet. 
Your anfwer will greatly add to my former 
obligations. Query, Whether an attempt 
fhould not have been made immediately when 
the membranes broke? 

| The 


32 CASES in MIDWIFERY: 


The ahfwer was much to the following 
purpofe. | 
Sir, 
- No doubt, if you had been called in foone?; 
there would have been a greater probability 
that you could have turned the child, efpeci+ 
ally if all the waters did not come off at 
once; but, if all the waters came off before 
the arm and. head were locked clofe in the | 
upper part of the Pelvis to keep them up; 
the. difficulty would have been as great at firft 
as after. What you obferve about the Userus 
is right; for when the child’s head prefents; - 
and the breech and legs are extended up te 
the Fundus, the Uterus embraces the child like 
a long fheath, lying up and down in the 43 
domen ; but when the child prefents with any 
other part than the head, then it is more of 
a globular figure, and the child can be eafier 
canes I think you acted very right in firft 
making a trial to turn, and when you could 
not fucceed, to try if one blade of the For- 
ceps would affift, efpecially when the arm was 
. down; tho’ I feldom find, that one blade does 
much fervice, or is fo certain a method as 
when both are applied. No doubt alfo, as 
you could not deliver, and the arm was fo » 
big as to. hinder your operating, it was necefe 
fary to take it off. You do not mention if’ 
you 
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you opened the head before you extracted 7 
with the crotchet, becaufe this always leffens 
its bignefs, and allows it to come along with 
greater eafe: but perhaps that was unnecef- 
fary after the arm was out of the way; and 
it is alfo probable that both blades of the 
Forceps could not be applied before that limb 
was taken off. 


AAS XY, 


From Mr. 7. of Z.1in a letter dated 1748. 
The head of the Fetus high in the Pe/vis, 
and prematurely delivered with the crotchet. 


He was fent for to a woman who had been ~ 
feveral hours in labour, and altho’ fhe had 
{trong pains, the head ftill {topped at the up- © 
per part of the Pe/vis, and did not advance. 

After putting his patient in a proper pofi- 
tion, he introduced both blades of the For- 
ceps; and having flipped them up’ on each 
fide of the child’s head, and locked the han- 
dles together, he began to pull along witha. 
confiderable force. 

As the forehead lay to one fide of the Pe/- 
~ wis, he tried to turn it back to the Sacrum; 

but it could not be moved, being fo firmly 
fixed in the upper part of the Pe/vis. 7 

This method not fucceeding, he brought 
out the Forceps, and refolved to turn the fetus, 
and deliver by extracting it by the feet. 


Vou, IL. This 


34 CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 
This being the woman’s firft. child, he 

found the Os Externum fo rigid that it requir- 

ed many efforts during every pain before it 


could be dilated: this being effeéted, he en- ~ 


deavoured to force with his hand the head 
of the child back into the Uterus, fo as to al- 
low fufficient room.to come at the feet. 

After repeated trials, he could not with all 
his ftrength raife the head fo as to pafs his 
hand on one fide of it; however, during thefe 
efforts, he found the laft Vertebra of the 
Joins project more forwards than common. | 

In confequence of this obfervation he de- 
fifted ; fearing that if he fhould turn the child, . 
it would be impoffible to fave it, on account 
of the great force it would require to bring 
the head thro’ the narrow Pelvis, exclufive of 

the rifque the mother might run of a lacera- 
tion of the Uterus, before the feet could be 
brought down. 

Having fatigued both the woman and him- 
felf, he took fome refpite ; then opening the 
head, introduced the crotchet at the back 
part of the Pe/vis, and fixing it above the 
chin, as he perceived after the delivery, he 
tried to bring down the head; but by this 
purchafe it was prevented, and forced againft 
the upper part of the bones of the Pudis. 

Having withdrawn the inftrument, he in- 
troduced it again along the fide of the Pe/us, 

and» 
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and moving it gently to the Puéis, fixed. the 
point on the fide of the Occiput ; there find- 
ing a firm hold, he infinuated two fingers of 
his other hand into the opening; then pulling 
and exerting great force with both hands, he 
at lait. iiveed the head; and the body fol- 
lowed with little difficulty. | 
“SE he patient was ftrong, and behaved with 
great courage all the time, though fhe com- 
plained of great pain in the parts: fhe was 
not lacerated in the leaft, and recovered much 
fooner and better than he expected. 

He obferved that the opening was thro’ 
one of the Bregmata ; that his fingers when 
introduced, were violently fqueezed as the 
head came down; and defired my opinion of 
his management of this, as well as the other 
two cafes he had fent me which were more 
fuccefsful.. 


Anfwer to the above letter. 
Sir, | 
. Your fucceeding fo well with the Forceps 
in the two cafes, where the heads of both 
children were come down to the lower part 


of the Pelvis, I am afraid ran you into an 
error in trying them too foonin the laf. 


You write me that the head was high in 


‘the Pe/vis; that it was the womian’s firft child; 
that fhe had only been feveral hours inftead 
Dy 2 of 


“ 
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of days in labour; was ftrong and had vt- 
gorous pains; that although you fuppofed 
the Pelvis was narrow, yet the head was 
brought along with the affiftance of the crot- 
chet; that the opening was {mall, and the 
body eafily delivered. , 

All thefe circumftances plainly fhew, that 
you ought to have waited with patience to 
obferve what thefe good pains would have 
done; for if the Pe/v7s is narrow, it takes a 
long time before the head can be moulded to 
its form, and fqueezed through it; more ef- 
pecially in a firft child, where the Os Uterz, 
Vagina, and external parts are more rigid, — 
and commonly take more time to dilate. 

I am certain, when you attended me, in 
all the courfes, I infifted much on the pre- 
caution neceffary as to the management of 
natural and tedious labours; knowing from 
experience, that young practitioners are apter 
to err in thefe than in the preternatural; and 
I always begged them to attend every lIa- 
bour, as it was too common for the gentle- 
men to neglect coming, except in the preter- 
_natural, or where it was abfolutely neceflary 
to ufe inftruments. 

Befides, the attending an old pra¢titioner 
where labours are lingering. and doubtful, 
teaches us how long to allow them to go on 
without endangering the patient, and when 

| it. 
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at 1s abfolutely neceflary to give more effectual 
caffiftance. I aflure you, I have been oftner 
puzzled in thefe than in any other; for, as in 
other parts of furgery, it requires more {kill 
to prevent, than to perform an operation. 


CASES XVI. and XVH. 


Two cafes delivered with the crotchet ; dated 
goth Fanuary, 1749, from Mr, f——- at D. 

I had the houour of attending you lectures 
in uly and Auguft 1747. When I left Lon-_ 
don, you was fo kind as to defire me to let 
you know if any particular cafe occurred to 
me in the practice of midwifery, or any in 
which J found any difficulty. I have met 
with nothing new, but two cafes in which I 
found a good deal of difficulty. The one 
was when the arm prefented without the 
Labia, the fhoulder was pretty far advanced, 
and the head and feet were firmly locked 
high in the Pehzs. The woman had been 
fome days in labour; I endeavoured all I 
could to get at the feet; but it was not in 
my power. After opening the Chef and 4d- 
domen, 1 was obliged to bring away the child 
double, which was pretty eafily done, as the 
child had been fome time dead. The woman 
recovered very: well. 

The other cafe was where the head was 
pretty far advanced into the hollow of the 

, D-3 Pelvis, 
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Pelvis, but ftuck at the fhoulders above thefe 
bones. I did endeavour to deliver her with 
the Forceps, having introduced them twice. 
They would not hold, which I thought was 
owing to the loofenefs of the bones of the 
(kull. The child had been fome time dead, 
and the woman long in labour, and in a low 
way. I told her fr iends I did not think the 
could live till fhe was ‘delivered : but fhe lived 
for half an hour after. | 


Cc A 5H AVI. 


The head prematurely opened by a Prac- 
~ titioner ; mentioned in a letter from Meff. 
B. and E, dated B—- 17 51 


‘Sir, , 

As we derive all our little knowledge in 
midwifery from you, we hope you will AH 
we have a right to confult you in any thing 
relative to it, therefore have fent for your in- 
{fpection, and our fatisfaction or improve- 
ment, a cafe which happened at Sudbury laft 
Friday or Saturday, attended with the follow- 
ing circumftances ; which we fhall very fairly 
a juftly relate, partly from the teftimony 
of the midwife attending, who had delivered 
her before, and is in very good repute in thefe 
parts, and partly from our own common 
knowled ge of, the. woman’s appearance; to 
wit; fhe is rather of a robuft, {trong con- 

ftitution, 
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- ftitution, large, ftraight, and {eemingly quite 
well proportioned. She was in labour about 
fix or feven hours; pains pretty fevere, but 
not very frequent, nor any figns of flooding ; 
at which time fhe fends for one who pretends 
to practife midwifery, (more from impatience 
and inclination than any fort of neceflity) 
who fancied as foon as he came that fome- 
thing muft be immediately done, and there- 
fore proceeded to fhew his inimitable dexteri- 
ty, by making the wound you now fee with a 
common pair of fciffars, as foon as he could 
poffibly reach the unhappy babe; which came 
into the world a moft fhocking bleeding vic- . 
tim. As we'can fincerely ioe you, that we 
fhall not attempt taking any advantage of this 
man’s ignorance and barbarity bya due courfe’ 
of law, we hope you will give us your opinion 
candidly and without referve, as you have 
always done hitherto, whether you think the. 
child might have’ been faved, or was treated 
according to the rules of art. We appre- 
hend the child’s face was to the mother’s right 
ium, and not very low down; confequently, 
as Mr. Ould obferves, we cannot fee any ma~ 
terial ufe this opening could be of; as no 
crotchet was employed, the contents. not 
evacuated, nor the opening large enough for 
the Sutures to collapfe inch heat’ lait 
bringing it along with only his fingers. Thus 

D 4 goa 
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‘is this laborious cafe fairly and truly ftated ; 

and we both hope, for our own fatisfaction 
-and improvement, to have your opinion, 
whether we have made a right judgment, 
We are, with great refpect, 

olf, 
Yours, &e, 
MB. and 7, Es 


P. S. Your opinion returned with the Fetus 
as foon as poffible will give great atibtasaey 
fo. er SU, 

| Your humble Sane 


The Anf{wer. 
Gentlemen, 


Treceived yours with a box. After examin- 
ing the child, and confidering your letter, if 
the affertions are true that the midwife alleges, 
T cannot help thinking with you that the gen- 
tleman has been a little too hafty in the opera- 
tion. The woman had been fafely delivered be- : 
fore, at this time was ftrong, had {trong pains, 
only fix hours in labour, the head when open- 
ed coming along only with the affiftance of 
his fingers in the opening. Thefe ftrong 
pains, without the Cerebrum being difcharged, 
or the head fqueezed into a longifh form, 
fhew plainly that they might have been fuf- 
‘ficient for the delivery. The def ign of open- 

| : | ing, 
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ing, is to let out the contents, that the head 
may be diminifhed 1n its bulk when too large 
to pals ; ; and if this had been the cafe, fuch an - 
operation fhould not be attempted, unlefs the 
woman’s pains and ftrength began to fail. I 
had a cafe yefterday, the woman very big 
with the firft child; the labour began at four 
in the morning; fhe had ftrong pains, and 
was fafely delivered of a large child, about 
eight at night. The head {tuck in the Pe/uis, 
was {queezed to a great length, but by the af- 
fiftance of the Forceps was faved. However, 
no practitioner can judge of thefe matters, un- _ 
lefs he had been prefent, becaufe he can feldom 
rely on any accounts, and we ought always to 
judge on the charitable fide, efpecially as 
none of us are perfect; and if this gentleman 
has acted imprudently, it fhould be a leffon 
for you and me to actin a contrary manner, 
which will always in the end turn to our ad- 
vantage, The perfon that brought the box 
was to call next day; if not, you will write 
to me what is to be done with it, becaufe it 
will foon fpoil. Excufe this hurrying anfwer, 
from, EP ae 
Gentlemen, 
aes Yours, &e. 
WS. 

The Fetus thefe gentlemen fent me was as 
jarge as any I had feen, the opening at or 

| neay 


42 CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 

near the Vertex, and the head of a round 
globular figure ; from which circumftances it 
appears that it had not been fqueezed down 
into the Pelvis, but lying above the brim; 
that the gentleman, either from great igno- 
rance of his profefion, or hurry of other 
bufinefs, which laft is a moft {hocking reafon, 
did certainly act the part of a bad accoucheur. 


CASE XIX, 


From Dr. W. dated M. 1750, in which he 
was obliged to deliver with the affiftance 
of the fharp and blunt crotchets. 


He was called to a woman in labour of 
her tenth child; the membranes had been 
broke, and all the waters difcharged many 


hours. The head of the child was advanced 


to the lower part of the Pe/ws, the forehead 
to the Pubis, and the Punis Umbilicalis with- 
out the external parts, in which the circula- 
tion had been obftructed by the preffure of 
the head; a certain proof that the child was 
dead, 

Having failed in his attempt to deliver with 
the Forceps, he could not with all his force 
extract the head, even after he had opened it, 
until feveral bones of the Cranium were tore 
out with the crotchet. 

- Having delivered the head, he was obliged 
to fix the -blunt hook m_ the arm-pit to bring 
| down 
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_. down the fhoulders, and even after that, it 


| required great force to deliver the Abdomen, 


which was much fwelled. 


CLA SE -XxX, 


From Mr. J. dated F. 1751, the arm and head, 


of the Fetus preiented; the laft opened, 
and delivered with the Forceps. | 


‘He was called to a woman who had for- 


~ merly been delivered of four children, none 


of which could be faved ; fhe at this time 
had been long 1 in labour. 

On examining, he found the Pe/uis very 

narrow ; the forehead, in place of the Ver- 
tex, prefented ; the arm was alfo protruded 
thro’ the Labia, He waited a confiderable 
time to try what the Pibaut pains would do 
with the ufual afliftance of the hand, that 
the child, if full alive, might be faved. 
As the woman grew gradual y weaker, and 
the pains had no effect, he made a large 
opening in the Cranium, and by dint of con- 
fiderable force, extracted the fame with the 
forceps. 


GCA SE. XxXi. 
A dropfical head opened, and delivered with 
the affiiftance of the hand. In a letter 
from Mr. Hl. dated C.1751. 
The woman’s Pelvis being fmall, fhe had 


been delivered in a for mer (eueur with great 
difficulty y 
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difficulty ; on which account, when he was 
called to attend at this time, he waited many 
hours in hopes that the pains would force the 
head lower down into the Pelvis. 
At laft, the patient all of a fudden was 

taken with frequent faintings; her {trength 
failing, and the pains growing weaker, he 
was afraid of delaying his afliftance too long. 
_ As the head was too high to attempt af- 
fitting with the Forceps, the Pelvis too {mall, 
and the woman too weak to venture turning, 
he perforated, and madea large opening in 
the Cranium, from which ifflued a large quan- 
tity. of bloody Serum: after this difcharge, . 
he, with the affiftance of the weak pains, and 
his fingers in the opening, delivered the wo- 
man; and no bad confequence enfued. — 


Che S° Bo IE | 
Another from the above gentleman, in the 
fame letter; the delivery affifted with two 
crotchets. 


He was called to a woman in labour of a 
firft child. The midwife informed him, that 
the membranes had been broke, and the pa- 
tient in a lingering way for five days: but that 
fhe was now grown weak, and the pains, 
that had been ftrong, were intirely gone off. 

As the head prefented, he firft tried to turn, 
and deliver in that manner: then he ufed the 


Forceps. 


% 
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_ Forceps. Both thefe attempts failing, he 
opened the head, introduced a crotchet with 
great caution, and brought out fome of the 


. ~ bones of the Cranium : at laft he was obliged 


to introduce a curved crotchet on each fide, 
which had ‘the defired effect. After delivery, 
on examining the child’s body, it plainly ap- 
peared to have been dead many days; for the 
belly was of a livid colour, and the fcarf {kin 
{tripped off in the handling. 


CAS E AAT 


The face prefented: delivered with the crot- 
chet. In a letter from Mr. H. dated B. 
Efex, 1752. 

He informs me that fince the pid my 
courfes of midwifery in London, he had been 
called to many cafesin that branch of bufinefs, 
_and was fuccefsful in all of them except the fol- 
lowing, an account of which he now fent me. 

The face of the child prefented at the lower 
part of the Pe/vis, the forehead to the right | 
_ Dchium; and the membranes had been broke 
feveral hours before his arrival. 

He firft endeavoured to pufh up the head 
fo as to bring the child footling ;. but it was 
fo wedged in the bones that he could not move. 
it. He next tried to deliver with the Forceps, 
which alfo difappointed his expectations : at 
laft he was driven to the dernier refource,.that 
ef diminuhing the head. 

6 Ag 
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Ashe could not perforate the bones of the 


face, and forehead, to make an opening 
through thefe parts; he introduced a crotehet 
above the temporal bone ; and at length, af- 
ter fix hours fatigue in trying thefe different 
ways, he delivered the patient. 

_ He obferves, that in time of operating, he 
' feveral times called to mind an expreflion 
which he once heard me ufe, vz. that ftu- 
dents fhould never think themfelves perfect: 
for after all the inftruction that could pofli- 
bly be conveyed, there were many things in 


midwifery which could only be learned by’ 
practice and obfervation; and that cafes would - 


fometimes occur, which would puzzle and 
foil the beft practitioners. 
As my correfpondent mentions nothiae 


of the ftrength of the woman, and the force. 


of the pains, I take it for granted, that he 


did not begin to operate, till there was no. 


‘hope of delivery by the efforts of nature, as 
the methods he ufed to effect delivery fhould 
never be attempted but in the laft extremity. 

What furprizes me is the great length of 
time he was at work, and the fatigue he un- 
derwent before he could deliver the patient, 
unlefs he defifted'a long time betwixt every 
trial, and only extracted in a flow manner 
and by intervals. : 


9 CASE 


¥ 


CASES 1x MIDWIFERY. 47 


on. Or yy. 


| From Mr. B. dated B. 1744. the patient de. 


livered with the crotchet. . 


Sir, 
I was called to a woman who had been ex- 
tremely hearty during her pregnancy, was 
indulged in eating, even to excefs, and was 


_ uncommonly big. When fhe was in labour, 
‘the midwife had promifed a {peedy delivery 


from nine in the ‘morning till ten at night. 
When called, I found the head prefenting, 
and imagined in a good fituation to affift with 
the Forceps; but after introducing them, I 
could not with ail my ftrength move or de- 
liver the head, neither could I pufh up my 


” 


kand into the Uterus to abi the child by . 


the feet. 
I next tried to ee the head with a. crote 


chet; this proved unfuccefsful alfo: at laft, 
after four hours working to no purpofe, and 


a flooding coming on, I perforated the fkull 
and se rtvciaad the child, and the woman re- 
covered. : | 

I beg your remarks, and your opinion, if 
waiting in fuch_a cafe would not have been 
dangerous for the woman. ‘The child was 


very big, and weighed fixteen pounds. 


The 
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The anfwer was much to this purpofe. 

Sir, Pa 

After examining all the three cafes you fent 
me, I doubt your fuccefs in them has been ~ 
the occafion of your trufting too much to 
good fortune in the fourth, where you was 
obliged to deliver with the crotchet, which I 
am afraid proceeded from trying both to de- 
liver with the Forceps, and to turn the child 
before it was abfolutely neceflary. You do 
not defcribe the ftate of your patient when 
you was called. If fhe was much weakened 
and exhaufted from the length of the labour, — 
the pains lingering and no hopes of delivery 
from them, you was in the right to try the 
two firft methods to fave the child, and after 
thefe, if the woman was in abfolute danger 
of her life, you are excufable for bases” re- 
courfe to the laft expedient. . 

When you found the head would not come | 
along with the afiiftance of the crotchet, you 
fhould have opened it immediately, that the 
contents might be difcharged, and the head 
diminifhed. This would have faved the time 
and fatigue you mention. 

I hope this unfuccefsful cafe will be a cau- 
tion againft ufing the Forteps too foon, ° 


Attempts to turn the child with great force, 


when the head is engaged in the r elvis, and 


all 
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allthe waters are difcharged from the Uzerus, 


frequently loofen the Placenta, and vere. on 
_aflooding, fuch as you defcribe. 


CASE OCR, 


‘The child extracted piece-meal; a cafe, de- 
{cribed in a letter from Mr. G, L, dated 
S. 1748. 
Oat, M . 
I was called to a woman of fifty years of 
; age, in labour of her firft child, with a Pe/- 
q vis exceflively narrow. 
_ The patient had been long in labour, was 
: very weak, and the pains had abated. After — 
_ ftretching the external parts, I could not in- — 
_-troduce my hand through the bones of the 
_ Pelvis; however, 1n this trial, I felt with my 
_ fingers that the head prefented. 
On opening the head, more than a quart 
of foetid Serum was difcharged. I then in- 
troduced two fingers, and along them a crot- 


) chet, and got a firm hold with that inftru- 


ment on the Os petrofum. 

After having endeavoured with all my force 
to extract the head with both hands, one at 
_ the inftrument, and the fingers of my other 
in the opening, I could not move it, until 
I introduced another crotchet on the op- 
_ pofite part of the Cranium: by pulling at 
_ both thefe inftruments, fome of the bones 
= Vor. II. | E -were 
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were loofened, and came away with the 
crotchets. 

I then with the feiffars cut in pieces the 
whole of the Cranium, which, with two orf 
three fingers, I extracted, piece by piece; _ 
afterwards, by the affiftance of the blunt — 
_hook, I brought down the fhoulder, and fe- 
parated it from the body. I was obliged, in 
the fame manner, to extract SG part of , 
the child. 


Cas EB ARV E 


A diftorted Pe/vis ; the head delivered with the 
crotchet; in a letter from a practitioner in 
midwifery, foon after I retired from bufi- 
nefs, dated London, September 25, 1759. 

hee 

A young gentleman called me toa poor | 
woman in St. Gi/es’s the 25th of laft Fuly, at 
eight o’clock at night, and informed me, that _ 

he, and fome others, had been fent for bya _ , 

midwife about an hour before; that the 

woman had been feveral days in labour, and © 
was feemingly much exhaufted. 

[went immediately with him to the place. 

The gentleman, as the hairy fcalp was tume- 

fied, imagined, that the breech prefented ; 

but, upon examination, I found it was Ri 
head with one of the hands, and I perceived — 


the Pe/uis of the woman was very narrow. 
3 She 
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She told me, fhe had been delivered twice 
_ before by gentlemen, of dead children. Upon 
4 this information, and as fhe ftill had’ ftrength, 
and frequent fmall pains, and complained, 
_ that fhe had enjoyed no fleep for two nights 

before, I ordered her an opiate. 

This precaution being taken, we left her 

_ to the care of the midwife, defiring the pa- 

tient might be kept as {till as poflible, in hope 
_ fhe might get fome reft. 
__We were again called early next morning, 
and found her quite wore out with the pains 
and want of fleep, and the head of the Fetus 
not in the leaft advanced. 
: : Being afraid, if I delayed the delivery longer, 
that a mortification might foon invade the 
__ parts of the woman, from the continued pref- 
fare of the child’s head, I-opened this laf 
with the {ciflars, and enlarged the perfora- 
tion. This being done, I introduced the 


_ with the fheath, to prevent the fharp point’s | 
hurting the patient, if it fhould flip in 
pulling. 
Having deftroyed the ftructure of the Cere- 
_ brum and Cerebellum, that they might pats 
off, fo as to diminifh the head, and finding 
Thad a good hold in the infide with that in- 
 ftrument, I pulled with one hand at that, 
and with the fingers of the other in the 
| | E 2 open- 


curved crotchet within the fkull, mounted — 
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opening, by which means I extracted, both 
the parietal bones; but, although I exerted 
all my ftrength, and a great part of the con- 
tents were difcharged, yet the head was not 
moved an inch lower. 

Failing in the above attempt, and finding 
I could not introduce my fingers, to direct 
the fharp crotchet, on the outfide of the 
head, on account of the narrow Pe/vis, and 
the arms filling up the Vagina, I was obliged 
to twift off the limb from the fhoulder. 
This was pretty eafily effected, as the child 
had been for fome time dead, which plainly 
appeared from the {kin ftripping. off: from. 
that member. After removing the arm, I 


even then with much difficulty introduced my 
fingers, and along them the crotchet, and 


got the point fixed above the chin; then 
_ pulling. with great force, and with both 
hands, in the fame manner as before, the 
head. began to move down within the pro- 
jection of the diftorted bones, and I continu- 
ed pulling it, till it was intirely delivered. 
The body followed, without the ufe of 
the crotchet, but not without ufing great force. 
The diftance, fo far as I could judge, did not 
exceed two inches and a half from the jetting 


forwards of the upper part of the Sacrum to — 


the Pubis. Although the woman had fuf- 
fered fo much from the length of the labour, 
as 
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as well as from the great force ufed at the 

delivery, yet fhe recovered better than could 

have been expected, and is now quite well. 

- He alfo writes, in the fame letter, that he 
was called lately to a patient about forty 
years of age, in labour of her firft child. 
The Hymen fhut up the paflage into the Va- 
gina, and was ruptured by the head of the 
child, fo that the patient had an eafy delivery. 


Ch Soe SEAL, 


A letter from a gentleman near London, 
dated 1ft ‘fanuary 1761, contains the hiftory 
of a laborious cafe, in which he honeftly 
_ owns he prematurely tried to deliver with the 
_. Forceps; but the head of the Fetus being too 
high in a narrow Pelvis, that method did not 
_ fucceed; he then adminiftered an opiate, to 
procure fome reft, and allay the violence of 
her pains, as fhe had been much fatigued. 
Being called on other bufinefs at fome dif- 
tance, he did not fee her before the following 
day, when he found her much exhaufted by 
the labour; and, being again called to ano- 
ther patient, he was afraid of her dying, if 
he did not deliver the child before he went 
away. As the head was not advanced, fo as 
to promife any fuccefs from the Forceps, he 
was obliged to ufe the difagreeable method of 
ernring the Cranium, through a large tumor 
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of the hairy fealp; after which, with the 
affiftance of the blunt crotchet, he extracted 


the child, but with greater difficulty than he Fa 


expected, as it was very large. 
He takes occafion to lament the condition 
of poor women who live at a diftance 


from affiftance, in the country; and the dif 


mal fituation of practitioners, who are feldom 


called in time, and, even when properly call-. 


ed, prevented, by a hurry of other bufinefs, 
from giving due attendance. This is too 
frequently the occafion of tempting them to 
operate, before it is abfolutely neceflary ; on 


which account, he fays, he is refolved to at- 


tend none but patients whom he can deli- 

berately attend, and leave fuch cruel methods 

- to more obdurate practitioners in his “7 
bourhood. 

He concludes his letter, congratulating me 
upon my happy retirement in old age, after 
along courfe of fuccefsful practice, and ex- 
preifing his fatisfaction to hear, that my 
time is employed in finifhing the fecond 
volume of Cafes. He is pleafed to fay, that 
although the malevolence and envy of the ig- 
norant, or felf-interefted, have cavilled, yet 
after ages will value my works, as ftanding 


& 
" 
oe 


hy a 


monuments of the improvements in mid- 


wifery. 
CASE 
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§ CASE. XXVIII. 

From the Medical Effays of Edinburgh, 
a Vol. IIL. Art. 19. 

_ An account of the fides of the Os Ureri grown 
together in a woman with child, by Thomas 
Simfon, M. D. Profeflor of Medicine in the 
Univerfity of St. Andrews. 


A woman, forty years of age, obfervably 

_ narrow between the Offa Pudis and Os Sacrum, 
had been four days in fevere labour of her 
 firft child, when I was called to affift her: 
_ The child appearing to have been dead for 
_fome time, I opened its head and extracted 
_ it, but with great difficulty; its fhoulders and 
_ haunches being too large to pafs in the ftrait- 
_ ened paflage between the bones. During fome 
_ days after her delivery, fhe pafled a great 
many {mall rugged ftones by the Urethra, and, 
at length, after her urine had been {topped 
fome time, her hufband drew out of the 
Urethra a large piece of thick membranous 
fubftance, three inches in length, and, in 
_ fome parts, two inches broad; one fide of it 
__ was covered with a cruft of {mall fharp ftones, 
the other fide was inflamed and bloody, which 
made me judge it to be part of the coats of 
_ the bladder feparated ; and I was confirmed 
in this opinion, by introducing a Catheter in- 
to the bladder ; for, whenever it touched cer= _ 
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tain parts of the fides of the bladder, blood 
- came with the urine. The patient continued ~ 
a long time with a plentiful fuppuration about 
the Pudenda, but we did not fufpect that the _ 
Pus came from the éuternal parts, but only 
from the exterior, which had been fomewhat _ 
lacerated. About three months after deli- 
very fhe fell again with child, and took her 
pains after the ordinary period. She con- 
tinued two days in hard labour before I faw | 
her.. The midwife then informed me, that 
the inner orifice had yielded nothing: I left 
her half a day, and things remaining in the 
fame way at my return, I examined her con- 
dition, and found, that the Os Tince had ~ 
not only not yielded, but that the fides of it 
were grown together, without any veftige of 
a paflage, whereupon I afked the affiftance of 
another phyfician, and Dr. Haddow being 
called, was, as well as the midwife, fenfible 
of the cafe being fuch as I judged it to be, 
wherefore we agreed to make an incifion in- 
tothe Os Uteri ; but we were firft obliged 
to dilate the Vagina fufhciently, that we might 
operate more fecurely. We had no Specu- — 
lum matricis, and therefore behoved to fup-— 
ply it by fome other inftruments. We tried 
to make the dilation with a pair of long © 
broad bladed Forceps, but they neither had 
ftrength to dilate fufficiently, nor did they 
keep 
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keep the Vagina equally open. After this we 
caufed two pieces of wood, each three in- 
ches long and two and a half broad, to be 
made concave on one fide, and convex on 
the other, and of no more thicknefs than we 
thought would be fufficient to be a ftrong 
enough preflure by the neceflary dilatation. 
When thefe were finely polifhed and befmear- 
ed with egreafe, I introduced them into the Va- 


gina, with the concave faces to each other, 
_ then fliding in the legs of a Speculum Oris 


between them, and turning its fcrew, I fepa- 
rated the pieces of wood {fo far as we could 
fee diftinétly the Cicatrix of the grown-toge- 
ther parts, and could have eafy accefs to divide 
them, which IJ did, by an incifion at leaft 
half an inch deep, before I pierced through 
the fubftance of this part of the womb; then 
immediately introducing my finger at this 
wound, I touched the head of the child, and 


_ felt the whole circumference of the paflage 


hard, like a cartilage, which yielded nothing 
to feveral throws fhe had after the incifion, 
fo that I was obliged to guide a narrow-blad- 
ed fcalpel with my finger, to make feveral in- 
cifions into this cartilaginous ring ; in doing 
this, there was not the leaft appearance of 
blood, and the patient had no trouble, except 


_ what the dilatation of the Vagina gave her. 


The labour nes the paflage dilated a 
little, 
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little, but not fo much as to give any hopes 
of its allowing the child’s head to pafs, not- 
with{tanding the bones of the Cranium were 
overlop’d; and therefore, I was obliged to 
bring away the child, as I had done the for- 
mer. In this birth, there was no liquid with 
the child, nor did any blood follow it ;.it was 
quite fupple, and had a white chalky cruft 
over its whole body; fo that we were con- 
_vinced it had been dead fome time. The 
want of waters was fome furprize, till I re- 
collecied, that, in the time of labour, fhe 
told us, they were pafling, at which time I 
had the curiofity to make ftrict obfervation, 
and found what fhe called the waters pafled — 
by the Urethra, which opened externally by 
three different orifices; this, with her having 
loft fuch a portion of the bladder formerly, 
and her being fubjeét to the gravel, gave me 
ground to think, there was fome communi- 
cation between thefe paffages and the cavity 
of the womb above the Os Tinea, which had 
allowed the waters to be evacuated, I was 
the more inclined to entertain this fuppofi- 
tion, becaufe frequent inftances have been ob- 
ferved, of ftones making their way through 
the neighbouring parts, as happened to a boy 
in this neighbourhood, who pafied a very 
large ftone, which had lodged long in a 

blad- 
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bladder, by the Azus, by which the urine had 


its courfe for fome time after. 


My patient, immediately after being put 
to bed, was feized with a pleuritic pain, very 
high | fever, and difficult breathing; which 
coming on fo foon after her being fatigued © 
feveral days with hard labour, during which 
fhe flept none, but drank much of every thing 


in her way, appeared to me rather the caufe 


of her death in twenty-four hours after, than 
any confequence of the incifion I had made, 


_ for fhe never complained of uneafinefs in thofe 


parts, nor had any Hemorrhage. Notwith- 
ftanding all the folicitations I could ufe with 
her relations, I could not prevail with them 
to allow me to open her body. 


[Vide Collect. xxxv. Cafe 8, 10, 16. and Colledt. xl. 
Cafe 8. Collect. xxxix. No. 1. Cafe 3.] 


COL- 


COLLECTION Xxx © 


[Vide Vol. 1. Book 3. Chap. 4. Se&. 1. and 2.] 


Of preternatural labours, in which the 
_ legs or breech prefented in place of 
| the head. | 


[Vide Anatomical Figures, Fab. 29, 30, 31, 325 33, 349 35-]. 


CASE ST. 


In which the feet prefented, and were pro- 
truded without the external parts. 


WON 1738. the year before I fettled in Lon- 

don, a midwife fent for me to affift in a 
labour. The legs of the Fetus were forced 
down through the Os Uferi into the Vagina 
immediately after the membranes broke, and 
fhe had tried to bring down the child’s body 
by pulling. 

As I fufpeéted from this information, that 
the body lay double in the Uterus, which pre- 
vented the breech from coming down in the 
former trial, after {tretching the Os externum, 
I introduced my hand into the Vagina, and 
up along the thighs of the child to within the 


Os internum, where I found the breaft and — 


chin fqueezed down at the left fide, juft above 
the brim of the Pe/vuis. 
After 


CASES 1~n MIDWIFERY. 6r 


After confidering the cafe, I took hold of 
the feet with my other hand, which were 
without the Os externum, and pulled at them; 
while at the fame I pufhed up the breaft and 
head to the Fundus Uteri, with the hand that 


-was introduced at firft. 


_ Finding that the breech came lower, and 
that the pufhed-up parts did not return, 
I withdrew my hand from the Uferus, and 
having wrapped a cloth round the legs, pulled 


_at them with both hands, till I brought down 


the breech to the Os externum. 

As the belly of the Fetus was to the left 
fide of the Pe/vis, I turned it back to the 
Sacrum; and altho’ I tried to deliver without 
bringing down the arms, yet I found the 
fhoulders fo large, that I was obliged to in- 
troduce a finger over one of them, and along 
the arm. | 

This I flipped down gently into the con- 
cavity of the Sacrum, and brought it out 
thro’ the external parts with a femicircular 
turn, to prevent a fracture in the extraction. 

Then I brought the body lower, but find- 
ing that the head ftopped at the upper part 
of the Pelvis, I infinuated my hand up along 
the breaft, and introduced a finger into the 


_ mouth, and by pulling gently brought the 
forehead into the concave part of the Sacrum: 


being afraid of overftraining the under jaw, 
a I quitted 


\ 
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I quitted that hold, and placed a finger on 
each fide of the nofe; then I latd the body 
of the child on that arm, and by flipping the 
fingers of my other hand over the fhoulders, 
and on each fide of the neck, I got the head 
fafely extracted. 

That I might operate with greater eafe, 
both to myfelf and the patient, fhe was at 
firft Jaid on her back acrofs the bed, her 
breech to the fide, and two women {fupport- 
ed her legs: in delivering, I at laft was ob- 
liged to raife up the child’s body, fo as to bring 
out the head with a half round turn up- 
wards, to prevent the Perzngum’s being tore, 
as thefe parts were forced outward in form 
of a large tumour; by which precaution, 
both the mother and child were Fahy deli 


vered. 
[Vide Colle&t. xxxv. Cafe 1.] 


CoA, Sed. 


The breech prefented; and forced down to. 
the Os externum. 


In the year 1746, being fent for to a wo- 
man in labour, the midwife told me, that at 
her firft examining, and even after the mem- 
branes were broke, fhe could not diftinguifh 
what part of the child prefented, until the 
pains forced it lower and lower; and then, 
both by the difcharge of the: Mecontum and 

the 
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the touch, fhe found that the breech prefented ; 


but having waited feveral hours in expectation 
of the delivery, and at laft being afraid of 


» -the child’s life, fhe had recourfe to my affift- 


ance. : | 

On examining I found the Nafes at the 
lower part of the Pe/uzs, and in a right po- 
fition with the thighs to the Sacrum: as the — 
pains were now weak, and expecting it would 


require confiderable force to deliver the child, 


I caufed the patient to be laid in a fupine po- 
fition, as in the preceding cafe. 
In time of the pains, I gradually ftretched 


‘the Frenum Labiorum with my fingers; then 


{tanding up, turning the back of my hand 
downwards, and introducing my fingers be- 
twixt the breech and the Os coccygis, I tried 
to raife up the Nafes, fo as to be able to bring 


down one or both legs. 


Although I failed in this attempt, and could 
not raife the Na¢es fo high as to allow my 


hand to pafs up into the Uterus ; yet this effort 


gave more room, by ftretching the parts, 
and allowing an eafier paflage for the child, 
which I found was very large; and indeed 

this was the fole occafion of the difficulty. 
After bringing down. my hand, I intro- 
duced the fore and middle finger of each in- 
to the outfide of each Groin, betwixt the 
thighs and body of the child: with the 
affiftance of this hold, and pulling from fide 
to 
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to fide, and upwards to prevent the Perinaum’s 
being tore, I at laft brought the hips through 
the Os externum, at feveral efforts, and by the 
afliftance of the weak pains: after which, 
and with much fatigue, I brought down the 
arms, and.delivered the head as in the for- 
mer cafe. 

Altho’ I ufed all precaution in delivering 
the head, and indeed exerted lefs force than 
in the former cafe, yet the child was dead; 
a circumftance which feemed to proceed from 
the long preflure of the Funis, by its being 
tumefied and {queezed of a flattifh form near 
the navel. 


Oe CAA Dieote BF 


The breech prefented ; and the head delivered 
according to Daventer’s method. 


In the year 1749, I was called, about five 
in the morning, to a patient that had befpoke 
me to attend in labour of her firft child; the 
had been in labour moft part of the night, 
and did not fend till the membranes were 
broke. 

The breech prefented; the thighs were to 
the right fide of the Pelvis; the right hip was 
forced down in the back part, and the left 
ftuck above the Offa Pubis. 

As this was her firft child, I waited with 
patience, in hopes that both hips would ad- 

vance 
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vance gradually, and ftretch the Vegina and 
external parts; but the Meconium having 
come down in great quantity, the woman 
 alfo being much fatigued, and the pains abat- 
_ ing about noon, I was afraid, if I delayed af= 
~ fiftance longer, the child would be loft. 
Finding that the delivery was principally 
retarded by the hip fticking above the Pudis, 
I dilated the Os externum a little, and after in- 
troducing two of my fingers betwixt the 
Pubis and the hip, preffled and moved it in 
- time of a pain to the right fide of the Pelvis: 
this endeavour immediately altered the for- 
_ mer pofition by bringing the thighs to each 
fide of the Sacrum. The child being fmall, 
_. was forced lower and lower every pain; the 
body and head were delivered, without my 
being obliged to bring down the arms, as in 
the former cafe, 
The woman lay in bed on ‘bes left fide ; 
_ and as the head was {mall, I delivered it ac- 
cording to Daventer’s method; by fixing the 
fingers of my right hand over the fhoulders, 
and on each fide of the child’s neck; then 
taking hold of the body with my left, and 
pulling with both hands backwards to the 
patient's breech, I brought out the Occzput 
and Vertex from below the Pudis, while the 
chin was within the lower and back part of 
the Vagina, to prevent tearing the fourchette, 
_ which felt very rigid. 
Vou, II. a | The 
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The child lay fome time breathing but fel- 
dom; but at laft, recovered more ftrength. 


Os, OE ra Oe be 


A breech cafe, from Dr. Tathwell, phyfician a 


of Stamford. 


May 6, 1755, a woman aged thirty-two, 
having gone her time with her firft child, 
fome flight pains came on, and the. waters 
broke; after which the pains went off for a 
fortnight, then came on again, and the feces 
of the ehild were obferved by the midwife (Mrs. 
Reeve, whom you taught) to come away. 


Upon examination, I found one of the 


hips prefent ; but the Os internum not being 
open enough, and the pains only flight, I 


directed fome Thebaick drops with Tinéture - 


of Cafor and warm fuppings, ordering the 
woman to compofe herfelf, and if any change 
happened to fend to me again. 

-° In a few hours the pains were fo increafed, 
and the Os internum fo opened, that when I 
was fetched back I found the Nafes of the 
child {queezed out, which I helped forward 
to the hams, then got out the legs, and after 
‘giving a quarter turn to bring the head right 
in the Pe/vis, fetched down the arms, deliver- 


ed the head, and with a little affiftance the 


Placenta. 


No pulfation could be perceived inthe um- . 


bilical cord, tho’ the mother thought fhe had 
2 a | felt 
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felt the child {tir that morning ; but probably 

_ the fame preflure on the Milena of the child, 

a _ which had br ought away the Meconium, ftopt 

» at the fame time the circulation in the navel- 
fF ftring. 

Byary thing went on right after deliver, 

by the help of a few drops above mentioned, 

and the woman got well at the ufual time, 


Cc A 8B Vy 


The breech prefenting; the thighs to the 
Ichium, low down, and turned to the Pubis. - 


‘I affifted in acafe much of the fame kind 
as the former, in the year 1745, but was ab- 
 ‘liged to bring down the body in a different 
- manner; for when called, I found the breech 
. prefented low in the Pe/vis, and the thighs to 
_. the left fide. The midwife told me, that it 

had been long in that pofition, that fhe could 
not move it, after repeated trials and ftrong 

_ pains. As the patient lay on her left fide, 
| I tried to raife the breech with my right hand, 
fo as to bring down the legs; but the contrac- 
tion of the Userus being fo great. again{t 
me, I could not move it up fufficiently for 
' that purpofe: however, by this trial I did 
| fome fervice, in opening the Os Externum, 
_ and likewife felt pulfation in the navel-ftring, 
as it lay fecure betwixt the thighs, which kept 
it from being prefled. The Ichium being 
P 2 much 
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much lower than the Pudzs, I durft not ven- 
ture to bring down the thighs at that part, — 
neither did I choofe to pull the body further 
down to make more room, for fear of engag- 
ing the fhoulders too low in the Pelvis, which 
would prevent my turning the fore-parts of 
the child to the back-parts of the Uferus ; but 
I turned up the right thigh from the J/chium 
to the Pudis, by which means I eafily got hold 
of the joint at the knee, and brought down 
that leg, and after that delivered the other. 
leg in the fame manner. I had tried before 
this to turn the breech with my fingers of 
both hands, on the outfide of the groins, — 
-both backwards and forwards; but the breech 
being large, and -firmly locked in the Pe/vis, 
T could not move the thighs in that manner 
either to the Sacrum or Pudbis. After I 
brought down the'thighs and breech to the 
Os Externum, a ftrong pain came on fooner 
than I expected, and pufhed down the body 
to the fhoulders, before I was aware, into the 
Pelvis. After wrapping a cloth round the 
child’s hips, I tried to turn the fore-parts to 
the back-parts of the patient, but could not 
move it, till I forced up the body againtothe - 
hips; by that means the fhoulders were dif- 
engaged, and the belly yielding eafier, I got 
it turned backwards. I then delivered the 
body and head, as in the fecond cafe; but 
~ the 
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the laft coming more difficultly, I was obliged 
to bring down both arms before I could ex- 
tract the fame with fafety. 

CxS Vi. 


‘The breech prefenting, and the thighs to the 
| Pubis. 


I was befpoke in the year 1750, to attend 
a woman in her firft child. When I was 


called, I found that the membranes were 


_ pufhed down with the waters in time of a 
_ pain, and that the mouth of the womb was 
_ very thin, and open about the breadth of half 
a crown. As the pain went off, and the 
membranes grew lax, I pufhed up my finger 


further, and found fome part of the child 


' through them; and although it felt round 
like the head, yet it was fofter at fome parts 
than others, and more sie which made 
me fufpect, as it was fo high up, that it might 
be the fhoulder: however, as this was her 
firft child, and the parts were very ftrait, and 
the patient very young, I thought it more ad- 


_ vifeable to wait with patience, to let the parts 


open ina flow and gradual manner by the 
‘membranes and waters. This being in the 
_ evening, I left her, and called again about 
_ eleven that night. The pains had been but 
fhght, and there was but very little alteration 
in the mouth of the womb; only I found that 
8 the 
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the membranes were pufhed further through 
it. I could now more diftinétly feel the part 
that prefented, and was pretty certain that 
it was not the head. I wanted the labour to 
go on flowly, to allow time for foftening, 
and ftretching the Os Urerz : 1 was alfo afraid, 
uf the labour was hurried on too faft, Bec 
ally as 1 found the membranes pufhing down 


of a longifh form, that they would break too 


foon, or before the Os Urerz was fully opened. 
Lordered an anedyne draught, and defired her 
to go to bed, andtake all the reft poffible. 
In order to amufe her, and keep her from 


thinking too much upon her fituation, I told - 


her that the labour was fcarcely begun, and 
defired the nurie to fend for meas foon as the 
waters came off; however, as the cafe might 
turn out dificult for the patient, and dange- 
yous for the child, 1f not rightly managed, I 
ftaid all night without her knowledge, and 
went to bed inthe houfe. I was not awaked 
till the membranes broke, about fix in the’ 
morning, when I examined, and found the 
Os Utert confiderably more open, and not fo 
rigid, and the breech pufhed down into it, with 
the thighs to the Pué:s. ‘The nurfe informed 
me, that the patient had flept betwixt the 
pains, which grew gradually ftronger ; but 
fhe -had not had any fince the waters began 
to come off. I defired fhe would {till keep 


quiet 
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quiet in bed, thinking that now, perhaps, 
_ her fleeps would be longer and more refrefh- 
ing, if fhe continued any time free from pains. — 
Accordingly fhe enjoyed a good deal of found 
“fleep, during which fhe had fome flight pains, 
and fome.of the waters were difcharged. 
About ten, the pains grew ffronger and 
_more frequent, by which the breech was for- 
ced down, and gradually dilated the Os Uteri 
to its fullextent. I then began to ftretch the 
Os Externum gently every pain, that I might 
affift the delivery with greater eafe, to prevent 
- the child’s being loft by its {topping too long, 
when come down to the lower part of the 
| Pelvis. | 
As the breech advanced further, the Meco- 
nium began to be difcharged. The middle of 
_ the thighs being then down at the lower part. 
of the Pudis, I introduced my finger betwixt 
them, upto the belly, andfelt the Funzs, with 
a pulfation init. I then introduced a finger 
of each hand to the outfide of each groin, 
_ and helped down the hips lower, till I felt the 
hams at the under at of the Pudis; then 
taking hold of one of them with the fini gers 
and thumb of each hand, I epasht dome 
the legs flowly, firft one, and then the other. 
_ The limbs being flippery, I introduced a cloth 
_ betwixt them and my fingers, to prevent their 
_Aipping, and then turned the fore-parts of 
i F 4 . the 
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the child to the back-parts of the Urerus. I 


had feveral times found, that after [had turn- _ 


ed the child in that manner, the forehead, 1n- 
ftead of being backwards to the fide of the 
Sacrum, was towards the groin, and brought 
down with great difficulty in that pofition, 
unleis I could, turn it more backwards, by 
prefiing it with my fingers: in order to pre- 


vent this difficulty, I turned the body a . 


quarter more, which brought the forehead 
backwards, as above, and then delivered as 
in the former cafes. The child was alive. 

Cp NS asi ies BB 
The breech prefenting, the delivery affifted 


with the curve at the handle of the blunt — 


hook, and a fillet or limber garter, 
- YT wascalled, in the year 1752, by a mid- 
wife, to a cafe where the breech prefented 

much in the fame manner as the former. It 
was the woman’s firft child; and before J 
was called fhe had been many hours in la- 
bour after the membranes were broke. The 
thighs were towards the Pwézs, and the breech 
was come down to the lower part of the Va- 


gina: the Perinwum and fundament were 


pufhed out in form of a Jarge tumour by the 
‘breech, which had ftopped there for fome 
time, and the woman’s pains were grown 
weal , and icldom. As the lay on her fide, 
P dilated the Os Lxternym gradually during 

every 
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every pain; and when I could introduce all 
my fingers, I turned the back of my hand 
towards the Perinwum, to raife the breech; 
but the woman fhrinking away from me, and 
altering her pofition, I turned her on her 
back, as defcribed in Collection xxv. No. 1. 
Cafe 1. and fhe being firmly held and fup- 
ported by affiftants, I proceeded without much 
‘jnterruption. 

Having dilated the parts, I applied a finger 
to the outfide of each groin, and tried to 
help along the breeeh; but could not move 
it, after feveral efforts. I tried to pufh up 
the breech, and bring down the legs, but 
could not raife it above two inches. | I after- 
wards waited fome time, to fee if the pains 
would pufh the breech farther, efpecially after 
the parts were fo much opened. Finding 
both them, and the afliftance of my fingers, 
ineffectual, and the woman much exhautted, 
I introduced the large curve of the blunt 
hook with my left hand, betwixt the fingers 
of my right, along.on the left hip, and flip- 
ped the point in betwixt the thigh and the 
body of the child, till I found the point paft 
the infide of the groin, betwixt the thighs ; 
then taking hold of the {mall end of the hook 
with my right hand, and applying the fin- 
gers of my left hand to the outfide of the 
oppofite groin, I gradually brought the breech 
lower ; but finding it again ftop, and that 

| the 
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the left hip was brought farther down by the 
curve than the right, I changed it to that 
fide. After repeated trials, I could not de- 
liver the breech, nor bring the body fo low 
down as to manage the legs. I now with- 
drew the hook, and, with a good deal of 
difficulty, pafied a garter betwixt the thighs 
and body, by the help of which, the parts 
‘advanced, till the joint of the ham came be- 
low the Pudzs; then bringing down the legs 
and thighs, and wrapping a cloth round them, 
with a good deal of difficulty I turned the 
back-parts of the child to the fore-parts of 
the Urerus. I tried to give a quarter turn 
more, with the hip up towards the Pudzs, 
but could not move it further. I therefore 
began to pull along the body of the child, 
_which required greater force than I expected; 
but at laft I delivered the belly, which felt 
very large; upon which, the fhoulders and 
head came eafily along. 

Although I felt (from my not being able 
to give the hips the quarter turn) that the 
chin, inftead of being at the fide of the Pe/- 
vis, was towards the left groin, yet, as the 
head was fmall, I moved it backwards, and 
with my finger in the mouth, brought the 
forehead to the hollow of the Os Sacrum, and 
delivered as in the former cafes. When I 
examined the child, 1 found that the whole 


dif 
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difficulty proceeded from its having been dead, 


fo that the belly was very much {welled ; a 


circumftance which 1 did not {ufpect, as both 
the woman and midwife had affured me they 


_. felt the child ftir; however, it had been cer- 


tainly dead feveral days, for the {carf-fkin 
was livid, and {tripped off in feveral places. 


ee ee ee 


The breech prefenting at the brim of the Pe/- 


vis, and the thighs to the left fide. 

Being called to a woman in the year 1747; 
whofe former labours ufed to be pretty eafy, 
the midwife told me, that one of the hips 
prefented; and although the mouth of the 
womb was largely open, and the patient had 
been in {trong labour, yet the other hip did 
not advance, but {tuck above the fhare-bone. 
I found the left breech pufhed down to the 
middle and back part of the Pe/vis, and pret- 
ty much fwelled; and perceived that the. 
thighs were to the left fide, and the right hip 
above the Pudzs, as the midwife had faid. As 
the woman had been much fatigued, and her 
pains were grown weak, I introduced my 
right hand, contracted into a conical form, 
into the Vagina, and pufhing up the breech 
higher, made room for my hand to advance 


along the thighs, towards the Pundus Uteri: 
finding the legs up towards the Pundus, and 


fome 
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fome water ftill retained in the Uterus, I eafi- 
ly folded down the legs, and after I had 
brought them and the thighs without the Os 
Externum, I turned the belly to the Sacrum, 
and delivered the child, asin the firft Cafe. 


CoA te BUX, 


The breech prefenting at the brim of the Pe/- 
wis, the child large, and the thighs to the 
Pubis; the patient troubled with floodings. — 


I was called by a midwife, in the year 
1748, to a woman who was in labour of her 
firft child. The right hip was pufhed down 
at the right fide of the Peis; the woman 
had been long in labour; a great many cloths 
had been wetted with difcharges of blood 
from the Uterus; and although it owed gra- 
dually, and in fmall quantity, yet the woman 
was confiderably weakened. 

As the fore-parts of the child were towards 
the Abdomen, I placed her on her fide, and 
gradually, as in the former cafe, introducing 
my hand into the Vagina, raifed the breech: 
after I had infinuated it up along the left 
fide of the child, I ftood. more behind the 
woman, and turned my hand to the fore-part 
of the Uterus; but the Uterus being ftrongl ly 
contraéted, I was obliged to advance very 
flowly, dilating as I ‘adv anced, and then. 
eould only bring down the left foot. I was 


afters 
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afterwards obliged to pufh at the breech, and > 


pull at the foot, alternately, before I could 
bring down the leg and the thigh. This 


a being effected, I wrapped a cloth round the | 


leg, and took hold of it with my right hand, 
while at the fame time I applied the fingers 
of my left above the right haunch, on the 
outfide of the groin; and by pulling with 
both hands, brought down the body, till the 
ham of the right leg was defcended below 
the Pudis. I tried to turn the fore-parts of 
the child backwards; but could not till I 
brought down the right leg. | 

Finding the child was large, and expecting 
it would take a good deal of force to deliver 
the head, I altered the woman's pofition by 
turning her on her back: then wrapping a 
cloth round the thighs and breech, having 


already turned the fore-parts of the child to ' 


the back part of the Userus, I brought it 
down to the fhoulders; but finding it ftopped 
at the head, I introduced my fingers and 
hand along the breaft, and difcovered that 
the obftruéction was from the forehead’s reft- 


=. 


ing againft the left arm of the child at the | 


left fide of the Sacrum, I then brought down 
that arm, introduced two fingers into the 
mouth, -and delivered as in the former cafes, 
though not without a great deal of force: 
for after I had got the fingers of my right 
hand 
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hand into the mouth, and laid the child’s 
body on that arm, and taken a firm hold 
over the fhoulders with the fingers of my left 
hand, I was obliged to encreafe the force every 
attempt. Being afraid I fhould overftrain 
the jaw, I withdrew my fingers out of the 
mouth, and tried Daventer’s method, by 
prefiing down the fhoulders, fo as to bring 
the Occiput from below the Pudrs; the head, 
however, being too high to be moved by that 
method, I again had recourfe to the former ; 
but advanced my fingers higher, placing them 
on each fide of the nofe: I pulled fo long, 
and with fo great force, before the head 
was delivered, that I was furprifed to find 
the child alive. 


C°A SE.) X. 


The breech prefented; the thighs to the Sz- 
crum, and the Pe/vs diftorted. 


I was befpoke in the year 1 748, to a wo- 
man who had fuffered very much in her for- 
mer labours from the Pe/uzs being diftorted. 
When I was called to her about fix in the 
morning, I found the mouth of the womb 
largely open, and the membranes pufhed 
down with the waters in time of a ftrong 
pain. As the pain went off, and the mem- 
branes became lax, I felt plainly through 
them, that the head did not prefent ; but was 

uncertain 


‘aia ae 
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uncertain whether it was the breech or the 
fhoulder: I could juft touch with my finger 


the projection of the laft Vertebra of the loins 
with the upper part of the Sacrum. Tho 
concerned that the child did not prefent fair, 


I was pleafed to find that the Pe/uzs was not 
quite fo narrow as it had been reprefented. 


About an hour after I came, and_ before 
the membranes broke, I examined and found 
them pufhed farther down; and as the pain 


went off, I found that the breech prefented. 


Placing the woman in a convenient pofition 
as defcribed in Collect, xxv. No. 1. Cafe 4. 
with her head and fhoulders lower than her 
breech, I gradually opened the Os externum, 
and introduced my hand into the Vagina as a 
pain went off. Endeavouring to raife the 


breech, my fingers broke through the mem- 


branes, and as a large quantity of waters were 
retained, I eafily brought down the legs, which 
were to the back parts of the Userus. 

_ Aiter I had brought down the body to the 
fhoulders, I tried to bring the head into the 
Pelvis, by pulling in different direCtions, viz. 
upwards, downwards, and from fide to fide ; 
but finding I could bring it no further, I in- 


troduced my fingers and hand in a flattened 


_ form’ betwixt the breaft and back part of the 


- 


Os exteraum. In advancing further, I felt the 


ey chin and face at the upper part of the Os 


Sacrum, 
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Sacrum, the forehead retained above the dif- 
torted part formed by the laft Vertebra of the 
loins, and the forementioned bone: |] tried to 
pull the forehead down with my fingers placed 
on each fide of the nofe; but could not move 
it: then I pulled down the left arm of the 
child, and prefled the face and forehead to 
the left fide of the Pelvis, where there was 
more room. I made a fecond effort to bring 
down the head in the fame manner as before; 
but as it ftill ftuck, I pulled down the right © 
arm: in a third trial, I brought the forehead 
down into the hollow of the Os Sacrum; de- 
livered the head, and faved the child, con-_ 
trary to expectation. 


Ae Hes ie 


The breech prefenting: the Pe/vis narrow; 
and the thighs to the Pudzs. . 


I was called by a midwife in the year 1752, 
and found the breech prefenting, and the 
Pelvis diftorted. The midwife told me, that 
the woman’s former labours had been very 
difficult and tedious; but now as the breech 
prefented, fhe was afraid the difficulty would 
be greater; obferving that, fhe had fent for 
affiftance as foon as fhe found (after the wa- 
ters came oft) the pofition of the child. As 
I found the thighs were towards the Pudis, I 

kept the woman as fhe was then lying on her 
| left’. 


——- 


CASES in MIDWIFERY. 81 


 Ueft fide, and brought her breech nearer the 
fide of the bed. Introducing my hand ‘into 
the Vagina, 1 puthed up the breech of the 
child, and advanced along the fore-parts of 
the Uterus, to fearch for the feet; but, find- 
ing a greater refiftance than I expected from. 
. the Urerus and child, and perceiving the head 
and fhoulders of the woman lay high, I turn- 
ed her from the fide pofition to her knees and 

_ elbows, without bringing down my hand, by 
- which means her breech was raifed higher 
_ than the‘body.. I found the refiftance dimi- 
nifhed, and brought down the legs; then 
- turning her to her ‘back, brought down the | 
_ body. After I had turned the fore-parts of 
the child to the back-parts of the Userus, I 
introduced my fingers to the face, as in the 
former cafe. Finding it to the left fide of 
the projection at the upper part of the Sacruyz, 
and the right arm lying before it at the left 
fide of the Pefvis, 1 firft brought down that, 
and then helped down the forehead; but be- 
fore I could deliver the head, I was obliged 
to bring down the other arm, and faved this 
child alfo, although a good deal of force was 

ufed to deliver the hiéddh | 

Five minutes elapfed before the child iid 

ed, and it continued much longer breathing 
weakly ; but by the ufe of ftimulants it be- 

- gan to cry, and continued to cry inceffantl y> 
Vor. III, G till 
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till one of the women obferved a large {well- 
ing betwixt the left ear and temple. This I 
immediately preffed with my fingers, on which 
it ceafed crying; but in taking them off it _ 
began again, and the {welling that fubfided 
on preflure returned. To remedy the com- 
plaint, I dipped a thick comprefs in a _mix- 
ture of oil, {pirits and vinegar, and apply- 
ing itto the tumor, defired the woman that 
held the infant, to keep her fingers preffed on 
the place for a long time. When I examined 
it next day the {welling was gone; and it 
appeared to have been that part which ftopt 
fo long at the projection of the upper part. . 
of the Sacrum, before the head was delivered. 


CASE XH. 
The breech prefented ; the body and arms 
delivered by a midwife. 

In the year 1748, I was called in a great hur- 
ry, toa woman in the fame ftreet. On examin- 
ing, I found the body of the child deliver- 
ed, and only the head remaining unextra¢ted. 
The patient was pretty corpulent, and begged 
that I would relieve her out of her mifery, 
and if poflible fave the infant. 

I feltno pulfation in the Funis Umbilicahs; 
but as that might have been juft ftopped, I 
immediately, and with great eafe, delivered 


the head, PY introducing my hand betwixt 
the 
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_ the neck of the child and the back part of the 
Pelvis. I flipped two fingers into the mouth, 
_ which was to the left fide of the Sacrum: by 
_ that hold I brought down the face and fore- 
head; turning them at the fame time a little 
more backwards, into the concave part of the 
Sacrum: then placing the fingers of my 
othér hand over the fhoulders; and on 
each fide of the neck; and raifing up the 
body, as thé woman was in a fupine pofition, 
I delivered the head a8 déftribed in Cafe x and 
2 of this Collection. — 
"Two of thé patient’s fitters who were pre- 
fent} finding: the child was dead, exprefled 
their refentment againft the midwife, and 
ordered her out of the roomi: however, 
Finterpofed, and defired that fhe might firft 
affift in laying the woman right in bed; then 
I begged to hear the progrefs of the labour. 

As fhe found the breech prefent, and had 
ufed more force than is commonly exerted, 
’ the friends had been alarmed ; but were fatis- 
fied fora little; when fhe affured them that 
the child came im thé natural way, and that 
the patient and child would be foon and fafely 
delivered. | 3 

She at’ firft brought down the body and 
aims eafily, with the affiftance of the ftrong 
pains, but with all‘her ftrength fhe could not 
deliver the head; and at laft was ee to 

G 2 own 
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own to the attendants that the child came ~ 


wrong; though not before fhe had made 
feveral trials after the firft alarm. 


CYANO UR. ALi. 


The breech prefented, and delivered by a 
midwife. 


In the year 1752, I was called by a mid- 
wife, who told me that the body of the child 
had been delivered an hour ago; but not — 
being able to bring out the head, fhe had 
defired my affiftance. As the pairis were now 
grown ftronger, fhe begged I would wait a 
little, and if the patient was not foon deli-— 
vered fhe would introduce me to her. I in- 
quired if fhe had felt any pulfation in the _ 
Funis, atter the body came down; fhe ac- 
knowledged that fhe had felt it at firft, but 
it had {topped long ago. 

She was called into the room in a hurry, 
and the head was immediately delivered with 
the pains. 

About an hour. after, I was fent for by 
the fame midwife to another woman, where 
the breech prefented, and who formerly was 
ufed to have tedious labours. 

I had told the midwife on the former oc- 
cafion, that fhe had loft the child by not 
fending fooner, and defired fhe would never 
call me again in fuch a manner. This re- 


proof 
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| proof had the defired effect, for the fent for’ 
me in this cafe immediately on the: water’s 
coming off, and when fhe was certain that 
the breech prefented. | 
: Finding the Pe/ws narrow, and that the 
breech did not advance with the affiftance of 
the ftrong pains, I brought down the legs 5 
but as the patient did not lie in an advan- 
4 -tageous pofition, as defcribed in Cafe 1. of 
this Colieétion,. I caufed her to be turned to 
that pofture, and delivered the body and head 
of the child, as in the two laft Cafes; but 
with greater difficulty than any that I ever 
BS dclivered in that manner, the child being 
alive. 
After the biodse and arms were brought 
_ down, by dint of many tepeated efforts, I 
delivered the head; but in the mean time, 
‘imagined it was impoilible the child would 
be alive, as I found the neck was fo over- 
ftretched ; and if it had not.come along at 
the laft effort, I was refolved to have ufed the 
-afliftance of the crotchet. 
_ J ftopped in the middle of thefe efforts, 
‘and attempted to extract with the {hort 
—ftraight Forceps; butthe head was above the 
brim of the Pe/vs, and the curvature of the 
Os Sacrum prevented their taking a proper 
“hold, fo as to be of any fervice. This: was 
- the reafon which prompted me to contrive a 
Gs! longer 
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Macpsine 


Jonger kind, the blades of which are curved 
to one fide. [Vide the anatomical tables: a 


Alfo Collect. 35: : 


CASE XIy. 
The body of a child delivered, and the fore- 
head detained above the Pudis. 
In the year 1750, I was fent forin a great 
hurry toa labour, where the midwife had 
delivered the body and arms of the child ; 


but, after feveral trials, and the affiftance of ~ 


the pains, could not extraét the head. 
The fore-head was detained above the Pu- 


bis. Finding it was not poflible to move it) f 


backwards towards the Sacrum, as fhe lay in 


ia fupine pofition acrofs the bed, I pulled the 


body of the Fetus downwards, and, at the 
fame time, prefled the chin with the finger of 
the other hand to the breaft: by pulling up 
and down with, both hands, Tat laft brought 
the fore- head out from below the Pudis, and 
delivered the woman of a dead child, though 
not without a good deal of force. 

J have had feveral cafes, in which the Nates 
prefented, and the children, where fmall, have 
been delivered fafely with the labour pains ; 
efpecially when the fore parts of the Fetus 
were to the back parts of the Urerus, but 


commonly with more difficulty when in the 


above pofitiom 
CASE 


a letter from Mr. 


Sey 
“ee 
5 
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athe breech prefented ; a flooding came on 


Fed 
ea 

vy at 
Ses 
ee 


after delivery ; and the woman died. In 
dated —— 1752. 


He was called toa woman that had mifcar- 


‘ied two years before, and fince that had 
- been fubject to copious dilcharges, high co- 
— loured and feetid. 

‘The membranes had been three days broke: 


a he found the pains were but inconfiderable, 
and fome waters {till drained away during 
- each; being alfo high coloured and feetid. 


The Os Urert was high-up, thick, but lit- 
tle open; which prevented his knowing the 


- pofition of the Fetus. 


_ As the pains were faint, the child advanced 


very little in many hours; yet fhe complained 


as much as if fhe had been in {trong labour; 


_ and the Os Urer? was fo extremely fenfible, 


that fhe could not bear the gentleft touch 


without {creaming. 


When the pains grew quicker and {tronger, 
fhe placed herfelf on her knees, at which time 


he found the Nates prefented, and endeavour- 


ed to dilate the paflage; but although the 
pains were vigorous and forcing, the part 
came no longer, neither could he apply his 


fingers to the groins, to help the body along. 


G 4 He 


88 CASES in MIDWIFERY. 


He then laid her in a fapine pofition ; and 
after introducing his hand into the Uferus, 
“with great eafe brought down one leg, and 
finifhed the delivery. 

The child at firft fhewed finall figns of life; 
but afterwards recovered, and is now alive. 

The mother, foon after delivery, was feized 
with a flooding, which, notwithftanding all 
he could do, carried her off in an hour. | 


Although it 1s difficult to judge of cafes at 


a diftance; yet J think, as the patient was 
not weak, and had {trong pains, there was 
no occafion to force open the parts fo foon to 


4 


y 
' 
' 
7 


bring down the leg: The child is feldomin. — 


danger of being loft, before the Nates come 


down tothe external parts: for it is fafer for ‘ 
the patient to allow them to open the Os Urert — 


flowly, than to endanger its being tore with 
the hand. 


iad Nap Dube fb 


The breech prefented; in a letter from Mr. 

Ayer, dated Bofton, Lincolnfhire, 1750. 

Sir, 

Between eleven and twelve at night, I was 
called to E. J. who was fuddenly taken with 
labour pains when afleep in bed, and. they 
had broke the membranes, 

She 


Se ae 
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She had a {trong pain. when I entered the 


~ room; but my coming im gave a check to them 


4 my other hand into the other groin; by 


ioe. till fome time after. 


When I examined, the Naztes ane ee at 


; the lower part of the Pe/vis, and the pains 


being ftrong, I did not attempt to pufh up 
the breech, to bring down the legs; I only 
dilated the Os Externum, and foon after that, 
I was able to infinuate a finger into one of 
the gros; and in a little time, a finger of 


which means, and the affiftance of the pains, 
I drew down the body to the hams, and ex=_ 
tracted the legs. . 

Having wrapped a cloth round the. extract- 
ed parts, as the face of the child was towards 
the Sacrum of the mother, the delivery was 
foon finifhed, only it {tuck a little at the head, 
and the Placenta adhered to the back part of 
the Uterus, but came off without much trouble. 

The child was a lufty girl; and altho’ fhe 
did not at firft feem alive, yet in.a little time 
after fhe began to cry. 

The patient, after being put in bed, was 
attacked with violent pains in her hips and 
body; on which I was again fent for. As 


the difcharges were fmalb, I fent an anodyne 


mixture, with div. of Theriac. Androm. one 
half of which gave her immediate eafe. [Vide 
Collect. XLII. Cafe 3. ] 

| : CASE 
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CASE. XVII. 


The woman very weak; the child’s arms pre- 
fented, with the breech; written by the 
fame gentleman, in the year 1747, when 
he attended my lectures, and fent with the 
foregoing cafe. 


One of the gentlemen, and one of the 
midwives, that attended my lectures, were fent 
to one of the poor women, who was taken in 
Jabour in the eighth month of pregnancy. 

The Os Uteri was a little open; the mem- 
branes were forced down with the waters, 
and broke foon after they arrived ; when find- 
ing that the child did not prefent in the na- 
tural way, they immediately fent for me. 

On examining, I found the Os Ureri thick 

_ and rigid; within it, on the left fide, an el- 
bow ; and on the right, one of the Nazges. 
_ The patient had, fome time before that, 
been, much weakened by a quartan ague; her 
pulfe was low and weak, her body greatly 
emaciated, and fhe could fcarcely fpeak, or 
ftand upon her legs. 

Being informed, that fhe had taken little 
nourifhment for feveral days, I fent for, and 
ordered her to take’a little toafted bread and 
warm wine frequently, to recruit t her ftrength 
and revive her fpirits. 

Having fent for my principal midwife, and 
the reft ss my Pept I defired her to keep © 
the 
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the patient quiet in bed, which indeed was 
only a little ftraw laid in a cold garret; for 
at that time we were obliged to {muggle our 
_ patients, on account of the barbarity of the 
church-wardens. 

In about four hours after this, the mid- 
wife fent for me; the woman was now much 
recruited by the nourifhment fhe had taken ; 
for befides the bread and wine, fhe had alfo 
_ got fome broth; her pulfe was much ftronger, 


a and fhe was able to walk about the room. 


After waiting fome hours longer, and con- 
fidering the woman had formerly eafy la- 
bours, I thought it was a pity to keep her 
longer in pain, as there feemed little hope of 
her being delivered without afliftance; for, 
im examining again, I imagined what I took 
for the elbow was a heel, and the other one 
of the fhoulders. 

Having placed the patient on her knees and 


elbows, according to Daventer’s method, not 


indeed of choice, but from neceffity, for want 
of proper accommodation, and having her 
firmly fupported by the. female affiftants, I 
gradually dilated the Os Externum, and, with 
fome difficulty, introduced my hand into the 
Vagina. ‘Then I found with more certainty, 
that the Fetus prefented, according to my 
firft opinion, v7z. the hip at the right fide, 
and the elbow, with the head above it, at the 
| other 
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other fide, within the Os Uteri. This I tried 
to ftretch open ; 1t was then about the wide- 
nefs of a crown piece, and could only receive 
the ends of the thumb and fingers contracted 
together, in a conical form; but the orifice 
felt fo thick and rigid, that I could not, by 
~ feveral efforts, dilate fo much as to be able 
to introduce my hand into the Uferus. Al- 
though the patient bore it with a good deal 
of patience, yet it fatigued her fo much, that 
I defifted, and was afraid of ufing greater 
force. 

The affiftants feemed much furprized when 
I ordered the woman to be again laid down 
on her fide, and did not attempt any more 
to deliver the child; but they were all fatis- 
fied when I told them the danger of tearing 
the Uterus, and of the woman’s dying in the 
operation, from her great weaknefs; and 
that as there was no flooding, it was’ much 
{afer to continue giving her nourifhing food ; 
for although the child prefented wrong, yet 
when’ her ftrength was recruited, the pains 
would come on ftronger, by which fome of 
the parts would be forced down, and gradu- 
ally dilate the Os Uferz. 

I alfo obferved, that if the labeat ended as 
I had foretold,, it would be of greater ufe to 
them than to ‘have feen me run too great a 
rifque of the woman’s life, and after all be 
foiled in the delivery. 

As 
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[oe Se ee 


CASES in MIDWIFERY. 93 


As her pains were weak, and at long in- 
tervals, I gave her a grain of opium to carry 


_ them off, and procure reft, defiring one of 


the midwives, obs with the patient, to give 
* hera little ~% frequently, and to fend for 
me and the reft of the pupils when the pains 
came on, and when fhe Sci the Os Uteri 
more open. | | 
When we left the patient, it was eleven at 


night, and we were all called early next morn- 


ing. By that time three of the gentlemen 
reached the place, the breech came down of 
a fudden, and one of the pupils delivered 

the body and head with great eafe, as ns 
child was fmall. 
_. When the reft of the pupils arrived with 
me, we were informed, that the woman had 
been vifited with pains every now and then, 
and ilept betwixt them, fo as to be much re- 
frefhed ; after which flumbers, the pains had 
fuddenly returned with greater vigour, forced 
down the Nafes, and opened the Os Uterz, 
which then felt foft and yielding. From the 


a livid appearance of the child’s body, and the - 


tripping off of the fcarf-fkin, it plainly ap- 
peared, that it had been dead for many days. 
The woman recovered, tho’ long in a weak 
condition. 

CASE 
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CASE XVII. 

_Acafe in which the thighs prefented, 1747: 

A young woman going with her firft child; 
of a weakly conftitution, flender, and of a 
fmall fize, had taken very little nourifhment 
during the laft months of her pregnancy, 
and had fwallowed feveral purging medi 
cines, from a miftaken notion that fhe was 
dropfical. Both her hufband and niece, who 
lived with her, died but a few weeks before 
fhe was delivered, misfortunes which funk her 
fpirits much, and increafed her weaknefs.. 


The labour was very flow and lingering; 


on account of her great weaknefs. The mids 
wife could not difcover any part of the child, 
till feveral hours after the membranes were 
broke, and then felt a foot, with a thigh 
lying a-crofs, at the upper part of the Pe/vis. 
She immediately fignified the danger, upon 
which account I was fent for. On examin-= 
ing, I found it in the fame manner as the 
midwife had deferrbed: her pulfe was weak 
and low, and fhe Jay on her left fide, with) 
her breech near the fide of the bed: 

As fhe was fo feeble, I chofe firft to try 
if the body could be brought flowly along in 
that pofition. After ordering her a little 
warm wine, I introduced my right hand, 
which was anointed with pomatum, flowly 

INTO’ 
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into the Vagina, during the time of a pain. I 


- found the Os Externum faficiently dilated, and 


brought down by degrees the leg and thigh; 


but then perceived the child was fo large, 


that it would not be poffible to bring it along, 


-unlefs I could bring down the other leg and 


thigh alfo. The thigh I had already brought 
down, filled up the Pe/ws in fach a manner, 
that I could not get my hand pafled, without 
ufing too much violence: I then by degrees, 


: _ juft as the pain was going off, bent the leg to 


the thigh, and pufhed it up into the Urerus, 
As the woman could not be kept firm in 
this pofition, neither could I ufe fo fteady and 
equal a force as to bring down the body, and 
extract the head, as I could do. while fhe lay 


_ fupme on her back, I had her placed in that 


pofition. She had not any flooding, except 
fome little fhews, as they are termed by the 
midwives; thefe are only a few fireaks of | 
blood, which frequently proceed from ftretch- 
ing the Os Internum. I again introduced my 
hand into the Vagina, then pafled it along at 
the fide of the Pefus, through the Os Inter-_ 
num, ap into the Uterus, and within the mem- 
branes. I kept my hand there a little to dif- 
cover the pofition of the child exactly, which 
lay with its left buttock, thigh and leg, over 
the brim of the Pe/uis, its belly towards the 
mother’s, the right buttock to the woman’s 

right 
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right fide, and the fhoulders up to the Fundus 
Uteri, with its head turned downwards to the 


left fide. I had introduced mylefthand, which 


~ Juckily an{wered beft in this pofition. I then 
raifed up the buttocks, and turned the belly 
more to the right fide, which brought my 
hand eafier to the right thigh and leg of the 
child, which were extended up along the 
belly and breaft. I laid hold of the leg, and 
folded itdown along the thigh to the buttock; 
then brought it and the other leg into the Ya- 
gina. The knees and thighs followed; but 
the child being large, and the woman {mall, 
although the Pe/vis was well fhaped, accord~ 
ing to her fize, the breech and body of the 
child came along with great difficulty. 

I began to turn the belly of the child to 
the mother’s back, before the breech was 
brought through the Os Externum: when the 
breech was turned to the Os Pudss of the 
mother, I gave it a quarter turn more, till 
its Os Sacrum was to the right Os J/chium, that 
this might turn the child’s face, that lay to 
the right fide of the Userus, to the back part. I 
then turned its Os Sacrum back to her Os Pu-. 
bis, and brought along the body, and the 
arms, and delivered the head as direéted 
in the Treatife, but not without a good deal 
of force. The child was alive, which I 
fearcely expected; the mother was fo weak, 

that 
3 
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that fhe could give little affiftance to help along 
the Placenta, but it was at laft feparated flowly, 
and fafely delivered; {he luckily had no large 
a difcharge from the Uterus, but Was in a very 
-. Jow, faintifh condition for feveral hours. 
The only thing that could be done now, was 
to give her a little warm wine and water fre- 
quently, and fometimes a little weak caudle, 
to nourifh and itrengthen her weak body. I 
ordered her belly to be kept moderately prefl- 
ed with an affiftant’s hands, till a bandage 
could be fafely applied. She was fo weak, 
that I thought it was better to go on in giv- 
ing her nothing more than a little nourifh- 
mient, efpecially as it ftayed on her ftomach. 
For fome weeks before, fhe had thrown up 
-moft of her food, and could fcarcely retain 
as much as to keep her alive: however, I] or- 
dered the following medicine ; but only to be 
ufed, if fhe fhould be taken nia violent 
pains, or reftlefnefs. 3 


R. Sperm. Ceti. Theriac. Androm, a D1. Syr. Groed 

q.f. ut f. Bolus fumend. cum hauft. fequent. et rep. 

= quarta quaq. hora, vel ut opus fuerit ad duas vices, 

Py fe Be Agu. Cinnam. Simp. Zi. aq. Alexiter. Spirit. 
cum Aceto Syr. e Meconio. & 31). 


The next day I found her much better : the 
had got fome reft; and the difcharges were 
moderate, altho’ fhe had not taken the medie 
cines. 


Vou. Ill. H COL. 
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COLLECTION XXXII, 
(Vide Vol. I. Book III. Ch. IV. See. 3.] 


Of preternatural cafes; the membranes not 
broke, or the waters not all difcharged ; 
alfo cafes of floodings and convulfions, in 
which it was abfolutely neceflary to deliver. | 


NUMBER -E 


Women in labour, and the children in a 
wrong pofition. 


Os Dass took. 


In the year 1731, I was called in the night 
to a young woman, who lived at fome dif 
tance in the country; and was told by the 
meffenger, that fhe was in the utmoft danger 
from a violent cholic. 3 

After my arrival, while the mother was 
telling me about her daughter’s illnefs, I ob- 
ferved the cholic pains returned periodically, 
and feemed more like labour than the alleged 
complaint. 

She was then in bed, lying on her fide, and 
her back towards the place where I was feated. 
On pretence of examining her ftomach, I 
felt the lower part of the Abdomen of a round 
globular figure; and below the integuments, 
the Uferus firm and tenfe, above the Pudzs, 

. and. 
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-and betwixt that and the Umdzhcus: then I 


examined the Vagina in time of that pain, 


and found the membranes forced down with 
_ the waters to the lower part thereof. When 


the pain abated, I felt the fhoulder and arm 


of the Fetus, within the relaxed membranes, 


Without faying any thing to the patient, I 
defired to fpeak with her mother and aunt in 
another room; and as this was an ante-nup- » 


tial affair, I told them the cafe ; and defired 


they might hold their tongues at prefent ; for, 
if they acted otherwife, it might endanger 
the patient's life. 

Having defired the patient to move her 
breech near the fide of the bed, and flipped 


‘ a bed-fheet, folded, below her, to {punge up 


the moifture, I gradually introduced the fin- 
gers of my right hand, contracted in a coni- 
cal form, through the Os Externum, which 
was largely dilated by the membranes, during - 


the interval of the pains. As one of thefe 


returned, I pufhed my hand into the Vagina, 


and againft the tenfe membranes, to break 


through them, fo as to get within them to 


the body of the Ferus; but they being rigid, 


my hand flipped through the Os User‘, and 


up into the womb, on the out-fide of the 

membranes; then grafping them with my 

fingers, they burft afunder. . | 

_ As IT had now introduced my hand within 

the methbranes, I found the child floating 
a ae in 


100 CASES 1s MIDWIFERY. 


ina large quantity of waters, which were 
Kept up fo as that not one drop could patfs, 
my arm plugging up the paflage. I now 
found the head was detained by the navel- 
ftring’s furrounding the neck: this I difen- 
gaged, and by a little pufh at the head, it 
{wam up to the Fundus Uterz ; then the Nates 
coming down, I took hold of the legs, and 
brought them without the external parts: 
the child being fmall, was eafily delivered 
with the Placenta. | 

The child was alive, but died foon after. 
According to the patient’s reckoning, fhe was 
only entered into the feventh month of her . 
pregnancy. Had I known this circumftance 
at firft, there would have been no occafion to 
do. any thing but perforate the membranes ; 
for, as the paflages were fo largely open, and 
the child fo fmall, it would have been foon 
delivered in any pofition, -with the labour 
pains; but as my hand was Up in the Uterus, 
it was then better to deliver as above. 

This cafe was of great ufe to me after- 
wards; as I difcovered by it, that the waters 
are prevented from coming down by the 
arm’s plugging up the paflage, if the mem- 
branes are not broke before the hand is in- 
troduced into the Ufrerus; and this is a fa- 
vourable circumftance, when the child is 
large, and in a wrong pofition; for, when - 


. the 


oe 
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the membranes are broke, and the waters 


pour all off at once, before the hand can be > 
got up, the Uterus contracts fo clofe to the 
body of the child, that it is then more dif- 


ficult to effect the delivery. 


CASE Uh, 


‘The breech prefenting, with the legs lying 


acrofs before it, and the membranes not 
broke. 


A woman, in the year 1743, befpoke me 
to attend her, becaufe her two former labours © 
had been’ difficult, and both children had 
been loft. | 

When I was called to her in labour, I found, 


_ duringa pain, the Os User7 largely open, and 


within the membranes the feet and Nares of 
the Fetus; but before mentioning this, I in- 
quired of the patient how her fornier la- 
bours were, and if in the natural way: the 
nurfe anfwered, that they were; but on my 
faying, that the child came now in a wrong 
polition, fhe acknowledged that both the for- 
mer children came by the feet, and were de- 
livered by different midwives, who were oblig- 
ed to ufe a great deal of force, and each a 
long time before the heads could be deliver- 
ed; but this circumftance had been kept a 
eres from the patient, to prevent any gen- 
tleman’s being called. 

2 Examin- 
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Examining after this information, and not 
finding any figns of a diftorted Pelvis, I 
imagined that the lofs of the children might 
have proceeded from the heads of both ob- 
ftructing the circulation in the navel-ftrings. 
Being in hope of fucceeding. better, I had 
the patient laid in bed, in an advantageous 
pofition, for the more fpeedy afliftance, if the 
delivery fhould prove tedious; vz. fupine, 
acrofs the bed, and her legs {upported by two 
of my pupils, who were allowed to be pre- 
fent, as a recompence for my trouble. 

The pains being ftrong, the waters had by 
this time forced down he enone through 
the Os Externum, nto which I eafily intro- 
duced my hand, broke the membranes, and 
brought down the legs and body of the child; 
but as it ftuck at the fhoulders, I was obliged 
to bring down one of the arms, and after 
that another: I then felt that the difficulty 
of delivering the head was from the child’s 
being large, and the patient and Pe/v/s {mall. 

As I fil felt a pulfation in the Funzs, I 
had, all along, and at the different efforts, 
wfed great caution to prevent over-ftraining 
the neck; but after many unfuceefsful at- 
tempts to deliver in time of the pains, and 
the * lation of the Fun7s growing languid, 
as well as the woman’s efforts, I was obliged 
to increafe the force, as 1n cafes of the laft 

| cols 
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collection. I had the long curved Forceps 
ready ; but as I had delivered children with 
more force, and alive, I tried one effort more, 
-by which the head was, delivered. At that 
- inftant I was forry to find the neck over- 
firained, and reflected, that this might have 
been prevented. with the above inftrument. 
The child, when delivered, feemed alive, and 
by ufing the common method to affift refpir- 
ation, it gafped three or four times, and ex- 
- pired. 
| Befides my being forry that I did not try 
the Ferceps, before this laft effort to deliver, 
I alfo reflected, that as there was a large 
quantity of waters furrounding the child, 
that the membranes were not broke, the parts 
_ jargely open, the woman and pains ftrong, 
and that her children had been loft from 
the difficulty of delivering the head; thefe 
circumftances confidered, it would have been 
better practice, as directed in Collect. XVI. 
No. 6. Cafes 4, 7, and 8. to have introduced 
my hand into the Urerus, broke the mem- 
branes, and brought down the head to pre- 
fent; by which means it would have been 
Sfacened down in a lengthened form through 
the {mall Pe/v7s, andthe child would have had 
a better chance of coming with more life in- 
to the world; but I own I did not think of 
this method till it was too late, and the body 
| H 4 | was 
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was brought down. [Vide Collect. XXXIV. 
No. 1, Cafe 7.] | 


C AS E& cil. 


The membranes broke, the arm in the Vagina, 
and the fhoulder filling up the Os Useri, 
in fuch a manner as kept up the greatelt 
part of the waters. 


Being called to awoman in Jabour, in the 
year 1737, the midwife told me, that the la- 
bour had gone on in the common way, by 
the membranes being forced down, and open- 
ing the internal parts; but in place of the 


head, fhe found fomething like a hand or 


foot within them ; on which account, fhe had 
recourfe to my affiftance, as foon as fhe per- 
ceived the wrong pofition of the child. 

Some time before I arrived, the membranes 
broke. On examining, [ found the hand and 
fore arm forced down without the Os FEx- 
ternum ; and being informed that alarge quan- 
tity of waiters had been difcharged froth the 
Uterus, T expected it would require much force 
to turn, and deliver, by bringing down ey 
legs of the child. 

“Having prepared every thing neceflary to 
prevent hurry and confufion in time of the 
operation, and having alfo put the patient in 
a fupine pofition, as directed in Collect. XXV. 
No. I, Cale 1. L took hold of the child’s hand, 


which 
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_ which was the right, with my left hand, and 
introduced my right in a flattifh form, up 
betwixt the Sacrum and thechild’s arm, where 
I found the fhoulder clofely engaged in the 
Os Uter?, which prevented all the waters from 
coming off; for, pufhing up the arm and_ 
fhoulder, they, with my hand, flipped with 
eafe into the Userus. 

Finding that my arm filled up the Vagina, . 
fo as to prevent the remaining waters from 
_ coming down, I with my hand examined the 
pofition of the Fetus, and found the head low 
down at the left fide of the Userus, the Nates 
to the right, at the Fumdus, with the legs 
folded up at that fide. As there was a large 
- quantity of waters {till remaining, I raifed the 
head to the Fundus Uters, and brought down 
the legs with much greater eafe than I at firft 
expected; and the child not being large, was 
fafely delivered, 


7 CaS BY. 
The breech prefenting, introduced a hand 


to turn the child; and the membranes 
broke. 


Being called in the year 1744, toa pa- 
‘tient in labour of her firft child, I examined 
in time of a pain, and found the Os Uterz 
was open about the breadth of a fhilling, the 
membranes and waters were forced down, 

I and 
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and gradually dilating the parts; but not being 
certain as to the prefentation of the child, I 
defired a midwife whom I left in waiting, to 
fend for me, when fhe found the labour far- 
ther advanced. 

The woman being impatient, ] was again 
called in about two hours; when I found no 
great alteration, only the Os Uteri*was felt a 
little fofter and not fo thick ; as the pain abat- 
ed, I likewife felt fome part of thechild; but 
feared it was not the Vertex, as it had not the 
large round hardnefs of that part, being ra- 
_ ther fofter and more unequal. 

I mentioned nothing of this; but encourag- 
ed the patient, and allowed the labour to go 
on flowly, by which means the Os Uteri was 
gradually dilated ; and at laft I plainly per- 
ceived that the face prefented. 

In order to prevent reflections, if the child 
fhould have been loft in the delivery, I pri- 
vately, without the patient’s knowledge, told 
her friends the wrong prefentation ; and on 
pretence that a fupine pofition would affift the 
delivery, I had her conveniently laid in that 
attitude, io that I could affift with advantage 
in cafe the waters fhould be difcharged of a 
fudden. | 

By this time, the membranes had fully 
ftretched the Os Uterz, and begun to dilate 
the Vagina; but being afraid they would break 

before 


ne ea ee ee ee 


CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 107. 


before they could fufficiently open the Os Eiko 
ternum, I gradually aflifted every pain with two 


fingers in the Vagina, to make room to intro- 


- duce my hand, either to be ready, in cafe the 
membranes fhould break, to bring the head 
of the Fetus into the natural pofition, if the 
Pelvis was narrow and the head large; or if 
not, to turn and deliver by the legs. 

When the parts were fufficiently dilated 


_ fo.as to admit my hand, I eafily introduced 


it into the Vagina, on which the membranes 
broke, and fome of the waters came off; 
then I pufhed up the head, infinuated my 
hand into the Uferus, and my arm filling up 
the Vagina and Os externum, prevented any 
more from coming down. 

The peeainles of the child were to the 
right fide of the Uferus: the Pe/vis was not 
narrow, nor was the child uncommonly large; 
and there being ftill a large quantity of water, 
J with great eafe and fafety brought the legs, 
and: delivered the child. 


Sg OCs ap 


The child dead ; the Abdomen tumefied, and 
inflated fo as op be lighter than the con- 
tained waters, through which no part of 
the Fetus could be felt, 

In the year 1744, one of the poor women 
where the pupils attended, fell in labour 
in the eighth month of pregnancy,. about 


ten 
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ten days after fhe had been feverely beaten ; 
fhe had been in a lingering way for two days. 

As the midwives and gentlemen could not — 
feel any part of the child prefent, they fuf- 
pected it would be a preternatural cafe, and 
fent for me. On examining I found the Os 
Uteri largely open, and in time of a ftrong 
pain, the waters forcing down the mem- 
branes into the Vagina; but when the pain 
abated, and the tenfe membranes relaxed, 
no pait of the Fetus could be felt. I then 
obferved, as this was the woman’s firft child, 
it was ftill proper to have patience, and al- 
low the membranes to ftretch the Vagina, and 
external parts. 

Having ordered the patient to be laid in a 
convenient pofture, as in the former cafe, to — 
be ready to deliver in cafe the Fetus fhould 
be in a wrong pofition, I waited until I found 
the membranes were forced thro’ the Os ex- 
ternum, and had fufficiently dilated the fame ; 
but finding them ftill rigid, the woman weak 
from want of nourifhment, and confidering 
the length of the labour before we were called, 
I thought it was proper to begin, and, if pof- 
fible, to prevent the lofs of all the waters, in 
~ eafe the child was in a wrong pofition. 

As a pain abated, and the membranes were 
relaxed, I introduced my hand into the Va- 
gina; but feeling no part of the child, I con- 

cluded 
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~ cluded it lay acrofs the Uterus, with the back, 
fide, or belly downwards. 

In this opinion I forced my hand up into 
the Uterus, on the outfide of the membranes; 
which giving way, I infinuated my hand 
within them, and was furprifed to find the 
whole body of the Fetus clofe up at the Fun- 
dus Uteri, and a large quantity of waters be- 
low, which were kept from coming off, by 
my arm plugging up the Vagina: I alfo felt 
the head lower than any other part of the 
_ child: the caufe of this pofition I did not 
know till after delivery. : 

Having fearched for the feet, and brought 
them with the legs without the Os externum, 
I wrapped a cloth round them, and turned 
the fore-parts of the child backwards; but 
after feveral attempts I could not deliver the 
body. Examining the legs, and finding by 
the Cuticula’s being livid, and ftripping off, 
that the child was certainly dead, and that 
the obftruction proceeded from the inflation 
of the Abdomen, { refolved to open it with the 
{ciffars, or the more certain’ method of the 
crotchet: but on making another trial, and 
with a good deal of force, the expanded belly 
came out all of a fudden, and as the child was 
{mall, the fhoulders and head were eafily de- 
livered. 

If the membranes had broke, and the wa- 
ters come off in time of the labour, the head 


of 
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of the child would have 'prefented to the 
birth. I have had a few cafes of the fame 
kind, where I could not feel any part of the 
child before the membranes were broke, and 
1 could not account for this circumftance be- 
fore I attended this woman; but I have fince 
obferved where no part could be felt when the 
waters were come down with the membranes, 
and the paflage was largely opened, and the 
head prefented after the waters were in part, 
or wholly difcharged, that the child had been 
‘dead fome time; and from the inflation of 
the Abdomen, was fpecifically lighter than 
the waters, efpecially when there is a large 
quantity kept at the upper part of the Urerus ; 
but if there is a {mall quantity, the head will 
be felt before they are difcharged. 

Cafes alfo happen, when no part can be 
felt before, and fometimes even\ after the 
membranes are broke in pendulous bellies, 
and alfo when the child lies acrofs in the 
Uterus. | 


N.U-M BER IL 


Children delivered in the four lait months of 
pregnancy, from violent floodings. 


ICRA Kae i 
Of a woman in the fixth month of her firft 
child: part of the Placenta left in the Urerus. 
. In the year 1733, I was fent for to a wo- 


man, who was attacked with an Hemorrhage 
| <3 front 
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from the Uferus in the fixth month of preg- 


- nancy, occafioned by a fall froma horfe; 


- fhe complained much of pain in her left 
fide, on which fhe fell, and faid, her belly 
_ feemed as overftrained, from the violence of 
the fhock, |: | 
She was brought home, blooded, and put 
to bed before I arrived at the place. The 
parts affected were alfo fomented and im- 
brocated, with a mixture of oil, f{pirits, and — 
‘vinegar, ; 

The difcharge at firft was but fmall: the 
had no pains that indicated a mifcarriage 
coming on; and her pulfe was regular. [ 

ordered barley water acidulated with Sp. Vz- 
trioli for her drink; dire€ting her to be kept 
quiet, that fhe might get as much natural reft 
‘and fleep as poffible. 

Next morning, finding that fhe complain- 
ed more of the bruifed parts ; that the dif- 
charge fiill continued ; and that the fear of 
this, and the fright from the fall, had pre- 
vented fleep; fhe was again blooded, upon 
which the above complaints were abated ; and 
fhe being coftive, was alfo much relieved. by 

an emollient elifter. 
_ Inthe evening, feveral {mall clots of blood 
were difcharged, with flight ftrainings, and 
the hemorrhage returned with greater vio- 
lence than before. The blooding at the arm 
3 . was 
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was repeated, and a paregorick draught 
given her, in which were twenty-five drops 
of Sydenbam’s Liq. Laud. by which means the 
difcharge again abated, and fhe flept pretty 
well all night. 

The complaints from the fall were now 
much better; but fhe being much dejected 
on account of the danger of mifcarrying, I 
endeavoured to foothe and affuage her fears. 
I defired her to keep chiefly in bed; to con- _ 
tinue drinking barley water acidulated; to 
live moftly on weak broths, and panada; 
and to abftain from fermented liquids, and 
every thing that was not of eafy digeftion. 

Neverthelefs, for feveral days a ‘bloody fe- 
rum was continually draining ; and every now 
and then fome coagula came Si: with ftrain- 
ings; which brought on a frefh hemorrhage, 
that foon abated. 

About eight days after fhe had received the 
fall, I was fent for in great hafte at fix in the 
morning, and was informed, that the dif 
charge of a large coagulum of blood was 
followed by a violent flooding, which ftill 
continued. | 

I found her pulfe low, her countenance 
pale, and fhe was fo faint that fhe could 
{carcely fpeak. 

I had all along told her fr ends, the great 
danger to which fhe would be expofed, if the 

flood- 
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flooding fhould return and increafe; before 
labour came on. 

Although fhe had alr oe loft a large quan- 
| tity of blood; yet it was by intervals; and there 
_ had been time between the difcharge'to recruit 
her ftrength by the above-mentioned light 
nourifhing diet. I now found the difcharge 
rather increafed; that there was little pro- 
bability of reftraining it fo as that fhe might 
- ghead in her pregnancy; and I was afraid 
if I delayed attempting the delivery longer, 

fhe might foon be in imminent danger of her 
- Tite. 

At this period a my practice, I did not 
know, that applying ftyptics in the Vagina, 
and filling it up with doflils of lint, would 
fometimes reftrain the flooding, and affift to 
bring on labour: neither did I know, that the 
breaking of the membranes, to allow the dif- 


_ charge of the waters, was of ufe to reftrain 


the floodings, by allowing the Uterus to cone 
-' tract clofe to the contained embryo, or Fetus. 
Vide Collect. xxv. No. 2. Cafe 2. and 7. alfo 
Collect xxv. No. 1. Cafe 3. 

Having fignified to the friends the danger 
that the patient was in, I defired the hufband 
to call another gentleman of the profeffion, 

-who came accordingly. 

After being informed of every circumftanee 
about the patient, he was of the fame opi 

Vow. Ii, I WON, 


114 CASES tn MIDWIFERY. 


nion, and thought it abfolutely neceflary to 
deliver her as foon as poflible. 

Having encouraged the woman, I had her 
laid ina firm pofition, as defcribed in Col- 
lect. xxv. No. 1. Cafe 1. and 4. expecting, as 
it was her firft.child, it would require a good 
deal of force, and coft the patient much 
pain, before the parts would be fufficiently 
dilated, fo as to admit my hand into the Userus. 

Having laid feveral doubles of a fheet be- 
’ low the patient, and being feated properly, I 
began gradually to ftretch the Os externum. 

Having made room for my fingers, which 
were contracted together in a conical form, I 
continued moving them flowly in a femicircu- 
lar manner, and by intervals, till at laft Iin- 
troduced my hand through it into the Vagina. 
During thefe and the following efforts, the 
patient was told, and imagined it was her la- 
bour coming on ; by which deception fhe bore 
the pain with great fortitude. 

I now found the Os Ufer7, only fo much 
open as to receive my fore-finger, by turning . 
which from fide to fide, it yielded fo as to re- 
ceive the middle, and by repeated efforts, was 
at laft fo much dilated, as to enable me to 
introduce all the fingers of that hand: yet af- 
ter feveral trials, I could not make a larger 
opening, and my fingers being much cramped, 
1 was obliged to withdraw that hand which 

Be 7a was 
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was the right, and try to dilate with the fin- 
gers of the other; which were alfo ineffec- 
tual; fothat I thought proper to defift. 
The patient having undergone much fa- 
_ tigue, we ordered her ten drops of Liq. Lau- 
danum in a cup of burnt red wine, and appli- 
ed cloths dipt in vinegar to the external parts, 
and over the Abdomen. Happily for the wo- 
man; we found that the flooding was again 
diminifhed; and agreed that fupporting her 
_ as before with nourifhing fluids to fupply the 
_ lofs of blood, was the only method by which 
we could hope to carry her on; and keep her 

alive until the parts fhould grow more foft and 
yielding, or the labour become more vigorous, 
About nine or ten at night, the flooding 
returned, but was foon reftrained by giving 
a draught with fifteen drops of L7g. Laud, 
She continued in this way for three days, the 
flooding returning four or five times, and 
abating on repeating the draught. 
At the end of this period, fhe was again 
attacked with another violent difcharge, which 
_ did not abaté as formerly. Finding the Os 
Uteri fofter, and to appearance more yielding, 
I made a fecond trial, and at laft with fome 
_ difficulty dilated fo effectually as to introduce 
_my hand into the Uterus, then breaking the 
membranes, I found a larger quantity of wa- 
i 3 ters 
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ters than could have been expected, confider= — 
ing the fmallnefs of the child. 4 

To prevent the weak patient’s fainting, 
from the fudden emptying of the Userus, I 
defired one of the afliftants to prefs on 
her belly with both hands, and after I got 
hold of the feet of the child, I flowly brought 
down my arm which had kept up the waters, 
that they might be difcharged by degrees, and — 
at the fame time, defired the affiftant to prefs 
a little more. The child being fmall was 
eafily delivered ; 1t came into the world alive, 
but died in a few hours after it’s birth. A 

As the Placenta did not follow by pulling 
gently at the Funis, I again introduced my 
hand, and found it at the back part of the — 
Uterus, the inferior part of 1t adhering firm- 
ly, and feeling like a fchirrous fubftance: I 
therefore did not venture to feparate it for fear 
of tearing the inner fubftance of the Userus ; 
but only brought down that part that was al- - 
ready feparated; for, fome time before this, — 
I had a patient who I imagined was loft by 
ufing too great force to feparate the Placenta 
in the feventh month. ' 

Altho’ the violent difcharge was much abat- 
ed after delivery, yet the patient feemed to 
be in great danger from repeated faintings, 
her pale countenance and low pulfe: for thefe . 
reafons I prefcribed five drops of Lig. Laud- 


GRU 
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 anumna little burnt claret, applied a cloth 
dipped in vinegar on the Abdomen with a long 
towel pinned round her body. We were ob- 

liged to keep her, lying on her back, with 


her head and fhoulders in a low pofition, for 
at leaft two hours before we durft venture to 


place her right in bed; giving her every now 
and then fome broth out of a tea-pot, and like- 
wife fome more of the red wine: we alfo re- 
peated the fame dofes of Lig. Laudanum a 
fecond and third time, in confequence of 
_ which, fhe at laft fell into little dofing flum- 

bers, and at laft recovered from the moft im-. 
- minent danger. 

She continued in a weak condition for 
many days: that part of the Placenta which 
was left behind, communicated a difagreeable 
and mortified fmell to the difcharges, and did 
_ not feparate and come off before the fifth or. 
fixth day after delivery. | 

I have heen the more particular in defcrib- 

ing every circumftance of this cafe, to fhew 
young practitioners the difficulty, and uncer- 
_ tainty of managing flooding cafes, efpecially 
in the laft four months of pregnancy ; for, 
they frequently {tagger the judgment of the 
moft experienced pescnhonees 


Ti, GARE 


$18 CASES 1n MIDWIFERY; 


CASE I, 


A woman attacked with a flooding, in the 
feventh month of pregnancy ; the Os Uteri 
tore in the delivery. 


In the year 1742, I was called by a mid- 
wife to one of her women, who had been 
attacked with a flooding for feveral days, and 
was then only in the feventh month of Userine 
geftation, 

The midwife told me, that the patient had 
been blooded, and every thing done to re- 
ftrain the difcharge; but now it was increafed 
to that degree, that it had run through the . 
bed; that fhe had undergone frequent faint- 
igs, every one of which it was feared would 
be her laft: the midwife alfo informed me, 
that fhe had fomething like labour pains every 
now and then. 

The woman’s pulfe was low, her counte- 
nance pale, and indeed like one ready to ex- 
pire: on examining, I found the Os Userj 
open near the breadth of half a crown, and 
the breech and feet of the Fetus prefenting. 

I gave the patient five drops of Laud. Lig. 
in alittle red wine, and repeated the fame 
every fiye minutes for three times; not daring 
to give more at a time, on account of her 
weak condition, as the flooding ftill con- 
tinued. When fhe feemed to have a little 
es a {training 
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{training I tried to bring on a pain, by 
ftretching the Os Uferz with one of my fin- 
gers; this forced the membranes and waters 
down fo ftrongly, that I broke them; but 
finding, after waiting fome time, that this 
had not the defired effect, to reftrain the 
flooding fo much as I expected; I repeated 
the Laudanum. 

As the woman continued to have frequent 
faintings, and cold {weats, I told the friends 
that there was little hope of life, even if fhe 
were delivered, and gave my opinion that 
perhaps fhe would expire in the attempt; 


but as they begged that I would try, and as 


it feemed the only method, and the laft re- 
fource to fave her from death, I ftretched the 
parts gradually, and delivered the Fetus ; but 
as it was her firft child, it required a good 
- deal of force to dilate the Os Uterz, and on 
introducing my hand through . We 1 felt x 
give way, and tear on the left fide, 

The child was alive, and lived till next days 
the Placenta followed the delivery. 

The patient fell into a kind of dofing, and 
recovered contrary to expectation, confider- 
ing the low condition fhe was in at the de- 
livery. 

The laceration of the Os Ureri gave me a 
deal of concern. I had been formerly em- 
ployed 3 in a cafe, where the woman was not 

I 4. {0 
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{fo weak, and by ufing great force, in order to 
fave both mother and child, the Os Uteri was 
tore; the woman died {oon after, from lofs 
of blood as I then imagined, proceeding 
from the torn veflels. of the Userus. Vide 
Cafe ix. of this Collection. 


CA O.8 - UT: 


A violent Hemorrhage in the eighth month of 
pregnancy; the Placenta prefenting at the 


Os Uteri, and neglected by an eminent 
doctor. 


In the year 1746, a midwife fent for me 

on Sunday, about one in the morning, to a 
woman who was exceflively weak and low, 
from a violent flooding. She had formerly — 
been deliver ed by a gentleman of {everal 
children. 
- The midwife at firft informed me, that fhe 
had been but lately called; that the patient 
had loft a great deal of blood, and was in the 
utmoft danger from frequent faintings. 

The woman’s pulfe was fo low, that ] 
could with difficulty feel its motion ; a cold 
dampnefs over{pread the face and extremitigs, 
and fhe could (carcely fpeak. On examining, 
_ T found the mouth of the womb largely open, 
the Placenta lying over it, and the Vaging 
filled with coagulated blood, 


en: 
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Tenquired of the hufband, why he did not 
‘fend fooner for affiftance; but he made a’ 
frivolous excufe, about the perfon’s being en- 
gaged who was to have laid his wife; being 


i afraid, as I found afterwards, that if he had 


told me the truth, I would have refufed my 
affiftance until the other gentleman fhould be. 
called again: mean while, he begged for 
God’s fake, I would do all in my power to 
fave his wife. I told him the cafe was dan- 
gerous, and fo much time already loft, that a 
fpeedy delivery was the only method left; 
though I was much afraid that fhe would ex- 
pire in the aperatian. 

All prefent were convinced of the danger : 
I was moreover informed, that the patient 
had a fmall degree of flooding for {everal 
days; but that evening it had increafed with 
greater violence, and was attended with fome 
labour pains, which laft had left her for more 
than two hours, 

There being no broth ready, I ordered an 
egg to be beat up with warm water, feafon- 
ed with a little falt, to which was added fome 
red wine: a little of this was given immedi- 
ately. In the mean time, I prepared every 
thing for the delivery, and defired the mid- 
wife to move the patient nearer the fide of 
the bed, with her back towards it. During 
this alteration, fhe again fainted; and in- 

. deed 
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deed every one prefent imagined fhe would 
not recover from the {woon. 

When recovered a little, fhe, ina lowtone, 
begged earneftly to be delivered, her ftrength 
being fomewhat recruited. I introduced my 
hand into the Vagina, and tried to reach the 
membranes, in order to break them; but the 
Placenta was over the mouth of the womb, 
I being afraid of tearing the after-burden, 
flipped my hand, flattened, through the Os 
Utert, and betwixt that and the Placenta, un- 
til I reached the membranes, which J broke — 
through, by grafping them with my fingers; 
then taking hold of the legs of the Fetus, 
which were at the Fundus Uteri, 1 brought 
them down flowly into the Vagina. 

The midwife was feated on the oppofite 
fide of the bed, on purpofe to prefs with both 
her hands on the ddomen, to prevent, as 
much as poffible, the patient’s fainting away, 
form the too fudden evacuation of the Urerus. 
As there was a large quantity of water {till 
detained, I defired that the preflure might be 
increafed, when I withdrew my hand; and 
although the head was at firft downwards, it — 
eafily turned up to the Fundus, when I br eS 
down the legs. 

Finding the patient bore the operation 
without fainting, 1 removed the wet cloths 
above, and applied dry ones to the external 

parts ¢. 
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parts: 1 ordered fome more of the egg caudle 
and wine to be given; and then with great 
eafe delivered the child, which was dead. The 
Secundines followed, being forced out by the 
weak effort of the woman, along with a large 
quantity of coagulated blood. 

~ When I introduced my right hand into the 
Uterus, to deliver the child, I pafled the edge 
of the Placenta, at the patient’s left groin, 
and found it adhering to the back part and 
right fide of the under part of the Uferus: 
this was an advantage, in confequence of 
which I got fooner tothe membranes. That | 
part of the Placenta, which was detached, 
and over the Os Uferz, was of a dark livid 
colour ; the other, that adhered to the Userus, 
was frefh and well coloured. 

After delivery the flooding abated, and to 
appearance the patient feemed a little recruit- 
ed, and lay pretty quiet for fome time; but 
in about an hour after, fhe began to have a 
difficulty of refpiration, which gradually in- 
creafed, with rattling in the throat; at laft 
fhe fell into faintings and convulfions, which 
foon clofed the difmal fcene, by putting a pe- 
riod to her life. 

The midwife, who was an old practitio- 
ner, and in good repute, told me, that the 
gentleman who formerly attended the patient 
in all her labours, had been called fome days 

7 before, 
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before, and ordered what he thought proper 
in fuch circumftances ; but the complaint in- 
creafing, and he being otherwife engaged, 
the midwife was fent for at his defire, on 
Friday night, when fhe found the patient had 
-afmall degree of flooding, which increafed 
and diminifhed by intervals ; but as fhe found 
nothing like labour beginning, fhe defired the 
patient might ftill continue to take what was 
prefcribed by her phyfician. She was again 
called next evening, when fhe found fome- 
thing like labour pains, the mouth of the 
womb a little open, and fome foft fubftance 
like the Placenta prefenting. On this the 
doétor being again fent for, declared what 
prefented was only a large coagulum of blood; 
ard went away, after “ordering fome other 
medicines. 

As the flooding continued to gain ground, 
the hufband went for the doctor about ten at 
night, but did not find him at home. The 
Hemorrhage increafing, and the woman ap- 
pearing to be in imminent danger, he went 
again about twelve, and found the doétor in 
bed, who faid, he could not go with him, 
becaufe he expected to be called every minute 
to another patient, to whom he had been 
previoufly engaged. Ina word, he could not 
be prevailed upon. by all the intreaties the 
gentleman could make; fo that, immedi- 

ately 
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ately on the hufband’s return, I had received 
a call. 

After this information, the midwife pros 
ceeded with bitter exclamations, inveighing 
againft the doctor for abandoning the wo- 
man, and leaving her in extremity, as he had 
done frequently in other dangerous cafes. 

J have mentioned thefe circumftances as a 
warning to other female practitioners, and 
recommend their being in friendfhip with 
gentlemen of the fame profeflion, who may 
be ready to affift in fuch dangerous cafes, 
when they are otherwife engaged, both from 
motives of humanity, and a regard for their 
own character. I underftood afterwards, 
that the above gentleman thought himfelf 
above being in friendly correfpondence with 
midwives, from too much felf-fufficiency. 
In a little time after this occafion, he was, 
for neglecting a patient in the fame circum- - 
ftances, expofed, fued, and caft in a confider- 
able {um of money. 


CA cS Brig 


A woman feized with a flooding in time of 
labour ; the arm and fhoulder prefented, 
detained fome of the waters, after the 
membranes were broke. 


A midwife fent for me to a woman near 
Weftminfler abbey, in the year 1741, She 
| told 
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told me, her patient was attacked in the be- 
ginning of labour with a difcharge of blood; 
which was not violent at firft: but as fhe 
found it increafe; fhe defired my affiftance. 
Before my artival, thé membranes had given 
way, and one of the child’s arms come down 
into the birth. I underftood the flooding 
had diminifhed, and that tiow there was but 
very little bloodon the cloths. 

On examining all the cloths, I found there 
had been a good deal of blood loft ; neverthe= 
lefs, although the woman’s pulfe was low, 
yet fhe did not feem fo weak as I expected. 
Indeed before I examined the cafe, I ordered 
her to take fome wine with her caudle, to 
{trengthen and recruit her fpirits. 

On trial, I found the arm lying double in 
the Vagina, and the fhoulder prefled in at 
the upper part. Being afraid, if I delayed 
the delivery, 1t would be more difficult to 
turn the child, I caufed the patient, as fhe 
already lay in a fupine pofition, to be brought 
down to the foot of the bed; the wea- 
ther being cold, and that part neareft the 
fire-place,. 

I ordered two affiftants to fupport her legs ; 
and, as it was not her firft child, I eafily in- 
troduced my hand into the Vagina. There 
being a fmall quantity of waters retained in 
the Uterus, from the fhoulder’s plugging up 

| the 
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the Os Ureri, I with great eafe pufhed up the 
arm and fhoulder into the Userus, raifed them 
up to the Fundus, brought down the legs, and 
delivered the child, which was but {fmall, 
the Placenta following without any affiftance. 
While I was employed in dividing the Funis 
of the child, which was alive, one of the 
affiftants told me that the woman was faint- | 
ing away. Iimmediately gave her the child, 
and prefled on the Abdomen of the patient 
- with both my hands, having forgot that pre- _ 
caution in time of the delivery ; but inftead 
of recovering from the fainting, fhe was im- 
mediately thrown into convulfions, anddied _ 
inftantly. Befides the preflure on the dbdo- . 
men every method of ftimulating was tried to 
prevent the fatal cataftrophe, as volatile falts, 
{pirits, and burnt feathers held to the nofe, to_ 
quicken refpiration, alfo frictions of the tem- 
“ples, arms and legs. | | 
I reflected afterwards, that the fainting did 
not proceed from any new evacuation of 
blood after the delivery, as there was very 
little on the cloths, but from the neglect of 
the preflure. As the flooding had ftopped 
after the membranes broke, it perhaps had 
been fafer to delay the delivery till the patient 
’ recovered more ftrength, or at leaft until the 
pains returned, which were gone off on the 


difcharge of the waters; for the fhoulder of 
the 
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the Fetus would have kept up the remaining 
waters, until thofe efforts returned: 


C AS E V. 
A woman in labour attacked with a flooding; 
the membranes not broke. 


In the year 1748, a woman near Temple- 
bar, of a very weak habit of body, having 
been under great affliction for the lofs of her 
hufband, was fuddenly taken with a violent 
Hemorrhage, upon which, a gentleman who 
had been befpoke to lay her, was fent for 
about four in the morning; but he being 
otherwife engaged, I was called about feven; 
and defired, by an acquaintance that came 
for me, to make all poffible hafte to prevent 
the woman’s being loft for want of proper 
affiftance. 

In this emergency a midwife had been alfo 
called, who told me, that the patient had 
fome flight pains, and had not loft much 
blood; in which affertion fhe was contra- 
dicted by the attendants, as well as by the 
woman herfelf: they defired me to examine 
the cloths, where, indeed, I found a large 
quantity ; and was informed, that the mid- 
wife made flight of the affair, to prevent 
another being called. 

As I found the patient’s pulfe very low, 
and her countenance pees I told the friends 


the 


CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 129 


the danger, and defired them to fend again 
to the other gentleman, as he might now be 
difengaged: but this was objec sted to, as it 
would take up too much time, efpecially as 
he lived at a confiderable diftance; they 
therefore begged I would not delay affifting 


_ the woman, who was in fodeplorable.\a con- 


dition, — 
On examining, as the patient Jay on her 
fide, I found the Os Ureri fully. dilated, the 


“membranes, and part of the Placenta prefent- 


ing. I introduced my hand in a conical 
form into the Hagia, intending to break the 
membranes, that the waters, after being dif 


charged, might allow the Userus to contract 


to the body of the child, and reftrain the 
flooding; but the membranes were rigid, and 
in making an effort to lacerate them, my hand 
flipped eafily through the Os Internum into 
the Uterus, on the out-fide of the membranes.: 
After having broke through them, I deliver- 
ed the child and Secundines, as in the former 


_cafe, but ina flower manner. I ordered one of 
the afliftants to prefs the Abdomen with both 


hands in time of the operation. 

The. child was alive, the Hemorrhage abated, 
and the patient, who bore the delivery with 
more courage than I expected, feemed at firft 
to be in a ‘good. way ; but having loft more 
blood than her weak condition could well 

Vout. HI. K bear, 
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bear, in a little time her pulfe became low 
and creeping, and her extremities grew cold. 
I then ordered warm bottles of water, wrap- 
ped in flannel, to be applied to her feet, legs, 
hands and arms, and fupplied her frequent- . 
ly with chicken broth, which was then rea- 
dy; I alfo prefcribed a cordial mixture with 
Confeét. Cardiac. a {poonful of which was to 
be given from time to time. 

In confequence of thefe precautions, fhe | 
enjoyed fhort, yet interrupted flumbers, and 
recovered, contrary to my expectation ; but 
was feveral weeks fo low, that fhe could not 
fitup. In about fix weeks after, fhe was . 
carried to the country, and recovered her 
ee by drinking affes milk. 


GUASS Ee ab 


A woman attacked with violent flooding in 
time of labour; the Funzs fallen down be- 
fore the head of the child; and the mem- 
branes not broke. 


In the year 1752, I was called in the even- . 
ing to a patient in labour, by whom my at- 
tendance had been befpoke. I found the Os 
Uteri rigid, and open about the breadth of 
half acrown. This trial being made in time 
of a pain, I waited till it went off, and the 
membranes being relaxed, I felt the head of 
the Fetus within them refting above the Ofa 

Pubis ; 
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Pubis; but between that and the membranes 
I felt fomething like the Funzs Umbilhcalis, 
lying backwards towards the Sacrum, in two 


or three doubles. As fhe had not had a ftool 


* for two days, one was procured by adminifter- 
ing an emollient clyfter. 

Having waited till about ten at night, and 
finding the pains were but weak aie feldom, 
I fent for Mrs. Maddocks, a midwife, whom I 
kept on purpofe to attend my patients in lin- 
gering cafes, and defired her to put the wo- 
man to bed, in hope fhe would obtain fome 
fleep; but injoined her to fend for me when 
the pains grew ftronger, and béfore the mem- 
branes broke. 

About fix in the morning, I was called in 
a great hurry, and not.a little furprifed when 
I came into the room to find the patient pale 
and fainting, the friends furrounding the bed 
allin tears, begging my affiftance to fave the 
woman’s life. 

The midwife I left told me, the patient 
had flept a good deal till about five, and had 
only waked now and then with the pains; — 
that there had been fome fhews, or a very 
fmall appearance of blood on the cloths; but 
that all of a fudden fhe was attacked with a 
flooding in time of making water, which 
had almoft filled the pot, and that it ftill con- 
tinued to pour from her in a large quantity. 

Ki $2 On 
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On examining the cloth that had been ap- 
plied to the parts, when the fainting began, 
I found very little blood; the hemorrhage 
having been reftrained in time of the deli- 
quium. ‘The patient recovering, and taking 
a little wine and water, I felt the Os User 
largely open, the membranes pufhed farther 
down, and part of the edge, or fide of the 
Placenta, at the left fide of the Os Useri; I 
alfo with more certainty diftinguifhed the 
Funis-on the infide of the membranes, and 
the head in the fame pofition refting above 
the Pudzs. | 

This cafe being uncommon, I was uncer= 
tain at firft how to proceed; but at laft, con- 
fidering with myfelf, if I broke the mem- 
branes to evacuate the contained waters fo as 
to allow the Uferus to contract, and reftrain 
the flooding, the Fwus would be loft by the 
prefiure of the head againft the Funzs in time 


of delivery, I refolved, in order to prevent, 
this misfortune, to turn the child, and bring it 


along 1 in the preternatural way, os would 
give a better chance to reftrain the one, and 
fave the other, if the operation could be per- 
formed 1n a flow cautious manner. 


As there was no broth ready, I ordered the 


whites of two eggs to be beaten up with a 


pint of warm water feafoned with falt; this 


to be given the patient from time to time 


with 


, 
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with a little wine, to » teplonifh the emptied 
veilels. 

Having iMened to the midwife, and the 
other afliftants, their proper ftations, and pre- 
pared every thing neceflary, I] examined in 
time of a pain, which forced out fome coagula 

of blood from the Vagina, with a freth dif. 
charge. As the patient lay on her left fide, I 
kneeled down on acufhion behind, introduc- 
ed my right hand into the Vagina, and as the 
Placenta was at the left fide, I turned my hand 
fo as to flide it gently through the Os Urerz, 
and up betwixt the membranes and right fide 
of the Uferus. 

Having grafped and broke the membranes, 
I infinuated my hand within them, raifed the 
headto the Fundus, and turning the fore-parts 
of the child to the back-part of the Urerus, 
‘brought down the legs into the Vagina, allow- 
ing the watersto come off by degrees. Mean 
while I defired one of the affiftants to prefs 
-with the palms of her lands.on the patient’s 
belly, and increafe the preflure as the Uterus 
emptied. The patient endured all this with 
great fortitude. 

Having cleared away the wet clothes, and 
applied dry ones to the parts, I obicrved that 
the flooding was diminifhed, and refted more 
than half an hour. In the mean time I 
directed her to take feveral times fome of 
K 3 the 
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the above caudle. Finding her ftrength and 
fpirits recruited, I delivered the child, which 
was fmall, with great eafe, and the Secundines 
followed. 

The preffure was continued on the Abdomen 

of the patient, until a long towel was ap- 
plied round her middle, and fecured {fo as to 
do the office of a firm bandage. 
- The child was very weak at firft; but re- 
covered. The mother continued in a low 
condition for many days, being fupported 
with broths and cordialss; but was able to 
get out of bed in three weeks. 


CAS: E> Vit, 


A woman in labour, attacked with a flood- 
ing; the child delivered footling; in the 
year 1747. 

The midwife; when called, was informed 
by the patient that her pains were but flight, 
and feldom; but fhe was much alarmed at 
fome blood that came away every time, as 
there had been no appearance of any sae 
complaint in her former labours. 

When the midwife examined, fhe fone 
the mouth of the womb a little open; but — 
could not diftinguifh any part of the child: 
and the woman being of a weak and delicate 
conftitution, fhe told the friends the danger fhe 
would foon be in, if the difcharge encreafed. 

| On 
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On this information, Dr. Gordon being {ent for, 
ordered an anodyne mixture; and as he was 
obliged to go out of town, defired them to 
call me, if the flooding did not go off, or 
ftrong labour come on. 

Soon after this, the patient was taken with 
violent and frequent reachings, which very 
much increafed the flooding. On this I was 
immediately fent for; but being called in 
great hurry from one labour toa fecond, the 
meffenger could not find me and went for 
Doétor Sands. In the interim I came home; 
and being informed of the meflage, reached 
the houfe before he could arrive. 

The labour pains by this time were gone 
off; the patient’s lips and countenance were 
pale, the pulfe had funk, and fhe was at- 
tacked with frequent fingultus. On exami- 
nation, I found the Os Ureri largely dilated, 
the membranes and waters prefenting, and 
-fomething like the fingers and Funrs Umbili- 
calis of the Fetus within them, 

_ By this time the flooding was a little abat- 
ed, on which it was propofed, to fend and 
prevent the other gentleman’s coming, as he 
lived at fome diftance ; but I told them, by no 
means, as the woman was ftill in the utmoft 
danger, and it was very proper to have his 
advice and affiftance, both on account of 
the patient, as well as to prevent reflections, — 
and for the fatisfaction of all concerned. i 
, K 4 ie 
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By the time my brother accoucheur arrived, 


T had given her every now and then alittle — 


broth and wine to recruit her finking fpirits; 
4nd when he examined, he told me that he 
found thefe parts mentioned above, and like- 
wife the head of the child forwards and reft- 
ing above the Ofa Publis. This I had not 
perceived; for as fhe lay on her left fide; I 
had only examined with a finger of my tight 
hand, which I could not turn above the 
‘Pubis; but on trial with my left, I eafily 
found the head refting above thefe bones: 
After confalting together, and confidering 
every circumftance of the cafe, he at firft 
propofed, as the flooding- was diminifhed, 
to give the patient a paregorick draught, and 
wait with patience for the return of the 
labour: but foon after this, and béfore the 
medicine arrived, fhe was attacked with a 
violent fit of reaching; which forced down 
a ‘large coagulum of blood, attended with 
a return of the flooding, which ran over the 
bed. : 


folution, and. we now concluded, that the 
only method to fave the patient’s life, wasa 
fpeedy delivery. Indeed I was of that opi- 
nion at firit, on account of her weaknefs, as 
‘well as in refpect to the fafety of the°child, 
as the Funzs had fallen down ‘before the head. 


The. 


» 


‘This fudden change altered our former re- 
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~ The fide of the bed being wet, and at a 
diftance from the fire, [had the patient turn- 
‘ed to her back, and moved down to the feet. 
While two. afliftants fupported her legs, I 
kneeled down, and with greater eafe then lex- 
pected, introduced my hand into the Urerus, 
and delivered the child and Secundines much in 
the fame manner as in the former cafe; hav- 
- ing taken almoft the fame precautions to pre- 
- vent the patient’s fainting away, and finking 
under the operation. 

There was no appearance of life in the 
child; yet no part of it was livid; neither 
the ie nor private parts, a cucapat wae 
which plainly fhewed, that it had not been 
Jong dead. 

As the flooding was now fropped, we or- 
dered the patient to take about a tea-cup full 
of broth every quarter of an hour or oftner 
to fupport her, and recruit the lofs of fo 
~ much blood; but not too much at a time, 
deft her weak ftomach fhould be overcharged, 
and bring on again the reachings to which 
fhe was very fubject, (as the nurfe informed 
us) even in time of health... We likewife 
directed her, if fhe fhould not get refrefhing 
reft, or if the flooding fhould return, to 
fwallow the paregorick draught already pre- 
feribed ; in which were twenty drops of Y7ndé#. 
Thebaic. 

| By 
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_ By thefe precautions and proper attendance, 
fhe feemed for eighteen or twenty days to be 
in a good way of recovery, confidering her 
weak and delicate conftitution. Vide Collet. 
xl. No. 5. Cafe 7. 


C.A:SE > VUE 


A woman in labour, attacked with a violent 
flooding; the Placenta prefented; the wo- 
man died immediately after delivery. 

In the year 1750, one of my patients, fent 
her coachman to me, defiring that I would 
go to his wife. He informed me that the 


had been in labour above twenty-four hours; — ) 


that fhe had formerly eafy labours; but now 
fhe was reduced fo low by a fudden lofs of 
blood, that he was afraid fhe would fink be- 
fore I could reach the houfe. 


On my arrival, the midwife told me, that _ 


as foon as labour began, the patient was 
taken with a fmall degree of flooding, which 
‘had gradually increafed as the mouth of the 
womb opened; but that fhe had all along 
found an uncommon {ubftance prefenting, and 
had fome hours ago defired the friends to fend 
for a doctor; a propofal to which the woman 
herfelf would by no perfuafions confent. ) 
She was to all appearance in a dying con- 

dition, nearly as defcribed in Cafe 3. and No. 
2. of this Collection. | 

| : On 
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On examining, I found the Os Uteri largely _ 
open, and the Placenta over it ; on which I 
fignified to the hufband and friends the great 
danger, declaring I was apprehenfive fhe 
would expire in time of delivery, and that it 
was a great pity fhe would not allow affiftance 
to be called for before it was too late. 

Her fitter begged that I would deliver the 
child, as it was now the only chance to fave 
her life; and if fhe fhould die, no perfon 
could be blamed. | 

I ufed all the precautions as in Cafe 7. but 
“in pafling up my hand by the Placenta into 
the Uterus, I could not break through the 
-membranes. 

I was therefore obliged to withdraw it, and 
pufh my fingers thro’ the Placenta; then I 
delivered the child in the preternatural. way, 
on which the flooding ftopped; but fhe was 
- fo weak that fhe expired ina few minutes. 
Yet, contrary to my expectation, efpe- 
cially as the Placenta prefented, and was tore 
_ through the middle, the child was alive, 


Cc A S E ix. 

A cafe of flooding; the Os Userz tore; the 
patient in great danger, after delivery. 
1742. | 
A woman aged about thirty, who had been 

delivered of feveral children before, was. 

taken 
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taken with a violent difcharge of blood from : 


‘the Uterus : fhe was immediately blooded opi- 
atesand reftringent medicines were prefcribed. 


They: reftrained the hemorrhage a little; 
but. it returned with more violence, and to 


fuch adegree, that when called-again, I ex- 
pected fhe would expire every moment. 
~The. midwife informed me, that fome- 
thing like labour was begun ; on which I ex- 
amined, and found the Os Uferi open about 
the gecumberence.< of a crown: piece, and very 
thin. 
The relations: of the patient all begged of 


e for God’s fake to deliver her as foon as. 


sffile to give her a chance for life, and 
not to let her belly be the grave of. the child. 
{ comphed with their requeft, and deliver- 
edher much in the fame manner as defcrib- 
ed in Cafes 6. and. 7. of this ‘Collection 
and Number; but ‘unluckily, when ftretch- 


) 
. 


ing the Os Uterz, which felt thin and rigid — 


like a piece of parchment, the woman fhrunk 


from the fide of ‘the: bed, which obliged me 
to dilate with more force than I intended, to 
get my hand into the Urerus; at which in- 
ftant 1 felt the mouth of the womb give’ way, 


and tear at the fide, fo as to. allow my hand — 


to pafs without further difficulty. 


The flooding diminithed after delivery, on — 


giving her’ fifteen drops of Tin. Thebaic ; 


7 


but % 
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but returned in two hours, and ceafed again 
on repeating the fame medicine. 
- She flept pretty well all night, was next 
morning much recruited by the refrefhing 
_reft and nourifhing dict ; but foon after was 
attacked with a violent hemorrhage from the 
Vagina, by which fhe was in great danger of 
expiring immediately. _ 

This was checked by introducing into the 
Vaginaa {punge dipped ina folution of alum. 

To me it feemed probable, that this flood- 
ing might proceed from fome of the large 
_veflels being tore, that enter at the fide of 
the Uterus. | 

She was long weak; but, by the affiftance 
of the Cort. Peruv. and a nourifhing diet, 
recovered. 

The child was alive, and at the full time. 
Vide Collect. xxxv. Cafe 10. and Collect. xl. 
Cafe 8. 

As IJ principally write for the inftuttion 
of young practitioners, I have inferted the 
- following cafes fent me from gentlemen who 
formerly attended my courfes of midwifery, 
as Ithink they may be alfo ufeful for the fame _ 
purpofes. 


CASE 
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OTA Sy aos 


A woman attacked with a flooding ; the © | 
Placenta prefented ; delivered by Mr. Gr-—, _ 
who fent me this account fome time ago. 


In Auguf, 1750, I was fent by Dr. Smelhe 
to a patient, who complained of a violent 
cough, which had continued eight or ten 
days, and was the occafion of bringing on a 
flooding, for which fhe had been blooded a few 
days before. She wasof a thin habit of body, 
and fallow complection, had a flow: and 
weak pulfe, which was now and then raifed — 
by fits of coughing. — 4 

That night I gave her ten grains of the 
Pillule Saponac. and next forenoon fhe was 
confiderably better both as to the cough and 
flooding. In the afternoon fhe was ordered 
to take two fpoonfuls of a cordial and pec- 
toral julap, frequently; the pills were alfo 
repeated, by which means fhe refted very 
well that night; but next day the cough and 
flooding returned, for which I took about 
ten ounces of blood from her arm. — 

When I firft examined, the Os Uter7 was 
net in the leait dilated; but this day, fhe hav- 
ing had fome flight labour pains, it was open 
about the largenefs of a fixpence. As fhe was 
~ coftive, I ordered a clyfter, which had its 
proper effect ; and after that the following 

5 mixture, 


CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 143 


mixture, to {ftrengthen and encourage the , 
pains. 


R. Pulv. Boracis 3. Tinét. Caper Croci aa 3i. 
Spir. Lavend. Sal. vol. Oleos aa gt. x\. Aq. Cin- 
namomi ten, 2). Aq. Menthe 3yj. Syr. Croci 3y8. 
Cap. Cochlear. 1}. fecunda quaq. bora. 

After this, her pains came on ftronger and 
more frequent; but all of a fudden fhe was 
attacked with a violent fit of coughing, which | 
again brought on the eee. fale forced - 
ae a large quantity of coagulated blood. 
In this emergency, I was fent for in a hurry, 
and found the Os Ureri largely dilated, the 
* Placenta prefenting, and feveral lobes of the 

fame feparated from the membranous part, 
‘and lying amongtft the Coagu/a that had been 
_ difcharged. 

At this time fhe had no pains, and the 
midwife told me, that the waters had been 
come off about an hour before I arrived : 
‘this was about one in the morning. Finding 
her faintifh, with fcarce any mule; and her 
_ extremities almoft cold with a clammy fweat 
upon her head and hands, I told the friends 
the danger fhe was in, and the neceflity of 
_ delivering the patient directly. Having put 
her ina fupine pofition, and ordered every 
thing neceflary to be in readinefs, as the Pla- 
centa lay in my way, I firft brought that 
away, then turned and delivered the child by 

the 
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the feet with great eafe, tillI came tothe — 


head, which, as it was large, ftuck in the 
paflage, until I introduced one of my fingers 
into the mouth, and deprefled the lower jaw, 
which affifted the head to come along with 
great eafe. 


On examining the child’s body, I perceiv- | 


ed it had been dead many days, from the 
livid appearance of the fame, but more elpe- 
cially from the fcarf-fkin being {tripped of J in 
feveral places. 


As the Secundines did not follow the deli- 


very, I again introduced my hand, and 


brought them down, with the remaining part - 


of the Placenta; and ordered the patient 
fome O/. Amygd. d. and Syr. ex Althea, for 
her cough; alfo fome Ther. Venet.. with Pulv. 
Gafcon. to warm her, and promote perfpira- 
tion. 

When I faw her next morning fhe was a 
little feverifh; the ZLochia were ina {mall 
quantity, but her cough was much abated, 
and fhe had got tolerable good reft. To 


affuage the fever, and aflift the Uterine dif- 


charges, I ordered her to take repeated dofes 
of the faline draughts, fweetened with Syr. 
Diacod. which relieved her much, and by 
proper nourifhment fhe recovered better than 
{ expected. 


ee ee 


CASE 
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| CASE. Xt. 

From Mr. Mudge, dated Plymouth, 1746. A 
delivery in a violent flooding ; the woman 


died foon after, from the great lofs of 
blood. 


I was called to a woman rin the fobs aout, 
about half an hour after eleven o’clock ; and 
was informed, that as fhe was {pinning in the 
morning at fix, fhe found fomething gufh 
from her with fo much force, ‘as made her 
{ufpect it to be the waters; but on looking 
on the floor, fhe found it was blood. She 
had continued flooding in that violent manner 
till I was fent for ; fhe was come ne arly to her 
full time, but had not felt any pain thro’ 
the whole. 

The patient was lying on the bed, Fiet 
whole body was pale, and had a livid appear- 
ance, covered witha cold clarhnmy {weat, and 
without almoft any pulfe. I was fhewed a 
chamber-pot three parts full of pure blood ; 
and it was now pouring down in fo great a 
quantity, that I imagined the only chance to 
fave her life was a fpeedy delivery. 

After acquainting the friends of the im- 
minent danger, I examined, and found the 
_parts greatly relaxed, and the head of the 
Fetus prefenting to the birth, which I paffed 
with my hand, to feek for the feet; but the 

Vor, IIL. L, fir ft 
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firft thing I met with was the Placenta, quite . 


_ detached, and lying loofe in the Userus. This 
puzzled me at firft, and made my coming at 
the membranes fomewhat difficult and con- 


fufed; however, I got to them, tore them 


open, and taking hold of the feet, brought 
them down to the paflage, and foon finifhed 
the delivery. On introducing my hand to 


- bring off the Secundines, I found the Uterus - 


not contracted, but lying like a loofe un- 
elaftic bag in the 4bdomen. 

The flooding ftopped:direétly, and the wo- 
man feemed much revived. I gave her twenty 
drops of Lig. Laud. in acup full of mulled 
port wine; but not having a fufficient quan- 
tity of blood left in her vefiels to carry on 


the circulation, and vital fecretions, fhe died — 


in about half an hour after delivery. 


C An. sti. 


A fecond cafe of flooding, from the forego- 
ing gentleman, fent me at the fame time. 


This was another woman, nearly in the 
fame circumftance as the former, with only 
this difference, that fhe had not loft quite fo 
much blood.. 

When fhe fent for me, I found her flood- 
ing very faft. She was come to her full time, 
-but had no pains, nor-any appearance of la- 
“bour. I gave her an opiate, and defired her 

' to 


: 
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to keep quiet in bed. This was about eleven 

o'clock in the forenoon; and when I called 
4 again, about half an hour after one, the 
Hemorrbage was not gone of, but rather in- 
creafed. | 


The former cafe was too frefh in my me- |. | 


mory, to delay my afliftance in this; I ac- 
cordingly told the patient the great danger 
fhe was in, and that it was abfolutely necef- 
fary to deliver her as foon as poffible: with 
fome little reluctance fhe confented. 

Having introduced my hand into the Ufe- 


' rus, 1 was very cautious of keeping up the 


waters. On infinuating my hand through 
the membranes, I raifed the head, turned the - 
child, brought down the feet, and perfected 
the delivery in a very few minutes; the Pla- 


 centa was in great part detached. The mo- - 


ther did very well, and the child was a ftrong 
healthy boy. 

CASE XII. 
A third cafe from the fame. @ woman in 
_ the eighth month attacked with a flooding, 

_ the arm of the child prefented. 

A woman, who had befpoke me to attend 
her in labour, was feized with a violent flood- 
ing, when feven months gone: on which ac- 
count, I took ten ounces of blood from her 


arm, ordered her an opiate, and defired that 
IL, 2 | fhe 
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fhe fhould keep quiet in bed. The Hemor- 
rbage abated, but returned next day, when it 
was again ftopped by repeating the opiate, 
and ordering her a courfe of faline draughts. 


For twelve or fourteen days, the patient » 


continued to have frequent returns of the 
floodings, which were as often reftrained by 
the above methods; at which period, being 
fent for again ina hurry, I found the dif- 
charge violent, her pulfe exceeding weak, her 
countenance pale, her eyes funk © her head, 
and to all appearance fhe was in a dying con- 
dition. I immediately gave her a large opi- 
ate in a cordial draught, that it might have 
the full effect by the time the delivery was 
finifhed. 


As foon as every thing neceflary was pre-. 


pared, and the patient laid in a right pofi- 
tion, I. introduced my hand, and found the 
right arm of the child in the paflage, which 
was eafily and gradually pufhed up into the 
Uterus. ‘This I found ftrongly contracted, 


the waters having, as they informed me, gone | 


off three days before. With my hand I gra- 
dually dilated, until I reached the feet at the 


Fundus, and bringing them down with fome 


difficulty, I finifhed the delivery in the ufual 
manner, after giving the proper turns, that 
the fore-parts of the body fhould be towards 
the Sacrum. Jalfo had fome difficulty in de- 
livering the Placenta. 

aye | The 
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The woman recovered; but the child died 
in a quarter of an hour after it was born. 


Oo Be Dh 


A fourth cafe of flooding, from Mr. M. in 
which the Placenta prefented. 


A .woman being feized with a flooding in 
the morning, fent for me in the forenoon: 
fhe was come to her full time, and a week be- 
fore had fome appearance of the fame kind. 

She had no pains; her pulfe was high and 
quick. I immediately took blood from her 
arm, ordered an opiate, and fome faline 
draughts. The difcharge foon abated, and 
fhe remained without any appearance, till 
feven in the evening, when I was called ina 
great hurry by a fervant, who faid her mif- 
trefs was dying, and was met by another in 
the way, repeating the fame exclamation. 

On my arrival, I indeed imagined the pa- 
~ tient was juft a dying; her pulfe was fo low, 
that it could fcarcely be felt to move; her 
face and arms were covered with a cold {weat; 
her eyes had loft their luftre, and the blood 
_ was pouring from the parts. 

As nothing but inftant delivery could give 
her the leaft chance, I informed the hufband 
of the circumftance. He confenting, I then 
feated. myfelf, and having introduced my 
Han. into the Vagina, found the Os Uteri 

L 3 much 
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miuch to one fide, and fo little dilated, that I 
could’ fcarce introduce my fore-finger ; but 
by ftretching the fame gradually, and flipping 
in one Aree after another, I at laft dilated 
it fo as to receive my whole hand. The firft 

thing I met with was the Placenta fixed to the 
mouth, and anterior part of the womb, but 
feparate -d on the back-part: I] broke through 
it, tore open the membranes, and taking 
hold of the feet of the child, brought them 
down to the pafiage, and with great eafe finifh- 
ed the delivery; but, in the hurry to: fave 
the woman’s life, one of the child’s arms was 
broke, which I afterwards reduced; and it 
proved a ftout hearty boy. 

The patient recovered, contrary to the ex- 
pectation of all prefent; and both fhe and 
the child, I am perfuaded, muft have inevita- 
bly perifhed, if this method had not been ta- 
ken, or even if it had been longer delayed. 

I again repeated the opiate in a cup of 
mulled wine; notwith{tanding which, in 
about five or fix minutes after, a fainting fit 
had nearly carried her off. ‘To prevent any 
further difcharge, which, though trifling, fhe 
now could not bear, I ordered cloths, dipped, 


and wet with vinegar, to be applied to her — 


back, and over the belly. The woman was 
of a thin habit, and tender conftitution. | 
Cc ASE 


‘ 
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CASE XV. 


- Delivery of a woman, attacked with an Ute- 
' rine Hemorrbage, in a Letter from M. 4. 
dated Fs 1751. 


- A woman aged forty, and feven months 
gone with the feventeenth child, was threa- 
tened with a flooding, for which fhe was 
blooded, and confined to her bed for four 


_» weeks; after which the Hemorrhage returned, 


and continued, though not violent, for two 

days; on the third, at three in the morning, 
the blood came away in a torrent, and over- 
flowed the whole bed. 

- When I arrived, which was about five, the. 
patient was faintifh, with fcarce any pulfe to 
be felt; on which I intimated the great dan- 
_ ger, and that it was abfolutely neceflary to 
deliver the child as foon as poffible. 

When every. thing was prepared for that 
purpofe, I examined, and found the Os Ureri 
not fufhciently dilated ; however, I got hold 
of a foot, and pulled it down, without fearch- 
ing for the other, and delivered the child 
with great eafe, having neither been obliged 
to bring down the remaining leg nor arms. 

The child was large and healthy, according 
to the woman’s time of reckoning; the Hemor- 
_ rhage, though not violent, continued two days 
longer, and the mother recovered, 

L 4 : CA Sm 
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CVA See VE 


‘A cafe of flooding, in which the Placenta 
prefented; in a letter from Dr. D. dated 
fe LEO. | 
He was called to a woman in the eighth 

month of -her fixth child, who had been fub- 

ject to floodings for two months _ before. 

The nurfe fhewed him the bed-pan, in which 

was about two pounds of coagulated blood, 

and on examining the patient, the Vagina 
was full of the fame; the -Os Urerz was lax, 
and open about the breadth of half a crown; 


but he was ata lofs at firft to know what a 


' prefented, 

As the patient was exceflively weak, faint 
and lew, he was afraid {he would expire un- 
der his hands. He told her friends that the 
only way to fave her life was a {peedy delive- 
ry’; however, he tried to raife her {pirits with 
- gentle cordials; a clyfter was alfo adminifter- 
ed, with a view to affift the pains, which 
were but trifling; and when it operated, the 
Coagula were forced fram the Vagina, 

Asthe flooding ftill continued, he had the 
patient placed in a fupine pofition, and hav- 
ing introduced his hand into the Vagina, 
Fouiid the Placenta prefenting; after which, 
with great eafe he dilated the Os Uferz, flip- 
ped up his hand on the outfide of the mem- 

branes, 
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branes, and, with fome difficulty tore them 
afunder. Although he found the head of 
_ thechild prefenting, he durft not, as the wo- 
man was lying like a corpfe, wait for a natu- 
ral delivery, but immediately turned the Fw- 
tus, brought down the feet, and with little 
difficulty delivered the body and head, which 
were very flippery and flabby, the child ap- 
pearing to have been dead feveral days. _ 

He with fome difficulty feparated the P/z- 

centa from its adhefions, and was agreeably 
_ furpriféd that there was no fenfible flooding : 
all prefent were delighted to find the patient 
fo fenfibly recovered, and chearful after deli- 
very. 

He ordered a gentle glee to allay the 

after-pains, which had the defiredeffect ; the, 
Lochia were fufficient, and in {hort, every 
_ thing was to his with; but a fever interven- 
ed, with irregular horrors, and rigours, at- 
tended with Sizgultus, delirium, and, in {pite 
of all endeavours, fhe died on the fourth day 
after delivery. 

The doctor being defirous of my opinion 
as to his conduct in this cafe, and two others, 
_ which are inferted in Collect. XXVIII. Cafe 
5. and 34. No. 2. I fent him the following 
anfwer. : 


SIR, 
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SIR, 


Your conduct, and method of treating the 
three cafes of midwifery, which I received 
with your Ictter fome pofts ago, gave me 
great fatisfaction. The firft, where the arm 
of the child prefented, has no doubt convinc-~ 
ed you, that it is only lofing time, as well as 
fatiguing the patient and yourfelf, to try to 
alter a preternatural pofition into a natural, 
when the waters are difcharged, and the Ute- 
rus {trongly contracted, and embracing the 
body of the Fatus. 

As to the cafe of flooding, it was indeed 
enough to damp your {pirits and even to have 


had the fame effect on an old experienced - 


practitioner. .No doubt the woman retriev- 
ing her f{pirits and ftrength after delivery, gave 
you great hopes of her recovery ; but the iffue 
fhews the uncertainty of human endeavours, 
and that we fhould never be too fecure. I 
commonly in {uch cafes, to prevent and carry 
off a fever from inanition, order repeated 
dofes of the bark. 

Your management of the third cafe was 
alfo very proper; and, as you obferve, the 
Forceps fhould never be ufed but when abfo- 
lutely neceflary. Indeed, when the head is 


fo low in the Pe/vis, that you are certain of 


facceeding, and the pains gone, or too weak 


to © 
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to force out the fame, that inftrument fupplies 
the place of hands, when the fingers flip, 
and cannot take a proper hold; but even then, | 

_ the head ought to be brought along in a flow 
manner, and as the pains would have acted, 
if they had been fufficiently ftrong. 

- Dear Sir, go on and profper, and continue 
to write me when any more difficult cafes 
happen in your practice, which will much 
oblige, Yours, &c. 


NUMBER. UE 


Women attacked with convulfions; the 
children deliveredin the preternatural way. 


CAS E..d, 


_ A woman in Clare-market attacked with vio- 
lent convulfions, in the year 1745. 


A midwife fent for me in the morning to a 
patient whom fhe attended all the foregoing 
night; and who, without any accident, or 
previous warning, was all of a fudden thrown 
into convulfion fits. At firft they only re- 

turned every two or three hours; but after- 
- wards more frequently. The woman had all 
along been ftupid and fenfelefs. 

The midwife told me, that the patient was 
in the beginning of the ninth month of preg- 
nancy ; that fhe formerly delivered her, 

when fhe had an eafy time, and no fuch 
| | com- 
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complaint; that the mouth of the womb was 
a little open; but fhe had not found any 
thing like labour pains. 

Soon after I came, fhe fell into a fit, dur- 
ing which I examined, and found the Os Uteri 
a little open, and that the convulfion feemed 
to act with the fame kind of effort as a la- 
bour pain. As her pulfe was full, I ordered 
ten ounces of blood to be taken from her arm, 
anda blifter to be applied to her back. No 
medicine could be given internally, as fhe 
could not fwallow any kind of nourifhment 
fince the firft attack, 

_ {n about four hours I was again called, on 

account of the convulfions recurring more 
frequent and violent ; and found the Os Uterz 
fofter, and much more open. Although, as 
before obferved, there was no appearance of 
labour, yet the violence of the agitations, and 
{trainings in time of the fits, might have 
proved fufficient to deliver the child; but [ 
was afraid it was dangerous to allow the con- 
vulfions to go on Jonger; and was perfuaded 
that a {peedy delivery was the only probable 
method to fave the patient, as well as the 
Fetus. 

After informing the friends of the danger, 
and the neceflity of relieving the woman by 
delivery, and having placed the afliftants to 
keep her in a irm bofition.’ I with great eafe 

intros 
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introduced my hand through the Os Useri, 
broke the membranes, turned the child, and 


delivered it by the feet. 
- The child was alive, and the mother had 


not another fit after the delivery ; but fhe re- 


mained ftupid and fenfelefs for three days, 


then became gradually more and more fen- 


 fible, and would not believe for fome time that 
_ fhe had been delivered, 


CASE IT. 


A woman nearly in the fame condition as the 


former; but loft, from gt the delive- 
ry too long. 


The fame, or the following year, 1 was 


_ called to a poor woman near the Seven Dials ; 


and was told by the midwife, that the patient 


was come to her full time, that labour was 


_ juft begun, and at every pain fhe was thrown 


per 


‘into a violent convulfion fit. 


The pains were not frequent, fhe was fen- 
fible between the fits, the Os Urter7 was a lit- 


_ tle open, and the head of the child prefented. 


As her pulfe was quick, I ordered twelve oun- 
ces of blood to be taken from her arm, and 


_ alarge blifter to be applied on her back,. be- 


twixt the fhoulders; a clyfter was alfo ad- 


_-miniftered, which gave her a plentiful paf- 
eso aes 


This was in the morning, and I defired 
the midwife to fend for me if the fits did not 
F hong abate, 
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abate, or returned with greater violence. In 
about two hours after I left the houfe, they 
again fent for me; but being then engaged 


with one of my own patients, I fent one of — 


my oldeft pupils, and defired him, if the con- 
vulfions did not abate, to deliver the woman 
immediately. 

At firft he found the patient in a defy 
or comatofe way; but foon after fhe was at- 
tacked with a violent convulfion fit: he told 
her friends that it was abfolutely neceflary to 
deliver her immediately, and that I had recom- 


mended this method to fave her life, which - 
was in imminent danger: the midwife was of . 


the fame opinion; but the woman’s hufband 
and fifter would not confent, or allow him to 
do any thing until I could come to her affif- 
tance. 

On my arrival in the evening, I found the 
patient was in a comatofe ftate, and now 
quite infenfible; the fits more frequent, with 
tremors and Swfult. Tend. On this I told the 
friends the uncertainty of faving her, and 
was forry to find, that, they had prevented 


the gentleman from ailifting before it was too — 


late. 

They now begged that I would do all I 
could to fave the woman, and allowed me to 
fend for fome more of my pupils: the gentle- 
man who was with her in my abfence, told me, 


that the convulfions had dilated the Os Uteri. 


a little 
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a little every time; however, it being her firft 
child, it required fome force and time before 
I could ftretch it fo as to pafs my hand into 
the Uterus: this being effected, and having 
broke through the membranes, I brought 
down the legs, and delivered the child; but 
have forgot whether it was alive or dead. 

i. cafe was not fo fortunate as the for- 
, for although the Placenta came eafily 
‘ on. and the Urerine difcharge was fufficient 
and moderate; yet the convulfions were not 
_reftrained; but becoming more frequent and 
violent, carried her off in two hours after 
delivery. | 


CA Sob a4 


A woman in labour of her firft child, near 
Oxford market, attacked with convulfions 
after the membranes were broke. 


- Inthe year 1746, I was fent for by a mid- 
wife, who told me that her patient’s labour 
hhad gone on exceeding well until the waters 
came off; but foon after that happened, fhe 

was attacked with {trong convulfions, which 
went off, and returned every time when a 
labour pain began to come on. 

The Os Ureri was fufficiently dilated. The 
Ahead of the Fetus prefented at the brim of 
the Pelvis, The woman’s pulf was. very 
quick, and her face uncommon ly florid: on 

5 : ; ‘ which 
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which account twelve ounces of blood were 


taken from her arm. But finding this avail 
nothing, and the convulfions growing more 
violent and frequent, and the head not ad- 
vancing in the leaft, I thought it moft ex- 
pedient i in this uncommon cafe, to deliver by 
turning the Fetus; which I eafily performed, 


as the waters were not all difcharged from — 


the Uterus. 


The child was alive, ane the woman had 4 


not another fit after delivery. 
Ee deat iA aU 1, 
Another cafe of the fame kind; the child pre- 


fented with the face, and was delivered in — 


the preternatural way. 


In the year 1749, a young woman come 
to her full time, was taken with violent con- 


vulfions when fhe fell in labour; for which 


‘fhe was immediately blooded, and a clyfter — 


was given, which had the defired effect. 


Nervous medicines and opiates were alfo ad- — 


miniftered; the laft to a llay the pains that 


feemed to bring on the fits; for every time a — 


labour pain came on, fhe was nip wEA into 
convulfions. 


The Os Uterz was open about. the breadth — 
of a crown piece, and a’hard unequal fub~ — 
{tance prefenting, at firft made it uncertain — 


what part of the child prefented, 


- 


‘ She & 
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-She was ordered ‘to drink plentifully of 
weak green tea, and barley water with Sa/. 
Nitri, fweetened with fyrup of Althea. In 
about three hours after this prefcription the 
Os Utert was much more dilated, and on ex- 
-amining, I found that the forehead and eyes 
of the child prefented; the violence of the 
fits had abated after the blooding ard the 
opiate ; but were now grown ftronger, and 
more frequent. 
In thefe dangerous circumftances, danger- 
ous both from the convulfions and bad pre- 
fentation of the child’s head, I thought it 
‘was wrong to delay the delivery any longer. 
All prefent being made fenfible of her fitua- 
tion, I had the patient kept firm in bed ina 
fupine pofition, and gradually dilated the 
parts; which required time, and a good deal 
of force; but as the waters were all gone, I 
could not alter the pofition of the head; on 
which, and not without a good deal of force 
-alfo, I brought down the feet of the-child, 
and delivered, though not without greater 
fatigue than I expected. 

The child was alive, and as in the former 
cafe, the woman had not any more fits after 
the delivery. She foon fell into a found fleep, 
and recovered. 

When I firft at cdttided my hand into the © 
Uterus, and found it ftrongly contracted to 

Vout M the 
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the body of the child, I knew it would re- 
quire great forcé to turn it, fuppofing that 
the wrong prefentation prevented the head 
from coming along, I made the trial to turn — 
down the Vertex ; but that failing, 1 deliyer- | 
ed in the preternatural way. 4 
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COLLECTION XXXIV. 
[Vide Vol. I. Book 3. Chap. 4. Sect. 4.] 


; Of preternatural deliveries, in which 
_ the membranes were broke, the wa- 
ters evacuated, and the Uzerus was 
_ clofely contraéted to the body of 
the Fetus: 


NUMBER L 


The body of each Fetus contracted in a | 
7 round form. 


[Vide the Anatomical Tables, 31, 32, and 33.]. 


Cp.o 2.1. 


_ The fore-parts of the child prefenting ; the 
feet, hands, and Funis in the Vagina. 

: 2 ‘Being called in the year 1723, to a woman 
in St. Alban’s ftreet, I was told by the mid- 
wife, that 4 great quantity of. waters had 
come off fuddenly ; and as the child did not 
_ prefent fair for the birth, fhe had defired my 
afliftance. 

On examining, I found the hands and feet 
prefenting, and:come down into the Vagixza, 
together with the Funis Umbilicalts, in the 
arteries of which*there was a {trong pulfa- 
. M 2° tion. 
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tion. This laft circumftance I did not men- _ 
tion, becaufe this being ‘the woman’s firft — 
child, I did not know whether it could be — 
faved in: the delivery. I had learned by ex- — 
perience, that if the child is mentioned to be © 
alive, and afterwards per ifhes in the birth, — 
the mother grieves, and imagines it 1s loft by 9 
the unfkilfulnefs of the practitioner. : 
As the patient was then in bed, and lying — 
on her left fide, I tried to deliver her in that ~ 
pofition; but being prevented by her flying — 
from me, I was obliged to turn her on her | 
back, and acrofs the bed, with her breech to | 
the fide, and her legs fupported by two affif. 7 
tants. q 
Having confined her to this advantageatall 
pofition, I gradually introduced my hand in- — 
to the Vagina, and ina flattened form, flip-— 
ped it up backwards, between the Sacrum, — 
and thofe parts of the Ferus that prefented, — 
into the Uterus: there I found the breech ly- 
ing at the left, and the head at the right fide; 
but not fo low as the breech. * q 
As the legs were lying double in the Va — 
gina, by hooking two of my fingers on them, 7 
I brought them and the thighs down, and — 
the child being fmall, the body’and the head | 
were eafily delivered, as defcribed in Colleét. 4 
xxxil. Cafe 1. and 2. by which fpeedy delivery — 
the child was faved, and..the mother relieved _ 
from 
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from danger. The Placenta {eparated, and 
was foon forced down into the Vagina by the 
after-pains. 

of aii ses BR ar 

_ The feet and hands prefenting ; the body of 


the child being brought down, the’ head 
was delivered with the Forceps. 


-. In the year 1755, I was called to a cafe, 
in which the child prefented nearly in the 
fame manner as the former; only the Funis 
was not fallen down into the Vagina; but 
“after.the body was delivered, the head of the 
child ftuck at the brim of the Pe/vs, on 
which I made feveral trials to bring it down 
into the Vagina; but finding the child was 
alive by the pulfation of the arteries in the 
Funis, I was afraid of overftraining the neck, 
if I repeated thefe trials and increafed the 
eorce. | 

_ The patient being in a fupine pofition, I 
introduced a blade of the long Forceps, that 
were curved to one fide, up along each fide 
of the Peis, while an affiftant held up the 
body of the child to give more room for their 
application; and having fixed them on the 
head, and joined the blades of the inftrument 
together, I introduced two fingers of my 
left hand, and fixed them on each fide of 
the child’s nofe, while my right pulled the 
Wl 3° head 
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head with the inftrument, and delivered it 
fafely. 

Thefe two fuccefsful cafes gave me great 
hope, that the above method would be of 
great fervice to fave the lives of many chil- _ 
dren, who are generally loft by overftraining _ 


the neck in delivering the head; but a third - q 


in which I failed, fhewed, that we ought 
never to truft too much, or be over fanguine, — 
with refpect to any particular method of — 
practice; but vary the fame as we find it — 
neceflary. . 

However, although I have not had an op=  — 
portunity of making any more trials of that — 
kind; yet as I fucceeded twice, the practice 4 
is advifable ; efpecially when we are certain, q 
that the child is alive from the pulfation of 7 
the Funis, or motion of the body, or would — 
prevent overftraining the neck, or avoid ufing ~ 
the crotchet: Vide Table xxxv. of the Ana- — 
tomical Figures, alfo the ance to the firtt a 
volume of Cafes, 


Vide Cafe 5. of this Number and the th 


CASE. ERs q 

The legs, arms, and Funis forced down into _ 
the Vagina: the laft hanging without the’ ~ 
Os externum: no pulfation in the veflels. 
In the year 1750, I was called to a woman ~ 
in labour; the waters had come off long be- — 
eee ec fore, @ 
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fore, and the midwife had tried to deliver the 
child; but failing in the attempt, had again 
folded up the legs and arms into the Vagina 
along with the Fumis, with a defign to keep 
them warm till I arrived. 

_ As the patient was in bed, and lying on 
her left fide, I fat down behind her, and 
found in time of a pain the Funzs pufhed 
down, without the Os externum, and there 
was not any fenfible motion in the veffels. 

_ This not being the woman’s firft child, and 
the midwife having alfo fufficiently dilated 
the paflages, I with great eafe introduced my » 
left hand along the back-part of the Vagina 
nto the Uferus, and found the head of the 
Fetus above the Pubis, a little to the right 
fide: the breech was to the left fide, and _ 
ca than the head. 

ea! brought the legs down from the Vagina, 
add wrapping them in a cloth, tried to pull 
down the thighs and body; but the head be- 
ing fo low prevented their defcent : finding 
the Fetus large, I turned the woman into a 
fapine pofition as in the former cafe, 

I then took hold of the legs with my right 
hand, and introduced my left up the sieltt 
fide of the Pelvis to the head of the cite, 
and while I pufhed it up to the Fundus Uteri, 
pulled down the legs farther: by which me- 
thod the breech was. brought lower, and the 

: M 4 head 
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head prevented from returning to obftruct q 


the delivery of the body. When the thighs 


were brought without the Os externum, I turn- 


ed the fore-parts of the child backwards; but — 
afterwards it required a good deal of force, — 
when the body was brought out, to deliver — 
the head; and indeed if the child had been — 
alive, it would have run a great rifque of © 
being loft, from the overftraining of the necks 


AON i a 


The fide of the hip prefenting: the fore 
' parts of the child, to the back-part of the 7 


Uterus. 


In the year 1746, I was called to a wo- 
man who had been long in labour, and was 
told by the midwife who attended her, that — 
after the membranes broke, fhe felt fome- — 
thing like the head of the child; but when — 
forced lower down fhe found it fome other — 
part. | y G a 

On examining the part that prefented, it — 
felt very much like the fhoulder blade, but ~ 
on the midwife’s informing me that fome of @ 


the child’s purgings had come down on the 


clothes; and examining a fecond time, I — 


found it was one of the hip bones. 
Being informed this was not the woman’s 


firft child, and finding her much exhaufted 7 
with the length of the labour; that the parts 7 
3 ; : | had — 


CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 169 


had: been largely dilated by the midwife be- 
fore I arrived; and learning, on inquiry, that 
her former labours had been quick and eafy, 
I thought it was pity to keep the patient lon- 
ger in that diftrefied condition. . 
_. Having ordered every thing neceffary for 
the delivery, to be in readinefs when wanted, 
__ Ihad the patient firmly fecured in a fupine- 

-pofition, and on introducing my hand found 

the left hip prefenting, the fhoulder and head 
near the Fundus Uterz, to the right fide, and 
the legs and arms backwards. 

This examination being made, in a flow 


- and gentle manner I farft tr ed to bring down 


- both legs s but finding them entaneled with 
the Funis, and the ch nild alive, I could only 
bring down the left foot which was the 

loweft ; this being very flippery, and the Ufe- 
rus ftrongly contracted, my hand was fo 
cramped that I was obliged to grafp the foot 
between two of my fingers to bring it with- 
out the Os externum. 

I afterwards brought down that leg and 
thigh, and tried to bring the other alfo ; but 
was prevented by a ftrong pain that forced 
down the hip into the PeAs; upon which I 
intreduced two fingers of my right hand, 
_ and hooked them in the back-part of the 
child’s right groin. Another pain coming on, 
by PHBH at the left leg with my left hand, 
| and 
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_ and at the above hold with my right, I des 
livered the child fafely, as defcribed in the 
breech cafes. 

‘The child lay fome time before it began to 
breathe, but at laft recovered, to the great 
joy of the mother, who had loft all her three 
former children in the fmall pox. 


GA8-E Vs 


The left fhoulder prefented : after the body alt BE ] 


delivered, the head ftuck in the. Pelvis, 
The fhort Forceps were tried, but not fuc- 
ceeding, it was brought down with the 
hands, in the year 1750. 


The head, in this cafe, was to the on 
fide of the Ufrerus: the breech on the left, 
near the Fundus, with the arms and legs back- 
wards, as in the former cafe; but as the Uze- 
rus was not fo ftrongly contracted, fome of 
the waters ftillremained. I grafped the body 
with my left hand, and raifing the head and 
fhoulder to the Fundus Uteri, by which the 
breech was brought to the lower part, the 
legs with great eafe were grafped and brought 
through thie Os externum. 

In the mean time, the patient begged hard 
that I would do all in my power to fave her 
child. 

The midwife informing me, ‘HE the wo- 
man had loft one forme: rly which came in the 

wrong 
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wrong way, and I finding that the child was 
alive by the motion of its legs, and that al- 
though it was not uncommonly large, the 


Pelvis was narrow; refolved to proceed with 


great caution, and ing all I could to fave the - 
Hetus. 

_. The patient was in bed lying on her left 
- fide: but on this information I had her mov- 
ed into the fupine pofition. Having brought 
down the body and one arm of the child 
which lay before the face, I introduced two 
_ fingers of my left hand into the mouth as in 
Collect. XXXII. and the fingers of my other 
over the fhoulders; then trying to deliver, I | 
could not move the head down after feveral 
gentle efforts in this manner. I let go my 
hold of the under jaw, and tried Daventer’s 
method by preffing down the fhoulders to 


bring out the Occiput from below the Os Pu- 
bis; but this failing alfo, and finding there 


was ftill a pulfation in the Fums, I refolved to 
try the Forceps, 

JT now defired the pada to hold up the 
body of the child fo asto give me more room 
for introducing that inftrument : but it being 
too fhort, Ghd the head above the brim », 
the Pelvis, I could not fix them properly fo 
as to render them of any ufe to aflift the de- 

livery. Vide Collect. XXXV. Cafe 2 
This method failing, and the palltion of 
the Funis beginning to grow languid, I again 
took 


*,, 
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took hold of the Sia as at firft: but find- 
ing the under jaw like to be over-ftrained, I 
fixed a finger on each fide of the nofe, and 
{tanding up in time of a pretty {trong pain, 
I exerted a good deal of force ; as the fore- 
head of the child was backwards above the 
projection of the upper part of the Sacrum, 
I had already turned it to the right fide, to 
give more room for the head to come down. 
Failing in this laft attempt, I refted a lit- 
tle till another pain fhould return ; but they 
being weak and {feldom, and finding the pul- 
fation at a ftand, I again exerted greater force, 
by which J at laft got the head delivered. 
Every method was tried to recover the child 
as formerly defcribed in vol. firft and fecond, 
alfo in Colleét. XXXII. of this volume, but 
all to no purpofe: a mifcarriage which was 
very grievous to the difconfolate mother. ; 
Vide Cafe 3. and 7. No.1. of this Col-  — 
lection. | 


Gaeoe bee Vile 


The right arm hanging down; without the 
Os externum; the head of the Fetus at the 
left fide, and the fore-parts to the fide and 
back-part of the Urerus. 


In the year 1747, a gentleman called on 
me when I was engaged with a patient, and 
defired me to come as foon as poflible to his 

wife’s 
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wife’s affiftance, giving me to underftand 
that as fhe was {tepping into bed, the waters 
had come off without any previous warning. 
I defired him to fend for the midwife who 
attended in her former labours; telling him, 
' that I expected this labour would foon be 
_ over, and that I fhould come time enough to 
-afliit his wife if there fhould be occafion. 
The midwife accordingly was fent for, 
and arrived juft in time to fhift the patient, 
and put her to bed by the time I reached the 


_ houfe: fhe told me that on examining fhe 


found a foot lying in the Vagina; but I 
perceived it was an arm lying double, and I 
brought the hand thro’ the Os externum, to 
convince the midwife that it was not the part 
fhe imagined. 

_ Altho’ there had been no labour pains that 
i the patient thought were worth noticing; 
_ yet the parts had been fo dilated before the 
membranes broke, that I eafily introduced 
_ my hand into the Urerus, and found the child’s | 
head above the Ofa Pubis, the fore-part 
backwards, and a little to the left fide. 

After difintangling the Funus Umbilicalis, 1 
brought down both legs; but finding I could 
not bring the feet further than the lower 
part of the Vagina, I flipped a noofe over 
them, as defcribed in my, Treatife of mid- 
wifery ; then taking hold of the fillet with 


my 


174 CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 
my right hand, I introduced the other to the 
head, and pufhed it up, while I pulled down 
the legs with the noofe: by thefe means the 
head was raifed to the Fundus, the arm that 
was down, returned into the Userus ; and the 
child was fafely delivered. 

I delivered this gentlewoman once before, 
when the cafe was much the fame and of fi 7 


-veral children afterwards: her belly was fome- 


what pendulous; and it was remarkable, 
that 1f the membranes broke while fhe lay in 
bed, the head of the Fetus prefented; but 
when in a fitting or ftanding pofition it flipp-_ 
ed over the Of@ Pubis, and the arm came 
down into the Vagina. One lucky circum. 
ftance attended thefe, for after the membranes 
broke, the fhoulder filled up the Os Uteri fo 
exactly, that there remained a fufficient quan- 
tity of waters; by which the: delivery wag 
ealily performed. | 
GuAGS EVIE 

The arm prefented: the PeAvs narrow: the 

child brought footling, and the head deli- 

vered with the long Forceps curved to one 

fide. Vide Table XXXV. of the Anatomi- 
: cal figures, and Cafe 7. and : 2. ge this Col- 

lection. 

In the year 1753, I was called i by a mid- 


wife toa woman where the arm of child was 
7 ecm come 


i 
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‘come down and lying double in the Vagina, 
As the waters were not all come off, but 
kept up by the fhoulder in the Os User, I firtt 
tried to raife the arm, and bring down the 
head fo as to prefent in the natural way. 

_I made this trial on finding the Pe/u/s nar- 


row, the pains ftrong, and the woman not 
_ weakened with the length of the labour; but 


_ failing in this attempt, I raifed the head and 
_ fhoulder to the Pundus Uters, and after bring- 
ing down the legs and body, tried again and 
again to deliver the head in the fafeft manner. 
_ Finding there was ftill a ftrong pulfation 
of the arteries in the Funis Umbilicalis; and 
being afraid of lofing the child by over-ftrain- 
ing the neck; although I had failed with the 
~ fhort ftreight Forceps, as in Cafe 5. yet I re- 

- folved to try a longer pair that were curved 

to one fide, to {uit the curvature of the Os 

“Sacrum. : 

They were contrived fome years ago by 
myfelf, as well as other practitioners, on 
purpofe to take a better hold of the head when 
prefenting, and high up in the Pes; but 
I did not recommend their ufe in fuch cafes, 
for fear of doing more harm than good, by 
bruifing the parts of the woman, when too 
great force was ufed.. Vide the Anatomical 
figures, Table 12. and 17.. 

hte The 
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The patient being ina fupine pofition in 
bed, and two affiftants fupporting her legs, 
I found the forehead of the child was back- 
wards, but a little to the left fide of the low- © 
eft Vertebra of the loins, which jetted for- 
wards with the upper part of the Sacrum, 
and gave more room for applying the For- 
¢eps: wrapping a cloth round the body of the 
the Fetus, Traifed it towards the Abdomen of 
the patient, which an affiftant fupported in 
that pofition. | 

Being properly feated, I introduced my 
right hand up the left fide of the Vagina, till 
my fingers reached the left fide of the child’s 
face. ‘Then with my left hand I infinuated 
a blade of the Forceps up to that part. As 
I withdrew my right hand to make more ~ 
room, I flipped the blade farther, that the 
end of it might reach as high as the upper 
part of the cl hild’ s head: then I moved it to- 
wards the left groin of the patient, that the 
blade might be over the left ear, which was 
at that part: the part of the blade that was 
bent to one fide, was to the Pudis; and the 
convex part was backwards to fuit the con-> 
cavity of the Sacrum. Vide Table 35. 

My left hand was next introduced up the 
right fide, betwixt the Sacrum and Ifchium, 
| and along on the mfide of my hand the other 

| blade 4% 


CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 197 


~ blade in the fame cautious manner, over the 


right ear: having locked them together, I 
introduced a finger of my left hand into the 
child’s mouth, to keep the face from turning 


upwards; then pulling the handles of the 


inftrument with my right, and increafing the 


force, I brought down the forehead paft the 


i 


- narrow part of the Pe/urs; and turning it 
_ backwards to the concavity of the Sacrum, 


brought the head through the Os externum, 


__ by pulling upwards over the Pudis, to. pre-. 
~ vent a laceration of the Perineum. 


There was a {mall impreflion made by the 


. Forceps on thefcalp, which difperfed foon af- 


ter: the child was {trong and healthy ; and 


although I ufed a good deal of force, the 


mother recovered without any uncommon 


complaints. 
Since 4 fuccefs in this Cafe, I haiti’ ano~ 
ther of the fame kind, in which the child was 


: faved by the fame method, in the year 1755, 
Vide Cafe 2. of this Collection. 


Another occurred in the courfe of the fame 


year, in which that trial failed on account 


of the uncommon largenefs of the head and. 


 fmallnefs of the Pelvis; there I was obhged. 
to withdraw the Forceps, and extract the head 


with the crotchet. 71de Collect. xxxv. 


& 


NopoM. «/ N CASE 
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CoA SB Vin. 

The arm of the child in the Vagina, and the 
body lying ina round form in the Uterus. 
Early one morning in the year 1736, I 

was called toa woman at fome diftance in 

the country. The membranes had broke the 
night before: the arm prefented pretty much 


fwelled, and part of it without the Os exter- 


num. Finding it was the left, I informed 
thofe who were prefent of the circumftances, 
in order to anticipate all cenfure, in cafe the 
child fhould not be delivered alive. 

~The woman was laid acrofs the bed ina 
fupine pofition, two affiftants fupporting her 
legs, and another on the oppofite fide, to fup- 
port her head and fhoulders; and prevent any 
obftruction from her hands and arms, in time 
of the operation. 

With much difficulty, I introduced my left: 
hand betwixt the’ {welled arm, and the back- 
pane of the Vagina to the arm-pit; but fill it 
required a sood deal of force to raife the fhoul- 
‘der and head to the left fide of the Uterus, fo 
as to allow room for my hand to pafs on the. 
right fide, along the breaft of the Fwtus, to 


the Fundus where I found the knees; then 


hooking my finger in the hams, I brought 
down the legs into the Vagina. 

As the fore-arm was {till in the Vagina, I 
could not fix the noofe over the ankles, but 
was obliged again to introduce my hand ; 

and, 
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and, by pufhing up the fhoulders, and pulling 
down the thighs alternately, I at laft with 
much fatigue raifed the body higher. The 
arm being removed out of my way, I brought 
the legs without the Os externum: the Pelvis 
being large, the body and head were eafily 
delivered. The {welling of the child’s arm 
gradually fubfided, by the application of fo- 
mentations and cataplafms; but for feveral 
days, it could not move that limb. 
One of the affiftants told me, that finding 
the midwife pulling with a good deal of force, 
without being able to deliver the child, they 
were alarmed, and would not allow her to 
repeat thefe efforts till I came; they fuppofed 
therefore this was the caufe of the arm’s 
_ being {welled fo much, when the child was 
delivered. 


is © AbSsBy BS 

The arm prefented; taken off by another 
practitioner; fucceeded by a flooding. 
Another cafe, in which the patient was not 
delivered. 


In the year 1729, Iwas called toa woman 
at the diftance of eight miles from the place 
where I then lived ; fhe was exceflively weak, 
could f{earcely fpeak; and feemed to be in a 
dying condition. 

The midwife told me apart, that the pa- 
tient had been inlabourtwo days; that when 

‘ N 2 the 
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: 


the waters came off, the child defcended to — | 


the paflage ; that as {he could not after many 
trials deliver the body, they had fent fora 


gentleman famous in that part of the coun- 


try for the practice of midwifery ; that after 
many efforts, and waiting feveral hours, he 
told the friends it was abfolutely neceflary to 
take off the arm to make more room for the 
delivery of the child; that fhe had greatly af- 
fitted in helping him to twift it off from the 


fhoulder, and made a great merit of helping. 


the gentleman. 


She informed me alfo, that the patient had q 
loft a great quantity of blood all the time of — 


the operation; that all poflible means had 
been ufed to feparate the mother and child; 
but as her time was come, all was done, that 
could be done by any mortal. 

On examining the arm which the midwife 


brought out from under the bed, and obferv- q 


ing it was not much {welled, I defired fhe 
would never boaft of aflifting in fuch an ope- 
ration, efpecially as it had done no fervice in 
forwarding the delivery. 

The gentleman, who lived about four 
miles from the place, had left the woman be- 


fore I was called, and defired to be fent for — 


when the pains returned, that he might then 
deliver her, promifing in the mean time, to 
fend her a cordial julap. 

The 


> iat 


~ 
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‘The friends, after this information, begged 
of me to deliver the woman if poffible, and 
not let her go to the grave with the child in 
her belly. I told them that in all appearance 
fhe would very foon expire; and as the child 
was certainly dead, it was a pity to torture 
her any more: but as they were fo importu- 
nate, and as there might be a chance of re- 
covery, contrary to all expectation ; and con- 
fidering that even though fhe fhould expire in 
time of delivery, it might be ferviceable to 
the public, to expofe an ignorant pretender, 
_who had acquired a great reputation, even in 
{fpite of feveral fuch blunders; I refolved to 
comply with their requett. 

Having ordered the woman tobe put in 
_ the fame pofition as defcribed in the foregoing 
cafe, I expected it would require a great deal 
of force toturn the child; but was happy to 
find, on introducing my hand into the Userus, 
that the refiftance was inconfiderable. I 
raifed the fhoulder to the Pundus, brought 
down the legs, delivered the ¢hild, and the © 
Placenta; which laft being already detached, 
followed the body with a large coagulum of 
blood adhering to it: this lax ftate of the Use- 
rus feemed to proceed from the great weak- 
nefs of the patient. 

Although before delivery, the. woman feem- 
ed to be infenfible, and comatofe; yet after 
| N 3 being 
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being roufed, by the unexpected news of the 


child’s being born; her drooping fpirits re- | 


vived; and fhe was able to exprefs her 
thanks for my relieving her. All prefent were 
agreeably furprifed to obferve how eafily the 
operation was performed, and fufficiently 
convinced of the ignorance of the other prac- 
titioner. 

~ T immediately staat a little caudle to be 
given frequently; but although the flooding 


was now abated, fhe was {o wires weakened — 


and exhaufted with the length of the labour, 


and great lofs of blood; that fhe died the fame — 
night, in about two hours after I left the — 


place. 

- Some years before this incident, when I 
firft fettled in practice, a woman who had 
formerly been delivered of feveral children, 
was taken in labour; the midwife being in- 
toxicated with liquour, I was fent for, and 
found the arm of the child come down into 
the Vagina: the patient had been many hours 


in labour, and a flooding had begun; but, 


was abated after the waters were difcharged. 
I propofed to deliver by turning, and 
bringing the child by the feet ; but that being 
a new method, and not known in the place, 
the midwife and affiftants oppofed it, and 
fent for an older practitioner, who undeferv- 
edly had alfo acquired fome reputation in 
that 
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that branch; but inftead of turning, he fa- 
tigued himfelf and the woman, by pufhing 
up the arm to bring the head to shierctiet and 
when that method failed, he tried to deliver 
by pulling at the arm. 

- Another gentleman was called, who lived 
at a much greater diftance than the former; 
but the flooding had increafed fo much by 
the former violence, that the patient expired 
before his arrival; as he knew more of the 
_ practice, he regretted much, that the method 
I had propofed was rejected. 


© A'S Et X. 


_ The haunch, and fide of the child prefented, 
with the legs and arms forwards to the 
Abdomen of the mother. 


In the year 1734, being called to this pa- 
tient, and examining, I found no part of the 
Fetus; but after placing her in a fupine po- 
fition, and introducing my hand into the Va- 
gina, 1 felt through the integument the 
haunch bone and the ribs: infinuating my 
hand farther into the Userus, I refted a little, 
and flowly examined the pofition, fo as to he 
able to take the fafeft and eafieft method to 
‘come at the legs, and turn the body of the 
child. 

Finding the arms and legs lying double, 
and forwards ; and the Of@ Pudis of the mo- 

| N 4 | ther 
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ther preventing my hand from taking hold of 
the feet, I turned her from that pofition to 
her left fide, and on introducing my hand - 
reached the feet, which were eafily brought 
down, and the child was delivered. 

The woman had been two days in labour 
before I was called. She recovered; but the 
child was dead: as I forgot to examine the 
Funis when the. body was brought down,’ I 
could not determine, whether it was dead 
before, or loft in delivering the head, which 
required great forcein the extraction. 


| G AgSols XE | 
The haunch prefenting: the body of the child 


in much the fame pofition, as defcribed in 
the former cafe. | 


In the year 1752, I was called to a wo- 


man who had been long in labour, and on © 


examining found, that ite: the fhoulder or 
haunch Feats As fhe lay on her left. 
fide, I tried to introduce my hand into the 
Vagina, in time of a labour pain; but on 
her flying from me, and not keeping in that 
pofition, I was obliged to turn her to her 
back. Vide Collect. xxv. No. 4. Cafe 1s. pre- 
tending that a fupine pofition would. afiift 

the pains and the delivery. j 
The friends prefent informing me of her 
unmanageable difpofition, I had her: firmly 
held 
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held by three {trong women. Then I intro- 
duced my hand, and felt the left haunch pre- 
fenting, with the fore-parts of the Fetus to 
the right anterior part of the Urerus. 

Finding, as foon as I infinuated my hand 
into the womb, that the patient lay quiet, 
and did not make fuch violent efforts to 
move from me, and that in this pofition the 
Pubis prevented my arm and hand from turn- 
ing upwards, and forwards, fo as to take 
hold of the feet, I defired the afliftants to 
turn her again to her left fide. 
, During this movement, I durft not ven- 

ture to withdraw my hand, left fhe fhould 
renew her violent efforts againft me, and re- 
peat the cries of murder with which fhe had 
alarmed the neighbourhood. 

Her breech being a little over the fide of 

the bed, a pillow betwixt her knees, which 
were raifed up to her belly, and kept firm in - 
this advantageous pofition, I ftood behind 
her and began the operation, the Pudzs did not 


now prevent my hands going up to the fore- 


part of the Userus; but the womb being | 
ftrongly contracted, I could only bring down 
one of the legs into the Vagina. By fixing a 
cloth round ie ankle, I moved the child with 
its head up to the Fundus; and being but 
{mall, it was eafily and fafely delivered. 

LA Oe 
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The arm lying double in the Vagina; the 
fore-parts of the Fetus to the anterior part 
of the Uferus: the woman delivered ac- 


cording to Daventer’s method by turning — 


her to her knees and elbows. — 


I attended a patient to whom J had been 
befpoke, in the year 1745, the membranes 
were broke, and a large quantity of waters 
difcharged before my arrival. The arm lay © 
double in the Vagina, and the Os Uteri was 
fufficiently dilated. 

Having placed her in the fide pofition acrofs 
the bed, as defcribed in Colleét. xxv. No. 1, 
Cafe 3. I by degrees opened the Os externum, 
which, as it was her firft child, required 
fome time, by dilating it a little every pain. 
At firft imagining the fore-parts of the child 
were to the back-part of the Uferus, I intro- 
duced my left hand along the back-part of 
the Vagina, and in pufhing up the arm and 
~ fhoulder into the Userus to fearch for the feet, 

‘I found my miftake as to the pofition, and that 
they were at the Fundus and anterior part. 

Having withdrawn my left hand, I intro- 
duced the right, and raifing again the parts 
that prefented, I pufhed up my hand at the 
fore-part of the Uterus, where I found the 
legs, arms, and Funis intangled with one 

2 another, 
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another, that I could not difengage them 
with my fingers fo as to take hold of the 
feet. ‘This difficulty, joined with the ftrong 
contraction of the Uterus, which I did not 
expect would happen fo foon, when the mem- 
branes were fo lately ruptured, fo cramped 
my hand that I was obliged to withdraw it 
once more. 

By thefe repeated efforts to force up the 
body, the Placenta had been {queezed and 
loofened from its adhefion in the Urerus, and 
a flooding was brought on. Obferving this 
fymptom, and confidering that no time fhould 
be loft, 1 made a fecond trial in the fame man- 
ner, as foon as my hand recovered its former 
ftrength; but finding the fame difficulty, I 
defifted from attempting any more to deliver 
in that pofition. 

Having turned her on the bed, to her knees 
‘and elbows, with her breech high and fhoul- 
ders low, and ihe being fupported by afhi- 
tants in this pofition; 1 again introduced my 
hand, and found the contraction and pref- 
fure fo diminifhed, that I at laft, though 
with a good deal of difficulty, got one of the 
feet betwixt my fingers, and brought it down 
to the Vagina. By pufhing up the body, and 
pulling down that limb alternately, the child 
was fafely delivered; the Placenta followed, 
and the flooding ceafed. 

| CASE 
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GALS XU | 
‘The child lying in around form, the back 


prefenting, with the head and feet towards 


the Fundus Uterz. 


In the year 1746, a midwife fent for me 
to a woman in labour: fhe told me that the 
membranes broke foon after her arrival, and 
fafpecting that neither the head nor breech 
prefented, fhe had defired the hufband to fend 
for further affiftance. 

As the patient was lying on her fide, I ex- 
amined, and was of the midwife’s opinion ; 
but uncertain what part of the child’s body 


was over the Os Uteri?.. She evaded my ef- 


forts in that pofition, therefore was turned 
to her back. Her breech was brought down 
to the foot of the bed, while two women fup- 
ported her legs, and kept her firm, to prevent 
her flying from me in time of operating. 


On introducing my hand, I found the’ 


middle of the back prefented; and that the 
fhoulders were to the right fide of the Uferus. 
Thefe I firft tried to raife to the Fundus ; but 
as J endeavoured to come at the breech to 
pull it down from the other fide, the fhoulders 

returned, | 
Finding after repeated trials, that this me- 
thed did not fucceed, I flipped up my hand 
along the back-part to the Fundus, where I 
found 
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found the feet, and as I pulled them down, the 
back turned upwards; after which the child 
- was foon and fafely delivered. 


CAGE RT: 


The belly prefenting; the Punzs Umbilicalis 
fallen down into the Vagina, and much 
tumified; the head and legs turned up to 
the Fundus Utert. 


In the year 1750, I was called early one 
morning to a woman who had {trong labour. 
The membranes had been broke the night 
before; although the midwife found the Funis 
come down, and the child prefenting wrong, 
yet fhe concealed thefe particulars, pretend- 
ing that every thing was right, that it muft 
take a long time to deliver the child, and fhe 
would not allow any affiftance to be called 
for, until the friends infifted upon — 
further advice. 

When a pain came on, I examined, and 
found the Fuxis come down without the Os 
- Externum, pretty much fwelled, without any 
pulfation ; then following it up into the Vz- 
gina, 1 felt its adhefion at the Abdomen, and 
told the friends, that the child prefented.in a 
- wrong pofition, and was not alive. Hearing 
this declaration, they abufed the midwife, — 
and were about to expel her the houfe, if I 
had not interceded in her behalf, that the 

. might 
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might affift the patient after delivery. Vide 
Collect. XLIX. No. 2. 

As the patient lay on her left fide, and the 
parts had been largely dilated, either by the 
midwife, or membranes, béfore they broke, 
I with great eafe introduced my hand, and 
felt the fore-part of the thighs at the left 
fide of the Uterus; and tracing up higher, I 
got hold of the legs, which I could not then 
bring down, becaufe of the great contraction 
of the Uterus. 

My hand being cramped, I brought it 


} lower, and after refting a little, tried to pufh | 


up the breaft and bring down the thighs ; 
but this did not alter the pofition of the child 
fufficiently ; and the patient not being kept 
properly in the fide pofition, I was obliged 
to turn her to her back; wvsde Collect. XXV. 
No. 1. Cafe r. Then introducing my hand 
along the back-part of the Uterus, to the 
Fundus, I took hold of the legs, and pulling 
them downwards, the fore-part of the thighs 
and belly turned upwards, by which means 
the body was brought down; but the child 
being large, the head was delivered with 
fome difficulty. 


CASE 
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The breaft of the Fetus prefenting; one arm 
lying double in the Vagina, part of the 
other without the external parts; the deli- 

very performed with the noofe; 1743. 


Soon after the membranes were broke, J 
was called to this cafe, and found the breaft 
of the child forced down into the upper part 
of the Pehis; expecting it would require 
ftrength to raife and pais it, fo as to come at 
_ the legs, I had the woman laid in the fupine 
pofition ; vide Collect. xxv. Cafe 1. 

Wrapping a cloth round the right hand 
and fore-arm of thechild, that was protrud- 
ed without the external parts, I took hold of 
it with my left hand, and introduced my 
right up the back-part of the Vagina; when 
unwrapping the cloth, and letting go my 
hold, I pufhed up both the breaft and the 
other arm into the Uterus, where I found the 
head and neck above the Pudis, the thighs 
and legs lying double at the left fide; which 
laft were eafily brought down into the Vagina. 

After refting a little, I endeavoured to 
- move round the body of the Fetus, by alter- 
nately pufhing up the breaft, and pulling 
down the legs; but finding this only fatigued 
the woman, aswell as myfelf, to no purpofe, 
I introduced the noofe, and fixed it flowly 

: | over 
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over both ankles, not without fome difficulty, 
as the feet were {till pretty high in the Vagina. 

Having at laft got it firmly fixed, I twifted 
it round my right hand, and introduced my 
left, with which the breaft was raifed towards 
the Fundus, on the right fide, while the legs 
were pulled down by the noofe from the left, 
without the Os Externum; then taking hold 
of the ankles with my right hand, to prevent 
their being overftrained, I raifed the body of 
the Fetus higher with my left, and by conti- 
nuing to pufh up and pull down alternately, 
the head and fhoulders were raifed to the Fun- 
dus Uterz, the arms returned into the womb, 
the breech was brought down into the Vagina ; 
then both mother and child was fafely deli- 
' vered. 


CrA-S- EH XVI. 


Thearm and fhoulder of a fecond child forced 
down without the external parts, in the 
year 17406. 

The patient had: been delivered by a mid- 
wife in the evening; and when I was called 
next morning, I found the right arm and 
fhoulder of a fecond child, forced or pulled 
down without the Os Externum. The arm 
was not tumefied; but, as no pulfation could 
be felt at the wrift, I imagined the child was 


not alive. 
The 
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The neck, fhoulder, and fome of the ribs, 
as well as the arm, being all without the ex- 
- ternal parts, I was afraid that it would be im- 
poffible to force up thefe parts of the child 
into the Uferus, fo as to turn the Fetus, and 
brin# down the legs: this method, however, 
I oa to try firft; but if that did not 
- facceed, then to deliver in the manner recom- 
mended by Ce/fzs in fuch cafes ; viz. to divide 
the neck, and bring the divided parts fepa- 
rately. 

Having ordered the patient to be properly | 
held in the fupine pofition, I tried to force up 
the fhoulder, and was happy to find, that — 
the child being fmall, all the protruded parts 
returned eafier than could be expected into the 
Uterus: then I brought down the legs, and 
delivered the child, which being alive, I was 
glad that I had not been obliged to fly to the 

Jatt refource. 


Vor, iil. | O 7 WU M. 
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NUMBER II. 


The children lying with the fuperior parts to q 
the Os Ureri; the feet and breech to the — 


Fundus; the waters evacuated, and the 
Uterus contracted in form of a longifh 
fheath. | 


GAL eae 


The left fhoulder prefented; the fore-parts — 
of the Fetus to theright fide of the Uzerus. — 


In the year 1737, I was called to a woman | 
in labour. The waters were difcharged the ~ 
day before my arrival, On examining, and - 
finding the head of the child did not prefent,- — 
‘Thad the patient laid in a fupine pofition ac- — 
crofs her bed ; introducing my right hand in- — 
to the Vagina, I felt the fhoulder; and in © 
raifing it, obferved that the fore-parts of — 
the Fetus were to the right fide of the Uterus, © 


and the head turned up above the Pudis. 


On this information, I was obliged to with- ~ 
draw my right hand, and introduce the left: | 
while I tried to infinuate it betwixt the breaft © 
of the child, and the right fide of the Uterus, © 
I found this laft fo ftrongly contracted, that 7 
‘I was obliged to bring my hand lower, and ~ 
puth up the fhoulder and head to the left fide, 7 
to give more room for my hand and arm; 7 
thefe parts not moving round, I again forced F 
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my hand up along the breait, and by degrees 
reached the thighs and legs, which were fold- 
ed double on the belly of the Fetus. 

As my hand began to be cramped, I refted 
a little; and the ftrength of my arm being 
fomewhat recovered, I pufhed up my hand 
farther and farther, to make more room for 
taking hold of the ankles ; this I at lait ac- 
complifhed, and brought the feet down to 
_ the lower part of the Userws ; but the great 
force which I exerted ocea the Placenta, 
and brought on a flooding. Having with- 
drawn my left hand, I introduced my right, 
with which, by pufhing up the fhoulder, and 
pulling down the legs alternately, I at laft 
moved the body round, and the child was de- 
_ livered, but not without changing hands three 
or four times, which were much {queezed and 
cramped, by the ftrong contraction of the 
Uterus: I was aifo, during the operation, ob- 
liged to alter my own pofition, from fitting, 
to kneeling and ftanding alternately, as I 
- found it neceffary. 3 
The Placenta followed the delivery: and 
the flooding ceafed ; the child was alive, con- 
_ trary to my expectation, confidering the great 
force and fqueezing on the breaft and Abdo- 
men, before I could bring down thelegs. The 
_ patient being a ftrong, healthy woman, was 
Rot funk by the flooding, which was of fer- 
0 2 vice 
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vice in relaxing the Uterus, and, by empty- 
ing the veflels helped to prevent an inflamma- 
tion. 


CiAsS Beil, 


The right fhoulder of the child prefenting s 
the legs againft the fore-part, and Fundus 
Ureri ; delivery affifted by the noofe. 


‘ In the beginning of the year 1753, I was 
called to a perfon whom I had delivered twice 
before. To outward appearance fhe feemed 
very well formed for bearing children ; but 


her being fickly, and tender in her infan- — 
cy, was the occafion of a narrow and diftort-_ 


ed Peluts. 

The diftortion here differed fee what I 
had obferved, for the moft part, in other cafes 
of that kind. The bad formation is general- 
ly from the projection of the loweft Vertebra 
of the loins, and upper part of the Sacrum, 
and may be diftinguifhed by examining with 
afinger. In this patient, the diftortion arofe 


Ee ee ee a ee eae ee ee ee eee ae 


from the three loweft Vertebre of the loins, — 
‘bending foreward, and could not be felt till — 
after delivery, except in this laft cafe, where © 
I was obliged to bring down the legs of the — 


child, and deliver in the preternatural way. 


In her firft labour, when about five and | 
thirty, fhe was attended by a midwife; and — 


it proving laborious, a gentleman was call- — 


ed, 
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ed, who was obliged to open the head, and 
extract with the crotchet. In her next preg- 
nancy, I was befpoke; and as the head of the 
child prefented, I managed the labour from 
the beginning in a flow and cautious manner ; 
but although the child was fmall, I with the 
greateft difficulty faved it, by the affiftance 
of the Forceps. When I attended in her 
third labour, with the fame caution and pa- 
tience, as in the former, I could not fave the 
child, which was larger; but found myfelf 
- obliged to ufe the fame method as the other 
gentleman had taken in delivering the firft to 
- fave the patient’s life. 
‘When befpoke to attend a third time, J 
was under no {mall anxiety on account’ of 
the difficulty that attended her labours; but 
more fo, when called, and examining, I 
found that the head of the child did not pre- 
fent. The membranes had not broke, but, in 
time of a labour pain, were pufhed down to 
_ the lower part of the Vagzna; and the mouth 
of the womb was largely dilated. 

After confidering the cafe, I refolved to © 
try in time, before the membranes broke, 
and the waters came off, either to bring the 
head to prefent, if large, or if the child was 
-{mall, to bring down the feet, and deliver in. 
the preternatural way; but while the bed 
was preparing, a ftrong pain came on, which 

O 3 br oke 
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broke the membranes, and a very large quan- 
tity of waters was diicharged on a fudden, 
_ the patient being in a ftanding pofture. | 

The nurfe having put her to bed, her breech 
was brought down to the fect of it, and fhe 
was laid on her left fide, this pofition being 
moft advantageous, on account of the projec 
tion of the diftorted bones, which would have 
prevented my hand’s going up, if the had 
been in the fupine pofition. 

Having feated myfelf a little behind lite 
patient, 1 introduced my right hand into the 
Vagina. ‘The fhoulder prefenting, and the 
head to the right fide of the Urerus, I endea- 
voured to puih up the firft, and bring down 
the laft, to prefent in the natural way; but 
finding the ftrong contraction cf the Uterus 
prevented my raifing the fhoulder fufficiently, 
and that the flipperinefs of the head evaded 
my fingers, fo that I could not alter its pofi- 
tion, I gave up all hope of fucceeding’ in that 
manner; for, when the membranes broke, 
the diftorted bones prevented the fhoulder’s 
coming down to fill up the paflage, and gS 
up fome of the waters. 

Finding the contraction of the Urerus fo 
“ftrong, and the ftrainings of the patient fo 
great, that I could not reach the feet, I cauf- 
ed her to be turned to her knees and elbows, 

to prevent further {trainings: while fhe was 
| kept — 
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kept firm in this pofition by the affiftants, I 
- introduced my hand again, and finding the 

refiftance lefs, I pufhed it up gradually, along 

the fore-part of the Userus, where I found 
one of the legs, which I brought down; 
then pufhing up the fhoulder, and pulling 
the limb, alternately, as in the former cafe, 
T.extracted it without the Os Externum. 
By this time I was pretty much fatigued, 
and refted a little. The woman complain- 
ing of the uneafy pofition, I had her again 
- turned to her fide: having fixed a noofe 
round the ankle, and twifted the other end 
of it round my right hand, I introduced my 
left to the face, and fore-part of the neck 
and breaft of the child, which were at the 
under part, and right fide of the Userus: by 
puthing up thefe, and pulling, at the fame - 
time, the leg down with the noofe, I brought 
_ the breech lower, and the head, with the 
breaft, to the upper part of the womb. 
Having withdrawn my left hand, and con- 
fidered that there was {till a greater difficulty 
to overcome in order to fave idee child’s life, 
by bringing the head through the paflage of. 
thefe diitorted bones, I moved the patient 
- into the fupine pofition, as defcribed in Col- 
leét. XXV. Cafe 1. This alteration afforded 
more liberty to operate with fafety, than 
could be procured in any other. 
| 04 _  Wrap- 
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Wrapping a cloth round the child’s right 
leg, I began to pull, and, by the afliftance | 
of the mother’s efforts, brought down the hip. 
to the lower part of the Pelvis; then intro- 
ducing the fingers of my left hand over the 
other hip into the groin, and pulling with 
both hands, I brought down i body to the 
arm- -pits. 

Finding, by the pulfation in ne Funis, that 
the child was alive, I flipped my right hand 
up along the breaft, to feel the pofition of 
the head, which was ftill high, and above 
the diftortion, with the chin to the right 
fide; but not being able to bring the head or 
fhoulders lower, I withdrew my hand. Af- 
ter having brought down both arms, I intro- 
duced my left hand, and the head being a 
little lower, I hooked two fingers in the 
mouth, laid the body of the child on that 
arm, and fixed the fingers of my right hand 
over the fhoulders, on each fide of the neck. 
~ Having taken a firm hold with both hands, 
J tried, in a flow and cautious manner, to 
bring down and extraét the head, by increaf- 


ing the force gradually, moving the face of 


the child backwards and forwards, fometimes 
altering my fingers from the mouth to the 


fides of the nofe, fometimes quitting again 


thefe holds, and trying Daventer’s method, 
by Te ing ; down the fhoulders, to bring the 
Occipim 
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Occiput out from below the Offa Pubis: this 
method not fucceeding, I again introduced 
my fingers to the capullys but, after exerting | 
_ greater force, and pulling the body of he 
Fetus upwards, downwards, and from fide 
to fide, I was obliged to reft, and began to 
defpair of faving the child’s life. 

The woman all this time behaved with great, 
courage, and aflifted with all her ftrength, 
by forcing down every time I defired. As 
there was {till a weak pulfation in the Fuzzs, 
I refolved to make another effort with all my 
ftrength, by which the head was moved a 
little lower; then forcing up my fingers to 
the forehead, I got a firm hold on it, and 
finifhed the delivery. 

The force ufed in turning the child had 

loofened the Placenta, and brought on a large 
difcharge of blood, as in the former cafe ; 
- circumftance which commonly happens in 
fuch deliveries, As the after-birth followed 
the delivery, { wrapped it in the receiver 
with the child, and laid all on an affiftant’s 
lap near the a without tying and feparat- 
ing the Funis, becaufe I {till found a creeping 
motion in the arteries. 

After having moved the patient from her 
uneafy pofition, and further up from the 
foot of the bed, I tried the common methods 
to afijft the recovery of the child. Soon af- 

ter, 
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ter, the infant fhewed fome weak figns of 
life, and in about ten or fifteen minutes be- 
gan to cry, and breathe with more freedom: 
that which had the greateft effect, was whip- 
ping his little breech from time to time, for 
which I afk pardon of my old friend and pre- 
ceptor Dr. Nicholls. 

As I fufpected that the neck was over- 
ftrained in time of delivery, the head was 
gently prefled towards the fhoulders: on the 
recovery of the child, I examined the mouth, 
and all the limbs, to find if any thing was 
amifs. The infant continuing to cry incef- 
fantly while the head was wafhing, I examin- 
ed, and perceived a large tumour above the 


right ear; I likewife found a depreflion of | | 


the temporal bone before the ear, and the 
frontal and parietal bones pufhed outwards: 
thefe formed the {welling, and were the parts 
that ftopped at the diftorted bones of the 
Vertebra. On prefiing the tumour with my 
fingers, the child was quiet, but on remov- 
ing them from the part, the bones were again 
pufhed out, and the child fell a-crying; by 
repeating the fame experiment more than 
once, I was convinced that this was the oc- 

cafion of the complaint. 
Having applied a thick comprefs, moiften- _ 
ed with oil, vinegar, and fpirits, on the tu- 
-mour; and fecured it with a proper bandage, 
| I de- 
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I defired the nurfe, if this was not fufficient, 
to continue to affift with her hand, as before; 
for I did not choofe to bind the head too 
tight, as fuch fits of crying never happened 
in my practice, neither before nor fince. I 
‘was glad to find next day, that the cage 
had difappaared: 

The child was fmaller in this cafe than in 
the former, and the mother recovered better 
than in any of her preceding labours. The 
dificulty that attended the delivery of the 
head made me refolve to ufe the long Forceps, 
as in No. 1. Cafe 7th, of this Collection. 


C_A-§ Bd 


‘The left arm and fhoulder of the Fetus pre- 
fenting, the head over the Pudzs, and the 
fore-parts of the child to the right fide of 
the Uterus. | 


In the year 1742, being called to a watch- 
man’s wife, the midwife told me, that the 
waters had come off in a large quantity, on 
which the arm was forced down into the 
birth, and the hand appeared without the ex- 
ternal parts: fhe had tried different methods, 
to make the child (as fhe ignorantly imagin- 
ed) withdraw up its hand into the womb, 
and change itfelf into the natural pofition ; 
dipping its hand into a bafon of cold water, 
and alfo in vinegar and brandy ; ; but finding 
“ | thefe 
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thefe trials fail, fhe had recourfe to the laft 
remedy, before any afitftance from a man 
practitioner was thought neceflary: fhe di- 
rected the woman’s hufband to take hold of 
her legs over his fhoulders, and lift up her 
body three times, with her back to his, and 
her head downwards; being of opinion, that 
_ although the former methods failed of fuccefs, 
this would anfwer her expectation. 

On examining this cafe, I found by the 
hand and fingers, that the left arm was come 
down, and that the fore-parts of the Fetus 
were probably to the right fide of the Userus. 
I promifed to fupport the woman in her lying 
in; and on this confideration, the gentlemen 
whothen attended me for their inftruction in 
midwifery, were allowed to be prefent at the 
delivery. 

Finding I could not keep the patient in a 
firm pofition, when on her fide, I had her 
turned to her back, with her breech to the 
bed’s feet; two of the gentlemen fuftained 
her legs; her head was fupported by lying in 
the midwife’s lap; the midwife was feated on > 
the bolfter at the head of the bed, to keep 
her firm in that pofition, and reftrain her 
arms, fo as to prevent her hands from pull- 
ing at the afliftants or me, in time of the ope- 

ration. 

As the arm of the child was but little fwell- 
ed, I eafily introduced ey left hand below it, 

into 
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into the Vagina; then pufhing up the fhoul- 


der, infinuated my hand betwixt the breaft: 
and the right fide of the Uterus ; but finding, 


after feveral ftrong efforts, that I could nei- 


ther raife the fhoulder higher, nor pufh my 


hand fufficiently up to come at the feet, I 
altered her pofition in the following manner. 


Obferving that the midwife kept the wo-— 
man’s head and fhoulders too high, I made 
her fit further up on the bed, that they might 
ly lower; but my hand and arm being by 
this time cramped and wearied, with work- 
ing in too great a hurry, I was obliged to 
withdraw both, and reft a little. Confider- 
ing that my other hand could not, in this 
pofition of the woman, reach the legs of the 
child, which were at the right fide, I turned | 
her to her knees and elbows, and had her 
fupported in that pofture by the alliftants, on, 
the bed. .- 

I then infinuated my right hand, and gra- 
dually ftretched. the contracted Uzerus, when 
I found the feet were turned up to the breech 
at the Fumdus. I now endeavoured, with all 
my ftrength, to pufh farther up, fo as to 
make more room to take hold of the legs ; 
but the woman being ftrong, and ftruggling 
inceflantly, we could not keep her in that po- 
fition; fo that all my efforts to bring them 
down, proved abortive. 


This 7 


g 
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This hand and arm laft introduced being — 
likewife cramped, I was obliged to withdraw 
them, and I began to defpair of fucceeding — 
without the affiftance of the crotchet; but I 
refolved to make one effort more. Finding 
we could not keep her fteady in this laft pofi- 
tion, I had the bed raifed very high at the feet 
with bolfter and pillows; then fhe was laid 
again in the fupine pofition as at firft, her 
breech being raifed much more, with her 
head and fhoulders very low. 

My left hand being now pretty well reco- 
vered from the former fatigue, I introduced — 
it as at firft, and at laft reached up to the 
Fundus Uteri; I now brought down one of 
the legs, and delivered the child, with the - 
affiftance of the noofe, as in the former cafe, 
but with much lefs difficulty, as this woman 
had a much larger, and better formed Pe/uis. 

The child was alive; the mother recovered ; 
and the Placenta, being loofened in time of 
operation, followed the delivery. 

She continued weak for three or four 
weeks, and complained of great pains in the 
Lbdomen and neighbouring parts ; but having 
had large difcharges at firft, and being care- 
fully attended, and kept in breathing {weats, 
the Lochia and milk were fo promoted, as to 
prevent, in all appearance, the danger from 
a violent. inflammation of the Urerus. 

As 
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As this was one of the firft difficult cafes 
in which my pupils were allowed to attend, 
after I began to teach midwifery, I was real- 
ly afraid, in time of operating, of being foil- 
ed, and fuffering reproach, for pretending to 
teach others, while incapable of delivering fo 
ftrong and fo well formed a fubject, without 
being obliged to bring the child by piece-meal 
with inftraments; efpecially as the woman | 
had told us, that in all her former labours fhe 
was commonly delivered before the midwife 


- could come to her affiftance. 


Although, while I lived in the eae i 
had been called to many fuch cafes, yet 1 was 
never more fatigued. I was not able to raife 
my arms to my head for aday or two after 
- this delivery; and one of the gentlemen, 

who was prefent, being of a delicate con- 
f{titution, was fo much afraid, that he re- 
folved never to venture on the ie of 
midwifery. | 


CASE IV: 

The right arm and fhoulder of the child pre- 
fa Seo the head turned back on the fhoul- 
ders, to the right fide of the Userus, with the 
fect folded up to the breech, but towards the 
fore-parts; the woman {mall, and her belly 
pendulous; delivered in the year 1753. 

. The midwife told me, that I had formerly 

- been with the fame woman, who recovered 

flowly 
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flowly after a tedious labour ; that this would 
prove a more dangerous cafe, for that the arm 
of the child came down immediately after 
the membranes broke, on which there 
flowed from the womb a large quantity of 
waters. 

She alfo informed me, that as the hand 
was without the birth,-fhe had folded it up 
in the Vagina, to keep it warm till I fhould 
arrive. The patient was then lying on her 
left fide, acrofs the bed, which was uncom- 
monly high, with a pillow betwixt her knees. 
~J did not fit, nor kneel, but ftood, and moved 
her breech near to the fide of the bed; then 
I brought the hand again down out of the 
Vagina, and told her it was the right, to pre- 
vent reflections, if that limb fhould prove 
lame after the delivery. I had found fuch 
complaints proceed from the midwife’s pull- 
ing at the arm, and trying to bring along the © 
body in that manner; but this notice being 
given, the accoucheur could not be blamed 
for overftraining the limb; and the misfor- 
tune would be imputed to preffure, or cold, 
while the arm lay in that pofition. 

Finding by the arm of the child, that its 
fore-parts would probably be to the left fide 


of the Uterus; and alfo, that the Abdomen of _. 7 


the patient was very pendulous, by its hang- ~ 
ing more than ufual over the Pudis, I per- 
ceived 
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‘ceived that I could operate with greater eafe 
while fhe lay on her fide, than when lying in 
a fupine pofition. 

I introduced my right hand into the Va- 
gina; and in pufhing up the fhoulder, could 
diftinguifh, that although the Pe/uis was nar- 
row, the child was not large; that the breaft — 
was forewards, but towards the left fide, the 
‘head turned back on the fhoulders, to the op- 
pofite fide. The contraction of the Uterus being 
very great, it would have been impoffible to 
bring down the head to prefent in the natu- 
ral way; my endeavours for this purpofe 
-would have ferved only to fatigue the patient 
and myfelf with vain labour. 

_ My hand being fo far advanced, I pufhed 
it up further and further, along the left fide 
of the Userus, to come at the legs of the 
child; but the patient’s head and fhoulders 
being too high, [which pofition I forgot to 
alter] this circumftance, joined with the force 
of the breaft, and abdominal mufcles, in her 
_ ftrainings againft me, prevented my hand’s 
going up fufficiently to reach thefe parts. 
Being afraid to bring down my right hand 
from the contracted womb, I flipped my left 
under her left hip, and, by the help of the 
_affiftants, turned her to her knees and elbows. 
Vide Cafe 5. ie 
voy pus I. P By 


| 
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By this method, both the preflure of thofe — 
parts, and the weight of the child, being 
much abated, the Abdomen fank downwards, — 
though at the fame time her thighs and knees — 
kept the belly above the Pudis: at laft my — 
hand penetrated to the Fundus Uteri, took — 
hold of the feet betwixt my fingers; then & 
pulling them down, and pufhing up the — 
breaft, I, after a good deal of fatigue, brought — 
the legs without the Os Externum: I now — 
turned the patient to her back, and with — 
fafety delivered both her and the child, al- — 
though the head ftuck fome time in the paf- — 
fage, and both force and caution were requir- 
ed to extract it. | 


| C ASE. -Y. , 
The breaft and both arms prefenting; the 
fore-parts of the child to the back-part of — 
the Uterus; the head delivered according — 
to Daventer’s method. 


In the year 1751, I was called to a la- 
bourer’s wife. Her midwife, on pretence of 
being fent for to another, had left her foon — 
after the membranes’ broke, affuring all pre- 7 
fent that the child prefented properly ; and ~ 
fhe promifed to return in time for the deli- ©” 


very: but! on examining, I found both the 7 


arms down at the Os Externum, and the” ~ 
at breaft 
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breaft prefenting at the upper part of the | 
Vagina. 

After every thing nieceffity was prepared, 
I had the patient laid acrofs the bed in a fu- 
_ pine pofition, with her breech high and her 
fhoulders low. As the Pe/ves was large, and 
the arras of the child fmall, I, in time of 
the labour pains, {tretched the external parts, 
and introduced my hand into the Vagina, up 
to the breaft of the Fetus: in raifing this, 
-and.examining the fituation, I found the 
head was caft back above the Pudzs. 
~ As the breaft of the child was towards the 
Sacrum, 1 pufhed up my hand betwixt the 
_ Abdomen and the back-part of the Urerus, and 
then went higher and higher, in a flow man- 
ner; and by intervals ftretching the womb, 
which was ftrongly contracted. I found the 
thighs, knees, and legs doubled up to the 
-Fundus; but not being able to come at the 
feet, which were caft forewards on the breech, 
T hooked my fore-finger into the hams, This 
-purchafe not being fufficient, I let go that 
hold; and at laft getting one of the feet be- 
- twixt my fingers, 1 brought that leg down to 
the Vagina. ‘This was not effected without a 
good deal of fatigue, in pulling down the foot, 
_ and pufhing up the breaft; but not being able 
- to bring down the other, I was obliged to 
P 2 reft 
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re{t fome minutes, to recover the Arenets of 
my hand and arm. 

Having procured a foft garter from one of 
the affiftants, 1 formed it into a noofe, and 
_ tried to introduce and fix the ligature round 
the ankle of the child; but the foot was too 
high to admit its being apphed properly. I 
was again obliged to introduce my hand in- 
to the Uterus, and by pufhing up and pulling 
down, as before, brought the foot without the 
Os Externum; then, with the affiftance of the 
noofe, I altered the bad pofition, by raifing 


the head and breaft to the Fundus Uteri, 
bringing down the breech of the child to the © 


lower part of the womb, as in Cafe 2 


The arms of the Fetus, by this movement, — 


returned into the Uterus, and. afforded more 
room to bring down the other leg. Having 
wrapped a cloth round both, and finding, on 


extracting the thighs and hips, that the belly 


of the child was towards the Pudzs, 1 turned — 


them to the Sacrum. As the body came eafily 


along, I did not bring down the arms, neither _ 


did I introduce. my fingers to the face, to 
turn the forehead into the cavity of the Sa- 
crum; but by prefling down the fhoulders of 
the Fetus, brought the Occiput out from below 
the Pudzs. 


The child lay a long time feemingly dealt 
but at laft recovered. Jn the mean time, one © 


of 
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of ‘the affiftants imprudently telling the pa- 
tient it was dead, fhe was immediately thrown 
- into convulfions, and with difficulty recover- 
ed from inftant death, by applying ftimu- 
lating things to her nofe, fuch as burnt fea- 
thers, woollen rags, and fpirits; and when 
fhe retrieved the ufe of her fenfes, the cries 
of the child contributed greatly to her ree 
covery. 


eRe EM iets 


_ The face of the child prefenting, with the chin 
to the right fide of the Pelvis; 1728, : 


‘The waters, in this cafe, had been dif- 
charged many hours; the head was in the 
upper part of the Pe/vzs, and did not ade 
vance lower, although the pains were ftrong © 
and frequent; but as the patient grew weaker, | 
and was every now and then attacked with 
fainting fits, the midwife apprifed the friends 
of the danger, and defired them to fend for 
my alfiftance. 

Having confidered every circumitance of 
the woman's condition, and ordered every 
thing that was Hoaenry to be in readinefs, 
I had the woman fecured in the fame pofition 
as defcribed in the foregoing cafe; and in 
_ pufhing up the face and head with my left 
-*hand to the left fide of the Uterus, found the 
“fotel “parts of the child were to the back-part 
Pe 3 of 
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of the womb; but in tracing farther up, to 
fearch for the feet, the {trong contraction of 
the Uterus, prefled the head with fuch force 
againft the mufcles of my arm, as to be- 
numb my fingers, and give me fo much pain, 

— that I was obliged to withdraw that hand. 

The patient’s pofition being altered. by her 
fhrinking from me, I brought her breech 
again to the fide of the bed, and defired the 
affiftants to hold her in that fituation. En- _ 
couraging her by promifing to do all in my 
power to fave both the child and _herfelf, I 
introduced my right hand into the Userus, 
and delivered nearly with as great force and 
fatigue as in the above cafe. As the child, 
however, w2s large, I could not bring out j 


— ; 
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the head in that manner, but was obliged to 
deliver it as in Cafe 2. 


CASE VII. a 


: 
‘ 
;, 
: 
a 
i 


= 


The face prefenting, with the forehead above 
the Pubis, and the chin forced down to the 
concave part of the Sacrum. 


Being called one morning early, in the 
year 1750, the midwife informed me, that 
fhe had delivered the patient feveral times ; 
that her labours were foon over, the children 
always following the rupture of the mem-; — 
branes; that although the head prefented in» | 
this cafe alfo, fhe was afraid the delivery was. 
obftructed 
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obftructed by a large excrefcence, which fhe 
imagined filled up the back-part of the 
paflage. 

'.The waters had come off the day before, 
and the woman had been in ftrong labour all 
night. 

When I firt examined forewards, and to- 
wards the Pubis, I was deceived as well as 
the midwife, by imagining that the child’s 
head prefented in the natural way; but in 
making another trial in time of the next pain, 
‘introducing the firft finger of my right hand 
further up, and backwards towards the Sa- 
crum, 1 felt an uncommon foft fubftance, 
which I felt all round. At laf, with fome 
difficulty, I difcovered that it’ was the face. 
‘The cheeks were fo much {welled, that the 
eyes, nofe and mouth feemed as if buried bes — 
twixt them, and the chin was backwards to- 
ward the left fide of the Pe/uis. 

The woman’s {ftrength being much exhauft- 
ed, and the child in danger of being loft in 
this bad pofition, I refolved to try either to 
alter the prefentation, or deliver in the pre- 
ternatural way. Having, as in fome of the 
former cafes, ordered the patient to be fecur- 
ed, and kept firm in the fupine pofition, I 
- gradually dilated the Os Externum, and raif- 
ed the head above the brim of the Pelvis, 
but the poten ye of the Uterus was fo 
sp A great, 
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great, and that part of the child fo flippery, 


that I could not raife up the face, fo as 


to bring the Vertex to Aah in the natural — 


way. 
The patient had made pretty ftrong forts 
in {training down again{ft me donne this 
trial. I now refted a little, to obferve if the 
face of the child would come down lower in 
the Pelvis, fo as I might be able to affift the 
delivery with the forceps; but after waiting 
fome time, and the labour pains being weak, 
I at laft, by ufing a good deal of force, pufh- 
ed up the head to the Fundus Uterr. The 


legs were brought down, and the child de-_ 


livered, as inthe former cafe. The face was 


livid, and exceflively {welled ; but thefe ap- ¥ 


pearances went all off in a few days. 


lo ay a 


The head of the child prefenting,. with both ; 


the arms come down, and the fore-arms _ 


appearing without the Os Externum. 


Being called to a woman in the year 1724, 


the midwife informed me, that the waters 
had been coming off for about twenty-four 
hours; and although fhe had tried feveral 


times to aflift the delivery, by pulling at the 
arms of the child, which were come down — 


ee et ae eT ea ee 


before the head, yet the prefenting parts — 
ftuck fo faft in the bones, meaning the Pe/- — 
vis, 7 
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wis, that fhe could not bring them lower, 
and therefore had, as it was a defperate cafe, 
fent for my affiftance. 

On examining, I found both arms. come 
down much f{welled, and backwards towards 
the Sacrum, with the head advanced a little, 
in a conical form, at the fore- apart of the 
Pelvis. 

Confidering thefe circumftances, obferving 
the patient greatly exhaufted with the length 
of the labour, the pains weak, and being 
certain that the child was {till alive, from the 
motion every now and then of its little hands 
and fingers, I refolved to deliver, if poffible, 
in the preternatural method. 

Having ordered the woman to be laid a- 
crofs her bed, and fecured in the fupine pofi- 
tion, I introduced my hand into the Vagzna, 
and pufhed up the child’s head to the Fundus 

tert, then the arms returned into the womb. 
. After much fatigue, I brought down the feet 
from the back-part of the Uterus, and de- 
livered the infant, as in the former cafe. I 
did not know, at this time,-the method of 
fixing a noofe on the ankles, therefore the 
operation was the more tedious, in pufhing 
up the body, and pulling down the legs fuffi- 
ciently without the Os Externum, {fo as to take 
a proper hold of them with my other hand. 
In this operation, I was obliged to reft every 
: now 
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now and then, and alfo to alias my hands 
feveral times. | 
The patient recovered: but, from the 1g- 
norance and imprudence of the midwife, in 
not fending fooner for affiftance, the helplefs 
_ child lay moaning and crying for many hours 
before it expired ; for, by her pulling at the 
arms, they were fo Re vctere and tumefied, 
as to bring ona mortification of thefe parts, 


GA Bi TX. 


The head of the child prefenting ; ; ht Funts 
Umbilicalis fallen down before it, and lying 
in the Vagzna. 1740. 


In this cafe I was certain, as well as in the 
former,. that the child was alive, by feeling a 
ftrong pulfation in the vefiels of the umbili- 
cal cord, which lay in feveral folds at the left 
fide of the Pe/uis. 

.. The midwife informed me, that fhe had 
felt the fame motion immediately after the 
‘membranes broke; that the head of the 
child, although a large quantity of waters 
had been difcharged, ftill kept high; and 
that being afraid, if the labour was tedious 
the child would be loft, the had defired the 
friends to have recourfe to my affiftance, 


more efpecially as the woman’s former labours ~ 


were. commonly tedious, though fafe. 


’ As 
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As the patient was then lying in bed, on her — 
left fide, and kept fteady in that pofition, I 
introduced my right hand into the Vagina, 
and examining the pofition of the child’s head, 
found that the Vertex prefented, with the 
Fontanel to the fame fide of the Pe/vis, where 
the Funis was come down. After this en- 
quiry, I pufhed up the head, and tried to flip 
and pafs the cord above it, to prevent the 
preffure and obftruction of the umbilical vef- . 
fels; but finding, as I pufhed up the diffe- 
rent folds of the Funis, they again returned 
alternately, and eluded all my endeavours to 
_ raifethem, fo as to remain above the forehead 
and face of the child, J had recourfe to an- 
other method; I introduced my hand into 
the Uterus, and delivered in the preternatural 
way, as defcribed in cafes 6th and 7th of. 
this Collection. : 

When the head is not uncommonly large, 
nor the Pefv7s narrow, this method of deli- 
very feems moft advifeable to fave the life 
of the child; for, unlefs a very {mall part 
of the Funis iscome down, it feldom can be 
flipped up fo high as to prevent the preffure 
of the head, and obftruction of the circulate 
ing fluids in the umbilical veliels, 


CASE 
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CrAyssEt IX: 


The woman’s Pelvis diftorted, the head. of 
the Fetus prefenting ; but delivered in the 
preternatural way; the arm diflocated at 
the fhoulder ; 1730. | 


This patient lived at the diftance of feveral 
miles from my habitation. I had formerly 
delivered her twice of dead children; her Pe/- 
vis was very narrow, and diftorted at’ the 
upper part of the Sacrum. She had both 
times been long in labour, and much ex- 
haufted before the friends defired my affift- 
ance. The heads of both Fetufes were {queez- 
ed down of a great length, and fo engaged 
in the Pe/v7s, that fhe could not be delivered 
with the affiftance of the fillet in time of the 
weak pains. As the waters had been long 
difcharged, and the Uterus was flrongly con- 
tracted, it was impoflible to pufh up the 
heads, fo as to apply the fillets to advantage, 
or to turn the children, fo as to deliver them 
in the preternatural method ; but at laft, af- 
ter waiting a confiderable time, I had been 
obliged to open the heads with the feiffars, 
and extract with the affiftance of the blunt 
hook. Vide Collect. XXXI. Cafe 8. 


As it required a confiderable force to deliver; © <4 


after the heads were diminifhed by the large | 
difcharge of the contents, I queftion much, ~ 
though 
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though I had then known the ufe of the for- — 
ceps, if I could have faved them with that 
’ gnftrument; for I can very. well remember, 
although now revifing this with other cafes in 
the year 1761, the fatigue that I endured at 
thefe two labours. 
As aridiculous opinion prevails amongtt 
the vulgar, that there are certain remedies 
to procure barrennefs, and indeed fuch de- 
fcribed by many of the oldeft authors, the 
woman’s hufband, and fome of their friends, 
called on me foon after the fecond delivery, 
and begged I would prefcribe fome medicines 
of that nature. I acknowledged my igno-— 
rance of the effeéts of any fuch medicines, 
and defired them not to throw away money 
in going about to any falfe pretenders to fuch 
fecrets; but to fend for me at the beginning 
of labour, if his wife fhould again prove with 
child. My advice was taken, and I was call- 
ed accordingly; but before I arrived, the 
membranes were broke, and moft of the 
waters difcharged. | 

On examining, I found the head of the 
child refting above the Pudis; not, as in the 
former cafes, forced’ down into the Pe/vis, 
Although it required much force to deliver 


the body and head in the preternatural way, 
“yet this being {maller than any of the former 


children, it was happily faved; but I neg- 
lected 
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lected at that time to examine if all the limbs 
were found. The father calling on me ab- 
out three months after, told me, that. al- 
though I had brought him a fine girl, yet he 


had been punifhed for his defire of having — 


children, for fhe had not the power of her 
left arm. Some weeks after this vifit, hap- 
pening to bein that partof the country, Ifound 


the fhoulder had been diflocated in time of de- 


livery, and endeavoured in vain to reduce it. 

I was again called a fourth time to deliver 
the fame patient. I turned and brought this 
child the preternatural way; but it being 
much larger than the laft, was loft by my be- 
ing obliged to tear down the head with the 
fharp crotchet. 

After I fettled in London, a gentleman who 
fucceeded me in that branch ‘of bufinefs, 
wrote me, that he had delivered the fame pa- 
tient, but that he could not poffibly fave the 
child; and that he had been fo exceflively fatigu- 
ed in the operation, that he could not help 
wifhing I had ftill remained in the country, in 
‘which cafe he fhould not have been called to 
fo defperate a labour. 

Since I retired from bufinefs to the fame 
country, Mr. Ingles, who fucceeded the above 


gentleman, informs me, that he delivered the. ¢ ie 
forefaid woman in her laft child, in the fame . = 
manner I had‘chofenin the delivery of the 


two firft children. 
CASE 


b 
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ea eae Xt: 


The head of the child prefented ; the Pelvis 
of the mother diftorted, and awry, from 

the right Zum’s being much higher than 
the other, by which the Uterus and Abdomen 
were turned to the left fide. 1752. 


This woman had been delivered of her 
firft child by another pfaétitioner, who was 
obliged to open the head of the Fetus, and 
extract it with the affiftance of the crotchet. 

When fhe was in labour of her fecond 
child, and only gone feven months, I was 
_. called, and asthe arm prefented, delivered and 
faved the Fetus, by bringing down the legs, 
and extracting the body and head in the pre- 
ternatural method. | 

In her next pregnancy, fhe went on to her 
full time of reckoning. Being called to. her 
fome hours after labour had come on, 
I found the Os Uterz largely open, the mem- 
branes broke, and the head of the child pre- 
fenting.. As fhe wasthenin:bed, and lying on 
her left fide, I had her turned to the right, 
that the Uterus might be more.in the middle, 
and give the Fvtws a ftreighter pofition, to be 

forced along with the labour pains ; but the 
- -head did not advance. Confidering that the’ 
~ firft was loft by waiting for the natural deli- 
_~ very, that the fecond was faved by the preter- 
natural 
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natural method, and as this, by the touch 


of the head, felt fmall, I thought it fafer to 


turn, apprehenfive that the patient being 
weak, and of a confumptive conftitution, 
fhe would not have {trength to force along the 
head through fuch a diftorted Pehys. 

Finding that this pofition was uneafy to 
the woman, I had her again turned to her 
left fide; but introducing my right hand 
into the Uferus, and finding the legs of the 
Fetus to the right fide, without being able 
to reach them in that pofition, I was obliged, 
by the aid of the affiftants, to place her on 
her knees and elbows, according to Daventer’s 
method. The narrow Pelvis cramped the 
‘mufcles of my arm fo much, that with diff- 
culty I got my hand fo high as to bring down 
the legs; then I turned the patient to the fu- 
pine pofition. 


The woman having been much fatigued, 


I gave her a cup of warm wine, with ten 
drops of Tinét. Thebaic ; but a flooding com- 
ing on, I was obliged to deliver the child im- 
mediately; being larger than I expected, it 
was loft in extracting the head. 

The force exerted in turning the child, had 


difengaged the Placenta, which was the occa- .~ 
fion of the flooding. The Pelvis was fo nar- © 


row, that although I ufed all the precautions ; . 4 


defcribed in the einer cafes of this collec.» 
tion, 
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tion, yet I could not deliver the head fo for- 
tunately as in my former attendance on this 
patient. | 

As the mother recovered with great diffi- 
culty, I was forry, on reflection, ‘ati had 
hazarded this method in fo weak a patient; I 
wifhed I had rather waited the efforts of na- 
ture, and if thefe had proved infufficient, 
that I had ufed the forceps, when the head 
came low down in the PeAvs; or at leaft, if 
all her efforts had been infufficient, to render 
‘that affiftance practicable, that I had deli- 
vered the child as in her firf pregnancy. 


CA Sse oXIE 


The head of the child delivered according to 
_ Daventer’s method, in a letter from Mr. 
Ares dated Bofton, 1749. 


The woman was attacked with cholic 
pains, and convulfion fits. He was obliged 
to bring the child footling, from its prefent- 
“ing with the arm: this he eafily effected, till it 
was extracted to the fhoulders, where it ftuck 
pretty much, and gave him great trouble in 
bringing down the arms. Then he tried, with 
his fingers in the mouth, to deliver the head, 
“by pulling it upwards towards the Puéis; 
~but finding a great refiftance, and pufhing his | 
“fingers further up, he found the Bieris 
‘down in. the back-part of the Peluis, which 

Vou. HI. Qo: laft 
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laft being very {trait, had forced the head fo — 
 againtt the Pudis, that it refitted all the force — 
he durft apply. He then introduced a finger ~ 
between the head and that bone, to difengage — 
it; but it anfwering no purpofe, he feated — 
himfelf on the floor of the room, and or- © 
dering the woman's breech to be brought.a 7 
‘little over the fide of the bed (fhe lying in a — 
fupine pofition) he delivered the head,-by © 


pulling the body of the child downwards. 


‘The child was:dead, and luckily for the wo- 4 
man, {mall in fize; fo that fhe recovered why 7 


well. 


GAS BS XIil. and Supplement to 
C ASE. IE . ? 


-A cafe from Dr. Durban, in which the arm 
prefented, dated 1750. Vide Collect. xxiii. — 


No. 2. 


I was called to Mrs..S. a well made woman 
about thirty-five, who had feveral children. 
I found with her two midwives, who ac- ~ 
‘quainted me, that the waters had been come ~ 


away about eight hours. 


Her pains were ftrong and quick. Upon 4 
touching her, I found a hand prefenting in ~ 
the Vagina. While endeavouring to diftin= 
guifh which hand it was, it protruded thro’ ™ 
the Os externum to the elbow. This was the. ‘ee 
firft cafe that offered to me in this country, — 
5 | ! and 


A 
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and as I was apprehenfive the head might per~ 
plex me if I delivered footling, I endeavoured 
to return.the limb, and facilitate the natural 
delivery of the infant. The hmb could be 
‘returned into the Vagina only, whence it of- 
ten protruded. The contraction of the Uve- 
rus was too {trong to admit my changing the 
pofition of the child, by forcing up. My 
hands became cramped, I was obliged to quit 
that attempt: but during thefe endeavours, 
“I difcovered that the fhoulder and back pre- 
fented, with the head lying to the left Luu. 
After refrefhing my woman with cordials of 
her own, and encouragements, while I refed 
my hands; I fearched for the feet, which 
‘were quite up at the Pundus Uteri: thefe I 
fecured between my fingers; and the arm re- 
entered as I brought them down. When I 
had them juft without the Os externum, I 
wrapped a piece of fine cloth about them, 
and held them gently drawing with one hand, 
while I endeavoured to aft the pofition of 
the face, with the other flipped up along the 
| Sternum. 

I found fome confiderable refiftance puth 
up the hips a hittle, and gave the quarter 
“turn. I then proceeded, and delivered the 
“thfant, with a turn of the Usmdzlical chord 
“@bout its neck; this I divided inftantly, and 
extracted the Placenta. After refting a little 


CEN: . while 
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while from her fatigue, my patient was put 
to bed: the child lived about half an hour. 


CASE XIV. and Supplement to 
CAS Fait | 


The arm prefented, much {welled ; and the 


Funis was down. In a letter from Mr. 
Mudge, Plymouth, 1747. 


He was fent for to a woman who had 
been four days in labour, and the waters had 
pafied off three days before. He found her 
very weak, and her pulfe was very much de- 


prefled. On touching her, he was very much: 


furprifed to find the arm hanging out of the 
Os externum, and the fhoulder quite filling 
the mouth of the Uterus; it was extremely 
fwelled, and quite black with the violence it 
had fuffered for three days fucceflively, by 
the rude pretended afliftance of the midwife. 
The chord came down by the fide of the 
arm, the pulfation of which was evident 
enough. 

He without great difficulty (the pains be- 
ing luckily abfent) pufhed up the breaft of the 


child, introduced his arm quite.to the elbow ~ 
into the Userus, before he could come at the ~ 


are 


feet, which he took hold of. The arm foon ~ 


went up, and the delivery was accomplifhed : — 


he wrapped up the child’s arm in port wine. 


Py 


It 
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t was a ftout boy, and both it and its 
mother did very well. No labour could have 
a more unpromifing appearance, and yet it 
turned out very eafy; the whole did not laf 

above fix minutes. 
Mr. Chapman, in his Treatife of mid- 
wifery, Page 111. relates a cafe, in which the 
arm was taken off: the child was alive, and 


lived to be a man. Z 
CASE. XV. and a Supplement to 
Cin.) & TV. 


The fhoulder prefenting, a pendulous belly 
_ delivered with difficulty. In a letter from 
Mr. Mudge, dated Plymouth, 1749. with 
an aniwer, advifing in fuch cafes to try 
Daventer’s method, and alfo a paragraph 
from Dr. Gordon in Glafgow on the fame 
fubject. 


He was called to a patient an Hass after 
the membranes were broke. She had fome 
flight pains: but he could not, m examining, 
_ reach any part of the child. 

After ihe had been two days in a linger- 
ing way, he at lait felt fome part prefenting 
like the Nates. She had not felt the child 
_ ftir for many hours, and the Meconiuim began 
to come off: aithough the pains gradually 
© yncrealed, yet the cn A did not advance. 
The os ftrength failing, he laid. her 


QO. 3 acl rafs 
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acrofs the bed, and introducing his hand into 
the Vagina, found that the right fhoulder 
prefented, with part of the arm, not fallen 
down into the paflage, but lying acrofs the — 
Os Uteri 

He Pheit infinuated his hand into the oe 
along the belly of the Fetus, to fearch for 
the feet, and with. great. difficulty got down — 
the left leg; but could not bring it without ~ 
the Os externum, fo as to get.a cloth round: | 
it, in order to affift the turning. He tried © 
the noofe feveral times; but it would bear no ~ 
ereat force without flipping. A flooding — 
coming on from the great force ufed in trying 7 
to bring down the other leg, which with the — 
breech, hung over the Pudis from the Abdo- © 


‘men, being very pendulous; he changed 


hands, the right being exceflively fatigued, 9 
and endeavoured to come at the other foot 
with his left hand; but it was quite out of 
his reach, nor could he in the leaft turn the © 
child at all; though he pufhed up the fhoul- — 
der with great force, while he tried at the — 
fame time to pull down the leg, that was in 
the pafiage. 

All this time the woman was bleeding ex= 
ceflively, and he was afraid every moment — 
that fhe would die under his hands. Hethent 7 
fent for the largeft fize Forceps, that is ufed:, 4 
in ¢xtracting thes ftone, and laid hold of the . | 


leg . 


y 7 
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leg with them ; but after feveral fruitlefs at- — 
tempts could not move the child. He was 
almoft fatigued to death, and in the greateft 
anxiety of mind to think he fhould {ee his 
patient die under his hands. He determined 
to make one final attempt to come at the 
right leg: he introduced his hand and arm 
into the Userus, and pufhing fill higher and 
higher, he at laft got his arm fo far till his 
elbow was in the middle of the Pe/vs. By 
which means he had now an opportunity of 
bending his arm over the Os Pudbis, and got 
hold of the foot, which he immediately 
grafped and brought down to the pafiage. 
The buttocks following, he foon delivered 
the child, which was very large and dead. 
‘The Placenta was foon delivered :. the flood- 
ing ftopped at once; and the mother did well. 


The anfwer to the foregoing letter. 


I have had feveral cafes, wherein ] have 
had much the fame difficulty, and have been 
greatly fatigued, before | could bring down 
‘the legs; efpecially in pendulous bellies, 
where the legs of the child were to the fore- 
part of the Uterus. 
' The woman is kept much firmer, when 
aid in the fupine pofition, and you come at 
athe legs eafieft when they are towards the 
-back-part or fides of the Uterus ; but when 


Q4 at 
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at the fore-part you find them better, by 
having the patient lying on her fide; becaufe 
then you can ftand behind, and your arm is 
not interrupted by the Pubis fo much, as 
when in a fupine pofition. 

I have alfo of late found where the belly 
has been very pendulous, and I could not 
reach the feet eafily in the fide pofition, that 
by turning the woman to her knees and el- 
bows, I came much readier to the feet, as | 
that pofition takes off the great yas i af § 
the Uferus and child. | q 

This was Daventer’s method ; and to con- 
firm you in this practice, I fend you a para- _ 
graph of a letter from Doctor Gordon in © 
Glafgow, who is my old acquaintance, and — 
fenior practitioner in the art of midwifery. — 
I had before that wrote to him, and defired — 
the favour, that he would communicate to — 
me the moft material things which he had 7 
found in his practice, that might be of ufe — 
to the public. i 

The following, Iown, has been of ufe to % 
myfelf, having oftener ufed his method fince, — 
than formerly, efpecially where the Abdomen | 
is pendulous, as your cafe was. F 

He writes that one of the principal things 
to be known in midwifery, is the pofition — 
that the patient is to be placed in, when you 7 
want to turn the child and deliver it by the — 

feet, % 


| 
! 
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feet, and that is to place her on her knees and. 


‘elbows, with her breech raifed higher than her 
head: for you operate much eafier with your 


hand downwards than you can with it up- 


_ wards, when fhe is laid on her back; befides 


the weight of the child aflifts you, when you 


, pufh the body back in order to get hold of 


the feet. He fays he always found this the 
beit pofture, until the fect are defcended to 
the Os externum; when he turns the mother to 
her back, and delivers her. 


CAD EE OAVE 


A cafe, in which the chin prefented : a prac- 
titioner failed both in trying todeliver with 
the Forceps, and to bring the child foot- 
ling; but another being called fucceeded 

in the laft method. In a letter from Mr. 


 F. dated P. 1749. 


He was called in by another practitioner, 
where the chin had prefented. ‘The firft had 
feveral times tried to deliver with the Forceps, 
and broke the lower jaw with his fingers. 
He then effayed to turn and deliver it by the 


_ feet, and in endeavouring to bring down one 


lez with great force, it was pulled off: a 
flooding coming on, and his ftrength being 
quite exhaufted, the other was called. 

The woman’s ftrength was almoft gone. 


_ He introduced his band into the Uterus, and 


after 
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after great fatigue and fweating, he got’ hold | 
‘of the other foot, over which he fixed a’ 
noofe, which he twifted round one hand, 
while with the other he raifed up. the head and 
breaft, and got the body delivered. | 
Sit {tuck at the fhoulder, but by giving ita 
quarter turn, the obftruction was removed, 
and at laft the head was delivered, tho’ not 
without a good deal of trouble and caution ; 
on account of the largenefs of the head, 
and the bad hold at the broken jaw. The 
child was dead, and the woman expired in 
feven or eight 1 minutes from the great cad 
ing. 

T wrote him that no doubt the centleman, 
fince he did not fucceed with the Forceps, 
aéted right in trying to turn; but then when 
it required fo great force (which undoubted- 
ly brought on the fatal Hemorrhage, ) it would 
Have been fafer for the woman, had he open- 
ed the head as it prefented, tees extracted 
with the crotchet. | 

However, it 1s impoffible to judge, except 
when prefent, and we are too ready to re- - 
flect, after an unlucky cafe is over, that’ 
another method would have been better,. 
though we acted then to the beft of our judg- 
. ment. 


CASE 
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CASE XVII. and a Supplement to. 
BEE pce Sara 2 


The head prefented, the Pelvis diftorted; the 
Forceps tried in vain, the child delivered 
footling. In a letter from Dr. G. dated 
L. 1746. Vide Raitt xxxv. Cafes 216 
and 22. 


The woman was about ‘hha had. been 
ricketty in her youth, one fhoulder was high- 
er than the other; one of the Os Pudis was 
cconfiderably farther protruded than the other, 
Before he was called, fhe had been three 
days in labour. The mouth of the womb 
was largely open. The head was well ad- 
vanced in the Pelws. She had frequent 
pains ; but the head did not advance further. 
On introducing his hand, he found a great 
moifture, and withdrawing it, perceived it 
‘befmeared with Mecomum, whence he told 
the by-ftanders, that the child: was either 
dead, or very weakly. On inquiry, he was 
told that there had been no ftoppage of urine. 
The pofition being fuch as favoured the ufe of 
the Forceps, for extraéting the child, he in- 
troduced it accordingly, not doubting to find 
an eafy delivery, as he had often feen and 
experienced with the help of that inftrument : 
but contrary to expectation, he could not 
move it with all his force. ; 

| After 
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After this he withdrew the Forceps, and 
raifed the head of the child, on which the 
urine flowed out to an incredible quantity. 
Believing the diftention of the bladder had 
hindered the head from advancing, he again 
tried the Forceps, but could not mend the 
matter. On examining, he found he could 
introduce his hand without much difficulty: 
he then turned the child, and ‘extracted it by 
the feet, after being fatigued almoit to death. 
The woman recovered. 

He defired my opinion of the labour, and 
begged to know if 1 thought it not always 
fafer in ricketty patients to turn the child. 

I wrote to him, that I had oftner thai 
once, in the beginning of my practice, in 
thofe cafes, brought the child footling, and 
although I had fometimes fucceeded, yet in 
others, I could have wifhed after the head 
was turned up into the Uterus, that it were 
- ftill in its firft place; becaufe when the 
body was delivered, the head ftuck fo above 
the Pelvis, that it was not poflible to fave 
the child; andthe parts of the woman were 
fo bruifed, that if ihe did not die, fhe reco- 
vered with great difficulty: that no doubt it 
was our duty to do all we could, to fave the 
child; but not fo as to éndanger the wo- | 
man’s life: however, in this cafe, as he could. ~ 
fo eafily introduce his hand, I thought it was 


right 
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right to try that method to fave the child’s 
hfe. 


CASE XVII 


From Mr. Yo. Gibfon, furgeon in Harwich, 
i fanuary 18th, 1755. A cafe in which the 
arm prefented. 


On the twenty-fourth day of laft month, 
I was called at ten o'clock, toa young gentle- 
woman of a delicate conftitution, in labour 
of her firft child. | 

The midwife had been with her the greater 
part of the preceding night. She told me, 
that the waters broke at five in the morning ; 
that the patient had no pains fince, except a 


_ few flight ones which were chiefiy in her back 


and loins; that the parts were fo tight, fhe . 
could make no way forthe child; but the felt- 
nothing uncommon. 

Upon examination, I found the Os externum 
fo tight, that I had fearce room to introduce 
two fingers; but with my firft, I felt the arm 
much {welled, and far advanced in the Va- 
gina in a doubled form, the fore-arm_ being 


_ reflected upwards. 


The Os externum, felt thick, but lax and 


_ yielding. 


Being fatisfied in thefe particulars, I could 


- with great certainty foretell the difficulty that 


4, would 
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would attend the delivery, which. I at latt 
furmounted in the following manner. 


Finding the patient had not been much — 


fatigued, either by the pains or midwife, 
J placed her upon her fide, with proper af- 
fiftants to fupport, and keep her fteady in bed. 
I firft began to‘lubricate and dilate the parts 
gently, by which means in about half an hour, 
I made room for the admiffion of my hand, 


which I introduced in a flatned form to the 


brim of the Pe/vrs, which I felt narrower than 
ufual, occafioned by the laft Vertebra of the 
loins and upper part of the Sacrum being too 
near the Offa Pudis. | 

‘I found alfo the top of the fhoulder of the 
child entering the brim of the Pe/vis, the 
breaft towards the Sacrum; the head over the 
Pubis, and the feet at the Pundus Uteri. 

I endeavoured to raife the prefenting parts, 


and bring down the legs ; but the drynefs and: 


{trong contraction of the womb, which to- 
gether with the pains now acted forcibly 
againft me, foon convinced me that it was 
impoffible, even to move them an inch. 

This method not fucceeding, I pufhed up 
my hand by which I ftretched the fides of the 
Uterus, and by that means with great difficul- 


ty reached, the feet, which I endeavoured to... ~ 
bring down; but my hand and fingers were ~ 


‘now ‘fo cramped, that I could not move them. 


Irefted 


i 
{ 
‘ 
“ 
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1 refted a while, in which interval. the pa- 
tient was feized with a deliquium, which took 
off the pains and contraction, fo as to give 
_ more liberty to take hold of one leg, which 


’ i brought down as far as the bending of the 


knee would allow me ; but equi not bring 


~ down the other, 


Having brought out my hand, I placed a 
noofe upon my fingers, and with great diffi- 
culty I put it over the ankle; then taking hold 
of the garter with my external hand, I pulled 


_ down with this, and fhoved up with that in 


_ the womb, and by thefe means turned the 

head and fhoulder tothe Fundus Ureri; the 
leg was brought thro’ the Os externum, and 
the thigh in the Vagzna. | 

Having fucceeded fo far, I withdrew my 
hand from the womb, and affifted with both 
externally, pulling from fide to fide, and 
giving the proper turns, (according to your di- 
rections) till the body was extracted as far 
as the breatft.. 

Finding the body was obftructed in com- 
ing farther, by the arm lying acrofs, I brought 
down that, and then the other, and-after 
the fhoulders were come through, I with two 
fingers in the mouth pulled the chin to one 


*. fide, and brought it into the Pe/vis; then 


_* turning the patient to her back for more li- 
_ berty,, moved the forehead to the concavity 


of 
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of the Sacrum, and delivered the fame with 


a half round turn upwards. 

I tried all the common methods to recover 
the child; but to no purpofe. The patient 
“enjoyed a oud night by the help of an ee 
and is now quite recovered. 


COTS 


HOLL E Gal 130. Ne Xxx, 
[Vide Vol. 1. —- 5. Chap, 4. ‘Sea. YY No. ae 


; Preternatural cafes, wherein the wo- 
- men were delivered by the afliftance 
of. the Crotchet. 7 


Vie Anatomical Figures, Tab. 35 and 36. ] 


ein Oey 


The legs lying double in the Vixsing, and the 
__ knees prefenting ; the child loft, from the 

head and breaft being engaged in the Pe/- 
vis. 1723. [Vide Collect. XXXIU. Cafe 1,] 


_ A midwife who was attending a woman 
im the country, finding, as fies imagined, 
after the membranes were broke, that initead 
of the head, one of the arms was puthed 
down inta the Vagina; and acquainting the 
friends with this circumftance, they immedi- 
ately fent forme. Ifound, when I examined; 
‘that inftead of an arm, there were two legs 
‘lying double in the Vagina, and the kriees 
“prefenting: at firft, indeed, I found but one, 
which was lower than the other, and I imas 
“gined it was an arm, as the child was but 
fmall ; but going round the Vagina with my 
eae I felt the other; I diftinguifhed the 
Vou, il, R “Tee nes 
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knees by their having a more obtufe feel than 


the elbows; and bringing one of them 
through the Os Externum, was much better 


pleafed to find it was a foot. Having placed — 


the woman ina fupine pofition, I brought 
down the other leg; and having wrapped a © 


cloth round the feet, I pulled the child gently 
along. As it was one of the firft cafes of 


ee Ee ee a 


this kind which I had feen, I had not the ~ 


precaution to introduce my hand to feel, be- 
fore I brought down the body, whether the 


head was low down, or up towards the Fun- 
dus; for after I had brought the breech down 


to the Os Externum, and turned the back- — 
. part of it from the right fide of the Pelvis 


Ft 


eee tawe 


Poe ents 


to the Pudis, I could not bring the body — 
lower down ‘than to the fmall of the back. — 
Finding, after reiterated trials, that it would © 
mot move farther, I pufhed up the fingers of — 
my right hand along the belly of the child, — 
and found the head folded down on the — 


breaft at the fide, and both fqueezed together ~ 
in the Pelvis. I tried to puth up the body — 
and my hand further, to raife the head; but — 
the body filling up the Pe/vis, and the head — 


2” 


and breaft being fqueezed together by the 


former force in pulling down, I could not, 
after feveral trials, alter the pofition. I was 


then obliged to pull down the body with ~ 


greater force, till I found, after repeated 


I trials, 
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‘trials, that the Vertebre of the loins were {0 . 
overftrained, it was impoffible to fave the 
child. {then introduced the crotchet up be- 
twixt the head ‘and ‘the breaft, and fixed it 
on the middle of the Stermum, as I after- 
wards obferved, pulling the inftrument with 
my right hand, and the body of the child 
with the left, I endeavoured to extract. Find- 
ing the parts tear down, and that the fhoul- 
ders did not advance, I pufhed the crotchet 
farther up,-and got a firm hold above one’of 
the Clavicles, which brought dewn the fhoul- 
ders, and the head followed with little dif fi- 
culty, the child being fmall. 

This was a caution to me in the fequel, to 
examine the pofition of the head, before I 
brought the breech into the paflage, that I 
‘might raife it, fo as to prevent any fuch ob- 
‘ftruétion. 


Ap FIL: 
‘The breech prefented, down to the middle of 
the Pelvis; the thighs to the Pudis; a 
narrow Pelvis, and this the woman’s firft 
child. 1746. 
Being called by a midwife in the morning, 
I was told that the membranes had broke 
about eleven at night, that the breech pre- 
fented ; and though the pains had been ftrong, 
yet it had not advanced in the leat for two 
| R 2 or 


| 


| 
: 


that although my hand was up at the legs, 


_.to keep'up ne firength of my hand and arm}, 


Bee 8"; 

o z «I Ck ewe a : ' \ ae 
* f \ ‘ * y e » . 

* : “tae 

a ¥ . ‘ ng ae, 
; 4 ‘ : 
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or three hours, notwithftanding the efforts: of 
the midwite, who. had. tried feveral times, 
_with, all her force, to bring it along. iia 
. | As the woman,and| the pains were now 
weaker, I tried, while fhe lay on her fide, toy 
help along the breech, with the affiftance of 
my baget, ‘introduced to the outfide of each 
groin. T his method not fucceeding, I pufh= 
ed up the breech with my right hand,: to 
. bring down’ the legs, which lay extended 1 up 
~ the iene Uteri, towards the left fide; but 
the contraction of the Userus was fo ouaal 


could not poflibly bring them, down, the d 
_ preflure of the breech, which Icould not raife’ 
higher than ‘the brim of the Pelvis, joined 
with the narrownefs of the fame, fo’ prefied 
and paitied the mufcles ‘at the fore-part of my 
arm, that I was obliged to withdraw it twe 

or three times. Thele attempts proving abor: 
tive, I turned: her to her knees and élbows 
and introduced my left hand, as the mof 
proper when in that pofition, .and the legs toy 
the left fide: The breech receded: farther 
‘and my arm was not fo much confined; bu 
the contraction of the Uterus was fo great 4 
“the Fundus, that I could, not: palialy bri A 
down the legs, although I refted feveral times} 


at late ae were fo fatioued and an : 
that 
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she I was @blived to defift.. Being afraid of © 
‘tearing the Uterus from the Vagina, 1 altered. 
her from this pofition to her back, keeping 
her fhoulders high; and tried-again, in time 
lof a pain, to help ‘the breech along, as at 
firft, but to no purpofe. I then iad hier 
breech raifed with pillows, and her head and 
fhoulders laid lower; then I pufhed up my 
right hand, that was a little recovered from 
the former fatigue; but failed in this alfo, 
after feveral {trong efforts. 3 
~I was now fo wearied, that I was obliged. 
6 ‘teft; and confider what was next to, be 
done. The child, IT found by. thele trials, 
was large, and the Pelvis diftorted at the up- 
Las part of the Sacrum; and indeed the pro- 
jection of thefe bones had bruifed and hurt 
the back-part of my hand at the latt trial. 
By thefe feveral endeavours, the Placenta, | 
fappofe, being partly loofened from the Use- 
‘rus, br ought on a difcharge of blood, which 
made me afraid of tracing up again into the 
Uterus. I attempted to bring the child dou- 
‘ble, with my. fingers: on thé out-fide of the 
hips or groins, in time of the weak pains ; 
but. finding this was to no purpofe, I intro- 3 
diiced the curve of one of the handles of the 
‘for ceps on the out-fide, [They were not then 
kaltored from crooks to wooden handles, as I 
‘now have them] betwixt one of the thighs’ 
: | i Ca and 
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rand the Abdonien of the child.. When I found ‘ 
the point fuficiently through betwixt the — 


thighs, I introduced.two fingers of my left 


hand to the groin of the oppofite hip; then _ 
pulled with that hand, and the blade of the — 
forceps with the other; but ftill finding this — 
force was not fufficient, I introduced the ~ 
handle of the other forceps at the other fide, — 
and pulled by both with greater and greater — 
force, which moved the breech to the lower ~ 
part of the Pe/vis, and the hams below the — 
Pubis; but I found, in time of pulling, that one ~ 
of the handles flipped from the joint on the 
thigh, which it fraétured. 1 then brought — 
down the legs, and after turning the fore- ; 
parts of the Fetus to the back-part of the — 
Uterus, 1 brought down the body, and tried — 
to deliver the head as defcribed in the cafes of © 


Collect. XXXII. where the legs or breech 


prefent; but all thefe different methods fail- — 
ing, I tried firft to deliver the head with the © 
fhort forceps; but they flipping feveral times ~ 
alfo, 1 was obliged to take the affiftance of ~ 


the crotchet, in the following manner. 


_ As the body and arms were delivered, and 


the neck ftretched to a confiderable length, { — 
directed an afliffant to hold up the body of — 
the child towards the Pudzs and Abdomen of — 


the patient, by which means I had more room 
to introduce the fingers of my left hand up 


Je, 2 
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betwixt the right fide of the Pe/vis and the. 
 child’s head : even this I was obliged. to. raife, . 
to come at the Os Uteri. I then with my 
right hand introduced the crotchet along the 
infide of my left, (the point towards my 
hand) to the head, then turning the point to. 
the Os Frontis of the child, which lay to that. 
fide, I pufhed up the inftrument betwixt my 
fingers and the left temple, (which lay to-. 
ward the right groin) to the upper part of 
‘the frontal bones, where I tried to fix the 
point; but this being a ftreight crotchet, [for 
T had not then contrived the curved crotchet, 
which is principally ufeful in this cafe] the 
point did not take fufficient hold, or go faf- 
ficiently up to fix in the fkull, but flipped 
two.or three times, and only. tore down the 
Acalp. I then withdrew the crotchet in a cau- 
tious manner. 
After having refted a little, I again intro- 
duced my left hand in the fame manner, but 
more backwards, and the crotchet along the 
right temple, above the fore-part of the ear, 
where at laft, with fome difficulty, 1 fixed 
the point. I now brought down my left 
hand, took hold of the crotchet with it, laid 
» the body of the child on that arm, and plac- 
ing the fore and middle fingers of my right 
hand over the fhoulders, and along each fide 
of the neck, I began to pull down. the head, 
R 4 and 
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and gradually encreafed the force, Finding 
the ‘crotchet® Had a fufficient: hold, and. did- 
not flip as before, “and that the head did not 
yet begin to move, ea ftood., up, and pulled” 


the body and crotchet upwards to the Pane Ri. 


with great ‘forcé, which brought down the. 
fore-héad* to. the lower part. ‘Of the Pelvis, at 


the right fide of the Sacrum and Os Coccygis:, 


then turning it? more backwards, I delivered. 


the head, by bringing it with a turn apwarde q 


from below the Pudis, where it turned as up-__ 
on an axis, and prevented the laceration of 
the Perinzum, and parts below, which. at — 
that time were ftretched in form of a large ~ 


tumour. 


~ TY examined the child’s head, and found the: 
| fkull was tore open about two. inches at the - 
above-mentioned place, and fome of the Ceres 


brum had been evacuated in time of pulling; 
a circumftance which diminifhed a little the 
fize of the head. 


“When I was firft called, I defired the mid- 
wife to allow my pupils: to be prefent ; a pro- 
pofal to which fhe and the woman affented, ¥, 


but reftricted the ‘number to four, on condi- 
tion tha at I fhrould deliver her without any 
other confidera ation for my. trouble, 


This cafe fatigued me fo much, that I was* 


fearce able to move my arms to my head next 


day ; and although*the weather was not 


warm, I fweated exceifively..’ a 
! | a CAS 
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CASE Tt. 


The fhoulder prefented ; tlie Fetus duivaccd 


_ by tearing down the body with the crot- 
chet ; ‘1722, 


~The woman was young ae: ia: This. 


., was her firft child ; the membranes, broke the 


day before; fhe had {trong pains all night. 


. When I arrived.in the morning, I found the» 


fhoulders forced down seit part of, 


A the Pelvis. 


Having placed her in a ‘fapine pofition, 


Pyath i breech high, and her..head and, 


fhoulders low, I was obliged, after dilating | 
the Os Externum flowly, to. ufe great force; 
before I could raife the fhoulder, fo as to in-: 
troduce my hand into the Userus. I found. 
that the left fhoulder prefented, .the head, 
was turned back to. the right, and the fore- 
parts to the back- -part of she Uterus. | 

The pofition, being known, -I tried to puth 
up my hand to come at the fect, which were 


. folded up to the-Fundus Uteri, but turned, in 


operating, to the right fide.. Finding that I 


_ could not poflibly reach them with my right. 


hand, which was now beginning to be weary 
and.cramped, I aethatews it, and attempted to 


' “introduce my left;. but the head was fo firmly 


engaged at the we fide, that I could not pof- 
fibly gain admittance. I again tried with 
J 
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my right, and repeated one effort after ano- 
_ ther, changing hands, and altering the pofi- 
tion of the patient, till I was at laft exceffive- 
ly fatigued, and obliged to defift. I refted 
about half an hour, confidering what I fhould 
do next, and waiting until I fhould recover 
the ufe of my arms. 

By thefe efforts, and the exertion of great 
force, a confiderable flooding was brought 
on; and this alarmed me not a little, efpe- 
cially as it was one of my firft cafes, and I 
had not yet attained that calm, fteady and 
deliberate method of proceeding, which is 
to beacquired only by practice and experience. 
I had over-fatigued myfelf, from a falfe am- 
bition that infpire the generality of young 
practitioners, to perform their operations in 
the moft expeditious manner. 

Finding I could not reach the legs, I in- 
finuated my right hand up to the left fide of 
the child, and along that introduced a crot- 
chet with my left, above the ribs: there 
this inftrument being firmly fixed, I with- 
drew my right; then taking a firm hold of 
the handle of the crotchet with that hand I 
pulled down the fide, while I pufhed up the 
fhoulder with myleft. By thefe means, after 
repeated trials, and ufing a good of force, ~ 
the head and fhoulders. were fo raifed, that I 
was able to bring down the body double, and 
the head followed. 

I was 
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I was glad to find, that although the child 
came in this manner, and all of a fudden, 
the woman was not at all lacerated or hurt. | 
When I examined the child, I found the 
- crotchet had fixed firft on the left fide of the 
belly, which it had tore open, as well as the 
falfe ribs; fo that moft of the contents were 
evacuated, and the body was allowed to pals 
along double. 
One miftake I made at firft, fatigued me 
much before I was aware: my hand had run 
up on the out-fide of the membranes. 


GAS E IV. 
The arm, fhoulder, ribs and neck pufhed 
down without the Os Externum. 1730. 


The midwife told me, that when fhe was 
called the membranes were broke, and the 
hand lay in the Vagina. A gentleman it that 
neighbourhood had been called, and attempt- 
ed delivery ; but hearing I was fent for, he 
took horfe and rode off, being the fame that 
was concerned in the cafe defcribed Collect. 
XXXIV. No. 1. Cafe 7. 

I found the arm, fhoulder, neck, and part 
of the ribs pulled without the Os Externum. 
- When. I enquired of the midwife, if thefe 
parts were forced down in that manner by 
the pain? fhe faid, that before the other 
practitioner came, the pains had pufhed the 
| child 


_ fhe had folded it up again into the Vagina,’ 
and kept it there till he arrived. She owned,’ 
that after he had failed in attempting to turn 
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child fo low, that the arm came out; but that 


the child, fhe affifted him in pulling at the 


arm with great force, but could not bring 


the body farther; and when he propofed 


taking off the arm, the woman defired Imight 


firit be called. 
‘I then, with the midwife, infeed the 
parts, becaufe I could find no fundament, and 


~~ fhewed her that the Vagina and sei were 


tore into one. 

The arm, though not much Gielieds was 
livid; as well as the other parts ‘of the Fetus, 
that appeared externally ; for it had lain in 
that manner three or four hours at leaft, fi om 
the time I was‘ fent for. | 

I never expofe the parts of my patients, 
except on fuch extraordinary occafions, when 
it is. neceflary to obferve whether any harm 
has been done. 


After I had endeavoured, without fuccefs, 


to pufh up thefe parts. into the Uferus, firtt 


_by placing the woman in the fupine pofition, 


and afterwards on her knees and elbows, I 
was obliged to introduce the crotchet, and dé- 
liver the whee in the fame manner as directed 


in the former cafe. | : 
The 
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* ‘The parts were touch inflamed; but by — 


the application of bread and milk poultives, 


the fwelling fubfided, the lacerated parts di- — | : 


gefted, and fhe with difficulty recovered. 
About two months after her delivery, be- 
‘ing in that part of the country, I called at 
her houfe ; and, contrary to what J had ob- 
ferved in all other cafes of fuch large lacera- 


tions, in which- the parts are commonly {o 


weak as not to be able to retain the Faces, 
‘the parts in her were fo contracted, and the 


paflage was become fo narrow, that fhe void~_ ec 
ed them with se difficulty. Vide Collect, =) 7 


XL. 
ek > ee 


The arm protruded, and fwelled; the arm 
and one of the legs pulled off; the body 
and the head delivered. with the crotchet. 
1743. 
~The midwife called on me, and begged I 

would prefcribe. fome Medicine to promote 

‘the delivery of a woman whom fhe had at- 

tended two days; fhe faid the membranes had 

broke foon after: fhe went thither; and one 

-of the arms coming: down, was pufhed with- 

out the parts ; but “fhe had kept it warm,’ T 

told her, the woman fhould have then ‘been 


delivered, and no > medicine ccoy do any fer- 


vice, 


ie 
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In about two hours I was fent for; and 
found the fore-arm without the Os Externum,. 
much {welled. ‘The woman was little, not 
young, and this the firft child. I tried feve- 
ral times to pufh up the arm and fhoulder of 
the Fetus, but was prevented by the largenefs 
of the arm, and fmallnefs of the Pelvis. I 
attempted to bend the arm, [which was the 
right] fo as to fold it up into the Vagzna, that 
I might pufh it up before my hand; but the 
{welling was fo great at the elbow; that I 
could not bendit. I then pulled and twifted 
round the arm, and endeavoured to feparate — 
it from the fhoulder but could not with all my 
force. I pufhed up the fingers of my left 
hand to the arm-pit, and tried to {nip through 
the fkin and ligament; but it lay fo high, 
and was thrown fo much forwards by the dif- 
torted parts at the brim of the Pelvis, that I 
could not get up my fingers or {ciflars fufh- 
ciently to that part. I wrapped the fore-arm 
ina cloth, and pulled and twifted it with 
great force, fo that at laft it feparated at the 
elbow. 1 was forry for this incident, appre- 
hending there was lefs hope of pulling off 
the arm, when the firm hold of the fore-arm 
was loft; however, contrary to expectation, 
I found the fame advantage as if it had been 
pulled from the fhoulder ; for the arm being 
fhort, eafily folded up in the Vagina, to the 

| , fide 
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fide of the Fetus. I now gave both the wo- 
- man and myfelf fome refpite, that we might 
recover from fatigue. Having refumed my 
labour, the arm and fhoulder were pufhed 
upinto the Urerus. Then I felt at leifure the — 
pofition of the child. The head folded back 
‘betwixt the fhoulders, above the’Pudzs; the 
left arm and leg lying over the breaft, and to 
the fide and back part of the Uferus. I now 
repeated my efforts, and by pufhing up higher, 
got a firm hold of that foot betwixt two of 
my fingers; pulling down this, and pufhing 
up the breaft, I brought the leg down with- 
out the Os Externum. Having wrapped it in 
a cloth, and taken a firm hold with my right 
hand, I pufhed up my left, to try to bring 
in the right hip, which lay over the Pudzs ; 
but found it impracticable to reach fo high, 
on account of the narrownefs of the Pelvis. 
Endeavouring to pull the left leg and thigh, 
fo as to bring the hips lower, after reiterated 
efforts, and increafing the force every time, 
inftead of bringing the body lower, I pulled 
the thigh fromthe hip. I was obliged to reft. 
again, to recover from this fecond fatigue. I 
again introduced my right hand into the Use- 
rus, and with great difficulty brought down. 
the right leg; but the Pe/vis being two nar- 
row to allow paflage for the body, which was 
et I had recourle to. the crotchet, with 
| which 
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_armas; and afterwards. to reft a confiderable 
time, to recover my ftrength, which was al- 
-moft exhaufted, before I attempted to deliver 


the | head, which I was certain would require % 


till a creater farce, Finding.the face and 
“forehead were to the left fide, and a little for- 
“wards towards the left groin, after getting an 


affiftant.to hold up the body of the child, I - 


infinuated my right hand at the left fide of 
the Sacrum, and introduced a crotchet in the 
fame. cautious manner as defcribed in the fe- 


_cond cafe of this collection, along at the left 


fide of the hones that were diftorted, and form- 


‘ed a large hollow at that part, which allowed | 


room for the inftrument to pafs eafily. Hav- 
ing now alteréd my crotchet from the ftraight 
to thecurved form, the point went higher up, 
and fixed near the Vertex. Bringing down 
‘my Tight hand, I pulled gently at firft, till I 
found it was firmly fixed; I then began to 


extract with greater force, while at the fame 
time | pulled hes body with my other hand. . 
By reiterating thefe efforts, I got the head at © 


laft delivered, ann not before I changed hands, 
and was obliged to pull the crotchet with my 
left, which brought the fore-head. from the 
deft groin, backwards to the fide of the Sacrum. 

The 


1 


which I tore open the belly. eed ‘was apis to 
ufe the fame method in tearing open the 
breaft, to bring down the fhoulders and the 
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The crotchet had tore all the left Bregma, 
down to: the temple ; ; a laceration Which. al. 
lowed a large part of the Cerebrum to eva- 
-cuate, and the bones of the Cranium to col- 
lapfe. The great force ufed in turning the 
Fetus had brought on a flooding, which di- 
minifhed on the delivery of the child and 
Placenta; part of the laft, however, . adhered 
fo firmly to the right fide of the Fundus Uteri, 
that I was obliged to feparate it with the fin- 
gers of my left hand. As the woman come 
plained of great pain, and her pulfe was a 

little funk from the large difcharge, I ordered 
an anodyne mixture, with twenty drops of 
Laud. Lig. and half an ounce of Syr. e Meco- 
nio, which had the defired effeét, by procur- 
ing reft, and a plentiful perfpiration ; and 
although the weaknefs and pains continued 
for many days, yet fhe recovered. 

About two years after I was again fent for ; 
but being engaged, another Bee tae was 
_ called, who told me that he was obliged to 
open the head, and was. vaftly fatigued in ex- 
tracting both it and the body: this violence 
_ threw the woman into a. Miolent fever that 
deftroyed her. 

Probably the lofing fo aifieh blood when I 
delivered her, might bight the inflammation 
and fever. gt oe 

Vor, IIL. 3.0 ee This 
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‘This cafe fo fatigued me, that I was oblig- 
ed to fhift, and go to bed after I was carried 
home in a chair. My hands were fo {welled 
that 1 could only ufe my fingers like a gouty 
perfon, for a day or two. 


CASE VI. 


Both arms pulled without the Os Externum: 
' the breaft to the lower part of the Pehus. 
The Cafe happened 1734. 


There had been two midwives with this — 
woman for two days, one of thofe was her — 
mother. Both arms had been down moft of — 
that time, and thefe they had often pulled to — 
bring the child as it prefented. 

I found both arms pretty much fwelled, 
and one was almoit pulled from the fhoulder; — 
for it only hung by part of the fkin, which ~ 
I fnipped off with my {ciffars. 

I infpected the part, and found the re- 
maining arm and parts of the woman livid, 
but not tore. 

The patient was ther flooding, and had 
loft a great deal of blood, from which, join- 
ed with a long fatigue of labour, her ftrength | 
was fo exhaufted, that fhe appeared in a dy- 
ing condition, 

I fuggefted my apprehenfion to the huf- 
band and friends, who begged me, if pof- 
fible, to deliver her before fhe expired. 

Con- 
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Contrary to my expectation, although the 
breaft was pulled low down, I eafily pufhed 
it and the arm up into the Uferus, and 
brought the child footling. 

Thad no hopes of her recovery, altho’ fhe 
- feemed to revive a little, from the joy of be- 
ing delivered; becaufe I was pretty certain 
that a mortification was begun, from the ii- 
vid appearance-of the external parts, and her | 
complaining of no pain, when I introduced 
my hand into the Vagina and Uterus. 

- The Placenta was all detached, and lying 
loofe in the Uterus. This was not her firft 
child. I was called in the. evening, and fhe 
~ dived till next morning. : 


GAS # “VIL. 
Both arms prefented: the child delivered. 
 piece-meal; the Pelvis {mall, and the child 
large: 1730. : 
One of the arms had defcended, ae been 
fo pulled by the midwife, that the fhoulder 
was down to the Os Externuin. 
‘I tried to raife the fhoulder by paffing up 
bieas the arm which was exceflively {welled 
and livid, it having been down 3 in that poli- 
tion above four and twenty” hours; but I 
could not introduce my hand. Coniid ering 
that the child was probably dead* from its 
| peing fo long in that fituation, and its not . 
we being 
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being felt to move by the mother for many 
hours, I thought it was moft expedient to fe- 
parate the arm from the fhoulder. This laft _ 
being low down, I guided the points of the - 
{ciffars to it, and eafily feparated the arm; 
partly by cutting the {kin and ligaments, and | 
partly by pulling and twifting. 
In pufhing up the fhoulder'into the Uterus, 
i found that the Pe/v7s was fmall and the — 
child large. I. brought down only one of — 
the legs, which was pulled off as in Cafe 5. — 
then with great labour I brought down the — 
other, which gave way alfo by the force of a 
pulling. ¢ z 
I was afterwards obliged to tear down the © 
body with the crotchet, and even to fix the — 
fame inftrument on the head. 
Being the ftraight kind, it flipped feveral — 
times, and hurt the infide of my left hand 
in two places, while I guided the point from ~ 
hurting the Vagina of the patient. At laft, 
gaining a firmer hold above the ear, I fixed 
the fingers of my left hand over the fhoulders, 
and pulled with great force, both at the body — 
and crotchet. Paine it did not move, I 
wrapped a cloth round the fhoulders, and 
pulled at them with fo great force, as almoft 
to feparate the head. By thefe means, the 
head was brought a little lower ; yet not dar-_ 
ing to exert again fuch violence at the body, ' 
: | I pull- 
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T puiled by the crotchet, which brought the 

head down to the Os Externum; and in raif- 

ing the body. and pulling it upwards, it at 
laft feparated. 

The head however being brought low, I 
took hold of the under jaw, and pulling at 
that, while I exerted more force at the crot- 
chet, the head was alfo delivered. 

The woman behaved with great courage, 
although fhe had been much fatigued, and 
weakened by a flooding brought on by the 
great force that I was obliged to exert in turn- 
ing the Fetus. This woman alfo recovered, 
contrary to every body’s expectation. 

C A SE vill. 

The breaft, neck, and chin prefenting ; the © 
woman died before the Os Uteri could be 
fufficiently dilated to deliver the child; 
E753" 

- The midwife told me, that when fhe was 

called, the membranes were broke, and al- 

tho’ the mouth of the womb was very little 
open, fhe found that the child did not pre- 
fent fair. 

A gentleman was fent for, but he being 
otherwife engaged, could not attend. Mr. 
Smith was then fent for at fix; and finding 
that the pains, which were frequent and 
prone: could not pufh down the prefenting 

5 3 parts 
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parts to open the Os Uterz, he tried to ftretch 
it; but not being able to dilate more than 
to introduce two fingers, and a flooding 
coming on, he fent for Mr. Mackenzie, who 
then attended me as fenior pupil. 
He likewife tried to dilate; and finding, ~ 
although the Os Uferi yielded confiderably, he — 
could not poflibly introduce his hand, he de- _ 
fired I would come about feven. . 
He told me, that the Funzs was fallen down 
into the Vagina, and that he had not felt any 
pulfation in it; that he had dilated the Os 


Uteri confiderably; but that his hands being — 


cramped, and fatigued, he was obliged to 
defift. | 

I felt the woman’s pulfe, which was ftill 
pretty good, and not much funk. Confider- 
ing that the pains were now weak, and could 
do little fervice in pufhing down the child to 


firetch the Os Uterz, being alfo afraid that q 


the woman would grow weaker and weaker, © 
‘and having never before failed in ftretching ~ 


the Os Ufert in women that had children be- — 


foré, which was her cafe; I refolved to at 
tempt it-without delay. 

I examined in the fide pofition; but as — 
that and the fupine had been tried before, I _ 
had her placed on her knees and elbows, and _ 
found that the mouth of the womb was fo — 
largely opened, as to receive all my fingers 
up to the middle of the third joint; but I 
~ could 
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could not ftretch it fo as to introduce my hand, 

I then refted, and felt more exactly the 
pofition of the child. The breaft and neck 
prefented, and the chin was to the right 
Ilium. 1 then confidered, that if I could 
bring in the face, and keep up the woman’s 
ftrength, the pains might return, and force 
them down gradually, dilating the Os Inter- 
num at the fame time. 

For this purpofe, I had her changed to 
the fupine pofition; and introducing the fin- 
gers of my left hand, with great difficulty 
got two of them above the chin into the 
mouth, and tried to pull it from the fide into 
the middle of the Pe/vis; but the neck and 
brea{ft were fo engaged in the middle, and the 
head prefled back on the fhoulders, that I 
could not poffibly alter the pofition. 

Being now certain, that: the child was 
dead, I introduced a crotchet covered with 
the fheath along the infide of my left hand, 
and fixed it when -urifheathed in the under 
jaw. F inding, however, that it would tear 
down the jaw, and not bring i in the face, I 
withdrew the inftrument. 

The Funzs all this time was a great interrup- 
tion by falling down, and intangling my fin- 
gers. J again gave the woman {ome refpite, 
efpecially as fhe was now growing a little faint, 
and the flooding, which bad abated, was re- 
turned. — 3 

S 4 After 
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After fhe was recruited, I tried again to 
dilate the Os Uferz, having found in other 
cafes, that it dilated eafily when the patients 
were faint and weak; but found the fame 
difficulty as before. 

I once more endeavoured to Prtfiodiice the 
crotchet at the other fide, to come at the 
fhoulder, in order to try 1f the pulling down 


of the parts would ftretch the Os Uterz better — 


than pufhing up. 

I was apprehenfive of sine any greater 
force by pufhing: up, left I fhould tear the 
Uterus from the Vagina: but finding that I 


could not fix the crotchet to advantage, I.” 


again withdrew it. 
All this time the Os Uferz felt as if it was 


two inches thick. ‘The woman being much 
exhaufted, I had her laid in an eafier poli- — 


tion, and let her lie a confiderable time, 


both to recruit her fpirits, and to fee if the — 
pains would return. In the mean time, I ~ 


fent for Mr. Burnet, who was firft called, 


Sw 


who being now difengaged, came immedi- 


ately. He alfo endeavoured to introduce his — 


hand: but finding it impoffible, we all agreed 


to defift, and to wait, as the flooding was 
abated. For, although fhe had loft a good | 


deal of blood, yet it had been very gr adually 
difcharged. 


Our intention was to fupport her with — 


broths and nourifhing things, and as fhe in- 
clined 
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clined to fleep, to indulge her with fome re- 
pole. Meanwhile. we went to breakfaft at a 
coffee-houfe, where we propofed to wait the 
iffue of this uncommon cafe. I refolved, if 
happily fhe fhould recruit: after fome reft, 
and recover from the low faintifh ftate in 
which we left her, to try again in a gentle 
manner to ftretch the Os Uferz; and if that 
did not fucceed, to dilate it with the fciflars, as 
in the roth and 16th cafes of this Collection. 

In about half and hour, one of the pu- 
pils being fent to fee how the patient refted, 
was met by the h ufband « coming in great iis 
ry, to acquaint us that his wife was fallen 
into convulfions. Before we reached the 
houfe fhe had expired 5 a circumftance which 
furprifed us not a little. I indeed was in hope 
when we left her, that fhe would have enjoy- » 
ed fome fleep, which might have recruited her 
- ftrength ; and then the Os User? would proba- 
bly have yielded, as I had found in the like 
cafes before. I had even in a few cafes 
known the Os Uters tat, and the patient 
recover. 

Rather than let the woman expire without 
any chance of being delivered, I had deter- 
mined to dilate the Os Internum. 'This ex- 
pedient, however, I think fhould never be 
attempted, but in the laft extremity. 

I reflected after this fudden change, as the 
flooding was not violent, and the woman at 


eerit... 
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firft not fo very weak, whether it would not 
have been better practice to have waited 
longer for the efforts of nature, to open the 
parts. 

This cafe ought to be madea caution to all 
practitioners, to wait the efforts of nature, 
and not to ufe too great violence in ftretching 
the Os Uterz, efpecially when the patient is 
not in abfolute danger. 

On the other hand, if thefe efforts had not 
been made till the woman was weak, I fhould 
have thought we were too long in affifting ; 
efpecially as I never met with a cafe of this 
kind before, where I did not deliver the pa- 
tient. 

The membranes had broke the evening be- 
fore; and the midwife, by an uncommon feel 
of the parts that prefented, fufpected that the 
Fetus prefented wrong. 

Mr. Burnet, who had the care of the poor 
of the parifh, when called, was not at home. 
She was in ftrong labour moft of the night, but 
had not force to pufh down the child in that 
double pofition to-open the Os Internum. 
When the firft pupil arrived at fix, the pains 
became weaker, and a. {mall flooding had be- 
gun. 

All thefe sidhultiatter confidered, feemed 
to indicate the practice we followed, prefer- 
able to delay, efpecially as we.did not expect 

that 
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that the patient would have been carried off 
in fo fudden a manner. ; 


CAS. E., IX, 


_ The face prefenting : the child brought foot- 
ling: the Abdomen {welled, opened with 
the fciflars; the hips pulled from the body, 
and this. laft delivered with the crotchet. 
a7 HO: | 
- This cafe happened to one of the poor 
women, whom all my pupils were allowed to 
attend. One of them delivered her of one 

child, and my midwife finding that there was 

a fecond prefenting wrong, immediately fent 

for me. The membranes. of the fecond | 

had broke inne after the firft was de- 
livered. 

_ Finding the face prefented, and having 
put the patient in a fupine pofture, I allowed 
all prefent to examine the pofition. 

Then, as the waters were not all gone, I 
very eafily turned the head up to the Fundus, 
and brought down the legs. 

_ Tobferved, that the child had been dead 

many days, from the circumftances of the 

legs being livid, and molt of the fcarf fkin 
firipped off. A cloth being wrapped round 
the legs, I tried to pull down the hips; but 
could not-bring them farther than the brim 
of the Pelvis. 1 introduced my right hand 

| betwixt 
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betwixt the Sacrum and thighs, and found 
that the obftruction proceeded from the 44- 
domen’s being exceflively fwelled, and turned 
to the back part of the Urerus. I again pulled 
the legs with greater force; but began to be 
afraid they would feparate ff om the body. I 
introduced the fingers of my left hand to the 
fwelled Abdomen, and along that the {ciffars 
with my right, and pufhed them into the 
Abdomen of the Fetus, juft above its Pudis. 
Withdrawing the fciffars, I introduced two 
fingers into the opening, and pulling there 
with my fingers, while I grafped the legs 
with my other hand, tried to bring down the 
body ; but being obliged to increafe the force, 
all of a fudden and unexpectedly the hips 
feparated from the body at the loins. 

Having now no hold to pull by, I intro- 
duced my left hand into the Userus, and along 
that the crotchet with my right: fixing this 
inftrument on the ribs, I began to pull; but 
the hold gave way. J made feveral attempts 
in the eae manner, fixing the crotchet higher 
and higher, and in different places; but as 
often the. parts tore down, though the body 
did not move. 

I endeavoured to keep it firm with my left 
hand, whilel fixed the crotchet with my right ; 
yet the body was fo MPP eNY, that 1t could not 
be held firm. 


My 
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_ My being obliged to bring out my left hand, 
as often as the hold gave way, with the crot- 
chet, to guard its hurting the patient or my 
hand, fatigued me fo much that I was obliged 
to reft two or three times. At laft, tracing 
up with my hand farther than before, I _ 
- again introduced the crotchet, and got a firm 
hold above the fhoulder; then bringing my 
hand lower down, I took hold of the Verte- 
bra of the back. By thefe holds I brought 
down the body, and the head followed eafily, 
as the child was not large. 

I have had fome cafes of the fame kind 
fince, in which the delivery was retarded by 
the tumefaction of the ddomen; but I pulled 
at the legs with more caution, for fear of the 
fame accident, and brought down the body 
with the blunt: hook, or crotchet. 


CASE xX. 


The face prefented ; the woman exhaufted 
by floodings; the Os Ufer? {nipped with 
the {cifflars ; and the child brought footling: 
1744+ 


The midwife pare me, that fhe was 
called about two in the morning, and found 
the woman in labour, with a {mall degree of 
flooding ; but that it grew more violent, as 
the pains increafed, | 


She 


270 CASES 1n MIDWIFERY: 


She fignified to the friends, that the pa- 
tient was in great danger, and about eleven 
in the forenoon I was called : the membranes 
were broke, and the difcharge diminifhed. 
In time of pain I examined, and found the 
face of the child prefented. The Os Users 
was open about the circumference of half a a 
crown : it felt rigid, bat very thin. 

This was her firft child, and labour had 
come ontwo months before her full time. 

Her pulfe was low and weak: fhe had 
fainted feveral times; but feemed to recruit 
a little, when told that more affiftance was 
called, and begged earneftly to be relieved. 

I ordered her to take every now and then. 

a little red wine burnt; and waited to fee if 
the pains would return as fhe recovered 
ftrength. 
- Talfo prefcribed an snodyne and aftringent 
mixture of Tiné?. Rofar. 31v. dq. Nucis Mof- 
chat. 318. Laud. Lig. Gt. x. Syr. e Mecon, 38. 
two fpoonfuls to be taken every half hour. 

I was again called about two hours after, 
and informed that although fhe lay quiet, 
yet fhe had enjoyed no fleep; and that the 
faintings had returned. 

As the feemed to be in imminent danger, 
Itried, as fhe lay. on her fide, to ftretch the 
Os Uteri, and my efforts feemed to bring on 
a weak pain; ‘but finding this had no effect, 


oo I gra- 
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I gradually dilated the Os Externum, till I 
could introduce my hand into the Vagina, 
and then began to ftretch to the Os Internum 
with the fingers of my left hand contracted 
ina conical form; but altho’ the Os Uterd was 
fo dilated as to receive my thumb and four 
fingers, and feltas thin as the edge of a piece 
of parchment doubled, I could not {ftretch 
it wider, even altho’ I proceeded ina flow 
‘manner and atintervals. Finding the flood- 
ing return, and being afraid fhe would be 
loft if not foon delivered, I told her friends, 
this was the only chance fhe had of being 
faved. I went-to work again, and ufed 
greater force than before; but to as little 
purpofe: I could do nothing but cramp and 
_ weary the fingers of both hands. 

While I tea I began to reflect that I 
had known fome of my patients recover in 
cafes, where the Uferus tore in -ftretching, and 
that fome of them had even recovered with- 
out any unfavourable fymptom following. 
As this therefore felt fo thin and rigid, I 
found no way could be taken but to make an 
incifion on the Os Uteri. For this purpofe I 
infinuated two fingers of my left hand into 
it, and with my right introduced a pair of . 
{ciffars betwixt the fingers. With thefe I en- 
deavoured to {nip the part; but finding I 
could not manage fo as to cut through the 

edge, 
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edge, I pufhed one > of the points. within three 

or four lines of the edge, and the other on. 
the infide, and {nipped through that part 
which was at the left fide; but a little for- - 
wards, to prevent the laceration that happen- 
ed afterwards, from affecting the blader, 
Reéfum, and large veflels at the fide of the 
Uterus. 

Withdrawing the fciflars, I introduced my 
left hand, and found the {nipped part gradu- 
ally give way fo much as to admit my hand, 
though flowly, and with fome difficulty into 
the Tita where IT eafily turned and deliver- 
ed the child by the feet. The child however — 
was dead. 

Although there was a pretty large dif- 
charge, yet it gradually abated after the Pla- 
centa was delivered. She continued in a 

weak faintly condition till the evening, when 
fhe fell into little Mumbers; but was attacked 
every now and then with cold and hot fits. 
I had given her feveral times a little of the 
anodyne mixture; alfo fome burnt wine and 
chicken broth to {upport. her, and recruit the 
exhaufted fluids. — 

Next day, as the cold fhivering returned 
once in three or four. hours, I ordered fome 
extract of the Cortex to be diffolved in red | 
wine, and given betwixt the fhiverings. 
The difcharge was moderate; but nature 

being 
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being fo much exhautted, fhe died the fourth 
day. ss 
(Vide Cafe 8th and 16th of this Coli Aion: alfo Cafe 


28th of Collect. XX XI. and likewife XXXII. No, 23 
Cafe g. and Cafe 8th of Collect. XL. ] 


EAS BOR. 


The head prefented ; the child ‘large, and 
brought footling ; ; but the body almon fe- 
parated from the head before this laft was 
delivered. I 73 2, 


I was called in the evening; to a woman 
near forty, in labour of her firft child. 

The midwife informed me, that fhe had 
attended the patient two days; that. the 
pains had been ftrong fince morning, and _ 
after the waters came off; but that the head 
lay high, and did not advance: | 

I underftood by other accounts; that the 
woman had been put too foon on labour, 
and was much fatigued. J felt both the Os 
Internum and Externum largely open, by the 
midwife’s having; as fhe faid, worked hard 
to bring down the -child, whofe head lay 
above the brim of the Pelvis, 

The woman being much fatigued wich 
fruitlefs pains, that were much abated, I-had 
her put to bed, to try if fhe could enjoy fome 
reft; and defired her not to force down, but 
when the pains obliged her. As fhe was 

Vou; I. T > ¢oftive; 


S 
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coftive, her pulfe full, and quicker than 
ufual, and her {kin hot and dry, fhe wasim-~ | 
mediately blooded, and procured plentiful 
paflage with a clyfter.. She enjoyed feveral 
refrefhing fleeps betwixt the pains, till morn- 
ing, when the pains grew ftronger, but ftill — 
had little effect in advancing the head. a 

The pains again falling off, I was appre- 
henfive, that if 1 waited longer, the woman 
might foon be in danger; and not imagin- 
ing that the child was fo large, I thought it 
was better to try and deliver it by the feet. 
It required a great force to turn the child, fo 
as to bring down the legs, and even, after - 
that, to deliver the body and arms; {fo that 
I was obliged to reft feveral times. I after- 
wards ufed all the caution imaginable to bring 


down the head, fo as to fave the infant; but ” 


at laft was obliged to increafe the force to 
deliver the woman, and pay lefs regard to 
the child. By thefe laft violent efforts, both 
the under jaw and neck began to feparate. 
I was obliged to defift, as I found that one 
of the fbints of the neck was entirely fepa- 
rated, and that only- about one half of the 
_ fkin of it remained Untore. I thought it 
would be eafier to fix the crotchet on the head 
now, than when feparated from the body; 
for, although the hold at the neck was flen- 

der, yet it kept the head fteady. 1 directed 
. an 
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‘an affiftant to hold up the body of the child, 


while I introduced my left hand along be- 
twixt the right fide of the Vagina, as the wo- 


-man lay fupine. Then I introduced the crot- 


é 


chet, and delivered the head, though not 
without a good deal of force, and difficulty 
in fixing the crotchet, which was the ftraight 
kind. 

Even if I had at this time known the uf 
of the forceps, they would have been of no 
fervice in this cafe; becaufe the head was fo 


large, and fo little advanced in the Pe/vis. 
The fault was in not waiting longer; for I 


have had many cafes fince, where waiting 
patiently, the head has advanced, and been 
delivered with the pains, or with the ie | 
7 he Pelvis was not narrow. 


C&S E XI. 


The head prefented ; the Pelvis diftorted; the 
child turned, and delivered by the feet, 
1746. 

This woman was remarkably tall, and to 
outward appearance well formed for bearing 
children; but on enquiry after delivery, I 
found that fhe had been fickly and weak for 
the firft four or five years of her infancy. ~ 

I was called to her, when fhe had been 
long in labour of her firft child, and was 
obliged to diminifh the head before I could 

y ae deliver. 
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deliver. I was called fooner when fhe was 
in'‘labour of her fecond; and although the 
head prefented, I tried to fave this child, by 
bringing it footling. ‘The body paffed with 
difficulty, from the projection of the laft 
Vertebra of the loins, with the Os Sacrum, 
After I had brought down the body, I en- 
deavoured, before the arms came down, to 
move along the head, firft by prefling down 
the fhoulders as fhe lay in the fupine pofition ; 
then I attempted to bring down the forehead, 
by pufhing upwards: finding, however, that 
the forehead refted againft the diftorted part, 
I tried with my fingers to prefs it to the fide; — 
but, the arms filling up the parts at the fides 
of the Pe/uis, by the brim, I was obliged to 
bring down both arms, in order to obtain 
more room. After having puthed the fore- 
head to the right fide, which feemed to be 
the wideft, I introduced my fingers into the 
mouth, and began, as in the former cafe, to 
pull ina cautious manner; but finding it did 
not move downwards, I exerted more and 
more force, till I found the neck giving way, 
and it was impofhble to fave the child. I 
was then obliged to introduce the curved 
crotchet, -which was the firft time that I had 
occafion to ufe it in fuch cafes, fince altered 
from the ftreight ; and found it particularly 
ufeful on this occafion; for, inftead of fix- 


ing 
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Ging on the fide of the head, it went up to 
the fayittal future, which it tore open, and — 
~ making a large aperture, it had a firm hold > 
on the bones of the forehead; by thefe means 
the Cerebrum was fooner evacuated, the head 
collapfed, and was eafily delivered. 

I was called again in her third labour; 
and, as the head prefented, proceeded in the 
delivery with all the precautions mentioned 
in lingering or laborious cafes, till fhe was 
almoft exhaufted; but after all, was at lat 
obliged to deliver as in her firft labour. 

_ The children were all large. In her fourth 
pregnancy, fhe was luckily taken in the 
feventh month, in labour, in confequence of 

a loofenefs and fuper- -pur gation, occafioned 
in eating too much fruit. This child, tho’ 
the head pafled with difficulty, was delivered 
alive ; and fhe has not been pregnant fince. 


[Vide Cafe penult. of Collect, XXXIV. alfo the for- 
mer of this. ] ° 


CASE XIII. and a Supplement to 
. ome A SE oh, 

Sent for by Mr. H. in G— Street, 1749, to 
a young woman in labour of her firtt 
. child; a narrow Pe/vis ; the body delivered. 


Mr. H. was called about two or three in ‘ 


the morning, and found a leg of the child. 
‘eons ; but when he tried to bring down 
| ae age 
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the body of the child, he found that it was 
large, and the Pelvis narrow. He fent ime | 
mediately for Mr. W. in Bifhopfgate-fireet, 
who brought down the body, but could not — 
deliver the head; neither did they chufe to — 
ufe great force, for fear of feparating the 
body. Befides, Mr. H— did not choofe to 
begin the practice fo foon, being a ftranger ; 
and Mr. W. was juft come off a long } journey, 
very much fatigued. 

I being called, arrived about eight o'clock, 
and faak two gentlemen along with me. 
Both Mr. H—- and Mr. W— had attended 
me about eight years before. I was glad | 
when I found there was no flooding, and that 
the woman was {trong, and no way funk or © 
wore out with the labour. 

I had her laid acrofs the bed, her breech a 
little over the fide, and two of the gentlemen 
phe her legs; one of them alfo fup-. 
ported her body, till I introduced my right 
hand into the Vagina. 

I found the face lay backwards a little to 
the left fide of the Pe/uis. I felt the lower 
Vertebra of the loins, and upper part of the 
Os Sacrum, jet in fo much, that it was im- 
poffible to deliver the head, without dimi- 
nifhing its bulk. As we were certain, from 
the umbilical chord, that the child was dead, 
it was: in vain to fatigue the woman and 

our- 
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ourfelves, ‘by attempting to bring it away 
entire. 
I pufhed up the ends of my fingers, that were 
already in the Vagina, paft the Os Internum, but 
with difficulty, it being ftrongly contracted — 
round the lower part of the head; and by the 
largenefs of the head, and narrowne(s of the 
Pelvis, they were very much fqueezed. I en- 
deavoured to raife the head higher, to make 
more room, but could not, although I ufed a 
good deal of force. Then taking the handle 
of the crotchet in my left hand, I introduced it 
with the point next the child’s head; but at 
‘firft trial could not get it to pafs my nade are | 
withdrew them to make more room ; but the 
Os Internum contracted again fo clofe to the 
head, that I could not get the end of the crot- 
chet to pafs. 1 again tried to force up the head 
with all my ftrength, and with great diffi- 
culty raifed it a little higher; a circumftance 
which affording more room, the crotchet 
pafied the Os 5 ee but not without 
bruifing my fingers; andthe point flipped a 
little to one fide: this I again turned to the 
head. As I withdrew my fingers, the point 
flipped up eafier, and I felt it fide along to the 
crown of the head. 

I then brought down my right — and 
taking hold of the handle of the crotchet, 
ufed the fame precautions as mentioned in 

T 4. a cafe 


~ 
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cafe If. and delivered in the fame manner, 
by fixing the point firmly, and turning the — 
curved part of the crotchet over the forehead. 
By pulling, the head was opened in the 
fame manner, and delivered, but not without — 
a great deal of force: the external parts of — 
the woman were much welled, but fhe was: _ 
not tore. 
Mr. H— called three or four days after, — 
and told me, the furface of the Labia was 
grown black and livid; but I heard after- 
wards, that by applying poultices and fomen- 
tations, the inflammation went off, and the 
woman recovered. | 
Mr. H. informed me, that he believed 
Mr. W. was not fo much fatigued, as afraid 
of leaving the head behind in the Uterus; a 
cafe of that kind having happened fome time 
before, in which the patient was loft. | 


OA Ske EL OLS eect tak ag 
CASE VI. 


From the medical -effays of Edinburgh: 
~ Volume WV. Art. 33. 


Coagulated blood extravafated upon the Ure- 
“rus; thicknefs of the womb in a labori- 
ous birth, by Mr. Yohn Paifly fargeon in 
Glafgow. dines BE PRS | 
Authors having differed very much as to 
the thicknefs or thinnes of the Uterus of a 
woman 
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woman with child; fome with Mauricceax 
and Dionis, aflerting that it turns always 
thinner as it extends, whilft others, I may 
fay almoft all anatomifts, affirm, that it turns. 


thicker as the woman advances in her preg- 


nancy, and draws nearer to the time of her la- 


-bour: or, to fpeak more properly, that in 


_ the feveral ftages, the thicknefs of the fides 


of the womb keeps the fame proportion to 
its cavity as in a natural ftate, the Szu/es and 


veflels being proportionably enlarged as the 
- Urerus is extended. I fay, this having occafion- 
‘ed fome difputes among anatomifts, I thought 
proper to fend you the following hiftory of 


a woman who died in child-labour, where I 
had an oppor tunity of examining the thick- 
nef. of 1 it, and at the fame time, of difcover- 
ing a fatal miftake in the midwife who at- 
tended her, who, by delaying to call for af- 
fiftance in due time, was the unhappy occafion 
of the death both of mother and child. 

Upon the roth of une 1730, I was called 
to a woman in labour, about a middle age, 
of a low ftature, and pretty fat, who had 
born feveral children; and found her in an 
exceeding low condition, with cold {weats, 
and fevere faintings, her extremities cold, 
without any pulfe, and unable to utter one 


_word, though fhe fhewed fome figns of be-~ 


ing defirous to iyeak with me. The mid- 
~ wife 
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wife that attended her had gone off upon my 
being fent for, and left a young practitioner 
whom fhe was training up in that bufinefs, 
who gave me the following account of the 
poor woman's cafe; viz. That fhe had been 
feveral days in labour; and that all along the. - 
midwife imagined affairs were in a very good 
way, and the child, as. fhe thought, in a — 
very right pofture, though after the waters 
broke, the child’s head had never advanced 
by the ftrongeft pains. Hence the midwife 
either blamed the mother for not bearing 
down {trong enough when the pains came 
upon her, or elfe pretended that the pains 
were too faint and languid; and as there was 
no flooding, fhe never apprehended any dan- 
ger, and therefore cheared up the mother and 
friends with the hopes of a good iffue by a 
little patience; and as fhe had a good deal 
of other bufinefs upon her hands, the fre- 
quently left the poor woman for half a day 
together, and upon her return {till found all 
things in the fame fituation fhe left them in. 
From the firft-day the woman was taken 
with her pains, fhe {carce made one drop of 
water; wherefore, on the fifth, the midwife 
fufpecting that to be the caufe of the birth’s 
being retarded, fent to an apothecary’s {hop 
for a ftrong flimulating. diuretick mixture, 
to increafe her pains and provoke urine, be- 


ing 
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ing affured all things were right, only the — 


pains were too faint, as no doubt they were, 
when the woman had been fo long fatigued 
with her labour. This having no effect, a 
ftronger one was called for, which proved 
- likewife unfuccefsful, and all things continu- 
ed in the fame ftate, only that the woman’s 
_ ftrength was continually decaying, till the 
fixth day at midnight, when I was fent for, 
and found her in the fituation above men- 
tioned. It is evident, that when matters 
were brought to this pafs, the poor woman 
had not fo much ftrength left her as to bear 
the fatigue of being put into a pofture for 
being delivered, and that it was impoffible 
to afford her relief, I acquainted the friends 
with it, affuring them that it would be mad- 
nefs to attempt it in thefe circumftances, be- 
ing purfuaded fhe could not live above a 
- quarter of an hour, which accordingly hap- 
pened, fhe dying in a few minutes. Next 
day I prevailed with the friends to have her 
opened, and after I had cut the teguments, 
and laid them back, I was furprized to meet 
with a black membranous body, like coagu- 
tated blood, (which it in reality was) cover- 
ing all the fore-part of the Uterus, though 
diftended fo much with the child: this I ea- 
fily feparated in one cake from the Urerus, 
and when it was f{pread upon the table, it 
: was 
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was about a foot and quarter long, and a foot 


wide, and a quarter of an inch thick. Whether 


this proceeded from the oozing out of blood - 


from the fubftance of the Urerus, by the ftrong 
preffure when the pains were violent, or from 
the rupture of fome {mall veffels, either of the 


Uterus, or fome other part of the Abdomen, 1 


do not determine, for I could not obferve the 
leaft appearance of any ruptured vefiels in ei- 
‘ther, after the moft accurate fearch I could 
make; nor was there one drop of blood in 
any other part of the cavity of the Abdomen. 
1 know not if this is a thing that is always 


ee ae ee ee 


obferved in fuch cafes, having had no oppor- 


tunity, before that time, or fince, to examine 
any fuch fubject; tho’ no doubt it is a 
thing may readily happen in very laborious 
births; and then it is no wonder if violent 
after-pains, fever, inflammations, and their 
confequences, follow; for in fuch a bad ha- 
bit of body as women in thefe circumftances 
are generally allowed to be in, it is fcarce to 
be fuppofed that coagulated blood can eafily 
be diffolved, and again abforbed by the vefiels, 
in fo large a cavity as that of the Abdomen ; 
wherefore by its ftagnation and putrefaction 
it may bring on a train of bad fymptoms ; the 
-caufe of which lying entirely out of the phy- 
fician’s power to know, it need be no furprize 
though he fail in his attempt to remove them : 
and 
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and I do not know but this may be one of the 
chief caufes of thofe many diforders and fre- 
quent deaths that happen after very violent 
and laborious births; though there are many 
others caufes well enough known which are 
capable of producing fuch like effects. 

This phenomenon being what had never 
occurred to me either in reading or practice, 
I thought it would not be unufeful to acquaint 
the world therewith, to prompt thofe of 
greater abilities, or who have more leifure 
_and more opportunities of meeting with pro- 
per objects, to enquire if fuch a cafe often 
happens ; how far the caufes hinted are jutft, 
or what other caufes may probably be afligned 
for it; what fign it may be difcovered by ; 
what method of cure might be proper in 
fuch a cafe; and the like. 

Baye Thad-temaved this coagulated blood, 
I obferved a large fac or bag full of water 
lying along the fides of the Uterus, above the 
inteftines, and reaching as high as the kid- 
ney of the right fide. Upon feeling it all 
round with my hands, I found it was loofe 
at its fuperior part, and appeared to come 
out from the Pubs, where only it had an 
attachment. This, upon examination, prov- 
ed to be the urinary bladder, thus diftended 
to a vaft bignefs, and thruft to one fide by 

| the 
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the preffure of the Uterus on the fore-part of — 


the Abdomen. 1 opened it, and meafured the 
urine it contained, no lefs than eight Exghi/b 
pints, or a Scotch quart. The Uterus was pret- 


ty clofely contracted on the child; and in 


opening it from the Fundus to the Cervix, I 


found it at leaft half an inch thick in the — 


thinneft part, though a good deal more at its 
Fundus, where! obierved the Sinuffes fo large, 
as eafily to admit the end of my little finger 
into them. The Placenta adhered to the 
fore-part of the Fundus.’ The waters having 


been broke fo long before, I could not expect 


to find the antots. 

The child had fallen down into the paffage, 
much in the natural way, only with its head a 
little obliquely to one fide; fo that part of the 
frontal and parietal bones of the right fide reft- 
ed upon the Pudis, and neck of the bladder ; 
and by the violence of the pains, the bones had 
been pufhed fo ftrongly againft the Pudzs, as 


to make a confiderable indentation in them, - 


and raifed an inflammation for an inch or 
two round the contufed part. 

I believe I need fcarce add, that if affift- 
ance had been called-in time, the fwelling of 
the bladder might have been prevented, ~by 
drawing off the urine with the Catheter ; and 
if the child’s head could not be eafily ftirred, 
then the child might have been turned, and 

brought 
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: brought away by the feet, as is ufual in fuch 
cafes. 

Hence midwives ought to be advifed to call 
for afliftance in due time, efpecially in a cafe 
of this nature, where both the mother and 
child’s life are in fo great danger, though 
there be no flooding, fince it is one of the 
_ moft difficult cafes that can well happen in 
midwifery ;.and thereby they may fave two 
lives, and fecure their own reputation. 
Hence, alfo, phyficians and furgeons may 
take warning, not to truft too much to the 
_Treport of midwives, who too often pretend 
all things are in a fair way, and that there 
wants only fome medicine to promote the 
_ pains, which they fuppofe are too faint and. 
languid; becaufe the head does not fall any 
lower ; while it may be owing to the above 
caufe, as well as others mentioned by practical 
writers, when the giving of fuch medicines 
may be of the worft confequence. 


CASE XIV. and a Supplement to 
en So Ee ct 


A woman thirty-five years of age, in Broad 
St. Geles’s; the arm of the child prefented, 
and pulled off; the head delivered with 
the crotchet. 


The membranes had been broke, and the 
waters were all gone, before I was called. 
4 The : 
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The midwife told me the breech prefentéd; 
Another gentleman had been called, but he 


being afraid it would turn out a difficult las — 


bour, left her ; upon which I was fent for. 
When I examined the woman, I at firft im- 
agined a leg and hip prefented ; but on pulling 
the fuppofed leg, which was lying in the Va- 
gina, (found it an arm, and very much {welled. 
It appeared very plain to me, that the midwife 
had pulled very ftrongly at the arm, becaufé 
it was fwelled, and the ends of .the bones at 


the fhoulder and elbow were ftretched to a con-. 
fiderable diftance. She had, after her fruitlefs - 
endeavours to extract the child, doubled up -— 


the arm into the Vagina. When I told her 
it was the arm, fhe faid fhe had felt the fing- 
ers lying, as fhe imagined, with the leg; 
However, as it was my bufinels to deliver the 
woman, I {aid no more. 

I laid her fupine, acrofs the bed ; two wo- 
men fupported her legs and thighs; her Nates 
were raifed, and brought a little over. I firft 
tried to introduce my right hand betwixt the 
arm and the Os Sacrum, but could not pafs 
it into the Uzerus, from the bulk of the arm; 
and the projection of the upper part of the 
Os Sacrum, with the lower Vertebra of the 
loins: it was the left arm that was down; 
the left fhoulder was pufhed in at the brim ; 
the fore-parts of the child were towards the 
belly and left fide of the woman. 


Finds | 
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- Finding, after repeated trials, that I could 
not get up my hand, and that there was more 
room at the fides of the Pe/vis, I turned her to 
her left fide. I renewed my endeavours; but 
the bafon being narrow, and the arm of the 
child fo much fwelled, I was obliged to defift, 
and to proceed with caution, and by degrees, 
left I thould lofe the ftrength of my arms, by 

working too much, and too long at a time, 

{ next tried to pufh up the arm into the Ure. 
rus; but the contraction of this laft was fo 
great, that it was in vain to attempt that 

method. 

As the woman had no flooding, and her 
pulfe was ftrong, I refted a few minutes, 
during which I confidered, as it was very 
probable that the child was dead, or would 
foon die, from the arm’s being fo much 
fwelled, and overftrained at the joints; as 
the Meconium, according to the midwife, had 
for four or five hours been coming down al- 
fo; and asthe Pe/vis was extremely narrow, it 
was ten to one that I could not deliver the head 
without the help of the crotchet. All thefe 
circumftances made me think it more advife- 
able to feparate the arm at the fhoulder from 
the body. | a 

To do this with greater eafe, I pulled 
down the arm with a good deal of force, in- 
troduced my hand below it, into the Vagina, 

Vor, UI. 8 and 
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and my finger up to the fhoulder; but my 
fingers were fo fqueezed betwixt that and 
_ the projection of the forefaid bones, that I 
could not divide it with the feiflars; and in 
my attempts to pufh up my hand, I found 
that the fore-arm obftructed me moft. I 
then feparated this at the elbow. After hav~ 


ing refted a minute or two, I again tried to — 
pufh up the arm and fhoulder; the armI | 


folded up, and the fhoulder gave way a little: 


but by this time my own right arm was a — 


little weakened, and the hand being cramp- 
ed, and a little bruifed on the back- -part, 
from the projection of the bones, I again 


turned her on her back, afterwards on her — 


right fide, and tried with my left hand; but 


that was in a little time more difabled than 


the other. . 

Once more I turned her to her left fide, 
and refted about five or fix minutes. I now 
found that a flooding was begun, fo that 
there was no time to be loft... 1 introduced 
my right hand into the Vagéna; but the 
bones backwards fill hindered my_ hand. 


? 


After turning her a little more towards her — 


belly,. 1 got again the arm folded up to the 
Houle: and both raifed fo high, as to pafs 
niy hatid up to the Fandus Uterz, ‘The muf- 
cles of tite thick part of my arm were fo 


much preiied, that if I had not got one of | 


the 
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the feet very readily, I muft have withdrawn 
‘it again. Grafping the heel and fore-part of 
the foot between my fore and-middle fingers, 
I brought it into the Vagina. I then refted 
a little, and by degrees fixed a noofe upon it. 
I really thought, in the middle of this laft ef= 
fort, I muft have given up this method, and 
have tried to introduce the crotchet, to fix it 

on the breaft or ribs; and by that means tear 
down the body of the child into the Vagina. 
The feet being brought down eafily by the 
noofe, I introduced my right hand, and raif- 
ed the fhoulder and head fo much, that by 
pulling the noofe with my other hand; on 
the outfide, I brought the breech down to 
the brim of the Pe/vis.. After another inter- 
miffion of a few minutes, I took hold of the 
leo, being the right, with my left hand, and 
introduced two fingers of my other to the 
outfide. of the left groin; but, after feveral 
trials; could not get that hip to advance, I 
then introduced ae crook of the handle of 
the blunt hook to the outfide of the groin. 
Feeling that the blunt point was paft in be- 
tween the thighs, I wrapped one cloth round | 
the crotchet, and another round the right 
leg, and pulling both with a great force, 
brought down the body and fhoulders with= 
Out the Os Externums. 

The weather wa is remarkably cold for the 
. feafon of the year ; there was very little fire; 


U2 and 
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and yet J {weated fo much, that I was oblig- 
ed to throw off my waiftcoat and wig, and 
_ put on my night-gown, with a thin napkin 
on my head. I then endeavoured to deliver 
the head, by introducing the fore and middle 
fingers of my right hand into. the child’s 
mouth, which was to the back-part, and left 
fide of the Peis, but could not move it. JI 
now brought down both the arms of the 
child, and introduced my right hand into the _ 
Vagina, and the points of my fingers paffed 
the Os Internum, along the face of the child. 
In the mean time I caufed one of the women 
to hold up the body of the child, to give me 
roore room to work. I introduced a curved 
crotchet, which had a thick wooden handle, 
with my left, the point to the child’s face, 
and up along to the crown of the head. It 
fixed upon the head; but finding the point a 
little on one fide, I moved it into the middle, 
by turning the point, and keeping the handle 
back to the Perinwum, and the upper end, in 
an imaginary line to the middle {pace be- 
twixt the navel and the Scorbiculus Cordis of 
the woman. When this was done, I brought 
down my right hand, and with it took hold 
of the crotchet: I laid the body of the child 
on my right arm; I placed two fingers of © 
my left hand on each fide of the child’s neck, 
and over the fhoulders; and began to pull 

with 
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with both hands, flowly at firft, till I found 
that the point of the crotchet had a firm hold 
in the head. I increafed the force of pulling 
_ the crotchet, and found that it came down 
about two or three inches, without moving 
the head. ‘Apprehenfive that the point had 
- not entered the {kull, but only tore down the 
hairy fcalp, I raifed it up to the former 
place, and renewed my effort. It came down 
as before, but held faft above the forehead. 
I then refted, and afterwards began to pull 
both the crotchet and body of the child with 
greater force. I found fome of the Cerebrum 
coming out, and the head moving a little 
lower. I continued to reft and pull by turns, 
until the head leflened, and was fqueezed by 
degrees into a fmaller bulk. After it had 
pafled through the narrow part of the brim, 
it was delivered with great eafe. The Placenta 
being already loofened from the Uterus, was 
immediately forced into the Vagina. J took 
hold of the umbilical chord with one hand, 
and the edge of the Placenta with the fingers 
of the other, by which means it was foon 
extracted. The Ufserus foon contracted into 
a fmall bulk. I examined with my fingers 
the Perinwum, and found that ‘it was not in 
the leaft cracked or tore. ‘The woman bore 
all thefe endeavours with great coura@e ; her 
pulfe continued good and ftreng; the dift 
ye | 3 charge 
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charge of blood was not great, and did ra- 
ther fervice, for the parts were lubricated and 
relaxed by it. 

When I examined the child, I found the 
curvature of the crotchet had allowed the 
point to go over the forehead, too near the 
turn of the hair at the crown, and it had 
tore open all along the Sagzttal Suure, through 
the Fontanel, and fixed on the thick part of 
the fkull at the forehead, which a ftreight 

crotchet could not fo eafily have done. The 
opening was about three inches long, and 
_ about a third or fourth part of the brain was 
evacuated. I ordered the woman to be kept . 
quiet, and to drink frequently of warm 
caudle. I‘ called two days after, and found 
her pulfe ftrong, quick, and hard, with 
- pains in her back, belly, and head, and a 
difficulty in breathing ; fhe had got but little 
reft, and had {weated none; fhe told me that 
neither. fhe, nor any of her fitters, could 
f{weat or bear fweating: the difcharges had 
gone on very well, but were abated more 
than ufual that day. I advifed that fhe 
fhould immediately lofe twelve ounces of . 
blood ‘from her arm, and drink plentifully of 
barley water, or water gruel. The nurfe. 
had given her very little drink.: She was 
foon ” Mieved, and recovered much better 
than I expected. She was a little- woman, 
= AS, 7 and, 
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and, as I could judge by the difficulty of my 

hand paffing, it was not above three inches 
and a half, or three quarters, from the up- 
per part of the Os Sacrum to the Pudis. If I 
had not refted a great many times, and pro- 
ceeded with caution and deliberation, I fhould 
have failed in turning the child; and if I 
had pulled with too great viglettee at the 
body, I fhould have feparated it from the. 
head, which it was very difficult to open and 
extract in fo narrow a Pelvis, 


CASE XV. and a Supplement to 
one CA ted Ve | 
The arm prefented; the fhoulder miftaken 
* for the head; the arm pulled off. Ina 
letter from Mr. Mudge, Plymouth, dated 


he op 
He was fent for about ae in the morn- _ 
ing, to a woman who had been in labour all 
night, and the membranes were broke about 
eight hours. Her pulfe was tolerably ftrong, 
_ though very quick, and her countenance very 
florid; circumftances owing to her drinking 
plentifully of {pirituous liquors. , 
On examining, he found moft part of the 
left arm hanging out of the paflage, together 
with the cord, which was‘cold, flabby, and 
without the leaft pulfation. The head [as 
he imagined] was funk down confiderably, 
ey tae -infomuch 
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infomuch that he thought nature might be 
fufficient to pufh it forwards. He therefore 
left her, and prefcribed fome medicines to 
amufe. He called about eleven, and found 
no alteration, except that the pulfe was fo 
much funk, that he determined to deliver. 
Having introduced his hand, and moved it 


round what he thought the head, which felt — 


loofe, and exactly filled up the Pelvis, he 
fixed the forceps with as much advantage 
and eafe as he had done in former cafes; but 
the inftrument flipping two or three times, 
he defifted, and tried to turn, and bring the 
child by the feet. However, the paflage he-. 
ing filled up, he was obliged to twift, an 
pull off the atm from the fhoulder. 

He then, with great difficulty, pufhed his 
hand into the Uterus, and found that it was 
_the upper and back-part of the fhoulder, as 
far as the fpine, which had been pufhed down, 
exactly moulded to the fhape of the Pelvis. 
This he all along had taken for the. head, 
which was now found lying above the right 
fide of the Pudbzs, the feet ‘being at the very 
Fundus Uteri. 

_ With great difficulty he brought down the 
right leg, and by pulling at it, and pufhing 
up the fhoulder at the fame time, he foon ex- 
tracted the child. 

The labour refted about twelve minutes, 
and the child was quite rotten. 

The 
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The remainder of the cafe carried to Col- 
~ Je€tion XLIII. No. 1. Cafe 2. 


C.ASE XVI. and Supplement to 
CAS Ex, 


A cafe of flooding ; the Os Uteri {nipped and 
tore, the arm prefented. 1746. 


The woman was in labour of her firft 
child ; eight months gone, and the child's: 
arm prefented. She was attacked with a 
flooding; and had been in labour feveral 
hours.. The membranes were broke, the 
_ Hemorrhage was a little abated; and the arm 
* puthed down into the Pieine The Os In- 
ternum was open about one inch and a half, 
or the circumference of half a crown, and 
felt no thicker at the edge than a piece of 
thick parchment. — 

Having caufed her to be laid ina fupine 
pofition, I by degrees introduced my hand 
into the Vagina; ‘and afterwards my fingers 
nto the Os Internum. This 1 endeavoured 
gently to ftretch, by pufhing up my fingers 
in form of a cone; butto my furprize found 
it fo rigid, thatit would not dilate in the leaft. 
- | then ufed greater force, and repeated it 
fevera] times by ufing one hand till it was 
fatigued and cramped, and then the other ; 
but all to no purpote. 


Having 


298 CASES in MIDWIFERY. 


Having failed in all thefe attempts, and, 
recollecting from the former experience of a 
few-cafes, that by fuch force the Os Internum 
had been tore, and the woman recovered 
even when the Os Jnternumwas much thicker, 
I thought it advifeable to introduce the fcif- 
fars, and {nip the edge of it. This operation 
being performed, it ‘gave way fo as to allow 
my hand to pafs into the Userus. I then . 
turned the child, and delivered it by the feet, 
which were much mortified, the child having 
been dead at leaft a fortnight. The woman 
feemed in a way of recovery; but complained 
of a pain and forenefs. About the fourth day ° 
fhe was taken with violent painsin the head — 
and a quick pulfe; but bleeding in the arm 
relieved her : on the fifth day after venefeéction, 
fhe was feized on a fudden with a violent 
loofenefs, which weakened her much; but it 
was reftrained by anodyne and cordial medi- 
‘cines: the fever recurred, and fhe was again 
blooded on the fixth; but the loofenefs re- 
turned on the feventh, which funk her fo 
that fhe immediately expired. 

_ This was the fecond time that I had {nip- 
ped the Os Internum when I could not ftretch 
it, fuppofing that as it was fo thin the dilata- 
tion could have no bad effect. Although I 
did not fucceed in Collect. xxxv. Cafe 10. I 
attributed the death of the patient in that 

cafe 
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cafe to her great weaknefs from her being 
exhaufted before delivery by the Hemorrhage ; 
but I hoped, as this woman was ftronger, 
the fame method would have fucceeded ; 
efpecially as the child muft in this cafe be 
brought footling. I fay, I had found it — 
_ tear confiderably, and the woman recover ; 
- but I afterwards reflected, that as the patient 
had not flooded much, I ought to have wait- 
ed longer to allow the pains to pufh down 
the fhoulders, and dilate the partsmore. No 
doubt the violent force ufed firft to dilate, and 
then the further dilatation, when I intro- 
duced my hand, might bring on the infam- 
mation, pain, and fever, which ended in a 
loofenels. | . 

It is amongft the moft dificult things in 
midwifery to know in floodings, efpecially 
if the child. prefents wrong, when there are 
labour pains, how long to delay the delive- 
ry: becaufe if we deliver foon, and the wo- 
man dies, we are ready to reflect, that it 
would have been fafer to leave it to the labour 
to ftretch the parts; and when we delay too 
Jong, and the woman is too much weakened 
with the flooding, we are apt to think it would 
have been fafer to have delivered fooner. 

We find in cafes where the child prefents 
fair, that the flooding commonly diminithes, 
or {tops on the breaking of the membranes 

Wes in 


& 
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in labour, and then the head is forced down, 
and the woman is for the moft part fafely © 
delivered; but here the wrong pofition pre- 
vents the delivery, and although the violence © 
of the flooding 1s abated on the waters com- 
ing off, yet as there is a draining, this being 
long continued, finksthe patient. This fatal 
cafe is inferted as another caution to young 
practitioners. Vide Cafe 8th of this Collec- 
tion. Vide alfo Collect. 31. Cafe 28. and 
Collect. 40. Cafe 8. Likewife Colleét. a2. 
No. 2. Cafe 9. 


CASE XVII. and a Supplement to 
CUAUS EF ey. 


A cafe, in which after the child was brevet 
footling, the head was delivered with the 
crotchet. In a letter from Mr. Mudge, 
Plymouth, 1746. - 

He was called to a very little woman much. 
deformed, She had been in labour two days: 
the waters had been difcharged feven hours : 
her pulfe was extremely low, and funk, oc- 
cafioned by a pretty large flooding. 

He found the right arm in the Vagina, 
together with the cord, the pulfation of which 
affured him of the child’s being alive. He, 
after great fatigue, brought down the legs 
and body. Then he tried to deliver the 
head, at frft with great caution, to fave the 

child ; 
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child ; but the Pe/vis being fo very narrow, 
that the head was as immoveable as a rock, 
he increafed the force, and underwent a great- 
er fatigue than he could defcribe. 

He endeavoured to introduce the crotchet, 
and fix it on the upper part of the head ; but 
his ftrength being fo much exhaufted, and 
the Pelvis fo narrow, he could not raife it 
high enough ; but fixed it on the under jaw, 
and finifhed the delivery by means of his 
utmoft force. The labour lafted about twen- 
ty five minutes. The mother was perfectly 
well in a week. 


ot AS. XVIII. bad a Supplsment to 
Cc AgioBe 1K, 


Turning a child, in Berwick Street : the face 
_prefented: but after turning, obliged to | 
deliver the head with the crotchet. 1749. 


The woman had been in labour feveral 
hours before the membranes broke. Mrs. 
Moor, now Simpfon, whom I had taught, 
and kept on purpofe to attend all the labours 
with the pupils in the teaching way, was firft 
called. She had afflembled about ten of the 
gentlemen. Before the membranes broke, 

they could fcarce feel any part of the child. 
Being called, I examined, and could feel 
fome part of the child refting above the Os 
Pubis ; but could not diftinguifh it to be the 
8 head, 
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head. When the membranes broke, it came 
a little lower ; but as it felt unequal, and not 
like the round and hard touch of the head, 
and ftill kept high, although fhe had ftrong 
pains, I thought 1t was more advifeable not to 
wait any longer, efpecially as the woman her- 
felf told me, that in her former labour, which 
was her firft, a gentleman was called, and was 
obliged to bring the child away piece-meal. 
Ithen had her brought to the foot of the 
bed, as there was more room than at the 
fides : two of the pupils fupported her legs. 
I kneeled, and at every pain introduced my 
right hand in form of a cone, by little and 
little into the Vagina, I then found it was 
the face and neck with the chin to the left 
fide of the Pelvis: I alfo perceived the bones 
projecting inwards, where the lower Vertebra 
of the loins join the Os Sacrum, and forming 
an acute angle, which was the occafion of 
the head’s not coming down lower; but al- 
though I found the Pe/vzs narrow, yet the 
head felt but fmall; and as it was too high 
for the Forceps, there was a probability of 
faving the child by turning it, and bringing 
it footling. The face filled the upper part’ 
of the Pelvis fo exactly that fome of the 
waters were ftill kept up in the Uterus, fo 
that when I pufhed up the head, it was with 
great eafe raifed | to the Pundus Uteri. By 
Pune 
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pufhing it up quickly, the thick part of my 


arm filled the Os Externum and Vagina; fo 


that the remaining waters were kept up, till 


I got the child turned with the breech and | 


legs to the lower part. Thefe I eafily deli- 
vered, and expected alfo to have fafely ex- 
tracted the head, as the Pe/vis was narrow. 
I brought the chin a little to the left fide, 
introduced two of my fingers of my right 
hand, into the mouth of the child; and 
with my left held the body. I began at 
 firft to pull with a fmall force ; but as the 
head did not advance, was obliged to in- 
creafe it more and more; though to no pur- 
_ pofe. I refted and pulled again with all my 
ftrength, till the fingers of my right hand 
began to fail; then I changed hands, but 
without effect. Irefted and changed hands 
again, and continued to pull till I found the 
neck and jaw begin to give way. As it was 
now to no purpofe to try any longer, be- 
caufe the child could not be brought alive, I 
extracted it with the crotchet in the fame 
manner, as defcribed in the two laft cafes. 
The fore and middle fingers of my right 
hand, were fo overftrained by the great force 
of pulling in the mouth,.that they {welled 
at the joints next to the back’ of my hand 
for feveral days, fo that I could {carcely move 
them. Next day, the joints at my elbows and 

| fhoulders 


“ 
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fhoulders were {welled alfo.. The woman re- 
covered. | 


CASE XIX. and a Supplement to Cafe 
rr. and Collect. 33. No. 1. Cafe 4. 


A cafe of delivering a child with the crotchet, 
from its being much {welled and mortified 
after dying in the Urerus; 12th Auguft 1749, 


in Newtoners lane. 


The woman had been beaten and kicked on 
the private parts three weeks before, fo as to 
occafion a large {welling on the Labia Pu- 
dendt. She had not felt the child ftir for 
fourteen or fixteen days. Some of the gentle- 
men that attended me, had been called two 
or three times fome days before the delivery ; 
but found it was not right labour. She was 
blooded and a poultice applied to the fwel- 
ling, which relieved her, fo that it was quite 
gonebefore fhe fellin labour. She was weak 
and low, having eaten or drank little fince 
the time fhe had received the bruifes on her 
body, which had rendered her incapable of 
begging about the ftreets as formerly. 

When I examined, I found. the Os Internum 
pretty much dilated, the membranes felt very 
thick. She had been feveral hours in labour; 
but as fhe was weak, the pains did not force 
them down into the Vagina. She was very 
big. I felt with difficulty the child’s head, 

6 which 
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which lay above, and over the Os Pudis, and 
below that a great quantity of waters. 

JT waited from ten or eleven, till feven in | 
the evening; but there was not the leaft alte-. 
ration in the parts. As the woman was weak, 


and I fufpected that the child was dead, from 


a” 


the head’s being kept up fo high, occafioned by 
the belly’s being much {welled, and expanded, 


‘and. exhaufted with air, which made it f{pe- 


cifically ‘ighter than the waters, I refolved 
to try to deliver her, efpecially as fhe had 


- formerly two children, and according to her 


account the labours were not lingering: but 


 fufpecting there might be difficulty, I waited 


till all the gentlemen that attended me were 
convened. I had the woman laid fupine acrofs 
the bed, her legs fupported by the two eldeft 


| pupils, At -firft I defigned to have broke 


the membranes, that the head might be 
forced down, when the waters were evacuat- 
ed, and the Uterus contracted; but finding 
the membranes high up, and rigid, and that 
the Os Externum dilated with a {mall force, I 
altered my defign, and introducing my right 
hand into.the Vagena, pafled it up through 


the Os Internum, into the Urerus. 


Having broke the membranes, I patffed 


my hand within them, and found the child 


floating in a large quantity of waters, which 
were kept up by my arm locking up the Os 


F - Meu: Il. x Extere 
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Externum. 1 then felt, and told the gentle- 
men that the belly of the Fetus was largely 
{welled, and that I was then turning up the 
head to the Fuadus, and bringing down the 
breech and legs to the lower part of the 
Uterus, at the fame time placing the face and © 
fore-parts of the child towards the back of 
the mother. When I brought down the feet 
of the child, the waters contained in the 
Uterus, \lued out with great force along my 
arm to the quantity of thie or four quarts. 
I then brought the legs without the Os Exter- 
num, and the fcarf {kin ftripped all of. After 
wrapping a cloth round them, I endeavoured 
to bring along the thighs and breech; but 
could not move them farther., I pulled with 
greater force, but found the legs were like 
‘to feparate from the thighs. Tothen inte. 
duced the fingers of my left hand along the 
back- -part of. the Pelvis, and found the big - 
nefs of the belly was the principal obftacle. 
With my right I introduced the fciflars, and 
pierced it ia the points, on which a good 
deal of rarefied air, and waters were .dif- 
charged. After dilating the points to enlarge 
the opening, I brought them down, and in- 
troduced the fingers of my left hand into the 
aperture; with thefe I got a firm hold over 
the Os Pudis of the Fetus, and within the 
Jbdomen. By pulling at this, and with my 
right 
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right hand at the legs, the breech was brought 
without the Os Externum ; but then I found 
it was feparating at the Vertebra of the 
loins, from the body of the child. I then 
refted a minute or two, and introduced the 
fingers of my left hand up to the breaft of 
the child. With my right I pafied up the 
point of the crotchet, sil fixing it there, 
tore open the breaft and ribs; but 3 in pulling 
at the crotéhet with my right, and at the 
breech with my left,'-the laft was pulled from 
the upper part of the body. I found on 
tearing open the breaft, that a large quan- 
tity of water and blood were evacuated. The 
hold of the crotchet giving way, I tried to fix 
it higher; but every part tore fo eafy, that I 
could not bring down the body. I then was 
obliged to take out the crotchet and reft a 
little, for my hands and arms began to be 
cramped and enervated. After recovering a 
little from the fatigue, I introduced my right 
hand into the Uterus, and tracing up to the 
fhoulders, brought down one of the arms. 

I attempted to fix a noofe over the wrift, but 

it was fo flippery and the body fo high, that I 
could not get within the Os Externum. Lagain 
introduced my hand, and was for a little while 
at a lofs how to proceed to deliver the body 
and head to the beft advantage, becaufe every 
part tore fo foon where I fixed the crotchet. 
2 2 With- 
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Without bringing down the body, I tried to 
pufh it up and bring in the head: but this 


| ~ laft was fo large and- flippery, that I could 


not turn it down fo as to get the hind, or 
upper part to prefent. 

Being again fatigued by thefe fruitlefs en-- 
deavours, I was obliged to intermit. I then 
refolved to fix the crotchet ; for which end 
I introduced my left hand up to the fhoul- 
ders, and with my right got the point fixed 
fo firm above one of them and the clavicle, - 
that it did not give way, but brought it down 
into the Pelvis, and without the Os Exter- _ 
num. I pulled flowly and with caution, left 

a fepar ation fhould happen at the neck, and 
then it would have been more difficult to de- 
liver the head. 

After I had got the fhoulders without the 
Os Externum, I again refted that my ftrength 
fhould not be too much exhaufted. I intro , 
duced two of the fingers of my right hand 
into ‘the child’s mouth, which was a little 
to the left fide of the Os Sacrum, and above 
the brim of the Pe/vis, and with my left 
hand, I pulled at the fhoulders which were 
wrapped.in a cloth. Finding the head did 
not move, and that both the under jaw and 
neck were giving way, l’again defifted. I 
now introduced the fingers of my right hand, 
up to the face and forehead, and with my 

left 
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left paffed the crotchet up betwixt them, till 
I could find the point above the crown of 
the head. Having .brought down my right, 
Ithen took held of the handle of the crot- 
chet with it, and the fhoulders with my 
left. I tried feveral times, 1f the crotchet 
had a firm hold, and gradually increafed the | 
force of pulling, by which means I brought 
the head down into the Pe/vis, and luckily 
delivered it: the crotchet had fixed near to 
the crown of the head, and had tore open 
the fkull, from that ‘part thro’ the fontanel 
_ to the bones of the forehead. Atthis large | 
opening, the brain was fqueezed out, the 
head collapfed, and came down with greater 
eafe. 1 was afterwards obliged, with a good 
deal of trouble, to feparate the Placenta 
which adhered firmly to the fore-part of the 
Uterus: but could not effect the feparation 
till I turned her on her left fide. One thing 
was remarkable, and affifted me much, at 
leaft it prevented a greater fatigue. Every 
time LT introduced my hand into the Urerus, 
— T found it ftill kept from contracting on the 
child, by fome waters that remained; for al- 
though a vaft quantity came off at firft; yet 
when I brought down my hand, the parts of © 
the child prefled fo clofe down, that there 
was {till fome detained. My greateft fatigue 
was occafioned by my being obliged fo often 
| X 3 to 


\ 
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to pull down and puth up my hands; as 
well as by the flipping of the body and 
crotchet. If I had taken the firft method I 
defigned to follow, the difficulty I believe 
would have been much the fame; for, as the 
woman was weak, the pains would not have 
forced the head into the Pe/vis, even after 
the membranes were broke, and the bulk of 
the waters evacuated. Befides, as the head 
was large, and the hairy {fcalp fwelled, the 
Forceps could not have brought it down, 
The only advantage would have been after 
the head was opened, and extracted with the 


crotchet, that the fhoulders could have been — 


eafier tore down with the inftrument, than 
the belly, opened in the fame manner ; after 
which there would have been no danger, as 
in the other way, of leaving the head behind. 
Vide Collect. 33. No. 1. Cafe 4. © 


CASE XX. and Supplement to CASE 
7 XI. 


A cafe of flooding before delivery ; of turn-— 
ing the child, bringing it by the feet, and 
the head obftructed by an Hydrocephalus. 
25th Oétober 174.7% 

A woman near her full time, of her fecond 
child was taken with a difcharge of blood 
from the Uterus, which continued to drain 
for eight or ten days. She was by misfor- 

tunes 
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tunes reduced to low circumftances, and had 
— fuckled her firft child, till, within three wecks 
of this labour. ‘lt then died, and her grief 
joined to the fhock of a fudden furprize 16eh 
after, was perhaps the occafion of bia aie 
on the flooding. 

When called to her, I found her pulfe low 
and weak, though not frequent. She had no’ 
labour pains; but had been attacked with 
frequent vomitings, which had helped to di- 
late the Os Uter?. On examining, I found 
the head of the child prefenting with the 
membranes and waters; the Os Urer7 foft and 
pretty much dilated. As fhe had loft a great 
quantity of blood, and there was no aes 
pect of right labour pains, I thought it fafer 
for the woman and child, to deliver directly 
by turning, and bringing by the feet, efpe- 
cially, after fhe had told me, that fhe had 
been delivered eafily of the firft child. I had 
little difficulty in introducing my hand into 
the Uterus, and as the membranes had not 
been broke, I eafily pufhed up the head, and 
brought along the legs and body. After I 
had turned the belly of the child to the 
mother’s back, and a quarter more, I then 
brought down the legs, body, fhoulders, and 
arms. I now introduced a finger into the 
mouth, and expected, as fhe had an eafy la- 
bour before, to have delivered the head with 

X 4 little 
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little difficulty ; having tried every fafe me- _ 
thod, firft to bring the forehead into the hol- — 
low of the Os Sacrum, by pulling the body both. _ : 
upwards and downwards, likewife from fide 
to fide; then endeavoured to move the face firft 
to one fide, then to the other; all my efforts 
proved ineffectual. I exerted greater force, 
and continued to encreafe it till I found the 
neck and mouth begin to give way; I then 
declared that I could not poffibly fave the 
child. I introduced my left hand along the 
fide of the child’s head, until my fingers 
pafied the Os Uterz, along which I introduced 
a curved crotchet with its point bearing clofe 
along the head to the upper part, and moved 
it backwards to bring the convex part over 
the forehead. This being done, I fixed the 
point into the upper part above the forehead ; 
then pulled flowly to find if it had a fufficient 
hold. When I was certain of this, I pulled 
with greater force, and found the bones of 
the fkull collapfing, and a quantity of wa- 
ters come along: the forehead came eafily 
down into the hollow of the Os Sacrum, and 
was delivered. immediately without tearing 
the parts of the woman. The Userus con- 
tracted fo ftrongly, that the Placenta with, 
very little pulling at the Funs, was pufhed 
down into the Havina) and eafily delivered, 
The flooding ceafed immediately, and the 
; woman 
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woman bore the — better than [ 
reRpecred ns 39 ; 

The child’s head was about a Hird larger 
than common, and it was remarkable chat: 
the fontanel and futures were no otherwife 
than in a found head, the firft no larger, and 
‘all the bones were clofe to one another: in 
general when the head is dropfical, the bones 
are ftretched from one another more or lefs, 
according to the quantity contained. Dr. 
Brifoan examined the head next day, and 
_ poured thro’ a funnel no lefs then a quart 
or three pints of water at the opening, which 
had been made with the crotchet into the 
head; the whole cerebrum and cerebellum 
were found. The point of the crotchet was 
fixed at the fide of the fontanel, which it had 
perforated. This aperture allowed the waters 


_. to difcharge; the head to leflen, and come 


along. The woman feemed to be in a good 
way for feveral days, during which the doctor 
attended her, and prefcribed fome medicines 
to help her to reft, and fweat; but fhe being 
mifmanaged and neglected by ee nurfe, was 
thrown into a fever, and died about the 
eighteenth or twentieth day. 


CASE 
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CASE XxXI. and a Supplement to 
CASE XI. 


The head prefented prematurely; the child — 
brought footling, and delivered with the 
crotchet, in a letter from Mr. 4— dated — 
B— 1750. | 
He was called to a woman, who had been 

in a lingering labour three or four days. 

Although fhe had now and then fainting 

fits, yet her pulfe was regular and ftrong: 

the head prefented fair, but very high; which | 
made him refolve to turn the child, and bring 
it by the feet: this required great force; and 
after the body and arms were delivered, he 
was obliged at laft to exert great force in 
extracting the head with the crotchet. He 
fays, he abundantly repented the attempt- 
ing to turn, and deliver footling, and wifh- 
ed he had waited longer, as the woman 
did not feem to be in fuch danger as to 
require an immediate delivery. He reflected, 
that by waiting, perhaps he might have fuc- 
ceeded with the forceps, and if they had fail- 
ed, and the woman been in danger, it would 
have been fafer for her, efpecially as the 
child was large, and the PeAus narrow, to 
have diminifhed the bulk .of the head, rather 
than run the rifk of her life, by fo great 

force being ufed; for although fhe did re- . 

cover, 
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cover, it was with great difficulty, and what 
he auc not expect. | 


CASE’ “xx, : 


TA: shee much of.the fame eds “the child 
delivered in the fame manner as the fore- 
going. Ina letter from the above gentle- 
man in 1752. 


\ 


The woman had been in labour all the 
day before, and the waters had come off fe- 
veral hours before he was called. The head 
refted over the Os Pudis ; and the pains were 
almoft entirely gone off. Having laid her on 
her fide, and raifed her hip higher than her 
fhoulders, he eafily introduced his hand into 
the Uterus, and brought down the legs and 
body of the child ; but after many repeated 
trials, and exerting great force, he could not 
deliver the head. Thus foiled he was obliged 
to introduce the crotchet, which he teen on 
the left parietal-bone, near the fagittal fu- 
ture; and at laft, not without fome difficulty, 
delivered the head. The child was very large, 
and the Pe/vis narrow, from the proj jection 
of the upper part of the Sacrum, and the 
make of the bones at the fymphifis of the 
Os Pubis. The Placenta adhered to the fore- 
part of the Urerus. The woman recovered 
very well, 

| He 
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He writes, that perhaps I would cenfurehim 
for conduéting the operation after this man- 
ner, when he knew what fort of Pelvis he — 
had to— deal with ; as he could not tell but 4 
that the head was not only large, but alfo — 
too much offified, to yield to the paflage. — 
He was in hopes, by the cautions which he © 
ufed, to deliver without the application of the 
crotchet, efpecially as he found he could turn 
the child with fo great eafe. Vzde Collect, 
34.1 No:.2, Cale-17. 


C A.8 Be 2X 


A third cafe from the fame gentleman, of the 
like nature; the child delivered alfo with 
the crotchet, in 1753. 


He writes me, he was fent for to a woe 
man about midnight. The midwife ac- 
quainted him, that after the waters broke, 
though the pains were {trong and forcing, 
the head did not advance, but refted on the — 
Os Pubs; that fhe often endeavoured to dif- 
engage it, but to no purpofe; fhe therefore 
tried te turn it, but failed in the attempt, 
and had brought down a hand, which with 
the head was firmly locked in’ the paflage. 
Upon examination he found the child fituat- 
ed as above, and the Pe/us very narrow, 
from the jetting in of the Jaft lumbal Vertebra, 
and the upper part of the Sacrum. 

Having © 


CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 317° 


~ Having properly placed her, he endea- 
voured to raife the head; but could not 
make it yield in the leaft: then he attempted | 

to flip his hand on one fide; for, though it 
was clofely jammed between the Os Pubis — 
and Sacrum, there was room on each fide of 
the Pelvis, but neither could he fucceed in 
this endeavour. He now caufed the patient 

to be turned on her knees and elbows; and 
with much difficulty introduced his hand; 
but was feveral times obliged to withdraw 
it for eafe, the great preflure cramping him 
fo as to render him incapable of reaching 
the feet. In this fituation he hardly knew 
how to act. ‘The head was not only very 
high up, but did not prefent fair enough 
for the crotchet; and the contraction was fo 
ftrong, he almoft defpaired of bringing down 
the feet. However, as he thought this the 
~ moft probable way of relieving the patient, 
_he once more attempted it, and after much 
difficulty fo far fucceeded as to bring down 
one foot, and fix the noofe on it. He then 
brought down the other, and joining them 
together, extracted as far as to the cheft, and 
reached the left arm; the right being engaged 
with the head gave him fome trouble, and he 
{napped the humerus in extracting it: but 
this gave him lefs concern as there was no 
pulfation in the Fuas, The arms being 
7 ick down, 


& 
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down, a principal difficulty (the head) fill 
remained.. He introduced a finger into the 
mouth, and had- very near diflocated the _ 
neck; it was fo faft locked that he could 
gain, no ground. He therefore infinuated a 
crotchet, by which he delivered it, in a fhort 
time. 

He left the poor woman without any Rees 
of her recovery. She indeed recruited a little 
about fix or eight hours after: but died that. 
day or the following. | | 

The two firft cafes from Mr. 4. were both 
badly conduéted, and inferted as a caution 
to others to wait with more patience. 


C,. ASS CHO XOEVS 


A preternatural cafe: the child delivered with 
_ the affiftance of the crotchet, from Mr. 
Charles Chorley of Sankey, Lancafhire, May 


L753. 

I was fent for to d/hton near Wigan by a 
furgeon, to din Marfh, called the little dwarf, 
about one yard nine inches in height, aged 
thirty-nine years. The midwife told me, 
fhe had been four days in labour of her firft 
child; that the leg had been without the 
birth twelve hours, and the patient had now 
no pains. © I found the heel towards the Pu- 
bis, and the Scrotum hanging out much 
{welled. 

After 
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After ufing a great deal of force, I raifed 
the body of. the chile: which gave me more 
room to introduce my ‘finger betwixt the 
thigh that was ftill up and the body. I at 
laft, by taking time and ufing all my ftrength, 
got the Bee): delivered as far as the thoul- 
ders. 

Perceiving the Scaiaia of the Sternum 
driven inwards by the jetting forward of the 
Vertebra of the mother’s loins, I brought 
down the arms. I made an incifion with the 
- {ciffars, at the backpart of the child’s neck, 
_ to introduce the curved crotchet within the 
_Foramen Magnum; but to no purpofe: after 
_ this, I made another opening on the right 
fide of the neck, feparating the {kin with my 
finger, higher up than the ear, which formed 
a fafe canula to receive the point of the 
crotchet, and defend the mother from being 
injured, 

Introducing the crotchet I tore open the 
-fkull, and as the head leffened I delivered the 

fame: the woman recovered very well, 


COL 
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C10 nb & G@2.1.0 N XXXVI 
[Vide Vol. I. Book III. Ch. IV. Sie 5: No. 2.] 


Cafes in which the head was left either 
in the Yagina or Userus, and where 
the body was delivered and feparated 
from the fame. 

Lee Anatomical PiBneS Tab. XXXVI. ds 


CASE I. 


Phe body pulled from the head, and left in. 
the Vagina, 1724. Whton. 

A midwife, who had never had any edu- 
cation, and who had formerly vaunted, that 
fhe always did her own work, and would 
never call in man to her affiftance, was called 
to a cafe, in which the child prefented wrong. 
After fhe had, with great difficulty, brought 
down the body, fhe could not deliver the 
head, from the woman’s being of a {mall fize, 
and the child large. During the time of her 
making thefe trials, the hufband fent in 

great hafte for me. Inthe mean time, when 
the midwife found that her endeavours were 
in vain, fhe refted, to recover from her fa- 
tigue, and told thofe who were prefent, that , 


fhe 


: 
) 
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fhe would now wait for the affiftance of the 
woman’s pains. One of the fervants feeing 


me at a diftance, went in in a hurry, and — 
_ told her I was come. She not knowing that 


I was called, fell to work immediately, and 


pulled at the child with great force and vio- 
“lence. Finding, as fhe imagined, the child 
coming along, fhe called out, that now the 


had got the better of him. The neck at that 
inftant feparating, the body was pulled from 
the head, and fhe fell down on the floor. 


_ As fhe attempted to rife, one of the affiftants-- 
told her that it wanted the head; a circum- 
ftance that fhocked her fo much, (being a 


woman of a violent difpofition) that fhe was 
immediately feized with faintings and convul- 
fions, and obliged to be put to bed in another 


room. I juft then arrived, and was furprifed 


to find the houfe in fuch confufion. 
After being informed of what had hap- 


pened, I found that the woman’s pulfe was 


pretty good, and that there had been no dif- 
charge of blood from the Urerus, but what 
came now was only from the child’s head, 


_ which, to my great joy, I found lying in the 


Vagina and Pelvis. I let her lie a little, to 
recover of the former fatigue; then examin- 
ing more particularly, I found part of the 
fkin of the neck without the Os Externym. 
After Thad put her in a fupine pofition, I 

Vou, IIL. ¥ '< Intros. 
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introduced the fingers of my left hand, and 
found the mouth at the right fide, and lower ~ 
part of the Sacrum. Introducing two of my 


fingers into it, I tried with that hold to bring — 


along the head: but finding that this would ~ 
not be fufficient, and being afraid that the — 
under jaw would feparate, if I ufed greater — 
force, ] pufhed up my fingers farther, and — 
along the face, and with my right hand in- © 
troduced the crotchet to the upper part of the — 
forehead. Here I fixed it, and again taking 
the former hold in the mouth with my fin- © 
gers, by pulling with them and the crotchet, 
i delivered the head much eafier than I ex- ~ 
pected. After having extracted the Placenta, — 
and put the woman into an eafier pofition in 
bed, I went and recovered the midwife, by 
giving her fome volatile {pirits in water. | 
‘The child appeared to have been dead feveral — 
days; and I was perfuaded, that if the neck 
had not given way, but had ftood another 
pull, the head had been delivered. 
This accident was lucky for me, and ren- 
dered the midwife more tractable for the 
future. 


GASES 
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“ OVA'S Ee IL. 
The head left in the Userus, from the body’s 


being much mortified, and the forehead to 
the Pudis. Carlouck, 1727. 


_ The breech of the child prefented, with 
the thighs to the Puds, and the body was 
‘forced down with the labour pains; but the 
midwife not ‘knowing how to turn the fore- 
parts of the child to the back-parts of the 
Uterus, brought it along as it prefented. The 
child being pretty large, fhe ufed a good deal | 
of force to deliver the head, which not being 
fofficient, fhe fixed a cloth over the fhoulders, 
and got one of the byftanders to affift her, by 
pulling with greater force; by which the 
body was feparated from the head. In con- 
fequence of this'accident, I was immediately 
called. I found the greateft part of the head 
—ftill above the Pe/fvis. The midwife told me, 
fhe was in hopes that the woman’s pains 
would’ have delivered it before I came; but 
that now they had quite left her, and that a 
flooding was begun. The woman’s pulfe 
was a little funk. I examined the body, and 
found that the child had been dead at leaft 
ten or twelve days; the fcari-{kin was livid, 

and fome of it {tripped off; and the woman 
had not felt it move or ie during that time. 

After encouraging her, and giving her fome 
¥ 2 oe warm 
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warm wine and water, and putting her in a 
fupine pofition, I introduced my right hand 
into the Vagina, and raifed the head above 
the brim of the Pe/vs; then turned it, and 
brought in the upper part of it to prefent, — 
with the face backwards, and a little to the | 
left fide. This being effected, I ordered an 
affiftant to prefs on the belly with both 
hands, to keep down the Uterus and head in 
that pofition; then opening the head with 
the {ciffars, I went up along the forehead 
and face, introduced the blunt hook with 
my other hand, and fixed the point in the 
mouth, which was now turned towards the 
Fundus. I now withdrew my right hand, 
took hold of the handle of the blunt crotch- 
et or hook, and introduced the fingers of my 
left hand into the opening. With thefe two- 
holds I gradually brought down the head, — 
and delivered it flowly, though with “fome- 
difficulty. The Placenta, which was partly 
feparated, followed foon after. The head, 
in this operation, flipped feveral times before 
I got it right turned, to prefent with the up- 
per part. 1 alfo had fome difficulty in keep- 
ing the head fteady, fo as to perforate the 
fame with the fciflars, by which both my 
hands were pretty much cramped and wearied. 


4. CASE 
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"CASH. II. 


A cafe of the fame kind as the former, but 
more difficult, from the parts being much 
{welled, and the Pe/vis a little diftorted. 
1729. : 

The head was feparated much in the fame 
manner as in the foregoing cafe, but the 
face was to the right fide. The head was kept 
high up, from the Pe/vis being narrow, and 
the body was eafier feparated, from being 
much mortified. I was not fent for to this 
woman, till about twenty-four hours after 
the feparation, the midwife afluring them 
that the pains would be fufficient to deliver 
the head; but the woman growing weaker, 
and there being a fmall difcharge of blood, 
which now began to increafe, I was fent 
ee : 

As the external parts were pretty much 
fwelled, I with difficulty introduced my hand 
into the Vagina, and pufhing up the head, 
turned down the upper part, as in the for- 
mer cafe; but the tafk was rendered much 
harder, from the narrownefs of the Pe/vis, 
and the Placenta’s lying loofe at the back 
part of the Urerus; this I was obliged to 
bring down before I could place the head in 
the right pofition. After [ had opened the 
head, I. could not fix the blunt hook, as in 

sg the 
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the former cafe; but got a pretty firm hold 
at the fore-part of the ear; and luckily the 
head not being very large, I brought it gra- 
dually lower, as the Ceredrum evacuated, and 
at laft delivered it. The point of the crotchet 


flipped twice in pulling ; but the third time I © 
got a good hold in the outward corner of the @ 


left orbit of the eye. 
CASE IV. 


The body feparated from the head by inci- 
fion; the woman turned of forty ; the Pe/- 


vis Narrow. 1752. 


The arm of the Fetus prefented. The 
midwife fent for a gentleman in the neigh — 


bourhood, who | fpractifed | midwifery. He 


was fo fatigued by the time that he got the © 
child turned, and the body delivered, that — 
he was not able to extract the head. In this © 


fituation he called Mr. Steed of Guy’s hofpital, | 
who tried feveral times to deliver the head in ~ 


the manner defcribed in Collect. XXXI. He 


afterwards endeavoured to introduce the cur- | 


ved crotchet, and to fix it on the upper part 
of the child’s head, but was prevented by the 


narrownels of the Pelwrs, which cramped _ 


and fatigued his hand fo, that he was not 
able to fix it. After the other gentleman and 


he had tried this laft method feveral times, — 


and found the head lie fo very hi ugh, that the 
fhoul. 


{ 
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fhoulders prevented their going up fofficient- 
ly with their hands to guide the inftrument, 
they at laft refolved to feparate the body from 
the head; an operation which one of the 
gentlemen performed with an incifion knife, 
‘at the lower part of the neck, betwixt the 
fixth and feventh Vertebra. Again they at- 
tempted to fix the crotchet ; when this did 
not fucceed, they tried to pufh up the head, 
fo as to turn down the Vertex, and open it 
with the fciffars, and then to extract with the 
crotchet, asin the former cafes: but being both 
again fatigued, they were obliged to defiit, and 
fent for me; and in the mean time defired 
the woman might be kept quiet in bed. 

After having placed her ina fupine pofi- 
tion, I introduced my left hand into the Va- 
gina, then raifed the head, fo as to gain ad- 
miffion into the Uferus. In doing this, I... 
found that the difficulty in the head’s com-_ 
Ing along proceeded from the Pe/vs being 
diftorted ; and that the upper part of the Os 
Sacrum, and laft Vertebra of the loins jetted 

confiderably forwards. 

| Having found the mouth, I introduced a fin- 
ger into it, and bringing it downwards, turn- 
ed the forehead to the right fide, at the brim 
of the Peds; then tracing up with my fingers 
along the face and forehead of the child, 
while an afliftant preffed gently with both 


wr 
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hands on the Abdomen of the woman, I tried 
to introduce one of the curved crotchets; but 
finding that the Pud:s prevented me from in- 
finuating it far enough up in this pofition, I 
turned her to her left fide, and again intro- 
duced my left hand inthe fame manner. Be- — 
twixt this and the child’s head, I flipped up ~ 
the crotchet with my right hand, having the 
head grafped in the Uterus with my left, my — 
fore and middle fingers being placed on the — 
right parietal bone, near the Vertex. 1 fixed — 
the point of my crotchet into this part, and 
after I found that I had tore open the fkull, — 
and that the crotchet had a firm hold, I — 
withdrew my hand. Fixing again the fore 
and middle fingers into the mouth, and my 
thumb below the chin, I began to pull with © 
both hands, wz. at the under jaw with my 
left, and at the crotchet with my right; but 
finding that it required a good deal of force, ° 
T pulled at firft in a flow and cautious man- 
ner, that as the crotchet tore open the bones, 
I might allow time for the brain to evacuate, 
and the head, to diminifh in its bulk. I ex- 
erted the greateft force at the crotchet, and 
only a little at the under jaw, for fear of 
tearing it off, and lofing that hold, which 
is of great advantage to keep the head fteady. 
By increafing the force at intervals, the head 
began to advance lower and lower. When I 
had 


/ 
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had brought it down into the Pelvis, I direét- 
ed the affiftants to lay the patient in the fu- 
pine pofition; then I turned the forehead 
from the right J/chium backwards to the con- 
cave, and lower part of the Sacrum; and 
ftanding up, pulled the head upwards, in a 
femicircular manner, from below the Pudis. 
One lucky circumftance attended this cafe ; 
the woman had no flooding during the 
whole time, and endured all thefe efforts 
with great refolution. Finding that the P/a- 
centa cid not ina little time come down, I 
introduced my hand into the Userus, and 
found the part where the head was lodged 
fill pretty open. At the upper part of it I 
perceived the middle of the Uterus, contract- 
ed in form of an hour-glafs, below the Pi- 
centa, which adhered to the Fundus. I infie 
nuated the fingers of my right hand gradual- 
ly into this contracted part, while at the 


fame time I prefled my left hand on the 44- 


domen, to keep down the Urerus. After it 
was fully ftretched, fo as to allow my hand 
to pafs, I gradually feparated and extracted 
the Placenta, which was adhering firmly to 
the Uzerus. 

When we examined the head, we found 
the crotchet had fixed on the right Bregma, 
and had made an opening about- two inches 
long, down towards the temple. In operat- 

ing, 
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ing, I triéd to fix’ it nearer the Vertex, on 


the Sagittal Suture, but the head being flip-’ 


pery, and difficult to keep in a firm pofition, 
I was glad to fix it in that part. Indeed I 


imagined it was fixed higher, and the open- | 


ing much larger, till the head was examined, 

‘The woman, although fhe was much ex- 
haufted by undergoing the fatigue of thefe fe- 
veral trials, yet at laft recovered much fooner 
_ and better than expectation. © 

When I was called, [as fuch cafes happen 
but very feldom] I carried along with me 
a pair of the long forceps, bent to’ one fide, 
Ammands net, Leveret's tire-téte, and a pair 
of curved crotchets: But finding the difficul- 
pe proceed from a narrow Pelvis, and that 
the head muft firft be opened, and lefiened 
in bulk, before it could pats, the curved 
crotchets feemed the moft fimple, and effec- 
tual inftrument. If this had failed, then it 
might have been proper to turn down, and 
- open the Vertex with the {ciffars, and ortinet 


the head with the crotchets. The curved 


kind feem better adapted for this purpofe 
than either the ‘{treight kind or blunt hook, 
to be ufed either with or without the fheath. 
Dr. Hunter was prefent, and affifted at this 
operation. [Vide my Anatomical Figures, 
Table XXXVI. which was drawn to Tay 
this cafe.] 

This 


eS a 
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- This fhould be a caution to practitioners, 
never to feparate the body from the head, if 
poffible to deliver without ufing that expedi- | 
ent; but to wait with patience (when the 
child cannot be faved) the efforts of the 
pains, efpecially if the woman is notin ablo- 
lute danger; for the head 1s much eafier de- 


livered with the crotchet, when not feparated 


from the body. 
| CAS BAY: 


‘The head feparated, and left in the Uterus; 


in aletter from Mr. 4. dated E. 1748. 


.- Another practitioner was called by a mid- 
wife, toa woman of a delicate and tender 
conftitution. She had been a whole day in 
{trong labour before the membranes broke ; 
the pains, after that, abated, and in two 
days the head did not advance, 

He found the Os Ufer7 fully open, and the 
forehead of the child towards the Pwdss, 
With great difficulty he turned the child, 
and brought down the legs and body; but 
in ufing all his force to deliver the head, 
both the jaw and neck gave way. Being much 
fatigued, and the Userus ftrongly contract- 


‘ed, he could not introduce his fingers to 


the head, fo as to fix the crotchet. Having 
fent for my correfpondent, he, after repeat- | 


ed trials, at Jaft got his fingers into the orbit, 


where 
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where he fixed the crotchet, and delivered 
the head, which was large. The Sutures 
were firm, and the Pe/vis was narrow. The 
patient feemed to be in a fair way of reco- 
very for the next two days ; but imprudently 
fitting up too long, and drinking heating li- 
quors, fhe fevered, and died the fixth day af. 
ter delivery, without any complaint from the 
feverity of the labour. 


CASE VI 


The head left in the Uterus; in a letter from 
Mr. Cadby, dated Blandford, 1748. 


He was called to a cafe, in which the mid- 
wife had pulled the body of the child from 
the head, which was leftin the Uterus. This 
he immediately delivered, by fixing the curv- 
ed crotchet on the head, and his fingers in the 
child’s mouth, 

In Mr. Giffard’s cafes in midwifery, Cafe 
69th defcribes the head of a Fetus, fix 
months old, left in the Urerus, and delivered 
with the hand. 

Mont. Lamotte, Book III. Chap. 23. has a 
cafe of the head’s being left in the Userws, the 
body having been delivered, and tore from 
the head' with great force. And in the laft 
cafe of the Supplement to. his treatife, there 
is a cafe, in which another gentleman could 
not deliver the head, which was feparated 


from 
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from the body, and left in the Urerus. Ne-. 
verthelefs, he went to bed; and the firft 
news he heard in the morning was, that the 
head was delivered by the mere affliftance of 
nature. | 

Dr. Grange of Hatfield told me of a cafe, 
in which he and Mr. Wilfon of Enfield were 
fatigued a whole day in delivering a head, 
which was fo flippery, that for a long time 
they were not able to open, or fix an inftru- 
ment upon it. He was convinced, that if 
they had had the inftruments mentioned in 
Cafe 4th, the operation would have been 
more eafily performed. 


COL- 


COL lL E-CiTepOn, O4Cxy be 
[Vide Vol. I, Book 3. Chap. 5. Seat. x.] 


Cafes of two or more children, deliver- 
ed at one birth. 


SOc SyboeT 


The firft child prefented with the Fontanel; 
but the membranes of the fecond were 
pufhed down before the membranes of the 
firft. Both children prefented with the 

— head 1753. 


_I was befpoke to attend this patient, who 
was of a delicate and tender conftitution, 
and had fuffered much ina former labour. 
I was called to her in the evening, and 
' found the Os Userz but very little open. The 
head of the child prefented; but the pains 
were weak and feldom. Expecting that it 
would be tedious and lingering, as the for- 
mer, I fent for Mrs. Maddox, my midwife, 
to attend her, who was to call me when fhe 
found the woman near delivery. I was fum- 
moned in about two hours, and found the 
Os Utert largely open, and the membranes 
pufhed down without the Os Externum, 
which had an uncommon feel. When I in- 
troduced my finger into the Vagina, 1 felt 

thefe 
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thefe membranes and waters as coming down 
at the fide of the head. As the mouth of ‘ 
the womb was largely opened, and _thefe 
membranes, with only a fmall quantity of 
waters, were hanging loofe without the ex-. 
ternal parts, I pulled them away; but touch- 
ing in the next pain, I found another fet of 
membranes, and waters, {till before the 
head. I alfo felt through them, ‘that the 
Fontanel prefented; and by the Sutures, that 
‘the forehead was to the left fide, and the 
Vertex to the right. Being afraid that this 
 pofition would occafion a tedious labour, I 
_ puthed up the forehead, that the Vertex might 
advance; in doing which, the membranes 
broke, and the head immediately was forced 
down tothe lower part of the Pe/vis, In 
_ two or three pains more, although the Fon- 
_tanel full prefented in the middle, yet the 
child being fmall, the face and forehead 
turned backwards to the concave part of the 
Sacrum, and the Vertex turned out below the - 
- Pubis, and was foon delivered. After I had 
tied, and cut the Fuazs, and given the child 
to an affliftant, I examined, to find if the 
Placenta was coming down; but inftead of 
‘that, the head of another child prefented; 
and as I felt no waters or membranes before 
it, concluded that thofe were its membranes 
which came firft down. The Vertex pre- 
: a fenting ; 


336 CASES in MIDWIFERY, 


fenting ; the patient having frefh pains, and 
‘not weakened by the former labour; the- 
membranes being broke, and the waters 
gone, it would have been imprudent here to 
turn the child, and bring it footling, as I 
commonly ufed to do in other cafes, where 
the membranes were not broke. On this 
occafion, I did not mention that there was a 
fecond child, left. the woman fhould have 
been uneafy; but faid, that I commonly 
waited to fee if the “Placenta would come 
down flowly with the after-pains: and the 
fecond child being delivered foon after, gave 
great joy to the mother, as well as to the af- — 
fiftants. The two Placentas came likewife 
down gradually in one cake. 


C:A SE IF 


The fir’ child ddlivered’ with: Hedigdouc ly 
pains; the fecond being larger, delivered — 
with the forceps. 1749. ¥ 


When called to this cafe, I was informed 
by the midwife, that fhe had delivered the 
woman fafely of the frit child, which came 
in the natural way, about fix hours ago. She 
faid there was a fecond child, which lay at 
firft fo high, that fhe could not diftinguifh 
whether it came right or wrong, till the wo- ~ 
man had frefh pains, which increafed, and 
grew ftronger in about three or four hours 

after 
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after. the firft child was delivered. Thefe 


forced down, and broke the membranes; 
although the pains had been frequent and 
ftrong, and the head pretty low down, it was 
ftill fomehow retarded. 

I examined, and found that the right ear 
prefented; that the face was towards the left. 
fide of the Pelvis; and thatthe right Bregma 
_ yrefted on the Pudzs. During the next pain, 1, 
introduced my hand intothe Vagina, and pufh- 
ed up the head at the-left fide. As the pain 
continued, and increafed, 1 withdrew my 
hand, and the Vertex was immediately pufh- 
ed down to the lower part of the right J/chz~ 
um. Being then called to another patient, I 
left the woman to the care of the midwife,. 
expecting fhe would foon be delivered with 
the labour pains. In about two hours I was 
again called, and found the head much in 
the fame fituation as when I left her. v/z. the 
forehead to the upper part of the left I/chzum, 
the Occiput to the under part of the right, 
and the left ear at the Puéss. The midwife 
told me, that fhe had {feveral {trong pains af- 
ter I went- away, but that now they were... 
grown weaker. She alfo faid, that there | 


was a’pretty large fhew at times, and feem-  ~ 


ed apprehenfive of a flooding coming on. +I 


then caufed her to be placed in a fide pofi- > . , 


Vou. III. | te tion, 
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tion, and delivered the child with the forceps, 
as defcribed in Collect. XXVIII. Vol. IT. 

I found at firft the delivery was retarded by 
the wrong pofition of the head; when that 
was remedied, another difficuley proceeded 
from the Userus being contracted before the — 
fhoulders, and the Funis furrounding the — 
neck threé times; which laft I difentangled, — 
by flipping it over the head, after 1t was de- — 
livered. This fecond child, contrary to moft — 
cafes of twins that I have attended, was much ; 


_ larger than the firft. 


The Placentas formed one cake. A cafe of © 
the fame kind fucceeded in the fame manner ~ 
with Mr: Palmer of Bath, when he attended ~ 
_ my lectures. 


| © AS lee 3 
Both children prefented in the natural way; 
the firft child delivered with the labour 
pains; the fecond turned, and brought 
‘footling. 1749. 


I was befpoke, and called to a gentlewo- 
man in labour, who had been very weak 
and low for many months, and much ema- 
ciated, from a Spina Ventofa in her knee; fo 
that every body was furprifed at her being 
with child. She was delivered in a few pains 
after I arrived. -While I was employed in 

, tying 
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tying and dividing the Funzs, fhe told me, 
that the motion of the child had been differ. 
ent for the laft fourteen days, from what it 
had been before; that in the laft fortnight 

fhe had felt it low down, and on the right 


fide ; whereas, before that time the had per-> 
ceived it ftir higher up, and at both fides. 
After delivery, the laid her hand upon the 


Abdomen, and called out that it was ftill very. 
big. I then examined for the Placenta, and 
found the membranes, waters, and head of 


another child prefenting. Without faying 
-any thing of the matter, I flipped my hand 
up into the Usrerus, broke the membranes, 


and after getting my hand within them, 


_ turned the child, and delivered it by the feet. 


By its being very livid, and the fcarf-fkin 
eafily {tripping off, it appeared to have been 
dead for the {pace of a fortmght. The Pia- 
centas formed two diftinct cakes. : 


nae Gate ot IV. 


7 Two children prefented together 3 ; one with 


the head, and the others with the feet; 

1749. 

A woman who had bore children before, 
and was come near to her full time, fell in 


labour about fourteen days after fhe had - 


.. been frightened by the fecond fhock of the 


earthquake, which happened that year. The 
“ 2 midwife 
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midwife telling the hufband, that there was 
fomething uncommon in his wife’s cafe, and 
I being 1mmediately called, fhe told me that 
fhe certainly found two children prefenting 
at once, and was afraid that they might en- 
tangle and interrupt one another in the paf- 
fage; that the head of the one prefented, 
which fhe fufpected was dead, from the fkin 


of the head feeling foft and pappy, and the — 


bones of the fkull loofe within the integu- 
ments: that the legs of the other prefented, 
which fhe was certain was alive, from feeling 
the child move them. 


No fooner had the midwife given me this © 


information, than the patient was attacked 
with a very ftrong pain, and the midwife was 
’ defired to make hafte into the room, for that 
the would certainly have work immediately ; 


accordingly fhe had juft time to receive the firft — 


child, that prefented with the head: it was 
dead, as the midwife foretold, and appeared 
to have been fo from the time that fhe receiv- 
ed the fright; and in two or three pains 
more, the child that prefented with the feet 
was forced down, and delivered alive. 


ee oe ee eee 


CASE 
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CASEY, 


Both children prefented with the breech ; 
and were each delivered by the labour 
pains. 


In the year 1741, foon after I began to 

teach midwifery, I was called to one of the 
poor women who had befpoke me to attend 
her with my pupils. When 1 arrived, I 
found the breech prefenting, with the thighs 
to the Sacrum; but as the pains were gone 
off, on the difcharge of the waters, and the 
“breech was ftill high, I expected that it would 
require fome time to f{tretch the parts more ful- 
ly before it could come lower down, and be de- 
livered. I went to a coffee-houfe in the neigh- 
_ bourhood, and fent for thofe who then attend-_ 
ed me; but before they all arrived, a meflenger 
came in a hurry, telling us, if we did not make 
hatte, the child would be delivered before we 
could reach the place. This was actually the 
cafe. I told the pupils, that although they 
had miffed feeing the labour, yet they would 
have an opportunity of obferving the deli- 
very of the Placenta. I then examined; but 
ainftead of the Placenta, I found the breech of 
_ another child prefenting, in the fame manner 
as the firft, which, in two pains more, was 
| delivered with very little affliftance ; and the 
ie ot eh tWQ 
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two Placentas, which formed only one cake, 
immediately followed. ‘ 
The children were {mall; and although — 


the woman was of a fmall ftature, yet nei- — 


ther dhe, nor any of her acquaintance, fuf- 
pected that fhe was with child of twins, : 


relies CA SE Vii "4 
The firft child prefented with the arm, the K 
fecond with the head; both br ought foot- 
We a ano, . 


The arm of the firft child had been proc il 


truded feveral hours after the membranes © 


broke, and pretty much {welled before I was | 
called. - ‘ 

As the woman lay on her left fide; I tried 
- to introduce my hand into the Vagina; but — 
finding the arm obftructed the paflage, I77 
doubled it, and eafily pufhed it before my ~ 
hand into the Uterus. While I went up far- 7 
ther, to fearch for the feet, I found another © 
child inclofed in its membranes,-a circum- 7 
{tance which made me advance more-cau- © 
tioufly, for fear. of breaking them, as they © 
lay towards the left fide, fine Fundus Wier a 
but .more forewards than backwards. [had 
introduced my right hand, and finding that — 


the ss of the child lay backwards, and to © 
the right fide, ‘towards the Fundus, I was © 


obliged to withdraw that hand, and intro- e 
duced 
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duced my left, with which I brought down 
_ the legs, and delivered that child. The Ure- 
rus immediately contracting, the Placenta 
and membranes of the firft child, with the 
‘membranes and waters of the fecond, pre- 
-fented; but the Placenta was loweft, and be- 
ing feparated from the Uterus, came eafily 
down into the Vagina, by pulling com at 
the Funis. 

Having delivered the cake, and finding a 
“pretty large quantity of blood follow, I infi- 
-nuated my right hand into the Vagina, and 
found, within the membranes, the head of 
the other child prefenting. Pufhing farther 
up, and breaking the membranes, I turned 
_ this child, and brought it footling alfo, as 
defcribed in Collect. XXXH. I ordered a , 
cataplafm to be applied to the firft child’s 
arm, which was {welled; the {welling in a 
few days fubfided, and the child did very 
well, 


oo VA. 
Both children prefented wrong; and were> 
brought footling. | 
T was called in the year 1748, to a woman 
in labour. The firft child prefented with 
the hands, feet, and Funis in the Vagina; I 
tried as fhe lay on her left fide, to introduce 
~-my hand and deliver the child; but as I 
| Z A, could 
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could not keep the patient fteady in that 
pofition I turned her to the fupine pofture. 
After I had introduced my hand into the 
Uterus, 1 found the head high up to the left 


fide; I then withdrew my hand; took hold i 


of the legs, and delivered the child. 


Having tried, and feparated the Funis, I 
defired the midwife to fit down, and deliver 
the: Placenta, by allowing it to defcend flow- 
ly; but feeing her attempting to pufh up © 
her hand, I defired that fhe might rather — 
wait, and fignified if there fhould be any dif- 


ee een 


ficulty afterwards, I would affift. She tell- i 


ing me there was fome more work for me, I~ 


immediately fufpected that there was a fecond 


child, which I found prefenting in the fame — 


manner and brought footling alfo. 


The Placentas not following for a confider- . 


able time after, I pufhed up my right hand 


into the Urerus, feparated and delivered one 
that adhered to the left fide; and after that 7 


the other which adhered to the Fundus. 


COACS EE eV 


Three children delivered by Mr. Profler, when 


he attended me; in: prefence of fome of 

the pupils. Odfober 7th, 1752. 

I was fent for to a poor woman who had 
been in labour fome hours, being eldeft pu- 
pil to Dr. Smedie, who was then otherwife 

engaged. 


SS OL A a ree 9 ne me ne 


a 
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engaged. I touched her and felt through the 
membranes both hands and feet blended to- 
gether. The Os Internum being well dilated, 
I broke the membranes, difengaged the lat- 
ter, and pulled them down to the paflage ; 
pufhing up the head at the fame time; by 


thefe means I finifhed the delivery. 


I fought afterwards for the Placenta ; but 
finding a more than ufual -refiftance; I flid 
my hand along the chord into the Uterus, 


where I found the membranes and waters of 
* a fecond child. 


I gave a gentle pull to fee if the firft had 
not its own Placenta; but finding a refift- 
ance, I opened the membranes of the fecond, 
which prefented like the former, and con- 
fequently required the fame treatment. > 

Having divided the chords, 1 pulled them | 
fometimes alternately, and fometimes to- 
gether, but without effect, fo was induced to 
introduce my hand a fecond time, and ex- 
tracted two Placentulas firmly connected by an 
intervening membrane. 

Ey this time I thought my labour ended ; 
but was deceived: for in a few minutes after 
the complained of frefh pains; and on en- 
quiry, it appeared to be a third child, which 
prefented a right hand and foot. I introduced 
my left hand into the Urerus, and pufhed up 
in order to get at the other foot; but the 

Uterus 
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Userus being ftrongly contracted to the body 4 
of the child, it was with great difficulty I 
accomplifhed it: the P/acenta followed foon 
_ after. 


CASE IX. 
’ The delivery of three children; defcribed in 
a letter from Dr. Harvie, London 1761. 


He was called to a patient about the latter 
end of the fourth month of her pregnancy ; 
but fhe was as big as one come to the full 
time, and apprehenfive of an afcites in the 
Abdomen: however, on examining the belly, 
and fhe being fenfible of the motion of the 
Fetus, fhe found the bignefs proceeded from 
the ftretching of the Urerus. Her complaints 
from this time till fhe fell in labour, were 
chiefly cardialgia, vomiting, difficulty of 
breathing, and coftivenefs; for all which 
fhe was often bled, and feldom mifled taking 
| Magnefia Alba. Prom the conftant vomiting fhe 
daily loft ftrength, and was much emaciated. 

When fhe was taken with labour pains he 7 
found the Os Urert open to the diameter of 4 
half a crown, and the head of the child very 7 
low. Her pains being flow, and weak, he 
ordered a glyfter which operated. After 
which the pains went quite off. When he 
called next day, he was informed that the 
membranes were broke, that a large quantity 

| of 
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of waters was come off, and ftll continuing 
to drain away; and he was informed that fhe 


had not been fo eafy for four months; for fhe 


could now breathe, and had taken fome nou- 
rifhment; but had no sated 

He was again called the following day at 
~onéo’clock in the morning. The pains were 
not ftrong or frequent; but the Os Urer7 be- 
ing fufficiently dilated, the child was born in 
about fifteen minutes. 

After tying the navel-ftring, and giving 


~ the child to the nurfe, he found the head | 


of another prefenting. At the firft pain, 
he broke the membranes, and in two more 
this child was alfo delivered. After taking 
care of this, he found there was a third 
from the ftill great diftenfion of the Userus 5 
but the patient being faint, and in order to 
avoid the danger from the fudden emptying of 
the Uterus, he pinned a long towel moderately 
tight round the 4ddonten, and gave her the 
following draught. RB. Confec#. Damocrat, 38. 
' Aq. Alexiter Simp. 318. Aq. Nucis Mofch. 3}. 
Tinét, Thebaic. Gt. xv. Syr. Alb. 31. M. 
Examining again, and not finding the 
membranes pufhed down, or any part of 
the child; and being apprehenfive that it 
might prefent wrong, he fearched higher, and 
found the head and membranes at the brim 
_ of the Pelvis. Thefe being broke, this third 
| 3 child 
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child was delivered in the courfe of the next 
pain. Altho’ the patient had hitherto loft but 
little blood; yet as there was more ceming, 
and the woman was weak, he gently aflifted 
and brought the Placenta away ; two of them 
were joined together, and one feparate. 

_ By this time fhe was very faint; but the 
draught taking effect, fhe dropped afleep, 
and after fome hours, fo far recovered as to 
be able to bear the fatigue of fhifting. She 
had a fevere cough for three weeks before 
delivery, which gradually abated afterwards ; 
_and is now pretty well recovered. The chil- 
dren are three fine boys, alive and well. 

He obferves, that from feveral twin cafes, 
which have fallen under his notice, he has 
reafon to think that one principal evidence 
of a woman’s being with child of more than 
one, is the Uferus rifing much earlier up in 


the Abdomen, than is fal when there is only. ~ 


one. The above patient was as big at the 
latter end of the fourth month, as women 
are commonly at their full time. 


CEA SS Eee 
Twins. The fecond child delivered in the 
feventh month by Mr. Giffard, Cafe 151. 
Oélober ©, 1730. 
I was fent for about four o’clock in the 
morning to the wife of a fnuff-box maker in 
7 Dean 
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Dean Street, near Red-Lion Square, who was, ; 


- according to her calculation, about feven 


months gone with child. I had been with 
her about three months before, when fhe 


was under fome apprehenfions of mifcarry- 


ing, and by proper applications I cured her 


at that time; but now one Fetus was brought 


away before I was fent for. I would have 
immediately pafled my hand in fearch of the 
Placenta; but the woman could not be readily 


_ perfuaded to admit me, and made fome ftrug- 


gle until fhe was overcome by the perfuafions 


of her friends and the apprehenfion of the 
_ danger ‘fhe was in, fhould it not be brought’ 


away; fo that at lait fhe permitted me to 


_ pafs my whole hand into the Vagina, and 


foon to the Os Internum, which I found fo 
much contracted that it would fcarcely admit — 
the ends of four fingers. But, having by de- 
grees dilated the orifice, I introduced my 
hand into the Uferus, and found fomething 
harder that a Placenta. This proved to be 
ancther Fetus inclofed in its- membranes, — 
which, were much diftended by the waters. 

I broke the membranes immediately with 
the ends of my fingers, and then putting my 
hand within them, I fearched for the feet. 
The firft part I met with was the head, which 
I pafied by, and went on in fearch of the 


feet, and foon found one foot. This I 


8 brought 


| 
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brought out, and as I had fufficiently dilated 


the Os Internum, the Fetus being. likewife very 
{mall, I judged I might eafily draw it out 


by the leg already brought. down, without’ 


giving her frefh pain, by paffing up my 
hand again to fetch down the other. 

I therefore took hold of the leg I had fe- 
cured, and gently drew it forwards; I fay 
gently, for if I had ufed any force, I might 


have torn it from the body, the leg bane 4 


very {mall and tender: at the fame time I ad- 
vifed the woman to. affift by bearing down 
firongly, which much, contributed ‘to the 


bringing out of the hips, body and head, all 


which foon followed. Upen paffing up my 
hand to fetch the after-burthens, there being 
two entirely feparate, I met with the burden 
of the Fetus firft born, protruded and lying 


in the VYagiza; this I immediately brought — 


away; and then repaffing my hand, I found 
the other lying within the Userus, but wholly 
feparated from it, fo that I had no more 
difficulty in bringing this than the former. 
In the Memoirs of the Academy at Paris, 
HY, 1727. page 15. 20. 21. is an account of 


two children delivered eight days after one 


another. 


COL- 
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COLLECTION XXXVIIIL. 
Of monftrous Births. 


[Vide Vol. 1. Book 3. Chap. 5. Sec. 2.] 


IO A SORA, 


‘The hiftory below, is of two children ad- 

 hering to’one another at the fide of the 
- breafts’ and bellies: they have both-hare 
lips, and but one navel-{tring; the’ veflels 
feparate ‘as they enter the fkin of their _ 
bellies, and each child has its own. Both - 
were fent to me by the fame gentleman, 
and are amongft my Collection of Fetufes, 
together with other ufeful preparations col- 
lected from time to time for the mforma- 
tion and improvement of ftudents; and 
now in the hands of Dr. Harvie, my fuc- 
_ceffor in the teaching of midwitery. 


SIR, : 

Agreeable to my panies I have fent the 
preparation, which I hope will fully anfwer 
your expectation, The mother, who before 
had feven or eight children, mifcarried with 
thefe at the end of twenty weeks, from her 
great uneafine(s, fhe i imagines in longing for a 
chop of bacon. She was taken at firft with’ 
ie | a con’ 
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‘a confiderable flooding, which was moderated 
by blooding, and anodyne medicines. The 
next day finding fome ftrong pains, her mid- 
wife was fent for, who delivered her in a few 
hours; notwithftanding their fmallnefs, and 
one of them prefenting with the feet, fhe — 
found great difficulty in extracting them, as 
you will fee by the laceration of one of them 
which is. ftitched up again. They had no 


figns of life. The mother has fince had two ~ 


fine children. This happened in the year — 
1735° 


It is remarkable of the father of thefe chil-  _ 


dren, that he had no teeth before the age of | . 


one or two and twenty; but has now as ~ 


good a fet as ever I faw, and can lift up very ; 
great weights with them, &c. From Henry 
North furgeon in Stirminfter Newton, in the 
county of Dorfet, 4 fuly 1747. 

CASE Tl. | 
A child born, in which part of the fkull was — 

wanting, 1747 from Mr. Pierce of St. 4 

Thomas's Hofpital, apothecary. 

It was a male child of an uncommon fize ~ 
in his body and limbs, with very broad fhoul- 
ders, and a fhort thick brawny neck. The ~ 
head was {maller than thofe of moft infants 


that come in due feafon, as this did. The ~~ 


nofe was broad and flat, the eyes full large © 
| and 
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and very prominent, fo that the lids could 
not cover them, the ears were remarkably 
large and thick. ‘There was no fkull to co- 
ver the brain, and the edges of the bones of 
the lower part of the head were as ftreight 
and {mooth as if they had been fawn afunder 
immediately above the orbits of the eyes. 
There was wanting the Os Frontis on the 
fore-part, and on the back-part almoft the 
whole of the Occipitis. The Offa Bregmatis 
were entirely wanting, and as there was no 
fealp, the brain was covered by nothing but 
the pia and dura mater, which looked of a 
dark livid colour, and was pufhed out in 
divers places by the brain, fo that it made 
an unequal furface for want of bones to 
confine it. ‘This inequality and foftnefs, to- 
gether with the edge of the bones, was what 
furprized the midwife, and made her expect 
a more difficult delivery. ‘The account then 
given by the mother, asthe probable occafion 
_ of this difafter, is as follows. 
~ Upon the ninth of pri 1747, when fhe 
was near two months gone with child, fhe 
was grievoufly frightened with thinking on 
Lord Lovatt, who was that day to be be- 
headed. Her hufband was gone to fee the 
_ execution amongit. the croud on Yower-Hill, 
and when the news came to her hearing, that 
a {caffold was fallen down, by which acci- 
Vou. III. Bip’ dent 
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dent many people were hurt, and fome killed 
on the fpot, fhe immediately feared that 


her hufband might be of the number, and — i 


was greatly affected. While fhe was under — 
this dread and apprehenfion, an officious idle 
woman came to her and faid, that a friend 
of hers, for whom fhe had a great regard, 
was killed on the fpot, and that fhe faw his 
brains on the ground; upon this the poor 
woman put both her hands on her head in 
great agony, and immediately fainted away. 


CAS Eat 
Philofophical tranfactions, No. 65.p. 2096, .~ 
an account of a monftrous birth, by Dr. 
Durfion, which had two heads, two necks, ~ 
four arms, and four legs perfect, and well © 
- fhaped; but only one trunk. There was no 
Appearance of lungs, and only one large © 
heart, one midriff, one umbilical cord, one ~ 
large liver, one ftomach, four kidneys, two 
urinary bladders, two wombs. ‘There was 
only one colon, which terminated in two 
Inteflina recia. \t weighed eight pounds and 
a quarter, and the length from head to foot 
was full eight inches and ahalf. 


CA SoBe al. 


There is another monftrous female birth | 
by Dr. Samuel Morris, No, 138. p. g6t 
e There 
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There were two heads, and all the parts 
double above the Diaphragm; and fingle be- 
low, except the appearance of two ftomachs. 
The Uterus was of a common fize; but the 
Chtoris large: there were only two legs and 
two arms; the fecundines were very large 
and weighed about eight pounds. One was 
dead, and the other juft breathed. 


CASE III. and IV. 


Another account of a double birth, in 

which the children were joined at the breafts. 
No. 2. p. 21. They did not wake and fleep 
together. They allo cried, fucked and exo- — 
--nerated apart. 
- The fame paper relates, sere was fuch 
another birth in Wales, and the children lived 
fo long till they could talk to each other ; 
which they did in tears, when they thought 
that one muft furvive the other ; but: both 
happened to die together. 


Cox 8. Ee. 


_ Amonftrous birth from Mr. Rodert Taylor, 
much in the fame kind as Cafe 3. and 4, 
in the fame Tranfactions, No. 308. p. 224.5¢ 


CA.S EB avi, 


Philofophical tranfattions, No. 4.53. p. Bib 
-Amonftrous boy feen at Montpelier, by Dr. 
| Po Ava 2 Jandrew 
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Andrew Cantwell, about thirteen years old, 


who bears the lower parts of another boy; — 


the fore-parts of each face one another, 


CASE Vids 


RefleCtions on generation, and on mon- 


fters, by Dr. Supervile, Philofophical trant ‘| 


actions, No. 456. p. 294. 
Befides the above cafes, there are iver 


other papers defcribing births, in which the ~ 
bones of the upper part of the Crantum were © 


wanting; in moft of which the Cerebrum 


and Cerebellum were alfo wanting: thofe that — 


were born alive died foon after the, birth. 
Vide No. gg. p. 6157. No. 226. p. 439. 


No. 228. p. 553. No. 234..p.717. No. 251. § 


'p. 141. Noe 320. pr 3to 
In the Philofophical tranfactions, No. 487. 


p. 325, A letter from ohn Huxham, M.D. ~ 


to C. Mortimer, M, D- concerning a child 
born with an extraordinary tumour near the 


Anus, containing fome rudiments of an~ 


embrio. 

In the Philofophical tranfactions, No. 472. 
p. 10. An obfervation of a Spina Bifida, com- 
monly fo termed, by Geo. Aykit, furgeon. at 
Windjor. 


ae EE tl ENE LT OY eee 
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In the Memoirs of the academy of {ciences - | 


at Paris, M. 1701. p. 112; is an account of 
a Fetus, found in the Ovarium of a woman, 
| In 
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In the fame, H. 1703. p. 43. an account 
of a puppy whelped without a Gulet, a cir- . 
cumftance proving that the Fetus could not. 
be nourifhed but by the Funis. 

In the fame, H. 1711. p. 26. defcription 
of a Fetus without Cerebrum, reed ariel or 
Spinal Marrow. 

Id. 1712. p. 40. of a male Fetus at its 
full time, which had neither brain nor Spinal 
marrow, and which lived twenty-one hours, 
and took fome nourifhment. 

Ibid, M. 1732. p. 309. of amonftrous Fetus 
with two bodies, the one male, the other 
female. | 

In the German Epbemerides there is a great 
number of hiftories of fuch monftrous pro» _ 
ductions. Vide alfo Ruyfeb, 


From Mauriceau. 

In the 53 page, and 64 Ob he mentions 
having feen a dead child of a woman lately 
delivered at feven months, of a very mon- 
ftrous figure, having the arms and the feet 
quite mifhapen, and the head without any 
neck joined immediately to the breaft, hav- 
‘ng on the head inftead of the brain a {ort 
‘of thick flat cap or Caw/, like a red Wen. 
“This had a production: like a tail which 
reached along the Spzme as-far as the Os Sa- 
crum; and on the right fide of the navel 
there was a confiderable livid tumour like a 
| Aa 3  FKentral 
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Ventral Hernia, 1 which feveral of the con- 


tents of the Abdomen were contained. This — 


child had been dead fome days before it was _ 
delivered, as appeared by the Epidermis which 
came off eafily; and the monftrous figure 4 
might be imputed to the diforder of mind — 
and body, which a great fright or vexation 
_ the mother met with in the beginning of her 
geftation had thrown her into. 


From Mauriceau. : ; 

In the 301 page, and 363 Od/ he men- — 

tioned his having delivered a woman of her — 

firft child, which had all the flefhy or muf- ; 

cular parts of its body, quite hard and {chir- _ 
rous. | 


From Mauriceau. .. 
In the 118 obfervation, and 63 page, he 

gives an account of his having delivered a © 
woman in the eighth month, of a child — 
whofe head was of a monftrous figure, be- © 
ing without any brain, but inftead of all the © 
upper part of the. head, there was only a ~ 
redifh brown fubftance; there appeared like- 
wife the inferior extremities of the Occipital © 
bones, and the two eyes very prominent. Its ~ 
feet were turned inwards. This monftrous — 
conformation was a{cribed to great fatigue in _ 
a journey. 
Hea 
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He mentions having feen at the fair of 
St. Lawrence, two male children dead, whofe 
bodies were joined together towards the up- 
per part of the Dhorax. The mother had 
been five months gone; but no particulari- 
ties are mentioned at the birth. | 
 Monf? Lamotte, book 4. chap. 14. gives 
feveral cafes of mutilations and deformities 
in children, 


Aa 4 COL- 


COL Lae T TO NN Xxx 
[Vide Vol. I. Book 3. Chap. 5. Se&. 3.} 


The Cefarian Seétion performed on 
the dead, as well as the living fub- 
ject. 

NUMBER L 


Gidea ka ovine B 
A cafe of flooding; the woman died fudden- | 


ly, and was opened immediately, to fave 


the child. 
In the year 1747, I was called by a mid- 


wife to a woman who was attacked with a 
violent flooding; but fhe being unwilling ~ 
that I fhould examine, and the difcharge be- 
ing {topped before I reached the houfe, I or- 
dered a mixture of the Tinéfura Rofarun, 
and liquid laudanum, to be given as there 
fhould be occafion ; and defired them to fend 
if it fhould again return. 

‘She was within a fortnight of her full 
time; the difcharge was fudden, in a large 
quantity, and foon ftopped; fhe continued 
free all that day, till towards the evening ; 
the flooding continued all night; and I was 
not called till next morning, when I found 

Ine | her 
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her exceffively weak and low. Although fhe 
had no figns of labour, yet the Os Ureri was 
 foft, and a little open, and fomething like 
either a coagulum of blood, or the Placenta, 
prefenting. Before I had time to put her in 
a pofition for the delivery, fhe fainted away, 
was thrown into convulfions, and died in- 
ftantly. As there were none but the hu 
band and nurfe prefent, I immediately fent 
for an apothecary, who lived at next door. All 
the by-ftanders being fully convinced of her 
death, I immediately made a large opening 
in the Addomen, with a view to fave the 
child. Though the woman was pretty fat, 
yet the Parietes of the Abdomen were thinner 
than I expected, from the large extenfion of 
the Uterus. I then made a large opening in 
the Uterus alfo, which was not a quarter of 
an inch thick. A large quantity of waters 
were immediately difcharged into bafons, in 
all about two quarts. I then extracted the: 
child, which was large and plump, but had 
no figns of life, and feemed to have been 
dead feveral hours, by the ftiffnefs of the 
joints. I now leifurely examined the Urerus 
and Secundines. ‘The Uterus and the woman’s: 
body feemed to be quite deftitute of blood ; 
for fearce one drop appeared on opening the 
parts. _ I feparated the membranes. flowly, 
which adhered to the infide of the Uvrerus. 
| : In 
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In this operation, I perceived little fmall fila- 
ments, like hairs,-that. were extended; and 
in feparating, fome fhrunk into the Userus, 
and fome to the membranes. I found the 
Placenta adhering to the lower part and left 
fide of the Uterus, and about three fingers — 
breadth of it lying over the Os Uteri. .I then — 
alfo feparated the Placenta, and found fila- — 
ments about the fize of hogs briftles, fhrink- — 
ing in as the former. All this part of the ~ 
Placenta looked florid, but that which was — 
difengaged, and over the Os Uterz, appeared _ 
livid, and fplit in the middle, which proba- — 
bly was the occafion of the child’s death, by. ~ 
allowing the blood to be difcharged from the 
Placenta. ‘The woman had eafy labours in 
her former children. The Os Useri wasthin, — 
foft, and open to the breadth of half a crown. 
J dilated it with eafe, which fhewed, that if — 
I had been fent for in the evening, fhe might — 
have been fafely delivered. The head pre- — 
fented; but in the hurry, I did not then ob- 
ferve the pofition of the body, 


C°A SE IL 


A cafe in which the Uterus was opened, and 
every thing appeared much in the fame 
manner asthe former. In the year 1748. 
The woman was turned of forty, of a 

grofs habit, and had never bore a child, In 

: 4. the 
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the feventh month of her pregnancy fhe re- 


ceived a fall, that brought on a large dif- 


charge, which however, by proper manage- 
ment, was foon reftrained, though it com- 


-monly returned on the leaft motion or exer- 


cife. | | 
About the middle of the eighth month I 
was called, when it had returned in larger 


quantity than before; but it diminifhed by 


degrees, and foon ftopped altogether. What 
feemed to me moft neceflary at that juncture, 
was to keep up her ftrength by a nutritive 
diet, confifting of the lighteft kind of food, 
But being apprehenfive of danger. from her 
great weaknefs, I advifed the hufband to call 
in a phyfician, who approved of what had 
been done, and ordered the fame regimen to 
be continued. After this, fhe went on to- 
lerably well, having now and then fome 


{mall returns, though not fo much as to re- 
quire any other method; for the delivery 


could not have been attempted with any pro- 
bability of faccefs, even although the dif- 
charge had been in greater quantity, the Os 
internum being clofe ihut, and extremely ri- 
gid. Two or three weeks before her full 
time, fhe was taken with flight pains, upon 
which I was called, and found the Os Inter- 
num opened about the breadth of a fix-pence, 
and within it a foft fubftance, that felt like 
) } : the 
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the Placenta, or coagulated blood. As fhe 
had refted but indifferently the preceding 
night, was faint and weak, and had fome 
fmall returns of the difcharge, I defired a 
confultation with another of the profeffion, 
and the family being ftrangers in England, 
mentioned fome of the moft eminent in my 
own way. One of the women propofed Sir 
Richard Maningbam, but he being engaged, 
Dr. Sands was fent for, who gave it as his 
opinion, that it was {till proper to fupport her 
ftrength by broths and nourifhing food, and 
more fafe to wait until the flight pains fhould 
bring on the right labour, than to ufe any 
violence to deliver her immediately. I was 
again called about nine o'clock the fame 
night, when fhe was taken all of a fudden 
with frequent faintings, in one of which fhe 
expired, as I entered the room. ‘This fud- 
den alteration prevented me from making 
any attempt, and indeed, had not this event 
happened, I fhould have been afraid of her 
dying in the operation, becaufe of her grofs 
and weak habit of body. Cafes of this kind 
require the utmoft prudence and caution. 
Thave faved many women and ‘children by 
immediate delivery, when the patients were 
not very low and weak, or wore out with 
frequent lofles of blood, and when the dif- 
charge happened all of a fudden, in a good 

con~ 
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conftitution, the parts being open, foft, and 
ufed to extenfion by a former birth; but 
when the conftitution is grofs, the parts ri- | 
gid, and the patient weakened by interrup- 
ted floodings, I have always practifed the 
foregoing method, which has often been at- 
tended with fuccefs. 

As foon as all prefent were fatisfied that 
this perfon was dead, I opened her 4bdomen, 
and having taken out the child, examined 
the Uterus. I found the Placenta firmly ad- 
_ hering to its inferior and pofterior parts; 
about two fingers breadth of its lower edge 
was feparated from the Os Internum, which 
it covered; and this was what Dr. Sands and 
I had felt in the morning. Having extra¢t- 
ed the Secundines, I tried with my hand to 
open the Os Internuim from the infide of 
the Uterus, which with great force I perform- 
ed, not without tearing it about two inches 
on one fide. By this it appears how difficult 
it isto dilate this part in women going of 
a firft child, efpecially when they are pretty 
old. Indeed it is. fometimes impoffible to be 
done before they come to their full time, 
and even then, not until the parts are thin, 
foft, and largely opened by previous labours ; 
as defcribed in Collect, XXXV. Cafe 8th and 
roth. 


CASE 
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CASE Ui. 


A cafe of flooding. ‘The woman died, and 
the Cefarian operation was performed 
immediately after. Covent Garden, April 
1747- 

The woman was above eight months gone 
with her fourth or fifth child. She had got 
up, and fatigued herfelf pretty much in the 
morning, in confequence of which, fhe was 
feized with pains in the back. She tried to 
make water, and all of a fudden was taken 
with a violent flooding, which almoft filled the 


chamber-pot. Her midwife, Mrs. Draper, ~ 


being fent for, defired they would call me 
immediately. When I came, the flooding 
was ftayed. I endeavoured to examine, but 
could not reach the Cs Urer7, on account of 
her fhivering. As fhe was eafier, and not 
much weakened, they would not allow me 
to perfift in my endeavours. I told her 
friends the danger to which fhe would be 
expofed, if the flooding returned with vio-. 
lence ; and exhorted them in that cafe to 
fend for me immediately. In the mean time, 
as her pulfe was full, I ordered ten ounces 
of blood to be taken from her arm, direct~ 
ing her to keep in bed, and take frequently 
two fpoontuls of the followin mixture. IJn- 
fuf, Rofar. Rubr. 3v. Elix, Vitrioli Gut. x. Syr. 
e Meconio, 


i 
} 


| 
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e Meconio, 31. and that a linen rag dipped 
in the following decoétion thould be put up 
the Vagina. R. Cort. Granator. Querci. Flor. 


| Balauftior. Rofar. Rubr. a 31. cog. in Aq. Font. 
gf. ad. 3iv.-colature, dade Alum. rup. 38. 


Vin. rubr. 3u. 

_ She was again attacked with the flooding 
about eleven at might, and fent for the mid- 
wife; and though fhe was not at home, they 
delayed calling me till about fix in the morn- 
ing. J felt her pulfe, which I could fearce 


diftinguifh: her extremities were cold; @ 


cold fweat had fpread all over her face and 


-breafts; and fhe could {carcely fpeak. I im- 


mediately ordered her a cordial Fulep with 
Tinciur, cafor. and Sp. Salis Ammoniac. ‘and 
in the mean time gave her fome warm red 
wine. Her veflels were fo much emptied, 
that the flooding was ferous and much ftay- 
ed. I ordered ligatures above the knees, and 


elbows, and warm cloths and bricks to be 


applied to her feet and hands. All thefe 


fteps were taken in order to recover her 


ftrength and fpirits before I attempted to 
deliver; but before my directions could be 
put in practice fhe was taken with a violent 


-convulfion, and expired immediately. I then 


propofed to try to fave the child if alive, by 
performing the Ceefarian operation, a propofal 


to which they agreed. In order to prevent re- 


fleétions, 
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fleétions, and afcertain that the woman was 
really dead, I fent for the apothecary, and 
immediately opened the Abdomen and Uterus. 
Then I extracted the child; but felt no 
pulfation in the arteries of the Funis Umbi- 4 
licalis ; neither was there any pulfation felt. ~ 
at the heart. 1 rubbed the child’s head with — 
{pirits, flapped the Nates, and fhook the body 2 
to give pain and make it fhrink. A nifus ~ 
of this kind, operating on the nerves, fome- 
times ftimulates the heart to contraétion, 
dnd affords an eafy admiffion of the air, to 
rufh into the lungs. I then tried to inflate 
the lungs by blowing in at the child’s mouth; 
but all thefe efforts were to no purpofe, tho’ 
made. in lefs than four minutes after the 
mother expired. The child was plump and 
full grown: the fcrotum and lips were not 
livid: but the joints were a little rigid, a 
circumftance which denoted that it had,been | E 
dead: fome hours. i. ee 
I now. examined more narrowly the fol 
lowing particulars. On opening the woman 
I found the parietes of the 4ddomen thin and 
tenfe from the ftretching of the Uferus. I 
made the incifion with an armed lancet, which 
was the inftrument eafieft procured, from 
the navel along the Linea Alba, to the Offa 
Pubis, through the integuments and Perz- 
toneum. The Uterus, which was fully diftended 
with 
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with the waters, appeared thro’ the openings, 
and ftretched the lips feveral inches from each 
other. I then opened the Uterus which was 
about three eights of an inch thick; there 
feemed to be about three or four pints of 
‘water contained in the membranes. When 
_ I came to examine the adhefion of the mem- 
branes and Placenta, I found the membranes 
adhering every where to the Uferus; and on 
feparating them flowly, obferved every where 
little {mall filaments like hairs extended from 

_ the one to the other. The Placenta adhered 
. to the back, and lower part of the Userus. I 
“introduced my finger up the Vagina to the Os 
Utert, which was opened about half an inch, 
and found the lower edge of the Placenta 
covering it on the infide, adhering all round. 
it, and alfo firmly adhering all along the 
jower and back-part of the Usrus. This 
_ I feparated flowly from the Userus; and here - 
* dieewite® ‘appeayed’ filaments rifing from the 
«one to the other, as in the membranes; but 
as large as hogs briftles. But there was a 
greater roughnefs or inequality, refembling 
{mall indentations in that part of the Urerus, 
and not fo {mooth as where the membranes 
_adhered. ‘There was no red blood in the 
_vefiels to be feen, becaufe the body was quite 
exhaufted. Where the Uferus was opened, 
there appeared the mouths of a great num- 
Vou. III, Bb | ber 
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ber of veffels, fome of them half an inch in 
diameter. The flooding feemed to proceed 
from the pofition of the Placenta over the 
Os Uteri, which, always happens when the 
Placenta prefents firft. The head of the 
child was turned down to the Os Internum. 


NUMBER IL 


Monf. Lamotte in book 5. chap. 11. men- 
tions fome cafes from other authors, and 
gives. feveral himfelf, in which the paflage 
to the Uterus was fhut up by callofities. But 
he opened, and made way for the birth of 
the children, without being obliged to per- — 
form the Cefarian operation. Vide Collect. 
XXXI. Cafe 27. 


NUMBER IL CASE IL 


From the medical eflays of Edinburgh, Vol. 5. 
Art. 37. The Ceefarian operation per- 
formed with fuccefs by a midwife; de- 
feribed by Mr. Duncan Stewart, furgeon in 
Dungannon in the county.of Tyrone, Ireland. 


The hiftories of the Cafarian operation 
being fo few, I fend you the following. Alkce 
O Neal, aged about thirty-three years, wife 
toa poor farmer near Charlemont, and mo- 
ther to feveral children, in fanuary 1738-9. 
was taken in labour, but could not be deli- 
vered of her child by feveral women who 
attempted it. She remained in this condition 

5 twelve © 
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twelve days; the child was thought to be | 
dead after the third day. Mary Donally, an 
illiterate woman, but eminent among the > 
common people for extraéting dead births, 
being then called, tried alfo to deliver her in 
_ the common way: and her attempts not fuc- 

ceeding, performed the Ceefarian operation, 
- by cutting with a razor firft the containing 
parts of the Abdomen, and then the Uterus ; 
at the aperture of which fhe took out the 
child and fecundines. The upper part of the 
incifion, was an inch higher, and to one 
fide of the navel, and was continued down- 
wards, in the middle betwixt the right Os 
Thum and the Linea Alba. She held the lips. 
of the wound together with her hand till one 
went a mile, and returned with filk, and the 
common needles which taylors ufe. With 
thefe fhe joined the lips in the manner of the 
ftitch, employed ordinarily for the harelip ; 
and dreft the wound with whites of eggs, as 
fhe told me fome days after, when led by 
curlofity, I vifited the poor woman who had 


undergone the operation. The cure was 
completed with falves of the midwife’s own 
compounding. 


In about twenty-feven days, the patient 
was able to walk a mile on foot, and came 
to me in a farmer’s houfe, where fhe fhewed 
me the wound covered with a cicatrice; but 

Bb 2 ae fhe 
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fhe complained of her belly hanging out- 
wards on the right fide, where I obferved a. 
tumour as large as a child’s head: and fhe 
was diftreffed with a Fluor Albus, for which 
I gave her fome medicines, and advifed her 
to drink deco¢tions of the vulnerary plants, _ 
and to fupport the fide of her belly with a 
bandage. ‘The patient has enjoyed very good 
health ever fince, manages her family affairs, 
and has frequently walked to market in this 
town, which is fix miles BEBSeCs from her 
own houtfe. 

The following is from Dr. King in the 
fame volume, Article 38. There is another 
woman lying within five miles of this place, 
from whom a midwife took a child by the 
Czefarean operation near two years ago; I 
faw the poor woman foon after, and drew 
out the needles which the midwife had left 
to keep the lips of the wound together. I 
perceived the mufcles contracted into a lump 
at the lower part of the belly, which in- 
creafed, and at Jaft broke and ran confide- — 
-rably.. This woman is capable of doing 
fomething for her family, with the affiftance 
of a large bandage, which keeps in her in- 
teftines. This child, which I faw, was not 
Extra Uterine; for feveral befide the midwife. 
aflured me, that a leg of it prefented itfelf 
to view in the Vagina before the operation. 

4. Armagh, 
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Armagh, 23 Oétober 1740. 

By comparing the time and the diftance of 
Charlemont from Armagh, as mentioned in 
this laft part of Dr. K7ug’s letter with Mr. 
Stewart's, it probably muft be the fame wo- 
man’s cafe, which both of them relate, 


NUMBER IL. CASE IL 
The Czefarean operation performed by Mr. 
Smith fargeon in Edinburgh, communicated to 


me, and inclofed in the following letter by 
Dr. “age wer Alisfien. 


Se Ry” 

Inclofed I fend you the cafe of the woman 
that underwent the Cefarean operation. The 
only remarkable circumftance in it. is, that 
the impregnated Uferus may be cut without 
any confiderable Hemorrhage: but it 1s fuch 
a dangerous operation, that it ought never to 
be performed, if there 1s the leaft probability 
‘of bringing away the child in any fhape. I 
was prefent when Mr. Sauth performed the 

operation, and recollect the fudden  contrac- 
tion of the Urerus, which I fuppofe prevented 
the Hemorrhage. 
Edinburgh, Fuly 28, youl 
vite A, A. 


Bb 3 | Iwas 
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I was fent for to —— Paterfon, a drummer's 
wife in the Canongate, Sune 28, 1737. about 
ten that night, who had been in labour for 
fix days. She was one of the leaft women 
I ever faw, and prodigioufly deformed. 

Ttouched her, andfound fomething in the 

Vagina fo large, that I at firft took it for 
the head of the child ; but foon found I was 
miftaken, for examining more attentively, I 
found towards the Os Pudbis, the Os Uterz, 
thick, high, and a very little dilated, and 
through it I felt diftinétly the child’s head. 
What I at firft took for it, proved to be the 
Os Coccygis of a very extraordinary fize and 
fhape, turned inwards quite crofs the Va- 
gina, and reaching almoft to the fore-part 
of it. About an inch and a half, or two 
inches above the extremity of the Os Oscygis, 
I felt the Offa Pudzs, not forming a convexity 
outwards, as they do in a natural ftate; but 
were deprefled inwards, fo that I could fearce 
get up two fingers betwixt this monftrous 
Os Coccygis and the Offa Pubis. ‘The woman 
being much fatigued with pains and want 
of fleep, I ordered an opium pill to procure 
reft. | 

I vifited her next morning, and found fhe 
had flept fome hours; but after fhe awaked 
fhe had had violent pains—Upon touching 

I found 


> 
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~ J found the .Os Ufers a little more dilated, fo 
that I could feel about the breadth of half . 
a crown of the child’s head—The contftric- 
tion of the parts was fuch, that it was im- 
poffible to deliver her in any fhape; I there- 
fore endeavoured with all my ftrength to 
prefs downwards and backwards the Os Coc- 
cygis; but in vain. I then told the women 
that were about her, that it was impoffible 
to deliver her; they begged me to try any 


+ method however defperate. One of them 


propofed a crotchet, but the paflage between 
the bones of the Pe/uis, was fo narrow and fo 
crooked, that it feemed to me abfolutely im- 
poffible, to bring away a child in any fhape 
through them. I promifed to pay another 
vifitfoon, and to bring fome of my brethren 
along with me, and to give her all ane alfitt. 
ance we could. 

Accordingly feveral of my brethren vifited 
my patient along with me, wz. Dr. “fobn Ler- 
mont, Mr. Drummond furgeon and manmid- 
wife, &c, who were unanimoufly of opinion, 
that the child could never be brought thro’ 
the Vagina, and that the only chance fhe 
had for life, and even that a very fmall one, 
~ wasto undergo the Cefarean fection. This 
was told the woman and her friends; and 
-to prevent any reflections afterwards, we re- 
pete 3 in the ftrongeft terms, the great dan- 
, Bb4 ger 
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ger the woman would run in the operation, 
and that poflibly fhe might die in our-hands; 
but they were refolved to run all rifques. 

Accordingly ten at night was appointed — 
for the operation. The following géntlémen 
were prefent, Dr. Monro, profefior of ana- 
tomy, Dr. ‘fobn Lermont, Dr. ‘fames Dundafs, 
Mr. Drummond, Mr. Ofcurn, Mr. Gibfon, Mr. 
Douglas, furgeons. 


The inftruments and dreflings, as follow. 


1, A common f{calpel. 2. A pair of crooked 
{ciffars. 3. Two-needles threaded. 4. Four. 
large needles threaded for the Gafroraphia. 
5. Scraped lint. 6. A large comprefs, nap- 
kin and fcapulary. 7. Ink. 8. A cordial to 
be given during the operation. 

The patient was laid on her back on a 
» table covered with blankets, with a pillow 
below her head. Her body ‘being fecured, 
I feated myfelf at her right fide. I drew a 
line with ink’ about fix inches in length, 
parallel to the Linea Alba; and four inches 
diftant from it, in order to avoid cutting the 
mujfculus rectus.» Y then with a convex {cal- 
pel made an incifion along the black line, 
thro’ the teguments and fat. In the middle 
of the fection I gently cut thro’ the mufcles 
-and Perztomum, fo as to getin the foré-finger 
of the left hand, upon which with the crook- . 
| | ved 
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ed {ciflars I inlarged the wound upwards and 
downwards, equal to the: black line I had 
made in the fkin. The Epigaftrick artery 
was opened, which I immediately {titched. 

I then cut into the Userus, and tore the 
membranes containing the child; but'as the 
child was large I found the incifion in the 
Abdomen too {mall, I was obliged to inlarge . 
it upwards to the fhort ribs, and downwards 
to the Ofa:Pubis, the Uterus in proportion, 
~Ithen extracted the child without any vio- 
lencé, afterward the Placenta and the: mem- 
branes. I put my hand again into the. Ute- 
rus and brought away fome ebagulated blood. 
The child was; dead but,.quite;frefh. I re- 
duced_a littleof the gut that.came down, and 
made the Gafiroraphia at. three. ftitches vit 
out any peg. 5 boee-aint i. 

‘After: the firtt ftitch aa. ee gave me no 
more trouble. I covered the wound with 
foft pledgets, applied a large comprefs, and 
over all the napkin and fcapulary. 

The poor woman bore the operation with 
great courage. After the was put to bed 
fhe took a quieting draught with Laudanum, 
and a bottle of Emulfon for ordinary drink. 
She did not lofe above four or five ounces 
of blood during the operation. In the night 
fhe bled a little, but it {topped before I got 
to her; fhe had not flept, but otherwife 


was 
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was tolerably well. Next day I vifited her, 
fhe told me fhe had had fome flumbers in 
the morning. About twelve o’clook fhe com- 
plained of ficknefs at her ftomach, with an 
inclination to vomit ; her pulfe was then very 
frequent and f{mall. She gradually grew 
weaker and weaker, and died about four in 
the afternoon. ‘There came not away above 
two tea fpoonfuls of blood from the Vagina, 
‘the Uterus was at leaft one inch and a half 
thick. 

Her friends would not allow her body to 
be opened. 

- Inthe memoirs of the academy of furgeons 
at Paris, which are now tranflated, and 
publifhed by Mr. Neal furgeon of the London 
hofpital, there are a great many cafes, and 
alfo the difputes for and again{t performing 
the Cefarean operation on women when 
alive. 


Lacera- 
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Laceration. 


~—COL LEC THON. XL 
[Vide Vol. i, Book 4. Chap. i. Sed. i.] 


NUMER Dein CASE ch 


I was called by the friends of a young 
woman in Park Street, who had been deli- 
vered of her firft child by her aunt, who was 
a midwife in the country at fome diftance. 
The fifth day after delivery, the nurfe had 
alarmed the young creature and friends by 
telling them that fhe was tore. I examined 
and found that the Frenum Labiorum was 
rent; but not the Sphinéter Ani. ‘They were 
all cxcaeding againft the midwife. I told 
‘them that fuch things would fometimes hap- — 
pen, even to the beft practitioners; that 
there was no danger, and that the parts 
would recover and contract. The great an- 
xiety of the patient, was on account of her 
hufband, who was then abroad; fhe feared 
that this misfortune would cool his affection, 
I made her eafier by affluring her, that if 
fhe kept the fecret, he would know nothing 
of the matter. I have indeed had cafes, 
tho’ feldom, in which this accident has hap- 

pened ; 


| 
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pened; and from knowing that it commonly 
occafioned great anxiety to the patient, I 
fpoke privately to the nurfe, as in the fol- 
lowing cafe. 

| CASE aI, 

I attended an elderly woman . of her firft 


child ; the head was large, the Perineum was 


largely ftretched and very thin. I held the 
flat of my hand againft it during every pain, 
to prevent laceration by the head’s coming 
out too fuddenly. . The pains were very 
ftrong; and when one was over, I withdrew 
my hand to get fome pomatum, to lubricate 
the parts. In this interval. a pain. coming 
on fooner than I expected, and before I could 
introduce my hand-to guard the parts, the 
head was delivered, and the parts were 
tore, as in the former cafe. I told the nurfe 
the misfortune; but defired her not to mention 
it, becaufe it would make the patient, uneafy, 
and give her, the nurfe; much trouble. I af-- 
fured) her the parts would recover, and no 
bad confequence enfue, 

I was defired by Dr. Szmpfon in Spittle 
Square, to vifit a woman whom another 
practitioner had delivered, and where he had 
ftitched the Perinzum after it had been rent 
‘in labour. The pain and inflammation were 
very great, and the ftitches did not feem to 

is 
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be of any fervice. I therefore advifed to take 
them out, the patient was eafier, the inflam- 
mation abated, and the pens recovered, 


CASE II, 


I was called by a midwife to a woman on 
the fifteenth day after delivery. The Peri- 
neum, Vagina and Rectum, were tore into one 
about the length of two inches, which pre- 
vented the retention of the Fwees. ‘The edges 
of the lacerated parts were beginning to fkin 
over. I attempted with fciflars to pare the 
edges, as in the hair lip; but could not pof- 
fibly hold the parts fo as to effect this pur- 
pole. I then armed a lancet, and with the . 
point fcarified them, and with great difficulty 
made two deep ftitches through the Vagina 
and Reéfum, and two in the Perineum; but 
in two days this brought on a large inflam- 
mation, and the ftitches all tore out. The 
parts digefted and fkinned over; but did not 
cement or join together: however, they con- 

tracted in fuch a manner, that in three months | 
after fhe could retain her excrements, 


ACS Ee Vicend -Y. - 


I attended in two days at different times, 
where the labours had both been tedious 
from large children. The external parts 
were much inflamed, and mortified floughs 

were 


— 
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were difcharged from the Vagina, after which 
the urine followed involuntarily into the 
Vagina. On examining, I found a paflage 
from the bladder into the former. They both 
had made water freely for feveral days before 
I was called, fo that I was certain the open- 
ings into the Vagina, proceeded from one of 


the mortified floughs cafting off from the 


parts. I tried in the firft, to make a future 
to bring on an inflammation fo as to contract ~ 
the opening, but could not fucceed: and they 


continued in that miferable fituation. 


CASE VI. 
I was called by Dr. Thomfon in Camberwell, 


to affift him in delivering a woman where the 


arm of the child prefented. He told me that 
the woman had been {fo tore in a former. de- © 
livery, that fhe could with difficulty retain 
her excrements. Sometime after her reco- 
very, we examined the parts, and advifed 
with others; but found it was impoflible to 


‘pare the parts fo as to get them to unite 


with the Suture. Befides, the Vagina and 
Reéfum where the laceration ended, felt fo 
thin that they could not join at that part. 


One of my pupils told me he had fucceeded 


in a cafe, where only the Perineum was tore, 
by making immediately the twifted future, 


asin the hare lip: however,.as rents of the 


Periq- 
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Perineum only are of little confequence, I 
never tried that: method, imagining ‘it dan- 
gerous to expofe the woman fo foon after 
delivery ; and where the Vagina and Reéfum 
are tore into one, it is impoffible to ufe the 
twifted future. This laft cafe 1s of more 
confequence, on account of the involuntary 
difcharge of the Feces: though in time, the 
parts by degrees recover in fome meafure their 
retentive faculty. 

I was indeed eed by feveral gentle- 
men of the profeflion, of an old rough prac- 
titioner at fome diftance from London, who 
when called in laborious cafes, delivers im- 
mediately with crotchet or Forceps; tears the 
parts, {titches them up, and as the common 
phrafe is, makes furgeon’s work: from which 
practice he has got the name of Dr. Pip, from 
his young competitors: 

CASE, VH. 

A woman in 1730, from a diftorted 
Pelvis had loft her child in a former labour, 
and was in labour of the fecond, which 
proved tedious alfo. I was called, and juft 
as the head was delivered entered the room; — 
but as the child ftuck at the fhoulders, I 
delivered the body in a fucceeding pain. 
On introducing my hand into the Vagina, 


I was pap cd to find part of it tore from 
the 
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the right fide of the Os Urerz about three 
fingers breadth. The Placenta foon fol- 
lowed, after which I again examined and 
was certain of the laceration, only the rent 
felt {maller, and the Os Uteri was a little 


tore alfo on that fide. This being at fome 


diftance in the country, I defired fhe would | 
ftir as little as poflible. I was afraid of the 
worft from the laceration of thefe parts. 
The child was dead; but the woman reco- 
vered without any bad fymptoms. I deli- 
vered her afterwards of another which was 
{mall and alive, and I found a large gap or 
chafm at the fide of the Os Uterz. [ have 
had fome others, in which I have been fen- 
fible of the Os Uterz’s having been rent; but 
never found it of bad confequence, unlefs the 
patient was thrown into a fever by bad ma- 
nagement; or other dangerous fymptoms. 
Thefe might bring on a mortification oe 


an the Uterus, by the tion, 

part, im cites “of — rent. a 
except however Cafes roth and 16th of Col- 
lection XXXV. Vide.alfo Collection XXXI. 


Cafe 28. Collection XXXIII. No. 2. Cafe 
gth. 


CASE 
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CAS E.. Vili 


A cafe, in which the Uferus was tore, and 
the child delivered with a crotchet. 


An old fervant of Mr. Buchanan’s in Co» 
wington in the county of Lanerk, was about 
forty when in labour of her firft child. She 
had been ricketty when a child, and for 
feveral years was troubled with an afthma, - 
and had recovered two or three times of an 
anafarca, that affected all the Membrana 
Cellulofa on the furface of her body. When 
I was called to her in labour, the dropfical 
{welling prevailed to a greater degree than 
formerly. She had been feveral days in la- 
bour: the membranes were not broke, and 
no waters could be felt: the head prefented, 
and was fqueezed down into a very narrow 
Pelvis. She was much funk, and her pains 
| "ae During the time when the pains 

Teadigongelt fe, felt-as if fomething in 
her belly had tore o or given way ona fadden, 
and as if her belly was grown. flatter, and 
lefs ftretched. The Pe/vis was fo narrow, 
that there was a neceflity to deliver by open- 
ing the head, and extracting the child with 
a crotchet, as directed above. On intro- 
ducing the hand to deliver the Placenta, the 
Uterus was found tore at the Fundus, and 
the inteftines pufhed down. The Placenta 

Vo. IIL. Cc was 
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was cautioufly delivered, and the inteftines 
returned. The Uterus felt lax, there was no 
great flooding. In order to avoid reflections, 
this accident was kept fecret. The torn part 
was fo large as to admit the hand to pafs it. 
She feemed perfectly free from pain, but very 
weak; had no vomitings, convulfions or flood- 
ings, and lived for ten or twelve hours after- 
wards, 


CAS" TX, 


A cafe in which the Userus was tore. In a 
letter from Mr. —— dated 1746, 


About two months ago, I was called to a” 
poor woman, who had been in travel for 
‘eight days. When I came, the midwife, a 
perfect goddefs with the good women, had 
left the unhappy woman with this expreflion, 
that fhe had no travel pains, and would 
not be delivered before fhe had more pains, 
But when I came, I found her in the loweft 
condition a woman could be in and“alive; 
for I could not perceive any pulfation of her 
arteries. Much againft my inclination, I was 
perfuaded by fome of her friends, and after 
examination found the Os Tince fo much 
dilated as to admit four of my fingers. I 
found likewife the chin of the Fezus prefent- 
ing, and refting on the Os Pudis of the mo- 
ther. The waters were voided long before, I 
| imme- 
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immediately endeavoured to grafp one of its 
legs, which I found, and foon delivered the 
woman of a dead child; but when. I again 
introduced my hand into the Uterus, to my 
great trouble I found the inteftines. She had 
been frightened the day fhe was firft taken in 
labour. According to your prudent ad- - 
vice, I {poke nothing of the matter, but pro- 
nounced her a dead wothan, ani fhe accord- 
“ingly expired in lefs than fix hours after. 
Lamotte book 4. chap. 5. gives two cafes, 
in which the Uferus was tore by the viol:nce 
of the pains, One woman lived three days 
after, and the other four. In one of them, 
when opened, the rent part where the child 
had pafled through, was fo contracted as juft 
to admit the end of the little finger. 

In the memoirs of the Academy of Sciences, 
H. 1724, p. 36—52. are cafes of lacerations 
of oe womb in delivery. | 


"Miaiiceain: in obfervation 577, 

Gives an account of a little woman whom 
he faw two months after fhe was delivered, 
who had an involuntary difcharge of urine 
from a long tedious labour, which occafioned 
a fuppuration in the Vagina and_ bladder. 
From this a fiftula remained, and through 
it the urine paffled. He gives two more cafes 
of the fame kind. , 
ca | Vice 
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| Vide Lamotte book 5. chap. 5. on contu- 
fions, and lacerations. 


NUMBER’ If. CASE I. 
Inflammations of the Pudenda. 

A woman complained after the third day, 
of a pain and hardnefs in the right Lad. 
Pudendi, On examining and enquiry, I found 
the {welling and pain began to be perceived | 
only the night before. I ordered ftupes to 
be applied, wrung out of a decoction of 
emollient herbs, and to be repeated frequent 
ly, and in the intervals direéted them to 
anoint the parts with Ungt. Sambuci, by which 
method the fwelling fubfided; the pain abat- 
ed; and in four or five days, difappeared 
entirely. 


CASE TH, 
Inflammations of the: Pudenda. 


The day after a fevere and tedious labour, 
the external. parts of a woman in her’firft 
child, were fo exceffively fwelled, that the’ 
could neither make water nor go to ftool,. 
altho” fhe had an inclination, and had tried 
frequently. I prefcribed the fame method 
as above, only inftead of the emollient oint- 
ment, I advifed a large poultice of bread and 
milk, to be applied and renewed after every 
fluping. Next day the fwelling was fo abat- 

ed, 
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ed, that the patient made water freely, and 
went to ftool; and the whole complaint, by 
the continuance of thofe applications, went 


off by. degrees, fo that the woman recovered. 
Vide Collect. XIV. No. 3. Cafe 3. 


CASE Ill. on inflammations. 


I was called by a midwife to a woman 
the fifth day after delivery. ‘The labour bad 
been tedious and fevere, occafioned by a 
large child; the external parts were very 
much {welled and livid; the pain from the 
inflammation had been very great ; but was 
then a little abated; a circumftance which 
made me afraid that fhe was in danger of a 
mortification: however, I was in hopes from 
her having had a plentiful difcharge of the 
Lochia, which {till continued, that the Uterus 
was not affected. She had alfo made water 
feveral times, although with difficulty; but 
had no ftool. After fhe was relieved by a 
glyfter, I ordered a fomentation of the emol- 
lent herbs with fome fpirit of wine and. Sa/ 
Armoniac, with which the parts were fre- 
‘quently ftuped and fomented. An emollient | 
cataplafm of bread and milk was applied; 
after every fomentation the fwelling and 
pains abated more and more. About the 
ninth day feveral mortified floughs caft off, 
both from the Labia and Vagina. The cata- 

Cc 3 _ plafms 
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plafms were continued, and a large doffil 
dipped in digeftive, and kept on the Va- 
gina, to prevent contractions, or coalitions. 
The parts recovered. | 


(27 Aa ls eal. 


Inflammation of the Urerus and neighbour- 
ing par tS. 


- Peing called in 1725, toa woman on tte 
third day after delivery of her frft child, and 
finding that fhe complaled of much pain 
and hardnei{s above the Pubis, LT examined the — 
Abdomen with the hand below the bed cloths, 
and found the fubfta:ce of the tame harder 
and la:ger thanit pfually felt, I was certain 
that it could not be from any diftention of the 
Vefica Urinaria, be: aufe fhe had made water 
frequently. I was teld that the labour was long 
and tedious: that fhe had in time of it prefled 
her belly againft the lid of a high cheft; that 
fhe complained of the pain immediately-after 
delivery, and was in torment ever fince. 

I was much furprifed to find that altho’ 
the pain had prevented (leep, yet there had 
been and ftill was a plentiful difcharge, and 
but little fever... I imagined that the com- 
plaint proceeded from the external parts that 
had fuffered from a contufion, by the impru- 
dent forcing them againft fo hard a fubftance ; 
her pulte being a little quick, fhe was blooded 
| i 


a 
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an the arm to the amount of about fix ounces. 
An emollient glyfter gave her a plentiful 
- tool; the Abdomen. was ftuped or fomented 
with milk, water, and a little brandy ; and 
a poultice of frefh cow dung foftened with 
frefh butter, was laid all over the Abdomen. 

Thefe were the only remedies then to be 
had. I gave her ten grains of the P7/. Mat- 
thei, fhe had a pretty good night; but when 
the effect of the opiate was over, the pains 
returned in the morning. The Abdomen was 
again ftuped with a decoction of the emol- 
lient herbs, and a cataplafm of loaf bread 
applied, as the fmell of the former was dif- 
agreeable to the patient. Thefe applications 
were repeated twice a day, and in two days 
more, the pain, tenfion and hardnefs abated, 
and the fete recovered, 


“CASE ¥. 


An Paces fuppofed to be in the right | 
Ovarium and Ligaments of the Uterus. 


In the year 1751, I was called to 2 woman 
on the fifth day after delivery. She told me, 
that the midwife gave her great pain in tearing 
(as fhe called it) the Placenta from her right 
fide; and that fhe had fent for me to examine 
a {welling there, which fhe felt with her 
hand.. She was a lean woman: I felt the 
ie contracted like a round ball; bat on 

Ce4 | the 
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the right fide a fubftance about the fize of a 
goofe exg ;. from this proceeded a round and 
long fu bitance about the thicknefs of two | 
fingers, which. ended at the groin of that 
fide: the examination of thefe particulars 
eave her great pain, Much the fame me- 
thod was ujed to this woman, as in the for- 
mer cafe, wz. venelection, glyfters, fomen- 
tations and emollient cataplafms; befides 
proper management as to the fix nonnatu- 
rals, and keeping her in breathing {weats. 
The {welling on the right fide diminifhed ; 
but fhe was not free from pain till after the | 
twentieth day. 


CASE VI. 


Another, proceeding from much the fame 
caule. 


A gentlewoman in her fecond child had 
been delivered by a male practitioner who 
gave her great pain in ‘delivering the die- 
centa 3 and this has continued lefs or more 
ever fince. I was befpoke to attend her in 
the next labour, when fhe had an eafy time ; ; 
the Placenta. came down of itfelf, but in or- 
der to fatisfy her and myfelf, I introduced 
my hand into the Userus to examine. I found 
all found on the infide; nothing of any kind 
of tumour, hardnefs, or unequal contraction 
to account for the violent pains that fhe for- 

6 merly 
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| merly complained of. By proper care and 
management fhe recovered, and was free of 
former pain for four weeks, which afforded 
great hopes of a perfect cure; but it after- 
wards returned with as — vidlenee as be= 
fore. 

I have delivered her threé times fince, and 

her Jabours have been fafe and eafy. She 
was always free from the pains for three of 
four weeks after. It 1s alfo remarkable that 
fhe was always eafier when with child, from 
which circumftance her hufband ufed to al- 
ledge that he was the beft doctor. 
"The pains were moftly on the right fide 
towards the groin, but they extended quite 
round her back and loins. The principal phy- 
ficians i in London were confulted from time to 
- time; and the tried many different remedies ; 
| including the cold and hot baths, with all 
kinds of anodynes and evacuations; but fhe 
“ie not in the leaft relieved ; neither could 
any of the profeffi on find out the caufe of 
the excruciating pains; which in general 
paffed for a nervous rheumatifm. 

Finding her free from thefe pains after 
delivery, when fhe kept in bed, and before 
fhe’ went abroad; I after the next delivery 
kept her’ longer in bed, and in breathing 
feats but notwithftanding this caution, the 

| pains 
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pains returned, and did not abate of their 
violence, till fhe was again with child, 


CA Savill 


A cafe of a violent inflammation of the 
Uterus, an impofthume forming, and dif= 
charged at the navel. 


In February 1748, I was called'to Mrs. 
S—— in Holborx, who came on purpofe from 
the country to be delivered of her firft child. 
The child prefented fair, yet fhe was in. 
ftrong labour for five or fix hours: the night 
was cold, and fhe over-reached and ftrained _ 
herfelf too. much by hanging on women’s 
fhoulders, and backs of chairs, and was at 
the latter end quite unmanageable. | She. 
would not go to bed when it was neceflary ; 
but tumbled about onthe floor. At laft fhe. 
was fafely delivered of the child and fecun- 
dines; the bed was in a large’ clofet with no 
fire place in it. She was much better next 
day than I expected; but complained of 
pains in her arms, back, and haunches, from: 
her overftraining thefe parts in time of la- 
bour. Her nurfe being taken ill could not 
attend her fo much as was neceflary, fo that. 
fhe caught more cold; and the perfpiration 
{topped. She was attacked on the third day 
with violent pains in her belly, and had no 

appear- 
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- appearance of milk in her breafts: in confe- 
quence of taking a fudvrifick and opiate, 
fhe refted better, fweated’ much, and was 
eaficr next day. The difcharge of the Lochia, 
was in fuffcient quantity 5 but her pulfe was» 
low and quick. The pains returned at night; 
fhe had little reft, and did not fweat. On the 
firft day, a hardnefs and fwelling had been 
perceived above the Os Pudzs, and the pain 
increafed. I ordered Elec?. Mithridat. 31. to 
he taken every eight hours, with the follow- 
ing draught. R. Aq. Cinnamoni 218 = Ctrna- 
mom. Vins 28. Tiné Cafior. Sp, Cor. Cervi a 
Gt. xxx. Syr. Croci 38. I alfo prefcribed a pare- 
gorick draught to be taken at night. R. 44, 
 Alexster. Simp. Zi8. Nucts Mifchat. Vinos 3%. 
Tinét. Paregor. Gt. xxx. Syr. e Mecsnio. 28, 
She had no drought; her pulfe was low, and 
fhe was naturally of a lax habit of body: the 
refted better. and had plentiful fweats; but 
the Lochia had a bad {mell, and I fufj peéted 
that a gangrene was beginning. I adavel 
her beliy to be fomented with bladders filled 
half full of water as hot as the could endure 
it. The bolufes and draughts were conti- 
nued; her pains and (nO of the belly di- 
| minithed ; the difcharge of the Lochia in- 
creafed ; as fhe had pains inher back and 
was coltive, Il o: ‘dered an emollient glytter 
with 3). of Sal Neri in It, which gave her 
twa 
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two motions. ‘This relieved the pains con- 
fiderably, but on the fixth night they return- 
ed, and the {welling and hardnefs increafed 
on the left fide, as high as the navel. The 
pain was fo acute, that fhe took two of the 
paregorick draughts in two hours before fhe 
was relieved. ‘This method was continued 
till the eighth day, when fhe was taken with 
a. violent loofenefs. She feemed. at. firft re- 
lieved by the ftocls, of the {welling and pains 
. but as they.weakened her much, I was obli- 
ged to check them by ordering 4g. Cinnam. 
Simp. Biv. Cinnam. Vinos 3i. Eled..e Scordia. - 
38 Syr. e Meconio. 2}. four {poonfuls to be ta- 
ken every two hours, or as-there fhould be 
occafion. Her common drink was rice gruel 
with red wine and the white decoétion ;. fhe 
had the paregorick draught repeated at night, 
the loofenefs went off: fhe refted and {weated 
that night, and was tolerably eafy next day; 
but the fwelling- and hardnefs of the belly 
were removed. She continued in this way to 
the twentieth day, being obliged to take the 
draught every night. She had frequent re- 
turns of the loofe ftools, about two or three, 
or four in a day; but when. they recurred, 
stoo frequent, the former mixture was repeat- 
ed, with the Decoét. Alb. She frequently 
took harts-horn jellies and broths to keep up 
her ftrength. All this time fhe had no cold 
fave | 
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- fhiverings, although I fufpected from the 
feventh or eight day, that an impofthume 
was forming; but I wasin hopes, as there 
was a large difcharge of the Lochia, of a 
reddifh colour and a good f{mell, although it 
did not diminifh with the loofe ftools, yet. 
it might. in time carry off her diforder. This, — 
however, did not happen. An abfcefs broke 
at the navel, on the twenty-ninth day; and 
a large quantity of matter was difcharged ; 
this relieved her of all her pains; but every 
now and then, when the difcharge ftopped, 
the tumour and pains returned, and were 
relieved by the matter forcing its way afreth, 
or dilating the opening. The difcharge con- 
tinued feveral weeks by which fhe was much 
weakened : but at laft fhe recovered. 


‘CASE VII. 


As there are feldom inflammations in the 
 _ Uterus without obftructions of the Lechia, 
* and feldom obftructions of the Lochia, but 
there muft be more or lefs of an inflam- 
mation of the Urerus, they might be joined 

- together. But as I have planned cafes to 
_ illuftrate the firft volume, I fhall for me- 
_thod’s fake give fome in this place, as well 

ss as in the other. 

» In the -year 1725, I was called to a wo- 


man_on. the ninth day after delivery of her 
; firlt 
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firft child. The labour had been tedious, 
but fafe; for three days fhe feemed to be in 
a good way; but her attendants imagining 
fhe ought to be fupported with cordials, gave 
her punch for her common drink. ‘This 
threw her into a fever, and produced violerit 
pains in the lower part of the Abdomen. The 
Lechia were obftructed, and the pains grew 
very weak. I was told on my arrival, that 
the pains had begun to abate, and fhe was 
much better. 

I found her pulfe quick, 1660: and {nialf, 
with an intermiflion now and then; the 44. 
domen much tumefied and hard; a fmall dif ~ 
charge on the cloths of a brown colour, 
and cadaverous fmell. All thefe bad fymp- 
toms fhewed plainly that fhe was in im- 
minent danger, and that the reafon of her 
pains abating, proceeded from a begun mor- 
tification of the Uzerus. The friends were 
much furprifed when I told therm of the ha- 
zard, for they imagined fhe was out of 
danger. In a few hours fhe was attacked 
with the fingultus, grew delirious, and died 
next morning. 

As the cortex was not. then known to be 
efficacious in mortifications; and indeed, in 
this cafe, as proceeding from a violent in- 
fliammation, and not from weaknefs, I am 
afraid could have been of little fervice, I or- 


dered 
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dered fome warm medicines and fomenta- 
‘tions, vz. firft warm ftupes with the aro- 
“matick herbs, and a large epithem of Theriac. 
Venet. applied to the Abdomen; and internally 
a mixture, four fpoonfuls to be taken fre- 
quently, of 4g, Pulegij, Theriacalis, a %iije 
Syr. Croci 9. f. | 


wat * 
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COLRECG YT TLON, XUE 
[Vide Vol. 1. Book 4. Chap. 14 Se&t. 2.] 


NUMBER &k CASE L 

I attended and delivered an officer’s lady of 
her firft child. ‘The labour was fafe and eafy ; 
but I was furprifed, when I vifited her next day, 
to find her up and drefled. I entreated her to 
undrefs and go to bed, that fhe might get into 
a breathing {weat as foon as poffible; and I 
enlarged upon the bad confequences that 
would follow this mifconduct. She had 
heard at fecond hand from gentlemen in the 
army, of women delivered in the camp, and 
on a march, who neverthelefs recovered very 
well; and fhe declared, that as fhe was re- 
dolved to follow the camp, fhe defigned 
to ufe herfelf to that we r pH ool her, 
that although fome might efcape in cafes of 
extreme neceflity, yet many no doubt had 
fuffered on fuch occafions; and I obferved 
that women ufedto had labour, and the 
‘inclemency of the weather, would fuffer lefs 
than thofe who were bred more delicately. 
About an hour after I left her, fhe was taken 
with violent pains in the Abdomen, and a-cold 
fhivering; on which the nurfe undrefled, 
and 
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~and put her to, bed. She then gave her 
fome warm caudle, covered her with a heap 
of clothes, and.fent for me. By the time I 
arrived, fhe was thrown into a plentiful 
fweat, and the pains had abated. I defired 
the nurfe, when the pains were intirely gone, 
to take off fome of the fuperfluous clothes; but | 
to continue enough to keep her ina breath- 
ing fweat. This management of the nurfe 
prevented any bad accident, and the patient 
recovered very well; but was fo afraid, that 
I could fearce perftiade her, even after’ the 
ninth day, to get ott of bed.” | 


Rick SE, 's Wy 


A foldier’s wife, who is now a widow, and 
nurfe in London, told me -that fhe was deli- 
vered of a child in a wood, at Dettingen, in 
time, of he is psagement after which fhe was 

Mae aca mothers, in a rainy night, 
fe eral mi less BY the @old:.and fatigue the 
was thrown into a fever, and became deli- 
rious for fome days; yet recovered, though 
with great aio Vide Collett. XXXII. 


hes 2. pas 10. 


\ 


GASB iG 


Inthe beginning of my practice, I was 
fent for in a cold frofty night, to a poor 
woman at fome diftance in the country, who 

Vor. Ill. ee ee had 
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had been fafely delivered. As fhe was ex 
ceffively cold, all the time of labour, from 
the badnefs of the houfe, the want of clothes, | 
and neceffaries of life, I gave her hufband 
fome money, to go to an alehoufe at a mile 
diftance, and bring from thence fomething 
comfortable. I left directions with the mid- 
wife to get her warm as foon as poffible. 

The fellow got drunk, and did not return 
for feveral hours. I was told afterwards that | 
the cold and fhivering continued, and, the 
poor creature died next morning. 

Indeed, as there was little or no fuel for 
fire, both the midwife and I caught fevere 
colds; for it was a lone houfe, and at a di- 
{tance from any inhabited neighbourhood. 


CAS E* TV; 
The effects of hot air. 


Some years ago, when the! fummer was 
uncommonly hot in London, Iwas called to 
a patient in labour. There was a firé in 
the room, which was fo hot and fuffocating, 
that the woman and attendants and myfelf 
were {carcely able to breathe. I immediately 
ordered the fire to be extinguifhed ; the win- 
dows and door of the room to be fet wide 
open, and fome of the clothes to be taken off 
the bed. The ignorant nurfe had demanded 
a fire to warm the clothes or clouts, and put 

as 
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as many blankets on the bed as were ufed in 
cold weather. As fhe imagined warm and 
nourifhing things were beit, ihe had alfo 
mixed plenty of wine ame Apicery in the 
caudle. 

~ When I examined, Tfound the labour pret- 
ty far advanced; but my patient was very 
hot, having a quick full pulfe, accompanied 
with a great drought. 

Being afraid of the bad confequence of 
thefe violent fymptoms, I immediately or- 
dered twelve ounces of blood to be taken from 
her arm; and direéted her to drink barley 
water acidulated with juice of lemon. The 
{ymptoms abated, and fhe was fafely delivered 
in about an hour after my arrival. The 
difcharges being in a fufhicient quantity, 
I ordered her to be kept quiet, and to 
drink plentifially of barley water without the 
lemon. The -room being now pretty cool, 
the window was fhut, but the door left 
open. 

Next day, as it was ftill feorching hot, I 
ordered a window towards the north to be 
_ kept open, fome mallows were ftrewed in the . 
room, and placed on the tables and drawers; 
flowers were fetin pots, and thefe were fprink- 
led every now and then with cold water.. The 
patient being fill hot and dry, and the. pulfe 
a little quick, I defired her to continue the 

| AD Ae barley - 
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barley water for drink, and alfo to take be- 
tween whiles fome water gruel, with a very 
little white wine, and toafted bread for nou- 
rifhment. By this method the fever was abat- 
ed, and fhe recovered better than I expected. 

During the fame tract of hot weather, I 
attended feveral patients in labour; and the 
fame cautious methods being ufed, they all 
recovered. I remember, by wayof precau- 
tion, I ordered each of them to lofe about 
fix or eight ounces of blood, to keep mode- 
rately cool, and take a light diet, more or 
lefs, according to their different conftitutions: 
thefe meafures ferved alfo to prevent profufe 
{weats, fuch as Happeney in the following 
cafe. 


CASE IV:.. 


Above thirty years ago, when I lived in 
the country, I was called to 4 woman on the 
fourth or fifth day after delivery of her fipft 
child. The weather was hot, by which, and 
too hot a regimen, fhe was thrown into pro- 
fufe {weats.. The difcharges had been in the 
ufual way for the firft two days; but now ° 
were intirely ftopped, and her breafts quite 
flaccid : both the milk and difcharges feem- 
ing to be carried off by the exceffive fweat- 
ing. Her pulfe was low, and her fpirits were 
much funk, I called in another gent tleman 

in 
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yn this uncommon cafe. We ordered fmall. 
quantities of the Spzr. Mindererz, with ni- 
trous medicines, and a nutritive diet. Her 
- body and extremities were firmly comprefied 
with linen waiftcoats and rollers; but all was 
to no purpofe; fhe at laft grew comatofe 
about the ninth.day, and expired. 


“NUMBER JIL A oly 
With refpect to eating and drinking. 


It is really furprifing to fee the follies of 
ignorant midwives and nurfes in their opi- 
~mion about eating and drinking, from the - 
— excefs of which many poor women have loft 
their lives, 

I was called foon after I fettled in London, 
by one of the firft-rate midwives,-to fee a’ 
fhopkeeper’s wite whom fhe had delivered 
the night beforey. I found her pulfe quick ; 
fhe hid, enjoyed little or no reft, and com- 
plained that fhe had an uneafinefs and load 
at her flomach. The midwife told me the 
had eat nothing but her chicken; and that 
was her ufual way with all her women, to 
fill up the emptyneis in her bowels, and keep 
the wind out of the ftomach. I found the - 
patient was naturally of a delicate conftitu- 
tion: J. faid nothing then; but ordered her 
to drink frequently a.little barley water in- 
- ftead of {trong caudle, and preferibed an 
D d 3 — emole - 
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emollient ¢ lyfter, and thefe had the good 
effect to empty and aflitt digeftion. I after- 
wards argued privately with the midwife on 
the fubject; and the was convinced, from what 
had happened, that the complaint proceeded 
from the patient’s being forced to eat againft 
her inclination. I told the midwife that the 
method might do with fome who had a good 
appetite : and indeed fome of my patients have 
complained of being exceflively hungry after 
delivery; and thefe I have allowed to eat 
more or lefs of a chicken, or of other food 
of eafy digeftion, and they were not the 
worfe ; but to thofe who had no fuch craving, 
I found caudle and broth with bread were. 
better, and fat eafier on the ftomach. 


CASS Ea. 


Errors are alfo frequently..committed: in 
the article of drink. Many*»midwives ima- 
gine, that women in labour, and after de- 
livery, haga to have {trong cordials to af- 
fift, and fupport them; fuch as ftrong wa- 
ters diftilled from fpices and fpirits, together 
with brandy and wine. I fhall give one fa- 
tal inftance of a cafe of this nature, which 
may be fuficient to deter midwives from fuch 
piattices. Many years ago, I was called in 
the country, to a friend of my wife's, who 
had been fafely delivered about three days. 

When 


, e. 
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When I arrived, they told me fhe had been 
in a great fever, and had violent pains in the 
Abdomen, for two days; but that now fhe 
was much eafier. I enquired particularly, 
and found that during labour and ever fince, 
her drink had been moftly warm punch ; 
three parts water, and one of brandy. She 
had an intenfe heat on the {kin of her arm ; 
_ her pulfe was quick, low, and intermitting, 

The pains, from being violent, were fuddenly 
abated, and indeed quite gone. I then told 
the friends, that, far from being better, fhe 
was in the moft imminent hazard of her life; 
that there had been a violent inflammation 
of the Uterus ; and that the pains abating on 
a fudden plainly indicated, that an incurable | 
mortification was come on; that as her pulfe 
-had begun to intermit, fhe would foon grow 
delirious, and die in a few hours. My prog- 
noftic was verified, to the de furprife of all 
 -prefent. 


NUMBER II. CO ApS Je 1. 
Relating to fleep and watching. 


It was formerly counted dangerous to al- 
low women to fleep immediately after deli- 
very; but for my pal I always found it 
of great fervice to keep them quiet, as foon 
as they were placed right in bed. 

Dd 4 A pa- 
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A patient whom I had delivered, after a 
tedious labour, inclined to fleep; but the 
nurfe and attendants refolved to keep her 
awake, by reading odd, romantic ftories. I 
told them that any danger from fleeping could 
only exift when there was a violent flooding 5 
but as that was not the prefent cafe, it was 
a pity to baulk her inclination. However, 
as they were fo much afraid, [ promifed to 
{tay by her, with the nurfe. She accordingly 
fleeped found for two hours, and was much 
refrefhed when fhe awoke. I have had many 
fuch battles with the afhftants; but always 
found that the fooner the patient fell into a~ 
fleep, the better fhe recovered; and indeed, 
whenever they could not procure natural. 
fieep, and their pulfe was not very quick, I 
always ordered an opiate. 


CrAS EF gece 


I was called by. an apothecary to a patient 
who had been delivered the day before: fhe 
had. got no reft, and complained of great 
. pains in her bowels, which did not feem to 
be after-pains. It was her firft child. She 
had no ftoppage of urine or fymptoms of a 
fever. She begged cf me if poflible to relieve 
her; but at the fame time, not to give her 
any preparation in which there was opium. 
I told the apothecary, that as the pains were 


fo 


CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 409 
- fo violent, nothing elfe could relieve her. He 
faid, that opiates did never agree with her in 
her former complaints, or make her fleep © 
when reftlefs. I anfwered, that I wanted only 
to eafe the pain; and after that fhe would 
fleep of courfe; and that we muft deceive 
‘her. I ordered a draught with thirty drops 
of the Tiné#. Thebaic. 1 called next morning, 
and found her free from pain. She had en- 
joyed good reft; and faid, that fhe had been 
in heaven ever fince fhe had taken the me- 
dicine. “I have had many inftances of the 
’ fame kind, when opiates were adminiftered 
properly, as mentioned in the latter end of 
the firft volume. However, I have had alfo 
fome few patients who were not in pain, 
but could not reft, and opiates did them no 
fervice; as in the following cafe. 


CASE iil. 


I attended an apothecary’s wife in her 
firft child. She was every way fafe and eafy- 
after delivery; but could not fleep. I or- 
dered a gentle opiate, which had no effect ; 
but inftead of compofing, gave her a giddi- 
nefs, and prefented many {pectres to her ima- 
- gination, particularly the witches in the tra- 
_ gedy of Macbeth. I then ordered a bolus of 
Puly. Caflor. gr. v. and Sal Vol. Cor. Cerui gr. 
lj. to be taken, and repeated occationally 

This 
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This had the defired effect, by which fhe got 
good reft; and it was the only remedy that 
procured flegpa in her fucceeding deliveries. 


NUMBER IV. eae RI. 
Relating to motion and reft. 


[Vide No. 1. Cafe x. of this Colleétion.] 


A woman of a healthy conftitution, who had 
been delivered twice in the country, came to 
live with her family in Loudon when big with 
child. I was befpoke to attend her, and fhe 
was fafely delivered. I vifited her the fecond 
and third day, and found every thing ina - 
good way; but was furprifed, when I called 
on the fourth, to find her up, and in her 
common drefs.. She told me, that fhe had 
fat up the evening and night before, and 
played at cards, and was to dine with the 
_ family; that fhe had done the fame after her. 
former labours, and recovered much better 
than thofe who lay in bed. I exclaimed 
againft that practice, and told her that I had 
been called often to patients who had been 
thrown into violent complaints by getting 
up too foon, and I was afraid fhe might 
fuffer fooner or later by being too forward. 
However, fhe perfifted in her old way, and 
recovered exceeding well: but the next time 
I delivered her, fhe was on the fourth day 

| taken 
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taken with violent pains in the lower parts of | 
the Abdomen, which threw her into a vio- 
lent fever. As 1 was engaged with another 
patient, I did not fee her till they fent for 
me on the fixth, when I found the pains and 
fever exceffive. She was immediately blood- 
ed. Dr. Shaw was called; and we ordered 
draughts with the Sa/ Abfnth. and Suc, Li- 
mon. alfo the common emulfion with nitre. 
She grew delirious, the pain went off fud- 
denly on the feventh, and fhe died the fame 
night. Vide No. 2. Cafe 2. of this Col- 
lection. — | | 

One would be apt to imagine, that this 
fatal cataftrophe happened from her confti- 
_ tution’s altering and becoming more delicate 
by a city life. 


CUA Say Ai. | 


Although, ‘for the moft part, the poorer 
- fort of women, that are expofed to endure 
cold, fatigue, and hardfhips of all kinds, will 
recover by fuch hardy ufage after delivery ; 
yet ] have been called to many, who have 
been in the utmoft danger. 
A poor woman in St. Giles’s, was delivered 
by Mrs. More, and fome of my pupils, who 
gave her fome money; which being foon {pent 
in gin with her goffips, fhe went out beg- 
ging with her child on the fourth day after 
A ee oe 3 VET, 
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_delivery, was taken with violent pains and a 
fever that night, and with great difficulty 
recovered by blooding and myepuloe tee 
; medicines. 


C8 6-E oii. 


A poor woman, of a {trong conftitution, 
was ‘delivered by us three times, and efcaped 
without any complaints, although fhe was 
out in the ftreet begging with her child, and: 
finging ballads, on the fourth or fifth day, 
with a man’s coat on her back. 

I could give many inftances in which ro- 
buft women, and thofe who have been bred 
hardily, will recover furprifingly ; and alfo 
of fuch as are more delicately brought up, 
who, from a very {mall error in management, 
will be brought into great danger: but thefe 
are fufficient to illuftrate what Ihave publith- 
ed inmy firft volume, on this fubject. 


NUMBER VV. CUAS RL TS 
Obftruction of urine. 


I was called by a midwife to a woman in 
‘the Hay-Market. . "The membranes had been 
broke many hours, and the head prefented. 
She complained of great continued pain at 
the lower part of the Addomen, and it in- 
‘ereafed in time of a labour pain, which obli- 
ged her to reftrain the laft as much as is 
| fible 
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fible. After informing. myfelf of every thing 
relating to the patient, I found fhe had made 
no water for many hours; from which cir- 
cumftance I concluded that the foregoing | 
pain muft proceed from too great a diften- 
fion of the Vefica Urinaria. I faid nothing 
to the woman; but bade her take courage, 
and told her I hoped foon to relieve her. 

As fhe lay on her fide, I tried to introduce 
the catheter under the clothes; but as fhe — 
fhrunk from me, I was obliged to take the 
affiftance of the hight of a wax taper, and 
drew off a large quantity of water. The 
pain immediately went off, and fhe was de- 
livered foon after. I have had feveral cafes 
of the fame kind, in which the -women were 
relieved in the fame manner. Sometimes I 


could introduce the catheter without infpec- 


tion; but 4-I found it not eafily performed, 
I chofe theférmer method, to prevent hurt- 
ing and inflaming the Urethra. 


CAR Bik 

I was called by Mrs. Draper, midwife, to 
a little decrepid patient, on the fifth day after 
. delivery. The labour had been tedious, and 
fhe had paffed urine feveral times, but with 
fome difficulty. At laft it had {topped for 
about twelve hours, and fhe was in great 
pain. The catheter patied with difficulty, 
from | 
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from the parts being inflamed. She was re- 
lieved on the difcharge; but the obftruction 
returning, I was obliged to repeat the ope- 
ration feveral times; and at laft there was 
a large difcharge of Pus from the Urethra. 

This reduced the {welling, and carried off 
the preffure on the Urethra, which obitruéted 
the paflage of the urine. 


C°A SR: 


I was called to a woman who had been, 
three hours before I came, delivered of her 
farft child, about eight at night. She com-_ 
plained of exceflive pain in the Abdomen. 
Her midwife Mrs. Fletcher was gone. | in- 
quired of the patient if fhe had made water 
during labour,’and fhe told me fhe had made 
great quantities. I examined the Abdomen, 
and found there was not another child, and 
the nurfe told me that the Placenta was all 
come off: Iordered an opiate, in hopes that 
it would relieve the pain, and called next 
morning, when the midwife was prefent. The - 
patient was {till in great pain, and had got 
no reft all night. I then faid I was furprifed 
that the complaint was fo obftinate, efpe- 
cially as fhe had paffed fo much water in 
time of the labour, and enquired if fhe had 
made any during the night. The midwife 
told me, that fhe was certain fhe had made 

s no 
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~ no water all the time of her labour, which 
was very tedious, and that fhe had pafled 
none fince. I then found that the patient 
had miftaken the waters from the Uterus, for 
her urine, and that all thefe pains proceeded 
from the diftenfion of the bladder. I im- 
mediately drew off a large quantity, as I re- 
member, about five pints. She faid in time 
of the operation, when not above a pint or 
lefs was drawn off, that now fhe was as if 
in heaven, by being free from pain. I have 
had many fuch cafes in which I was obliged 
to draw off the urine feveral times before. 
the patients could make water, but unlefs 
they were in great pain, I always waited to 
try what nature would do, fometimes to the 
third or even to the fourth days efpecially if 
they {weated much. 


NUMBER Vere CASE IV. 

Ree Coffivence ; | 
It is a great happine(s, if patients are co- 
{tive before delivery, that the child’s head 
as it is prefled down to the ‘lower part of the 
Pelvis, forces down before it the hard excre+ 
ments which are contained in the Rectum; by 
which means the patient has a plentiful ftool. 
I have had many patients however who 
wanted relief about the fourth or fifth day 
| after ; 
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after ; this was eafily accomplifhed by laxa- 
tive medicines or fuppofitories and glyfters. 

I was called to a woman who had been 
without paflage from her delivery to the 
feventh day. She had great ftrainings, but 
to no purpofe. A glyfter was tried to be 
thrown up; but it could not pafs. A fup- 
pofitory was ufed without producing the de- 
fired effect. About four fpoonfuls of warm- 
ed oil was injeCted, which brought off fome 
hard faces: this gave room for another gly- 
fter, which relieved the patient. 


CAS.ExV. 
Purgings. 

A woman delivered all of a fudden in the 
feventh month. She was coftive, and the 
child paffed fo eafily, that fhe had no ftool at 
delivery. As fhe was next day uneafy on 
that account, I defired the ntrfe to admi- 
nifter a glyfter of water gruel with a little 
oil; but without my knowledge fhe had put 
in a large quantity of falt. This gave her _ 
paflage; but at the fame time brought on a 
violent purging which weakened her excef- 
fively ; but at laft it was {topped by repeated 
opiates. 


CASE 
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CASE. VI. 

I wads called to another to whom a glyfter 
of the farne kind had been given foon after 
delivery, which brought on fuch a violent 

urging as exhaufted her ftrength, and car- 
ried het off in five or fix hours, notwith- 
ftanding all the common methods were ufed 
to relieve her. 7 


Se Ae ee 
[Vide Colle&. 33. No. 4. Cale 7.] 

A woman, about the eighteenth or twentieth 
day aftet delivery, whén fhe feemied out of dan+ 
ber, was taken all of a fudden, witha violent 
purging, which immeédiately funk her very 
low; this was foon checked: but then her 
legs began to fell from their being” again fo 
faddenly emptied and weakened by the loofe- 
nefs: Her ftomach alfo natifeatéd all food. 
Being called to her affiftance, I declared her 
in great danger, efpecially as fhe was natu- 
rally of a weak conftitution, and I advifed the | 
friends to take the advice of a phyfician, as 
it was not now my province. to prefcribe. 
Dr. Mead vifited her next day, and ordered 
medicines to invigorate the body, by quicken- 
ing the circulation of the blood, and con- 
tracting or ftrengthening the fibres of the 
bowels, fuch as Confeét. Cardiaca, Aq. Cinam. 

Vou. III. ee fe &e. 
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&c. neverthelefs the languor continued, and 
the {welling in her legs increafed with vio- 
lent pains in them. At laft, the lower part 
of her belly and right fide fwelled excef~ 
fively ; and fhe died about fix weeks after 
delivery. 

-Tcould give more cafes of coftivenefs and 
purgings; but I refer the reader to the di- 
rections in Vol. I. 


NU UMBER WAG CASE Ff, 
Paffions of the mind. 


I attended a.patient the night that the fire 
happened in Beauford’s buildings, and within 
a few houfes of the difafter. The labour 
went. on exceedingly well, and we kept her 
from the knowledge of the accident for fome 
little time, until we had taken meafures for 
her fafety, by having a chair in. waiting, and a 
room prepared in a friend’s houfe near Covent- 
Garden. At length the noife alarmed her, I 
told her the affair, and that it was at a dif- 
tance, and alfo that. we had provided for 
her fafety: fhe feemed fatisfied ; yet the pains 
immediately ceafed. And altho’ the fire, was 
extinguifhed, yet the pains did not return 
till fome hours after, when fhe was foon de- 
livered, and recovered tolerably well. 


CASE 


CASES IN MIDWIFERY. 419 


ok Selec Se aes 


In the year'1751, I was cata to Fenchurch 
Street by one of nly old pupils, who with an 
old midwife was attending a patient pretty 
much advanced in years, in labour of a firft 
child. Every thing was in a right way for a 
fafe delivery; but as the cafe was tedious and 
lingering, both the woman .and her friends 
were impatient, and had fent for an old 
blundering pretender 1 in that neighbourhood, 
who told the patient that. fhe was in the 
utmoft danger, if fhe was not immediately 
delivered. He faid he hoped he could fave 
her life; but the child was dead already, and 
he called in another midwife who confirmed 
what he’ afferted: The woman’s ‘pains had 
been vigorous, but thefe difmal operations 
frightened her fo much, that whend arrived, 
they were» quite gone off. After converfing 
with the patient, we (all five) went to another 
room, where the parties began to quarrel; I 
called the old blaftering practitioner ah. 
and told him my opinion, that the woma 
was in no danger ; but by time and ae ect 
J hoped ous be fafely delivered. Nay, I 
threatened to have him called before the col- 
lege if he infifted on any violent operation : 
then. he quitted the houfe with his affociate. 
| Eee After 
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After this departure we had time to foothe and 
encourage the woman. As fhe had got little 
fleep, we gave her a draught with thirty drops 
of the Tiné#. Thebaic, and the midwife deli- 
vered her fafely next day. 


CO L- 
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mGOLLECTIZON XC. 
[Vide Vol. I. Book III. Ch. I. Set. 3. and 4.] 


NUMBER l. Cae I. 


Floodings. _ 

Many years ago, when in the country, I 
attended a woman in a tedious labour, who 
was at laft fafely delivered. A large difcharge 
of blood followed the Placenta, which did 
not abate as ufual; but continued fo as to 
fink her fpirits, and endanger the patient’s 
life. Her countenance turned pale; and her 
pulfe became low. I immediately gave her 
fifteen drops of Lig. Laudanum, and applied — 
cloths dipt in yinegar to the Pudendg. ‘The 
difcharge diminifhed ; but continued to flow 
rather fafter than I judged was {afe in her 
weak condition. J gave five drops mare in 
about half an hour after the firft, which had 
the defired effect, by throwing her intq fleep, 
and reftraining the flooding. She recovered - 
tolerably well; but was weak for fome time 
_ before fhe retrieved her wonted ftrength. The 
next time fhe happened to be in labour, fhe 
was exceflively afraid of being again in the 
{ame condition, and begged I would order 

Ee 3 the 
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the fame medicine by way of prevention. 
When I found the labour was pretty far-ad- 
vanced, and the Os Ureri dilated by the mem- 
branes, I. gave her twenty drops of Laud. 
Liquid. and before the delivery {he began to 
dofe a little betwixt the pains. She was foon 
delivered, and had a moderate difcharge which 
gradually abated, She afterwards fell into a 
found fleep, and recovered very well. Ihave 
had many fuch cafes, in which I always 
found this method the moft fuccefsful when 
called in time, and when the vefiels were not 
t00 jee onalags 


CASE II. 


A woman whom J] had fafely delivered af- 
ter a tedious labour, feemed to be in a good 
way; but of a weakly conftitution.. I was 
called in a hurry to another patient; but be- 
fore I left her the uterine difcharge was fufs 
ficiently abated. T ordered a quieting draught 
to be taken if fhe did not foon fall afleep. 
Yn about an hour after they fent for me, 
When I arrived I found the patient quite 
pale, with fcarce any pulfe. She had fainted 
feveral times. 1 was told by the nurfe, that — 
when moved to place her right in bed, the 
was taken all of a fudden with a violent 
flooding, to fuch a degree that it ran over 
the bed into the floor. JT immediately order~ — 
, | ed 
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ed cloths dipped in vinegar and water, wrung 
out, to be applied; but while I was dropping 
fome Tin. Thebaie. into a cup with wine 
and water, the draught not being yet come 
from the apothecary’s, fhe fell into another 
fainting fit and expired. Such fatal acci- 
dents feldom happen except in extreme weak- 
nefs of conftitution, or from great floodings 
before, and in time of delivery. 1 regretted 
that I had not given her an opiate in time 
. of labour, which I have fince found from ex- 
perience to be the beft method, to fecure the 
patient from being attacked by fuch: sata 
difcharges, 


CA 5 Bil, 


I was called by another gentleman, to’ ait 
in a cafe wherein the patient was in time of » 
labour attacked with a flooding, occafioned 
by part of the Placenta’s being detached from _ 
the Uterus. He had given her -repeated re- 
ftringent draughts with five drops of Tiné. 
Thebaic. in each; but as they had not pro- | 
cured any inclination to fleep, I advifed him . 
to give her a fimple draught with Tinét. The- 
baic. Gt. xx. This foon had the defired effect ; 
fhe flept found betwixt every pain, the flcod~ 
ing abated, and in a little time fhe was fafely 
delivered. She had been much reduced by 
the flooding, was weak and low; but by her 

Ee“ _ falling 
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falling afleep immediately after delivery, the 
_ difcharge was abated, andkept within bounds. 
Vide Lamotte, book 5. chap. 4. 


NUMBER II. CASE. J. 
Relative to after-pains. 


I was called toa woman foon after deli- 
very, who was in great pain at intervals, 
and imagined fhe had another child to bear. 
I examined and felt the Os Ureri contracted ; 
the Uterus indeed felt larger than common, 
when I examined the Abdomen; but not {6 
much as to induce oné to believe it contained. 
another Fetus. The midwife and nurfe 
aflured me, that the Placenta came off with- 
out any violence. I ordered a compofing 
mixture with thirty drops of the Tint. The- 
baic. one half to be given prefently, and the 
remainder by degrees, as there might be oc- 
cafion to relieve the pains and procure reft. 
This was.in the morning, and the weather 
was exceflively cold. I called again in the 
evening; fhe was ftill in pain, but had dofed 
a little. She complained much of the cold- 
—nefs of her feet. I ordered hot bricks wrap- 
ed in flannel to be applied to the foles of her 
feet, and the fmall of her back, which was 
alfo affected with a chilnefs. I alfo defired 
the nurfe to put more cloaths on the bed, 
and g give her fome caudle as hot as fhe could 

i drink 
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drink it. She had taken all the mixture, 
and I did not chufe to order any more, being 
in hopes that this method would throw her 
into a plentiful {weat, which would relax the 
fibres, and aflift nature to difcharge coagu- 
lated blood; or carry off the fpafms that 
might be the occafion of fuch violent after- 
pains. 3 
~ Wext morning when I vifited her, the nurfe | 
told me, that foon after my directions were 
followed, the patient fell into a profufe {weat ; 
a very large coagulum was difcharged ; the — 
pains went off, and fhe had a his night’s 
reft. | 


CASE al. 


{ attended a patient, whofe child and Pla- 
centa were delivered expeditioufly and fafely 
with a very few Jabour-pains. But. foon af- 
ter that fhe was attacked by fevere after-pains. 
I ordered a compofing mixture, as in the for- 


mer cafe, to procure a breathing {weat as foon — 


as poffible, She got fome reft, fell into a gentle 
diaphorefis, and fome fmall coagula were 
difcharged ; but after the effect of the opiate | 
was over, the pains returned with great vio- 
lence. She feemed to be, in every other re- 
fpect, in a good way of recovery. As her 
pulfe was rather quick, I did not chufe to 
repeat the opiate; but to amufe her, I order- 
eee fee ed 
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ed two fpermaceti draughts, as fhe called for 
them. When I repeated my vilit in the even- 
ing, the violence of the pains {till continued; 

yet although fhe had not flept, fhe had un- 
dergone a gentle perfpiration, and her pulfe 
was become more moderate. I then pre- 
{cribed a fimple draught with Tiné?. Thebaic. 
Gt. xx. the pains abated in the night, but 


returned in the morning ; and grew more 


violent in the evening. The laft draught was 
again repeated; and adminiftred the night | 
following. The pains went. entirely off on 
the fifth day, without any more clots of blood 
being difcharged. Of thefe two cafes the firft 
feems to have proceeded from coagulated 
blood, and the laft from periodical fpafms, 
‘or irritations; for the common difcharges 
were in the ufual proportion. I have had 
many fuch cafes 5 but feldom any {o violent, 


COL- 
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mCcOL LECT LO N°xLitl; 
[Vide Vol. 1, Book IV. Chap, I, Seét. 5. and 6.] 


NUMBER I. CAS BY. 


The Lochia obftructed in a woman delivered | 
by Mr. Mudge. Vide Collect. 18. No. 6. 
Cafe 3. 


He ordered her after delivery to take fome 
of the nervous medicines: He was informed 
next morning, that fhe had none of the fits ; 
but fhe feemed to be in a comatofe ftate. She 
had taken the medicines two or three times; _ 
but continued much in the fame way, till 
towards evening, when fhe grew more fenfible 
and {poke, 

"As fhe would not take ‘caudle, ie reidiel 
mutton broth. When he called next morn- 
ing, he was told fhe had refted little all night, 
that the Lochza had ftopped;; and the patient 
was delirious. He prefcribed a fotus for her — 
belly, and 51. of Pulv. Troch. de Myrrh. About — 
noon the delirium increafed, and her pulfe 
grew very high: he then bled her largely at 
the ankle; and applied a blifter to each leg. 
An emollient glyfter was inje¢ted with the 
addition of thir ty drops of ue Succim. and he 

direct. 
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directed that fhe fhould {wallow a flight ano- 
dyne draught after the operation of the gly- 
fter next morning. . 

He found her quite infenfible. Her pulfe, 
however, was more moderate; fhe had no 
difcharge with the glyfter, but had made 
water plentifully. The blifters rofe well; 
but as there was not the leaft appearance of 
her ZLochia, he ordered her to take the fame 
quantity of the Troch. de Myrrh. with the 
former nervous mixture, every eight hours. 
The Abdomen all this time was unattended 
with tumour, or induration, or any other 
fymptom that indicated the leaft tendency to 
inflammation. In the evening, fhe feemed 
rather better; at might much mended, and 
fhe flept tolerably well.’ Next morning, he 
found the fever intirely gone off, though fhe 
ftill rambled in her difcourfe. In this way 
fhe continued near a fortnight, having no 
manner of fever, till at laft, by infenfible de- 
grees, fhe became more fenfible; but the dif- 


Sh order left a pain in her head, which fhe did 


not lofe for fome time. He obferves, that 
the delivery was the only expedient for car- 
rying off the convullions, and that he had a 
cafe eight months after, wherein the Lochia 
{topped in about eight hours after delivery, 
without ever returning, although | he ufed all 


the means he could contrive to bring back the 
dift 
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difcharge, yet the fuppreflion was followed 
by no bad fymptoms of any kind. 


CASE IL 


Obftruction of the Lechia, from Mr. Mudze, 
Plymouth. Collection 35. Supplement to 
Cafe 15. 


After the delivery of the child, and Pla- 
centa, the woman’s belly remained very tu- 
mid and tender. In about fix hours the 
Lochia ftopped: the pulfe was very quick; 
and the countenance florid; the pain and 
tenfion of the belly increafed. She had fome 
difpofition to fweat; but all that could be 
done, could not induce her to keep her hands 
covered to encourage the diaphorefis, He — 
ordered ten ounces of blood to be taken; a 
fomentation in a hog’s bladder to be applied 
to the Abdomen; an emollient glyfter to be — 
injected, and 4j. of O/. Amygd. to be taken 
once in fix hours; but all was to no pur- 
pofe, the {welling increafed, the pulfe grew 
{mall and quick, the extremities cold and 
clammy ; the Uterus no doubt mortified, and 
the woman died in about thirty days after 
_ delivery. She had, it feems, three weeks before 
delivery, exerted her ftrength beyond mea- 
fure; fhe then found the child as {trongly con- 
vulfed, and never perceived its motion after. 
About three days before delivery, being of a 

mafcu- 
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mafculine difpofition, fhe afcended a church 
tower, where fhe rung one of the bells, and 
had very near knocked out her own brains, 

Mr. Mudge oblerves, that he has been call- 
éd to twenty preternatural cafes among poor 
women, for every four he has attended among 
perfons of higher rank; and thinks this dif- 
ference may proceed froin the poor being 
more liable to accidents in confequence of 
hard labour, and the various sft eg they 
runs : 

CASE Ul. | 

Management of the patient after delivery; 

brought: from Collect. 32. Cafe 16. Mr. 

Neh. 
When I called the day after, which was 
the third, I found her pulfe low and quick, 
attended with a great drought, her {kin dry 
and hot...She had the evening before taken 
one of the bolufes and draughts: had flept 
little, and her flumbers were much difturbed 
and broken. She complained that her head 
_was pained and giddy ; a circumftance which, 
as fhe was fo weak, I imputed to the opiate, 
which was fcarce half a grain. She told me 
that no kind of fleepy medicines ever agreed 
with her conftitution. I ordered her to be 
kept as quiet as poffible, to drink frequently 
of barley water to aflwage her thirft, with 

now 
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how and then a little caudle, and at the 
fame time prefcribed the following draughts 
to promote a Dzaphorefs and a better dif- 
charge of the Lochia, | 

kk. Pulv. Contrayerv. gr. xxv. Caftor Opt. 

Salis fuccint a gr. v. dq. Cinnamom. fimp. 

Zi). Sacch. Alb. 4. f. f. megs 6. geet hore 

fumend. 

4. She had got better ret ae night, and 
there was a larger difcharge of the Lochia ; 
but the pain of her head continued; the alfo - 
complained of pain in the lower part of her 
belly, with difficulty in making water; but on 
examining, I found her belly foft, no fwellings 
on the external parts in the Vagzna, or the 
Os Internum. She had not {weated ;.and her 
fkin was dry and hot, with a quick low pulfe 
as before. In thefe circumftances I thought 
proper to proceed in the middle way, neither 
to order any medicines to raife the fever too 
high, or fink her too low. She. was _pre- 
feribed the following. - is 

R. Sal abfinth. 38. Suc. Limon. 38. MG. Alexit. 

Jimp. 38. Pate. Contrayerv. comp. 38. Sacch. 

Abi hk.) f.. Hawt, 6: ld hora fumend, 

Rk. Ag. Cinnamom: fimp. Biv. & Aleit. Spirit, 

cum aceto. 4}. Syr, Caryoph. 38. M. Sumat. 

Coch. iy. in Languer. | vais) 

5. The above were continued, and a cerate 
was ordered to foften and relax the hardnefs 
and pains of the breatt. 

k, 
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BR. Sperm. Ceti 3i}. Ol. Amygd. 3ij. Cere Alb: 
svi, fiat Cerat. extend. fuper alut, mammis ap- 
plicand. 

Her breafts were alfo fucked with glafs 

pipes, but would yield no milk. 

All along fhe got but little fleep ; her fkin 
grew hot and dry? fhe had a gtéat drought, and 
drank plentifully of weak caudle and barley 
water. She complained of pains in her fto- 
mach and head; her pulfe was quick but 
verylow. The Lochia were moderate: As 
fhe was weak, and had a fufficient difcharge 
of blood at her delivery, I durft not venture 
to order. bleeding, although fhe had a dif- — 
ficulty: or oppreffion in breathing j neither 
would I venture to order opiates internally ; 
but prefcribed the following epithemt. 

kK. Ol. Caryoph. 38. T. beriac. Androm. zi. M. 
pro Emp. region. Romach. applicand. 

6, Finding - all the complaints increafed, 
aid alfo the Lochia much diminifhed, I ad- 
vifed calling in more affiftance; when Dr. 
Waffie was fent for, who ordered the follow- 
ing : 

R. Pulv. e Chel. Crancor. gr. xv. Croc: Pulv. gr. 
iv. Syr. Balf. q. fc e Bol. hac notie fumend. 
cum Hauft. fequent. 3. Sperm. Ceti 31. folv. in 
Vitell. Ov. gq. f. Lac Ammon. Eliz afthmat. a 

gi. Aq. Alexit. fimp. 218. Syr. Balf. si. f. Hauft. 
Repetattr eadem Bolus mane cum Hauftu. [e- 
quent. x, Sperm, Ceti 91. in Vitell. Ov. folut: 

Lge 
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Ay. Alexiter. a imp. if. T beriacal, Bui). Lac Am- 
mon. Syr. Balf. a 3. M. f. Haujt. 

Her looks were wild, her fleep was di- 
fturbed; and fhe had all the fymptoms of a 
beginning delirium, 

4. Mittr. Sanguis e Brathio ad 21x. flatim. Re 
Sperm. Cette 33: Solut. in Vitell.. Ov. q. f. Ol. 
Amygd. d. Syr. ex Althea & 31}. Sal prunell. 313, 
Aqua Alexit. fimp. 3:8. Sp. C.C. gutt. vii. f. 
Flauft. quarta quagq. bora fume end. 

R. Decoé. Gum. Arab. in Aqua hordeat fa. 
Ibij. f. Emulf. ex Amygd. dul. 8 fem. 4. Fri- 
dig. Sal prunell. zi. Syr. dialth, i f- M. Bibat 
pro potu T epefath. 

She grew delirious, her fein was dr y with 
an intenfe heat, the pulfe quick and low, dif- 
ficult refpiration, the Lechia intirely obitruct- 
ed; had fometimes violent pains at the Os Ex. 
ternum, but no {welling or hardnefs of the 
belly, or on thefe parts. — 

8. She had cooling glyfters ame which 
operated; fuchas 


Decoét.' Commun. pro Eném. Fix. sat Claud. i: 


OL Oliv. Ziv. Syr. Rofar. folut, 318; f. Hatin 
ftatim injiciend, 


The draughts and emulfions were “con. 
tinued ; and the following were prefcribed : 


R: Sal Abfi nib. D1. Suc. Limen. 28: Aq. Alexit. 
Sp. cum Aceto. 28. Simp. 3. Pulv.e Chel. 
Cancro, c. D1. Sal prunell. gr. xiv. Syr. Croci 
aii). f. Hauft. 6ta quaq. bora jumena. appli- 
cetur veficator. iniér {capulas. z 


Von, Ul. Ff The 
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The delirium ‘increafed with all the other 
fymptoms, and feemed now to be a nervous 
fever. ‘There was no hardnefs or infamma- 
tion about the Uterus or Hypocondria; the 
draughts and emulfion were continued, and 
the following ordered. 


g. RK. Ay. Alexit. Simp. 3Ni1. “Alexit. Spir, 218. 
Tintt. Valerian. Volatil. it, Margarit. p. pt. 


D1. Syr. Balf. 38. f. tle. ee Coch. ij. vel 


ij. i” languoribus. 


ATO. She was now much weaker and infen- 
fible, with atremor of the tendons ; ‘the pu/v. 
— Contrayerv. comp. was added to the draughts. 


R. Pulv. e Chel. c. comp. “Di. Sal Succin. vol. 
Croc. G gr. iv. Confett. Ralegh. 38. Syr. Croc. 
| gq. f. f. Bolus 6ta quaq. bora fumend. cum Coch. 
ai Julep. fog. 
RK. Aq. Cinnam. Alexit. fimp. a 3). Aq. N. M: 
a “Sp. Sal. Vol. Ol. 3). Margarit. p. pt. dij. 
Syr. Croci.28. Cap. Coch. 1). in Languor. repet. 
Enema. Applicetur Veficat. collo ad uivumg. latus 
pone aures ufque ad Claviculos. 


ry. Blifters were applied to the arms, -and 
the other cordial medicines continued, with 


the addition of the pectoral decoGtion.- Two 


- -plaifters as follows were applied to the feet: 
Plantis Peaum Emp. Cepb. et Emp. Veficator. 
a part. equal, She died on the twelfth day 


. after delivery. 


The above journal ‘is aireited to fhew the 
formule of prefcriptions ufed in fuch extra- — 
ordinary 
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ordinary cafes. But thofe medicines are not 
to be prefcribed indifcriminately by young 
practitioners, without proper advice of the 
more experienced. Chas 


NUMBER oe Cae. I, 
_ Complaints from milk. | 
-A-patient after the delivery of her firft 
child, attempted to fuckle the third day; 
~ when her breafts began to be a little turgid 
with milk: but the child would not fix its 
mouth to the nipple. When I called the 
following day, the nurfe told me that fhe 
had no nipples. I examined and could not 
obferve any thing but the feeming veftiges 
-where they ought to have been. The woman 
confeffed that when a young girl at boarding 
{chool, fhe and her companions had imagined 
them to be warts, and pulled them off. She 
was obliged to give up the fuckling; but the 
breafts being turgid and painful, I ordered 
a poultice of bread and milk to be applied ; 
and endeavoured to procure a_ breathing 
{weat by keeping her warm, and directing 
her to drink plenty of caudle. Next day 
fhe was eafier; fhe had f{weated exceffively ; 
' her breafts were fofter ; and altho’ the nipples 
were gone, the milk had run out, fo that 
the pulling off the nipples had not entirely 
obftructed the ducts. She complained of an 
Fi 2 itching - 
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itching and roughnefs about her neck and 
arms, and on infpection I found them to be 
of the miliary kind. She had got up, and 
the {weating was gone off. I ordered her to 
bed, to drink fome of her caudle, and to 
keep in a gentle breathing fweat ; but not to 
excefs, as before. I alfo directed them to 
renew the poultice to her breafts. Her pulfe 
was regular; fhe had gone to ftool, feemed. 
every way eafy; and had a plentiful difcharge 
of the Lochia. Next day fhe wanted to get. 
up; but I advifed her to keep in bed, on ac- 
count of the eruptions which were turning 
fcaly. The milk continued to run out. A- 
bout the feventh day fhe had three loofe ftools, 
which carried off the milk without having 
any bad effect, and fhe recovered very well. 
The next time I delivered her, the tried again 
to fuckle the child, and to my furprife.the 
child fixed fo effectually on the parts, that it. 
actually formed large well fhaped nipples, 
and fhe nurfed that and two more, before I 
retired from practice. 


CAS, Bot: 


I delivered a woman of her firft child, who 
tried to‘fuckle, but could not get the child to 
take the nipples: they were very {mall and the 


child was weak. Her breafts grew exceflive | 


hard and inflamed: they were fomented, and 
Bie cata- 
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-‘ cataplafms applied. She was kept ina gentle 
breathing fweat, a nurfe was procured, who 
had a ftronger child of a month old, who 
fuckled the patient while the nurfe fuckled 
her child; by this method the breafts were 
gradually emptied ; and {he recovering, » after- 
wards fuckled her own child. 


CASE Ill, 


I attended another patient who was much 
in the fame condition every way: the fame 
method was ufed, but to no purpofe. One 
of the breafts ran out, but the other inflamed 
to fuch a degree, that at laft an impoftume 
was formed; this was opened by a furgeon,. 
and difcharged fo great a collection of mat- 
ter, that it weakened the patient, and threw 
her into an hectic fever; but fhe was reco- 
vered by going into the a“: and drink- 
ing affes milk. 


CASE. WY. 

The woman had received a blow on one 
of her breafts, a little before fhe was deli- 
vered, which gave her fome pain, and occa-_ 
fioned a {welling and hardnefs in the glands. — 
The pain gradually abated; but the hard 
tumor ftill remained. After delivery, fhe 
tried to fuckle as formerly (having had fe- 

Pi a yeral 
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veral children) but could not in that breaft. 
~ Every method was tried to difcufs the tu- 
mified glands, but to no purpofe.’ The fwel- 
ling at laft grew larger and harder, the in- 
flammation increafed, and turned cancerous; 
and at laft deftroyed the woman. 


OO Ds 
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odie inenatneeniatanteee 


CULT POC TION “Xriv. 
[Vide Vol. I. Book IV. Chap. I. Se&. 7. and 8.] 


Of a Prolapfus Vagine, Uteri, et 
«Recta. 


CASS. 1. 


This misfortune happened to a woman 
foon after a.tedious labour, which gave her 
great pain: A round middle fized peflary was 
introduced, and turned fo that the lower edge 
refted at the lower and back-part of the Va- 
gina, betwixt the Os Externum and funda- 
ment; while the upper edge was fupported 
again{ft the infide of the Os Pudis: The 
mouth of the womb lay againft the lower 
edge of the round hole of the peflary: This 
kept up the Uzerus and Vagina, and relieved. 
the complaint.. Two or three months after, 
fhe fell with child, and when five months 
gone, the peflary was taken out, becaufe it 
was thought needlefs to keep it there any 
longer, efpecially as the Uterus was fo large 
as to be {upported by the upper part of the 
Pelwis. The peffary inftead of lying in the 
fame pofition as when firft introduced, was 
_ found lying up along the back-part of the 

yee : it 2 Vagina, 


440 CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 


Vagina, which it kept up; and the mouth 
of the womb hung down on the fore-part of 
the peflary. . This circamftance gave the firft 
hint that a peflary introduced, and laid in 
this pofition, was the beft method for keep- 
ing up the Uferus 5 for, if the Vagina is kept 
up, the Uterus mutt i in confequence be kept up 
alfo. Theupper part of the Vagzna is attached 
round the lips of the mouth of the womb, and 
as the Urerus naturally finks down into the 
Kc aie one great advantage to married wo- 
men is, that this method does not hinder them 
from ange g with their hufbands. After 
the Be was withdrawn, the prolapfus of | 
the Yagina returned, and occafioned the for- 
mer uneafinefs. It was again introduced, 
and laid up along the back-part of the Va- 
gina as in the laft method, which kept up 
the Vagina as before, until fhe fell in la- 
bour, and then it was forced out at the be- 
ginning of the pains. She was-at laft fafely 
delivered. The Vagina on the fore-part, at 
the Os Pubis, was very lax, and came down 
before the head of the child; but by cautious 
management it was kept up till the head 
came along, and then it was flipped behind 
the fame. “She continued to recover very well 
till after the fifth day, and fuckled the child; 
but an accident happened in the family, 
which threw her into violent agitations; a 


| vomit- 
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womiting and loofenefs enfued ; the Lochia 
and milk difappeared; and fhe died in five 
days after, tho’ the vomiting and diarrhea 
were reftrained in two days, 


CAS BOIL 


Of a Prolapfus Uters, in a woman with child, 
delivered in the middle of the feventh 
- month. 


-A middle-aged woman fad a Prolapfus 
Uterz. She had been formerly delivered of a 
child or two at the full time, and after that 
mifcarried twice, about the third month each. 
She again was pregnant, and at the end of 
the fecond month hada {mall difcharge of 
blood from the Vagina. She was blooded, 
and kept her bed feveral days, by which it 
was reftrained. The fame difcharge return- 
ed the third and fourth month; at firft in 
Jarge quantity; but the laft very inconfider- 
able, Being called to her a fortnight after, 
or about the middle of the fourth month, I 
found her in violent pain, On examining, I 
found the Uterus was pufhed intirely out of 
the Os Externum, bigger than a man’s fift. 
This had been occafioned by a violent fit of 
coughing. The Vagina felt as if it was about 
an inch protruded before the Os Internum ; 
and all the Vagina appeared to be inflamed 
and fwelled. I introduced my finger at the 

; pro- 


% 


6 
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protrufien of the contracted Vagina, which 
was juit large enough to receive it a little way: 
but I could neither diftinguifh the Os Inter- 
num, or any fubftance contained in the Userus. 
It might have been the Os Internum open- 
ed, but of this I was uncertain :. from hence 
it feemed probable, that fhe was not with 
child. The prolapfus was reduced with fome 
_ difficulty; two- days after, a round middle- 
fized_peflary was introduced, and fixed up — 
along the back-part of the Vagina; fo as that 
the upper part of the Vagina and Os Inter- 
num hung down before it. ,She had before 
this period, for two or three months, a large 
difcharge to appearance of the Fluor Albus, - 
_and the Uferus had prolapfed in that fpace 
three or four times; but being then {maller, 
fhe could eafily reduce it herfelf. It being 
‘uncertain whether fhe was with child or not, 
although from confidering all'the former cir- 
cumftances, the laft feemed more probable, 
it was refolved to order only a cooling regi- 
men with fome faline draughts, and nitrous 
medicines: till the next period. By thefe 
means the cough and difcharge of the Fluor 
Albus were removed; fhe feemed to be per- 
fectly eafy, and was allowed to walk about in 
the houfe.. At the end of the fourth month, 
fhe had to appearance a regular difcharge 
of the menfes: the mouth of the Os Internum 
wong felt 
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felt {welled and more fhut; a circumftance | 
which made it almoft certain, that fhe was 
‘not with child. Being fent for in great hafte, 
_ about the middle of the feventh month, I 
found fhe had. regular. labour pains; the Os 
- Internum was fo open that the membranes, 
waters, and head of the Fetus were regularly 
felt; and there was no difcharge of blood. 
As the Os Internum, though .a “little. open, 
inftead of being thin or foft, felt thick and 
hard, it was advifeable to- order firft bleed- 
ing to the quantity of eight ounces, after 
that two emollient glyfters were adminifter- 
ed, which difcharged a large quantity of 
Faces, and then an anodyne draught was 
given of Aq. Cin. ten. & Syr.e Meconio. — 
~The falt of wormwood draughts were re- 
peated, with a cooling regimen; fuch as pa- 
nadas, weak broths, emulfions with Sai. 
Nitré and boiled chicken. The pains went 
off for twenty-four. hours, after which they 
returned; the Os Internum now felt much 
more open and foft; the membranes were 
pufhed down with the waters. It was then 
more proper to let the labour go on. The 
_ Fetus was foon delivered: after which there 
was fome difcharge of blood. No violence 
was ufed to bring away the fecundines. As 
the Placenta feparated from the Uterus, the 
difcharge increafed; but not to any large 
| | | quantity, 
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quantity, and in three hours the fecundines 
were forced through the Os Internum into the 
Vagina. By pulling foftly at the Fums, and 
at the edge of the Placenta with two fingers, 
they were eafily extracted. She recovered 
_ very well. She had for two days fome dif- 
ficulty in making water, but that complaint 
went off. The child was very {mall, and 
was reared with great difficulty. 


1G ACS Hi, 
Inverfions of the Uferus. 


Mr. Giffard, in his cafes of midwifery, | 
p- 176. mentions a delivery in which the - 
Uterus was inverted, and drawn out beyond. 
the Labia Pudendi, with the Placenta ad- 
hering to it. 

Mr. Chapman, p. 197. cafe 29, has a cafe alfa 
of the inverfion of the Urerus. 

Monf. Lamotte lb. 5. chap. 10. and ry. 
defcribes an inverfion of the Urerus, and re- 
laxation of the Vagina. 

I was called to a woman, who died be- 
fore my arrival. JI found the Urerus invert- 
ed; pulled quite without the external parts, 
and the Placenta adhering firmly to the Fun- 
dus. ‘This misfortune was occafioned by the 
midwife’s, pulling at the Placenta with too 
great force. | 


CASE 
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GAS: TV. 


Cafe of an inverted Uterus, from Mr. Lucas; 
dated Pontefract, December 1759. 


In April laft, I was called to woman juft 
delivered of a live, healthy child; and to my 
furprife found the Uferus totally inverted, 
lying betwixt her thighs, of the fize of a 
large foot ball. ; 

The woman’s pulfe was weak and un- 
equal, and there was a continual pouring 
forth of blood from the veflels of the Userus. 

I apprized the friends of the great danger 
of fo deplorable a cafe. Neverthelefs, with 
the approbation of a judicious phyfician her — 
neighbour, I undertook, and fucceeded in 
the reduétion; and after gave her gentle 
anodyne and cordial medicines, and left her 
in appearance better, and tolerably eafy. 

In about half an hour, I was again called, 
and found her fpeechlefs, the pulfe imper- 
ceptible, clammy {weats, refpiration deep and 
flow, and in a few minutes death clofed the 
{cene. 

All the parts were fo lax, that the Uterus 
had not the power of contraction ; for it was 
lying like a loofe piece of tripe, and taken 
for an excrefcence, till I examined it more 
{trictly, and after feparating the Placenta, re- 
duced it into the Abdomen, | 

A Sup- 
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A Supplement to CASE II. 


A Prolapfus Uteri, which could not be re- 
_ duced; but mortified. In a letter from 
Mr. Oakeley of Birmingham, dated 17 57. 

SIR, | 

I was lately called to a-woman near this 
town, I found her in bed, and fhe gave me 
the following account of her café. That af- 
fifting her hufband in lifting ‘a weight that 
acc fhe felt a lump fall out of her 
body. On which fhe fent for a midwife who 
endeavoured to reftore it into its place, but 
not being able to reduce the fame, advifed to 
fend for me. “Upon examination, I found 
the Uterus out of the Os Externum, about the 
fize of a large man’s fift, hard and the glands 
{chirrous, each having the exact appearance 
of a garden bean. ‘The patient was low and 
faint, had bat little pains. As reduction was 
impracticable, I immediately directed emol- 
lient and difcutient fomentations with poul- 
tices, and after fome days bied her ina {mall 
quantity, for fhe was too weak to bear the 
lofs of much blood.. Her body was kept 
open, and when reftlefs with pain, quieted 
with opiates. Notwithftanding which it in- 
creafed in fize, and after three weeks dif= 
charged a thin ichor from its whole furface, 


ane in about fix weeks the patient died. 
I fhould 
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1 fhould take it as a very great favour to 
have your opinion about extirpation by liga- 
ture, which I think might have been eafily 
done, and which I propofed to the patient; 
but fhe would not fubmit to the operation.” 
My opinion was, that I could not refolve his 
queftion, as I never had any cafe in which it » 
could not be reduced ; but no doubt, when a 
gangrenous appearance begins, and there is no 
hope of the reduction, what he propofed fhould 
be attempted to fave the patient’s life: but 
{uch operations fhould not be attempted with- 
out the concurring approbation of experi- 
enced furgeons,. nor fhould it be undertaken 
but when the patient has ftrength and the 
gangrene is only begun at the lower parts, 
and not advanced Ave the parts that are 
to be feparated. Mr. Guirle of St. Thomas's 
hofpital once appointed the pupils to attend 
the amputation ‘of the Urerus; but luckily 
for the patient, it was reduced the night 
before. 


es SE Fe 
4 Prolapfus of the Reclum. 


A woman.in whom the Hemorrboidal vef. 
fels were much tumefied, painful, inflamed, 
and forced out to a large fize, in time of 
Jabour. After a pain. was over I reduced 
them, by lubricating and forcing them gent- 


ly 
7 
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ly up within the Spinéter Ani; but next 
pain they were again forced out. J réduced 
them a fecond time, and kept them up with @ 


_. thick comprefs ptefled with my hand againit 


the part every pain; but when the head of 
the child was forcing down to the lower part 
of the Pelvis, they were again protruded, 
with a large quantity of hard excrement; 
and it was impoffible to reduce them till after 
the child was delivered. After delivery I 
again replaced them, and the pain of thefe 
_ parts abated; but next morning, when fhe 
_ ftrained to make water, they were again forced. 
ut, on which I was immediately fent for, — 
and reduced them as before. As I expected 
this would happen every time fhe ftrained 
at ftool, or in making water, I directed the 
nurfe how to reduce them: fhe accordingly 
aflifted her occafionally in this manner, till 
near the end of the month when the fwels 
lings fubfided, and the complaint went off; 


CA Sea 1. 


I was called by Mrs. Blackwall toa worian 
in whom the child prefented wrong ; but I de- 
livered her with fafety. Next morning I found 
the patient in exceflive pain, which fhe told 
me proceeded from the piles. When I exami- 
ned, I found the lower part of the Reédfum 
puthed out, and fo {welled that I could not 

reduee 
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reduce the parts, though it was lubricated, 

-and I made feveral gentle efforts. a then 
ordered the part to be fomented, and warm 
ftupes to be applied. The fomentation was 
compofed of a decoction of the emollient - 
herbs, in which were mixed fome vinegar 
and fpirit of wine. After the fomenting 
and ftuping, I again lubricated the pr lapied 
and {welled parts with warm oil, and at laft 
got them reduced, though with a good deal | 
of force. I directed the nurfe to ufe the 
fame method, if they fhould again come down 
on ftraining; however the patient recovered 
without another prolapfe after this reduction. 

This cafe was a caution to me ever after, 
when the inteftine was fallen down, always 
to reduce it ; and after delivery, or, if I felt no 
fuch complaint ; in time of labour, to examine 
thefe parts. This patient had been in great 
_ pain all night, without enjoying any reft, fothat 
fhe had all the fymptoms of a violent fever. 
However, as fhe had loft an extraordinary 
quantity of blood in the delivery, I hoped 
that now as fhe was relieved of the pains 
which occafioned thefe fymptoms, the fever 
would abate. This accordingly happened ; 
and fhe recovered better than could have been 
expected, 


Vor, il. Ge CoOL, 
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4 


COLLECTION? XLV: 


Impofthumes. 
[Vide Vol. I. Book 4. Chap. 2. Sect. 1.4 


NU MBE Ro-t. CAS Bark 


A child being delivered after a very tedious 
labour, the head had been moulded into an 
oblong form; and on the apex or crown 
there was a large tumour, about the fize of 
the half of a goofe’s egg cut through in the 
middle: this alarmed the mother. I ordered 
a comprefs dipped in oil, vinegar and fpirits 
to be applied to the part, and to be renewed 
every time the child’s head was dreffed, or 
twice a day. Onthe third day, I found a 
fluctuation, and ordered a poultice to be ap- 
phed of bread and milk, with a little oi] mixed 
in it, to prevent its turning dry and hard, and 
to be renewed two or three times a day. The 
tumour gradually fubfided, the fluctuation of 
the extravafated fluid diminifhed, and was 
guite gone about the feventh or eighth day. 

J have had many fuch cafes, which were » 
generally in a few days difcufled, much in - 
the fame manner. 


CASE 
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jet Ondaog she olf, 

Another child, from the fanie caufe, had a 
large tumour on the crown or apex; but a 
little to the right fide; it had continued for 
feveral days; an emollient cataplafm had 
been applied; it broke of itfelf, and difcharged 
a large quantity of bloody fexgim mixed with 
pus. The child was weak and low, and an- 
other tumor formed behind the ear; when 
Iwas called. The cataplafm was applied to 
that alfo, and as foon as there was a fluctua- 
tion felt, the tumour was opened with the lan- 
cet, which difcharged a thin pus; but the 
large difcharge of both (although the child 
fae its mother) reduced it fo low, that 
it expired in a few days, | 

This was the only cafe that I have feen of 
‘this kind, and it made me careful afterwards 
of fuch complaints, fo as either to try to 
difcufs the tumour, or prevent the extrava- 
fated fluids remaining too long undifcharged, 


C ASS Bit, | 

_ A ehild, on whofe head a tumour of the 
fame kind, asin Cafe I. was objferved after 
delivery. The fame methods were ufed; but 
the fluctuation did not diminith, and the hairy 
{calp began to feel thinner. About the fixth 
day, I made a {mall opening with the point 
Gg 2 ef 
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of the lancet on the bafis and back-part of 
the tumour, which difcharged about a {poon-- 
ful of a ferous fluid. The tumour fubfided. 
I applied a comprefs dipped in the mixture 
mentioned in Cafe I. and by gentle preffure, 
the fcalp and parts below joined or confolidat- 
ed to one another. 


GA SEN TV, 


A cafe of this laft kind, as in Cafe IIf. 
happened, where one of the gentlemen that 
attended me, was called. He felt a large 
fluctuation, on which poultices of bread and 
milk were applied warm from time to time ; 
but this method not fucceeding, he had re- 
courfe to me. I was then fo engaged that I 
could not go to fee the patient; but advifed 
him to make the opening, as in the forego- 
ing cafe; but to his great furprife a large 
quantity of blood was difcharged. He im- 
mediately applied a dry comprefs and_bani- 
dage to reftrain the Hemorrhage ; but it con- 
tinued, and deftroyed the child in a fhort 
time. In my practice I never had occafion 
to open above three or four of thefe tumours, 
and the expedient always fucceeded ; but this 
cafe rendered me more cautious in the fequel. 
Vide a cafeinwhich the dzus was imperforated. 


From Mauriceau. 
In the 213 page and 237 OJf, He men- 
tions having feen a child that had been born 
I ares fifteen 
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fifteen days, which had a great tumour upon 
the upper part of one of the parietal bones, 
full of matter which difcoloured the {kin. 
However he recommends (in order to pre- 
vent the abfcefs) Biot ye i of linen dipt in 
brandy, @&e. 


NUMBER IIL. CASE I. 
Diflocations. 


Many years ago, when I was in general 
practice in Scotland, 1 delivered a woman by 
turning the child and extracting it by the 
feet. Vide Collect. XXXIV. No. 2. Cafe ro. 
page 192. Both mother and child appeared 
in a good way. Some months after, the 
father « came and told me that his little daugh- 
ter was a fine thriving child; but that it 
could not move one of the arms. As he 
lived at feveral miles diftance, 1 promifed to 
call the firft opportunity, I then found that 
the fhoulder had been diflocated at the time 
of delivery. I tried feveral times to reduce 
it; but without fuccefs. This accident was 
intirely owing to my neglect in not exami- 
ning after delivery; when the limb might — 
with eafe have been replaced. ‘This was a 
caution to me ever after, and fhould be to 
every one, to examine carefully the extremi- 
ties, and alfo every part of the child’s body 
after fuch deliveries. This was the only 

Gg 3 luxation 
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Juxation that ever ‘happened to me in prac- 
tice, where the child was alive, 


CA S.B« 1. 


Some years ago, I delivered a child, the 
foles of whofe feet were turned inwards. Mr. 
Sanxy fargeon was called, who contrived an 
effetual method which reduced the inflec- 
tions at the ankles fo well, as to enable the 
child to walk by bringing the foles of the 
feet to the natural pofition. I had delivered 

efore that period two or three others in 
whom one or both feet were diftorted in 
that manner, and different methods were | 
tried with bandages and fhoes, to little pur- 
pofe. His method was by binding down the 
foles of both feet wath foft bandages, to one 
firm and ftreight, or plain fole piece of bend 
leather, fo that one foot wasa {tay to the 
other. 


NUMBER Iii. C ADBHeit I: 
Fraétures. 


Several years ago, I delivered a woman in 
May Fair, of a {mall child. In turning and 
delivering it, by the feet, I found the bones 
of one ‘af the arms fnap afunder; a circum- 
{tance which furprifed me the more, as I 
never turned and delivered a child with greater 
cafe; or in a flower or more cautious man- 

ner, 
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ner. Indeed I am perfuaded it happened 
principally from’ the f{mallnefs of the bone. 
I {aid nothing ; but wrapped the child up in 
its blanket, and laid it on the lap of one 
of the affiftants, defiring her not to move 
it, till I had got the woman put right in bed. 
I then examined the arm, and told the nurfe 
that it was a little hurt in the delivery ; but 
would foon recover.. As the child was poor 
of mufcular filefh, I only applied a comprefs’ 
dipped in brandy and water, and with a 
fingle roller kept the ends of the bones to- 
gether, which I found was fuificient at the 
time, and-to prevent fufpicion of a fracture, 
I held the arm during the dreffing. I de- 
fired the nurfe not to let it lie on that fide, 
and not to undrefs the bedy of the child till 
I was prefent. As I vifited my patient every 
day, I had the opportunity of renewing the 
dreffings as there was occafion, and the arm 
recovered without the parents having any 
other fufpicion, than Of g a {train in the de- 
livery. 


CASE It, 


I fent Mr. Neale furgeon of the London 
hofpital, who attended me many years ago, 
to deliver a poor woman, ‘The child pre- 
fented wrong, and in bringing down one of 
the legs the thigh bone was broke in the 

Ge 4 middle, - 
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middle. After the delivery he bound up the 
fraéture, and by great care and frequent at- 
tendance the limb recovered, 


CoA SE oll: 


A midwife having fent for affiftance, Mr. 
Web of Nevis, who had then attended me 
a long time, went to deliver the patient, who 
was a poor woman. As the child prefent- 
ed wrong he brought down one leg, but as 
the’ thild was very large he could not de- 
liver the body, or bring down the other leg; 
on which I came to his affiftance. In fearch- 
ing for the’ leg that remained i in the Uferus, 
I found the thigh bent downwards and 
‘broke: this I delivered with caution, and 
after that the body and head. He bound 
up the fracture, and was at great pains to 
recover the limb; but by the mifmanage- 
ment of a druften nurfe, the thigh inflamed, 
and the child died. This misfortune dif 
‘couraged, and gave my pupil much uneafi- 
nefs ; ish I told cm that fuch things would 
fometimes happen, even to the beft and moft 
careful practitioners, 


CASE IV, 


Soon afier the peace, in 1748, many 
gentlemen both of ‘the army and navy at- 
tended my leétures, We were called at night 

#8 
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to alabour in one of the narrow lanes in . 
Broad St. Giles’s, where the arm of the child 
prefented. When I came, the room was 
crouded with the pupils to the number of 
twenty-eight. Such a number going in, had 
fo alarmed the lane, that a great mob af- 
fembled, and began to exclaim that we were 
trying practices. Some of the women alfo 
told us, that the parifh officers were fent 
for, who, at that time, were glad of fhewing 
their authority. On thefe accounts I was 
obliged to deliver the woman in a hurry. 
The child was alive, and when this was told 
the mob, and that the woman was alfo fafe, 
they all difperfed.. I left one of the eldeft 
pupils to ftay a little after the others, who in | 
time of dreffing the child, found that one 
of the thighs was broke; he tied it up, and 
was at great pains’in attending frequently ; 
but the child was loft by the careleisnefs of 
a drunken mother. | 


NUMBER IV, CASE lL 
| Firft dreffings. | 


I delivered a woman in Brook Street who 
had brought a nurfe from the country to at- 
tend her and the child in her lying in. Mrs. 
Maddocks midwife drefled the child, and told 
her not to open and drefs it again till fhe 
came; but next morning when Mrs, Mad- 

| | docks 
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docks called, the nurfe faid fhe was afraid it 
would be too long to wait for her coming, 
on which fhe had opened and dreffed, and 
every thing was right, obferving that fhe had 
been ufed to that bufinefs. Next morning 
T was called, and told that the child was very 
bad. I examined and found it groaning 
with fcarce any pulfe, the extremities grow- 
ing cold, and the countenance pale. I defired 
the nurfe to undrefs the child; in doing 
which I obferved, that the child was bound 
and pinned exceedingly tight. I faid no-: 
thing to the mother; but a friend of hers 
being prefent, I imparted to her my obferva- 
tion. The nurfe, in her own excufe, told the 
gentlewoman and me, that in the country 
fhe was told the London nurfes drefled them . 
fo as to give them fine fhapes. I told her 
the danger of that practice, and that they 
now drefied them very loofe to prefent fpoil- 
ing their natural fhape, which was much 
better and handfomer than artificial ones. I 
itayed till I faw the infant dreffed loofe ; and 
ordered a cordial mixture of 9. Alexeter 
: fimp. 3. Aq. Alex. Spirituos. Syr. Croci 4 
sij. a little of this to be given frequently. 
I alfo advifed them to get a wet nurfe as 
foon as poffible. When I called next morn- 
ing they told me that the child expired very 
foon after 1-left the houfe. 1 have been called 

| feveral 
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 feveral times, where I found the uneafinefs 
of the children proceeded from too tight 
dreffings ; and by obferving this circumftance 
in time, the danger was prevented by drefs- 
ing them loofer. Doctor Sands told me that 
he was called to a child of a relation of his 
own, The nurfe had, as fhe thought, dreffed 
it very nice, as it was then to be chriftened. 
When he examined, he found it was fo 
tight bound that it could fcearcely breathe. 
The face was turned livid, and as there was 
no’time to be loft, he did not wait for its 
being undrefled: but taking a knife or pair 
of {ciflars, ripped open the clothes; by which 
means the child was foon relieved. 


C AoE lh | 

About two years ago, I was called to fee 
a child, on the fourth day after delivery, 
and was told that it heaved, and had an op- 
preffion at its breaft. The nurfe undrefled 
the child; and the cloths did not feem tight, 
but I obferved the bandage on the navel ap- 
peared very tight. ‘This I ordered to be un- 
rolled, and plainly perceived that it was the 
caufe of the diforder; for the child imme- 
diately breathed with greater freedom, and 
did very well in the fequel. 


CASE 
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CASE IIL 


‘The following 1s from Dr. George Macau- 
lay, London, 29th O&ober 1759. A midwife 
who is near-fighted, made the ligature of the 
Funis Umbilicas too near the child’s belly, 
and on that part which belongs to the - 
domen of the infant. After feveral days it 
was fhewn to me: the ligature was not made 
fo tight as to ftop the circulation intirely, 
and the part was {welled and inflamed. I 
divided the ligature with a pair of {ciflars ; 
the Funis dropped off at the ufual place; 
and in a few days the inflammation abated ; 
the parts contracted, and the child had a 
good navel, 


COL- 
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COLLECTION XLVI 


Imperforated Anus. 
[Vide Vol. I. Book 4. Chap. 2. Sect. 2.] 


NUMBER I. CASE I. 


— Several years ago, I delivered a woman of 
her firft child. When I called next day, the 
nurfe told me that he had got no ftool, al- 
though fhe had given feveral times the oil 
and fyrup, and fhe was afraid there was no 
paflage at the fundament, fhe having tried 
to introduce a ftalk of parfley and butter. I 
infpected the part, and lubricating my little 
finger, introduced the fame a little way into 
the Auus; but plainly found a {mooth ob- 
ftruction about an inch» or lefs from the 
entry. 

I informed the father of a cafe, and the 
danger the child was in, unlefs an artificial 
opening was made, and advifed him to fend 
for the furgeon of the family: on which 
Mr. Gattaker was called. After he had exa- 
mined and found the fame, he advifed, as the 
cafe was uncommon, to fend for Mr. Middleton. 
- They were of the fame opinion with me, that 
it was right to try to make a perforation . 
immediately, for although the fuccefs was 

uncer= 
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uncertain, yet if the attachment was flight, 
it might fucceed. It was then agreed to 
perform the operation with the Trocar. Mr. 
Middleton fent for his, as it was of a larger 
fize than common. Mr. Gattaker introduced 
the inftrument, and pufhed the point and 
fheath through the adhefion in a line, as 
near as he could judge, along the common 
courfe of the Rectum. No Meconium appear-— 
ed, or followed on withdrawing the in- 
ftrument. After this he introduced a Jarge 
bougie, which went up a great way. We called 
next morning, and to our great fatisfaction — 
obferved fome Meconium come down, on ex- 
tracting the bougie. Another fomewhat lar- 
ger was again introduced: the child now 
feemed to bein a fair way of doing well; 
but next day the nurfe fhewed us a fmall 
fwelling on the upper and back-part of the 
right parietal bone, which was turning livid, 
and indeed had not been obferved by me at 
the delivery. On examining the tumour, 
we found a round opening in the bone about 
an inch and half diameter, and fome of the 
brain pufhed through it; but this could not 
be reduced, and no doubt was begun to mors 
tify, for the child died next day. 


CASE 
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CASE IL 
From the Medical Effays of Edinburgh, Vol. 4. 
Article 32. 


The cafe of a male child born without an 
Anus, ov Intefiinum Reéium. By Mr. ‘fames 
amiefon, fargeon in Kelfo. 

Some years ago, Mrs. Hannack, midwife 
in this town, was called to one Mrs, Stephen- 
_ fon in Plowland, five miles diftant from this 
place, whom fhe delivered of twins, the one 
female, the other male; and difcovering in 
the latter no appearance of an dvus, came 
home, and fent me to fee the child, whom 
I found otherwife fprightly and feemingly in 
good health, and not the leaft veftige of aa 
Anus to be feen, or felt, but equally firm 
and folid from the Coccyx to the Scrotum: 
whereupon I told the grand-mother, who 
only was acquainted therewith by the mid- 
wife, that it was preternatural, and that tho’ 
I had twice feen the nus covered by a mem- 
brane which was eafily cured, I could not 
promife to do the like in this; but if the 
pleafed, I fhould try to reach the gut by in- 
cifion, which fhe with the mother’s confent 
fondly agreed to. Whereupon I made an 
incifion pretty deep in the moft reafonable 
part; then introduced my little finger into 
the wound to find the gut, but in yain. I _ 

| afters 


6 


464 CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 
afterwards tried the Trocar, which penetrated, 
but nothing followed but fome gutts of blood; 
fo was obliged to leave the patient without 
profpect of further help from me, only de- 
fired when he died I might be allowed to 
open the body, which I did nextday. Upon 
opening the child, I faw the Rectum entirely 
wanting, and the Colon wasa perfect Inte/fi- 
num Geta fufpended loofely in the Abdomen, 
and full of Meconium; all the other parts 
being in a natural ftate. 


CAA $) Healt 


A cafe of an imperforted uus, from Mr. 
Pinkfian, fargeon in London. 

Tuefday evening, May 7, 1754, I delivered” 
M. K. of a female child. Next morning 
the nurfe told me, that the child had no ftool, 
although fhe had ufed all the common me- 
thods to procure one; befides, fhe faw no’ 
fault at the fandament. 

On examining, I imagined the fame; but 
after introducing a probe about half an inch, 
I met with a firm and folid refiftance. 

I then told the mother the neceffity there 
was for performing an operation on the 
child; though not without expreiiing fome 
doubt of its fuccefs. Having obtained her 
confent, ¥ cut about half an inch into. the 
refitting fubftance, and finding that none 

of 
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of the Feces followed, I inlarged the external 
orifice, and went about half an inch deeper. 

Seeing at laft nothing iffue out but a little 
blood, I mtroduced my finger, and found a 
refiftance that made me defpair of fucceed- - 
ing in-any farther attempt of a kind, and 
I drefled up the wound. 7 

The child had that night ss. 
vomitings, and thefe continued till its death, 
which happened on the twelfth in the morn- | 
ing. 

After much entreaty, I was permitted to 
open the child, when I found the Redtum 
- callous and imperforate as far as the laft 
Vertebra of the loins, which fhewed the de- 
fect was abfolutely incurable. — ih 

In cafes however of this kind, I think a 
cure fhould always be attempted. 


CAS Bom 


The Urethra of a child imperforated. In a 
Jetter from Mr. Lucas of Pontefract in 
Yorkfoire, March 1753. 


The day after delivering a woman of thirty- 
fix years of age, of her firft child, by the af-_ 
fiftance of the Forceps, 1. payed her a vifit, 
‘and underftood the child during that time 
‘had never made water.. Upon infpecting the 
‘parts, I found the G/ans Pents imperforated, 
and of a bad formation, with fearce any 

Vor. IIL Hh  ~pre- 
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prepuce, and no appearance, or the leaft 
veltige of the Urethra. On this I made an 
opening with a {mall lancet pretty deep along 
the Penis, where the Urethra is naturally fited, 
and to its utmoft extremity. I repeated * 
feveral times, making crucial incifions; I alfo 
_ tried to pafs a {mall probe, but all my at- 
tempts were unfuccefsful; a great Hemor- 
rhage obliged me to defift, and commit the 
whole to nature, which in about twelve 
hours proved very friendly; for the urine 
forced itfelf a paflage thro’ the femi-divided 
Fibres, into the artificial Urethra formed by 
the various punctures of the lancet. | 

The child and mother foon recovered, and 
did well. 

Vide Lamotte, book 1. chap. 20. on im- 
perforations of the fundament and Urethra. 
The French edition is tranflated by Mr. Tom- 
kins, fargeon of the Foundling Hofpital, and 
publifhed by Mr. Waugh in Limbard Street. 


NUMBER Oe A 6 
Tongue-tied. | 


A woman whom I delivered of a child 
brought by the feet through a very narrow 
Pelvis, told me, when I called next day, that 
1 had brought her a fine girl; but the nurfe 
declared fhe had got two tongues. I fufpect- 
-ed what was the matter, but faid nothing. 
When 
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When I examined the cafe, I found there was 
a large {welling under the tongue, and that 
the prefiure had flattened it fe a9 give it 
that appearance. ‘To make the parents eafy, 
Iordered a mixture with barley-water and 
Mel. rofarum, and to moiften the part now and 
then by means of a feather, and told them 
this appearance would vanifh ina few days; 

-which prognoftic was verified accordingly. 
This {welling was occafioned by my finger, 
which I was obliged to introduce into the 
mouth, in delivering the head. 


CAS E. HH, 


Cafes of the tongue’s being confined, and 
tied by a thin membrane to the under part 
of the mouth, are fo common, and fo eafily 
affifted, that it would be fuperfluous to enu- 
merate particulars, except where attended with 
difficulty or danger. I have only hadtwo cafes ~ 
in all my practice that appeared dangerous. 

A poor woman brought her child to me, 
and told me that it was tongue-tied, and 
could not fuck. When I raifed it up, I 
perceived, inftead of a thin membrane, a very 
thick one, and fomething like an excrefcence 
“formed below, to which the under part of 
the fongue adhered. Her labour had been 
natural and eafy. I endeavoured to divide 
it lowly with a lancet armed; but as it bled 
a good deal I defifted, having heard of fome 

Hh 2 fatal - 
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fatal inftances of the kind, though at fecond 
hand only. Indeed I was a little uneafy at 
its bleeding fo much, as I had divided-fo 
fmall a part, where ‘no preffure could be made, 
or the head, or any certain veffel taken up. 
I wiped it frequently with a linen rag; but 
ftili it continued to bleed. I fent for fome 
pulv. flipt. but before it came, I recollected 
that {pirit of wine would contract {mall vef- 
fels, and immediately dipped a feather in fome 
lamp {pirits, and with it touched the divided 
veffels, which contracted in an inftant. Never- 
thelefs for fecurity, I made the woman ftay 
fome time; but the firft touch was fufficient. . . 


CoA [S.te iT, 


- Thad been affured by a furgeon, that he | 
had brought down fuch an excrefcence by 
touching it now and then with Lunar Cau- 
flick. I tried to relieve a fecond child that 
was brought to me with much the fame com- 
plaint as the former. The child was about 
three years old, and could not move its tongue 
fo as to pronounce articulate founds. 

I touched it feveral times with the Lunar 
Cauflick; but there was fo much moifture 
‘from the Save in the mouth, that the Cau- 
flick was diflolved, and affected the adjacent 
parts. I therefore difcontinued it, as it did 
not anfwer expectation in removing the im- 


pediment. 
COL- 
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Mould-fhot heads and convulfions. 
[Vide Vol. 1. Book 4. Chap. 2. Sed, 3.] 


UMUMBER. Lo CAGE? FE 


Many years ago, I was fent for in a hurry 
to a child, who immediately after delivery 
was thrown into convulfive fits. The labour 
had been tedious; the child was large, and 
the head was compreffed into a longifh form, 
and to one fide. I tried with the palms of 
my hands, to mould it into a globular ihape ; 
but to no purpofe. The child had recover- 
ed, and was not in convulfions when I came; 
but very foon was attacked with another fit. 
I immediately took about two ounces of. 
blood from the neck, and ordered a {mall 
bliftering plaifter to be applied betwixt the 
fhoulders. The infant had no return of the 
convulfions after blooding, and in time 
erew a ftrong, healthy child. The head gra- 
dually expanded, and recovered in: fome mea- 
inne a better form. 


CAS EH, 
[ delivered a woman whofe child was large, 
The Pelots' was fmall, and the head came 
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along with great difficulty. The head when 
delivered was of a very long fhape: one 
parietal bone was fqueezed confiderably over 
- the other, and the occipital bone forced more 
back. The child, who cried ftrongly at firft, 
was immediately after thrown into a con- 
-vulfion fit. I tried to mould the bones into 
their proper form; but could not alter their 
pofition. The Funis Umbilicalis not being yet 
tied, 1 made a ligature on the proper place 
in a flight manner. The nurfe brought me 
atea-cup. I then cut the Fumzs, and allowed 
it to bleed about four fpoonfuls, and then 
pulled the ligature tight. The child imme- | 
diately recovered. As in the former cafe, I 
ordered a blifter, and three grains of rhu- 
barb to be given internally, to purge of 
fome of the Meconium. This method feemed 
to anfwer fo well, that when fuch cafes hap- 
pened where the head was much f{queezed, [| 
comntonly allowed a little blood to flow from 
the Funis, more or lefs, before tying it tight, 
It was an old method amongft the’ midwives 
‘in fome places, to give the child three drops 
of blood from the Fun7s, to prevent convul- 
fions; and perhaps this cuftom might arife 
from fome more knowing practitioner, who 
took this method in deceiving them, on pur- 
pofe to let the navel-ftring bleed.a little. 
Vide Collect. XXXII. Cafe tr. z 
~ | 3 Se Cra S Hi 
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Ae IT. 


I was called to a child that was thrown 
into convulfions foon after delivery ; but be- 
ing at a diftance, I could not attend till fe- 
veral hours after. When I came, the child 
feemed in a dying condition. I immediately — 
cut the ligature of the Funis, and fomented 
it with warm water, in hopes it would bleed ; 
but to no purpofe. The mother was againtt 
blooding with a lancet. I ordered leaches 
to be applied to the neck, and a blifter to the 


~ back; but before they could be applied the 


infant expired. As the child was drefled, J 
did not examine the head. 

No doubt it is right when the Heads 13 
{queezed in the Pe/vis, and of a wrong fhape, 
to try to reduce it. I have had many fuch 
cafes; but as I can remember, never fucceed- 
ed but once, or twice at moft, and then I 
afcribed the fuccefs to the head’s not having 
been long retained in the paffage. 


NUMBER II. CASE I. 
Eruptions, 


A child, about three days after delivery, 
ftruck owt all over the body with {mall red 
eruptions; which in London the nurfes call 
the red-gum; but in Scotland is termed the 
hives. As I found the child had got little 

2 Th hve paf- 
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paflage of the Meconium, and had not fuck- 
ed, Iordered three grains of rhubarb, and 
if it did not operate in five or fix hours, to 
give three grains more: both dofes were gi- 
ven, which affifted in di‘charging a large 
quantity of Mecontum. On the fourth ‘day, 
the mother fuckled the child. The milk 
kept the belly fufficiently open, and by de- 
grees carried off the complaint. 


CLA SEH. 


I was called toa child about eight days - 
.old, who was to be brought up by hand, and 
who was broke out much in the fame man-_ 
ner as the former. It was alfo reftlefs, and - 
cried much. I found the child had not 
above four times paflage fince the delivery. 
I ordered five grains of rhubarb to be given 
immediately in a little thin pap, which gave 
the child two loofe ftools, and by thefe the 
infant was relieved of the colick pains. J 
direéted the nurfe to give frequently fome 
chicken broth for nourifhment, either by 
itfelf, or mixed with the pap; and if the 
child after this did not go to ftool two or 
three times a day, to ss eis half an ounce 
of manna in four fpoontuls of water, and 
give about a {poonful of it as often as there 
fhould be ein to have the above effeét. 
The nurfe told me afterwards, that fhe had 
; given 
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given oil of {weet almonds, and fyrup of 
violets, without the defired effect; but that 
the manna, ever fince the working of the 
rhubarb, had kept the body open; and that 
the eruptions were fealing off. In a few 
days after, when I faw the child, they were 
intirely gone. | 


C Ws ee iil. - 


I was called to vifit a child about five days 
after delivery. The mother told me, that 
the child had been very well till that morn- 
ing, when finding it was much bound, the 
nurfe had given it fome decoétion of fenna 
and prunes. She was afraid too much had 
been given, becaufe the child was thrown 
into a violent purging; and this had carried 
in all the red gum, which had been very full 

on the child’s body. * NA 
TL ordered three ounces of the Hie é 
Creta, with three drops of the Iincétur. The- 
baic. a {fpoonful of this to be given prejently,. 
and to be repeated after every: loofe ftool. 
This ftopt the purging, and the eruptions 
that appeared white, refumed their red co- 
lour, and went off gradually. 

The mother told me, that in her former 
children, her milk being binding, fhe had 
been obliged frequently to give the above 
medicine, but in {maller quantities; and this 
method fucceeded very well. 

CASE 
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CASE: ‘IV. 


I delivered a patient of her firft child, 
which was a ftrong healthy boy. The mo- 
ther was refolved to fuckle, but was obliged 
to give it up from an inflammation coming 
on the breaft. I advifed the nurfe, in the 
mean time, to keep the child’s body open, a 
caution which fhe neglected. 

Being otherwife engaged for feveral days, 
T did not call till I was fent for in a hurry 
on the fixth day, when I found the child in 
a violent fever. J underftood there had been 
_ very little paflage, and was told the child’s 
body was full of the red gum; but to my 
great furprize, I found an erifipelas covering 
all the back and right fide. I immediately 
ordered ten grains of Magnefia to be given, 
and alfo a glyfter of chicken broth, which 
brought off a large quantity of thick Meco- 
nium. This plainly fhewed the child had 
been neglected; but the inflammation foon 
turned livid, and deftroyed the child. 


COL 


CASES 1n MIDWIFERY. 475 


COLLECTION XLVI, 
| Green Stools. 
[Vide Vol. I. Book IV. Ch. Il. Sect. 4. and 5.] 


NUMBER 1. > “CARD | 


A child that was put out to a wet nurfe, 
was taken foon after with a continuing cry~ 
ing and reftlefsnefs. When I vifited it; at the 
defire of the parents, the child feemed much 
emaciated. The nurfe told me, that the 
{tools were fometimes hard, at other times 
curdled and green; but by the child’s being. 
{o much emaciated, I fufpected, that the nurfe 
had little or no milk: for it was crying in- 
ceflantly, and always turning its little head 
from fide to fide. I with my finger touched 
the fide of the mouth when it gaped, and it 
greedily fucked my finger. I defired the nurfe 
to milk from her brea a little into a cup, 
that I might fee the colour and confiftence 
of the fame. She tried, but could not fqueeze 
out one drop, and faid the child had emptied 
her breafts, and fucked its belly-full juft be- 
fore I arrived. 1 faid nothing to her; but 
told the parents, that I was certain the wo- 
man had little or no milk, and advifed them 

| to 
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to take away the child immediately, before it 
_ was ftarved. I recommended another that 
had a good character, and who I was cer- 
tain had a good breaft. This advice they 
immediately followed, which had the defired 
effect in recruiting the child, and carried off 
the green ftools without the affiftance of any | 
medicine. 

I could mention many cafes of the fame 
kind, where I have faved the infants, when 
called intime.. Vide Collect. L. 


CASE I. 


A Be that ‘was fackled by the mother, 
near the end of the month was taken with 
gripings and curdled green ftools. I ordered 
fix grains of.rhubarb to be given immedi- 
ately, and a mixture with half an ounce of 
Magnefia Alba, and two ounces of Ag. pur. 
fweetened with fugar. A fpoonful of this to 
be given every night, and morning. As I 
* found the milk was rather too thick, and of 
a yellow tincture, I defired the nurfe to give 
the child frequently a little chicken broth or 
beef tea, efpecially as I found by the nurie, 
that her muiftrefs was irregular in drinking 
{pirits. The child grew better, but fr bquently 
relapfed;; and as they could not afford a wet 
nurfe, I advifed weaning it. My advice was 


f ol- 
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. followed, and the child grew better by be- 
ing brought up by hand. 


C Aco Ee an, 


I was called to a child about a month olds 
that was brought up by hand. It had been 
afflicted for many days with curdled green 
{tools, and at laft was brought very low by 
thin watery purging. I ordered 49. Alexeter 
fimp. ij. Spirituos, 38. Ekét. e Scordio 38. 
mixted together and {weetened with Syr. fmp. 
a fpoonful to be given after every ftool. I 
alfo dire€ted them to adminifter a glyfter, 
made of the decoétion of chicken guts. For 
nourifhment, I prefcribed chicken broth in 
which rice was boiled. This method had 
the defired effect in reftraining the purging, 
vd {trengthening the infant. In a few days, . 
_ when the loofenefs returned, I ordered e eight 
grains of toafted rhubarb, and three grains 
of toafted nutmeg; and in twelve hours after 
the mixture as above; and thefe too anfwered 
the purple, I have been called in many fuch 


cafes where I-have fucceeded: but when we 


are called in too late, the child is generally 
loft. 


C iA SE. AY. 


I was called in to a child four months old, 
who had been for three weeks much 1n the | 
: fame 
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fame way as mentioned in the above cafe. 
The loofenefs frequently returned, and all 
the methods had been unfuccefsfully tried, as 
recommended in Vol. 1. The child being 
opened foon after it expired, I found all the 
glands of the OM IE ES fwelled, and in hard 
— knots. 


NUMBER II. GCA-S Be I, 
Apthe. 

I was defired to vifit a child that was put 
out to a wet nurfe, and told, that the child’s 
mouth was fo fore that it could not fuck. 
The lips, the infide of the mouth, throat and ~ 
tongue, were full of little white fpots inclin- 
ing a little to yellow. The child was about 
a fortnight old, and had caught cold at the 
chriftening, about the eighth day. It had 
been coftive, and the ftools were of a clay 
colour ; but was afterwards taken with loofe, 
curdly green ftools, which ftill continued. 
The child’s fkin felt hot, the pulfe was quick 
and low. I examined the nurfe’s milk, and 
found it in plenty, and of a right confiftence, 
I defired her to give the child frequently a 
little chicken-broth; to wafh the mouth 
gently and often with a linnen rag dipt 
in a gargle of barley-water and Me/ Ro- 
farum, alfo to continue as fhe had already 
begun to give the breaft-milk, milked in the 

child’s 
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child’s boat. I ordered fome dofes of the 
Pulv. e Chel. Cancror. comp. gr. v. Rhubarb. 
gr. i. to be given with the broth night and 
morning, and a blifter to be applied betwixt 
the fhoulders. 

When I called next day, the nurfe told me 
fhe had got down pretty often the milk and 
broth, but not the powders; but that now 
the child’s throat was fo fore, that fhe could 
get down neither. The appearance of the 
thrufh and ftools was much the fame. I 
examined the dus, and found a few {pots 
there alfo. I then defired the nurfe to give 
the child a glyfter of chicken-broth, or of a 
decoction of chickens guts, every four hours, 
to try to nourifh it in that manner. Next 
day the thrufh began to flough off the tongue. 
She continued the glyfters. The day after that 
fhe got down fome milk and broth at different 
times. The thrufh was now more at the 
fundament, and fo fore that the glyfters were 
left off. After this the child feemed to reco- 
ver; the fkin was cooler, the excrements were 
lefs curdled and green, and not fo frequent. 
In a few days more the thrufh went off, and 

the child recovered, contrary to my expec~ 
tation. 

I have had many fuch cafes; but the chil- 
dren feldom recovered when the thrutfh rofe 
to fuch a height, and where they were fo 

feverifh . 
8 
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feverifh and fo much reduced. Vide Vol. I. 
on this fubject. 


CASTE OE 


About thirty years ago, I was called at 
a confiderable diftance in the country to a 
child about five or. fix months old. The mo- 
ther told me, that the infant had fweated, and 
been healthy, till within a month before I 
was called; and without any previous bad 
fymptom, was taken with a fore mouth full 
of little white fpots, which by degrees turned 
yellow, and changed from that toa dufky 
colour. She informed me, that as the child - 
could not fuck, fhe was obliged to wean it, 
and fupport it with new-drawn whey, pap, 
and new milk. | 

The child was much emaciated : the ftools 
were loofe, of a brown colour, and ca- 
daverous imell. When I looked into the 
mouth, I faw the gums and throat black and 
full of gangrenous ulcers. I told the parents 
that the child was in the utmoft danger, and 
could not live long. This was late at night, 
and it expired before morning. 


Con ocr ll: 


About a year or more after this period, 
_ I was called to a child about two years old, 
in whom the appearance of the mouth was 

4, much 
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much the fame, and the diforder of the fame 
duration. The gums were mortified, and 
in examining with my finger, two-of- the 
teeth dropped out. The child foon expired. 

Although thefe laft cafes are not-fo proper 
to infert here, becaufe I confine myfelf to 
thofe in the month, yet as they are of the 
fame kind, and fo extraordinary from their 
long continuance, I thought they might be 
pertinent to fhew the danger that enfues 
when the patient is not affifted intime. Con- 
fult Dr. othergi/, and others, on the above 
diforder, ; 


ae ee Coin 
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COLLECTION XLIX. 
ieee ae Vol. I, Book IV. Chap. 3.] 
~ With refpect to men Practitioners. 


CAANS*B iT 


Mr. W. attended a woman in labour of 
her firft child. He had gained reputation 
from being called to affift midwives in the. 
country in preternatural cafes; but this be- 
ing the firft time of his being befpoke to 
attend by himfelf, he was at a lofs how to 
manage his patient in a natural cafe. 

The woman was of a healthy and robutft 
conftitution, and about thirty-eight years of 
age: the labour pains were pretty frequent 
and {trong ; but he not confidering that the 
parts muft have time to foften and dilate, 
began as he had formerly done in preternatu- 
ral cafes, to lubricate and dilate the Os Uteri, 
which was then only open about the breadth 
of a crown piece. 

In this manner he continued every now 
and then, to aflift the delivery for fevera] 
hours, to no purpofe. 

The nurfe, a fenfible woman, who had 
been many years in that bufinefs, exhorted 

him 


CASES in MIDWIFERY. 483 


him from time to time to reft, and not fa- 
tigue himfelf, efpecially as the woman was 
not young, and as the child prefented with 
the head. 

This was in December 1748. He had at- 
tended me one courfe of leétures about three 
years before; but had not attended the la- 
bours, imagining every thing in midwifery 
trifling, and that the le¢tures on the extra- 
ordinary cafes were fufficient. 

Finding himfelf thus foiled, and at a lofs 
how to manage the labour, he detired her 
friends to fend for me; but contrary to his 
inclination, another gentleman was called, 
who by art and cunning had got a name 
amongft the lower fort of patients. Both 
thefe gentlemen being felf-{ufficient, and im- 
patient of advice or controul, foon fplit in 
their opinions as to the prefentation of the 
Fetus. | : 

He who came laft, alledged that the 
fhoulder prefented, and that the woman 
ought to be delivered immediately; the other 
{till infifted that it was the head. Thefe 
debates luckily happened in another room, 
and continued fo obftinate and long, that 
the patient, who had been fatigued moft of | 
the night, fell into a found fleep; being at 
reft from her premature affiftant. | 

Tal a | The 
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The nurfe, being afraid that her. miftrefs 
would fuffer from the difagreement of the 
obftetric adverfaries, advifed the hufband to 
call an old practitioner. As I returned from 
a patient about fix o’clock in the morning, 
the hufband was advifing with his neighbour, 
who knew me, and begged my advice. and 
afliftance.. I complied with his requeft, and 
accompanied him to his houfe. After hear- 
ing the different parties, both male and fe- 
male, I, as the patient was afleep, and only 
awoke now and then when difturbed with a 
pain, defired fhe might be kept quiet. In the 
meantime, as the feafon was exceflively cold, 
I begged they would regale the attendants 
and me with fome warm tea; hoping alfo I 
might have time to foothe the quarrel, which 
by this time was pretty high, for the females, 
_ ‘who. were numerous, had entered into the | 
difpute. At their defire, I examined the pa- 
tient in time of a pain, and found the Os 
Urerz a little open, but rigid... From the 
globular form and hardnefs of what prefent- 
ed, I imagined it rather the head than any 
other part of the Fetus; re{ting on the up- 
per part of the Ofa Pubis. 

I then called the gentlemen afide, and ob- 
-ferved that the pofition of the child was of no 
confequence at prefent ; that the woman being 

| 3 now 
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now eafier, this her firft child, the Os Uteri 
rigid, and the membranes not broke, it 
would be better to encourage reft, and allow 
time for the parts to foften and ftretch gra- 
dually by the pufhing down of the mem- 
branes and waters. I faid, if the head pre- 
fented, it would probably advance, er if the 
fhoulder, then it would be time enough to 
affift when there was more room, efpécially 
as the waters were not yet come off, | 

By this remonftrance I brought them to a 
better temper, and they were at laft reconciled. 
Indeed I thought it always my duty to make 
up fuch breaches for the general good of {o- 
ciety, as well as + for: the honour of the pro- 
feffion. | 
I advifed Mr. W. to attend his patient, 
but not to difturb her in the leaft; and pro- 
pofed that we fhould all three mect at twelve, 
or fooner, if he defired. 

We were called at ten, .on account of the 
pains growing ftronger, and the anxiety of 
the woman and her friends; but on examin- 
ing, I found little alteration, only the Os 
Ureri felt a little fofter. It was then agreed 
that as her pulfe was quick, fhe fhould lofe 
eight ounces of blood from the arm; that 
the nurfe fhould adminifter a glyfter, and 
after the operation give the patient a draught 
with thirty drops of the Tinét. Thebaic. 

Ti 3 Thefe 
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Thefe medicines had the defired effeét ; and 
Mr. W. delivered, or rather received the child 
prefenting fair next morning. : 

Both thefe gentlemen have, fince that time, 
attended feveral courfes of my lectures, as well 
as all the publick labours that happened dur- 
ing their attendance; and have often acknow- 
ledged my friendly behaviour in this cafe, by 
which they were prevented from expofing 
their ignorance.. 


CA S:E_ IL 


In the year 1748, I received a meflage 
from a lady, to go to one who had been her 
fervant, and was married to a tradefman. 

On my arrival, I found another practi- 
tioner there, who feemed much furprifed, and 
with a very furly countenance fcolded the 
hufband for bringing another without - sf 
knowledge. | 

His drefs was as forbidding as his- coun- 
tenance, confifting of an old greafy matted 
wrapper, or night gown, a buff broad {word- 
belt of the fame compleétion round his mid- 
dle ; napkins wrapped round his arms, and 
' a woman’s apron before him to keep his drefs 
‘ from being daubed. At the fame time, to 
make him appear of confequence, he had on 
his head a large tie periwig. 
| As 
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AsI did not know that another of the 
profeflion was there when I was called, I 
afked the gentleman’s pardon, and told him 
the meflage I had received, and my igno- 
rance of any other’s being there but a mid- 
wife. The hufband excufed himfelf in the 
beft manner he could, and faid it was the 
lady’s goodnefs to fave his wife. This apology | 
feemed to pacify him a little; but turning 
from the hufband, he began to abufe the 
edady’s ignorance of his importance, and 
damned all midwives for ignorant b—~<s. 
He faidthat he was befpoke, and would not be 
concerned with any fuch goflips. I told him 
that I was forry my coming fhould give him 
any uneafinefs, or be the occafion of any in 
the family; but begged he would tell me 
how his patient was, that I might inform 
and fatisfy the perfon who had defired me to 
call. 

By this calm reafoning, ine furly afpect 
unbended. He told me he was juft going 
to deliver his patient, and, if I pleafed, I was 
welcome to be prefent at the operation; for 
he could wait no longer, as he had already 
loft one patient by waiting two days on this ; 
and now he was called to another. I thanked 
him for his invitation; and excufing my 
prefence, begged only he would grant my firft 

requeft, 
Lis He 
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He then gave me to underftand,. that he 
had been called the night before the laft; 
that the woman had ftrong pains; -but as 
he was then uncertain how the child pre- 
fented, and fhe had got little fleep for two - 
nights before, he ptt ordered her repeated 
dofes of opium, which had produced little 
or no effeét; but that laft night fhe had 
been quite Fant and often convulfed; and 
that nothing could fave her life but prefent 
delivery. an 

He alfo told me it was her firft child; that 
the membranes were not broke; but the 
mouth of the womb was pretty largely open ; 
and defired me to examine the patient, which 
having done, I found Faery circum ance 
according to his account, and alfo the head 
of the Fetus refting above the Offa Pubis, a 
circumftance which he had not obferved. 

As he had eccafion to: withdraw, he beg- 
ged my excufe a little,-and in his abfence, 
the apothecary, who was inthe next room, 
informed me that the patient had taken at 
different times about fifteen grains of opium ; 
and this he perfuaded himfelf was the occa- 
~ fion of the convulfions and ftupidity. 

I examined her pulfe, and found it quick and 
full, while fhe lay ina profound fleep.. The 
nurfe told me, that fhe had had no ftruggles 
for feveral hours, during which fhe had been 


y cry 
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very quiet. _When the gentleman returned, 
I told him his account was very right, and 
that if he would now examine, he would find 
the head refting above the Pudis. This he 
thought impofiible, as he had examined fo 
lately; but on trying, he confelled it was 
even fo. . 

I likewife told him, her pulfe was fill 
firong,.and the nurfe had informed me fhe 
lay much quieter than fhe had been. I 
imagined indeed that fhe had fallen into a 
found fleep; and advifed him to have a little 
patience. . 
~ He now feemed more difpofed to reafon. 
I therefore obferved to him that as the wo- 
man’s cafe was not barely a cafe in mid- 
wifery, confidering the ftupidity and convul- 
fions, it would be proper, for the fafety of 
all concerned, and. in order to prevent re- 
fiections, that the hufband: fhould go to the 
lady, and beg of her to fend her own phy- 
fician to our affiftance. 

He affented to this propofal, and the phy- 
fician came accordingly. At his arrival, 
being defirous of information in every par- 
ticular, and enquiring minutely about the 
quantity of opium which had been admini- 
{tered, the man-midwife.and the apothecary 
difagreed in their accounts; when this lait. 
went home to bring the bills, the other 

7 | declared, 
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declared that he had been fent for, and was 
obliged to go to another patient, and therefore 
would leave the patient to my care. 

I told him I was engaged alfo,‘and begged 
he would attend his patient. The phyfician 
told him alfo, that if the woman was kept 
quiet, fhe would fleep off her large dofe of 
opium. This declaration enraged him fo- 
much, that he left the houfe muttering re- 
venge againft the apothecary. 

After fome converfation with the phyfi- 
cian, we both concluded, that the over-dofe 
of opium was the occafion of the convulfions 
and ftupidity, and that as the effect went off, 
her pains would come on. 

Wethen fent for a midwife, who attended 
the cafe, and informed me afterwards that 
the woman was fafely delivered that night of 
a dead child; but fhe recovered very well. 


NU MBER We CA SB. 

| .. Midwifery. 

When midwifery came to be more prac- 
tifed by gentlemen than formerly, one Dr. 
C. laid himfelf out in that way; vifited all 
the midwives, and left printed notes of his 
abode. He was called by a midwifeat Lam- 
beth ; but the woman was delivered before 


he arrived ; neverthelefs, Ra over Ge 
he 
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he would examine every thing, to fee that 
all was fafe, and called out that the woman 
was tore. He came every day and dreffed 
the parts. He afhrmed, and the midwife 
denied, complaining loudly of his unfair 
conduct, as fhe had called him. Unluckily for 
this novice in the art, the fame accident to a 
much greater degree happened to himfelf a 
little after, in the very patient that Dr. Szmp- 
fon called meto. Vide Collect. XL. No. 6. 

The midwife heard of this incident, on © 
which fhe hunted him out, and attacked 
him every where, upbraiding him with being 
guilty in reality of what = had villainoufly 
and falfely laid to her charge. 


CAS 2 i 


A gentleman many years ago, made a great 
buftle, got into a confiderable fhare of low 
and middling: practice by taking low prices. 
He abufed the midwives right or wrong 
wherever he was cailed, and was reciprocally 
abufed by them. Frequently, inftead of 
waiting in lingering cafes where the head 
prefented right, he turned the child, and 
brought it by the feet, by which method both 
mother and child were often loft. .. 

Neverthelefs, he gained fome credit by 
exaggerating, and making the cafes appear 
defperate, to thofe concerned. Thefe prac- 

tices 
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tices availed him for the prefent, and fright- 
ened many midwives from calling in men . 
practitioners. To my certain knowledge he 
was thus the occafion of many bad cafes, 
the women refufing affiftance when he was 
propofed. ‘This the midwives have acknow- 
ledged to me in private, when I expoftulated 
with them, for not calling me fooner.. Such 
behaviour in the end funk his bufinefs. Se- 
veral of his better fort of patients were, from 
time to time, delivered by other gentlemen, 
who acted on better principles, and finding 
themfelves and their children faved, never had 
recourfe to him in the fequel, 


GrAS°Ee IN. 

[Vide Colle&. XX XI. Cafe 13. alfo Colle. XXXIV, 
No. 1. Cafe rg. No. 2. Cafe 3. 8. and Colle@. XXXII, 
Wo. 2. Cafes. ] 7 ' 

I was one night called very late to a wo- 
man of my acquaintance, in the neighbour- 
hood. I was nota little furprifed when I 
came into the room, to hear two women 
f{colding one another ima ferocious manner, 
and ready to come to blows. As they did 
not know of my being fent for, my appear- 
ance furprifedgand filenced. them for the pre- 
feit. I foon found they were two midwives of 
my acquaintariée. I {aid nothing, but fpoke to 
the patient who’ was in bed. The midwife 

sai : that 
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that was fitting at the bedfide defired me to 
take a pain, faying fhe would yield her feat 
to me; but to no midwife in London, When 
I examined, I found the child prefenting 
right, the Os Urer¢ foft and pretty much di- 
lated, and the membranes entire. I then 
defired the two midwives to go into the next 
room, where I heard both their complaints. 
One had been befpoke; but was engaged 
when fent for, on which the other was call- 
ed. I again went to the patient, told her 
fhe was in a very good way, and afked which 
of them fhe chofe for her midwife. She faid 
_the one who was befpoke, for the was afraid 
of the other, I made them acquainted with 
this decifion, and advifed her that came firft 
to yield, becaufe if any accident fhould hap- 
pen fhe would be blamed; and I told her 
fhe fhould be paid for her trouble. Thus 
ended the conteft, and both were pleafed. 


we neem eee! 
ay , 


i eae ce rt os. 
ye New e = = tt rn 


Cisaw x 


.% 


meses aR 
Re Ton Dy ig 
1 Oe oe 


ery 


AN | 
bee : Boa 


To the Third VOLUME, 
, OR THE 
Second VOLUME of CASES, 


if 


COL LECTION .XxXxE 


ys ake Cafes delivered with the aff; ifance of the 
Crotchet. 


Dropfical head — nee <a Page 1 
Id. pence 
A little woman and a large child : 
The Feetus dead and the Abdomen tumefied —-—~ 7 
qd. 7 


The Uterus contracted before the fhoulders pare a | 

The fillet and Forceps tried in vain a IE 

The Pelvis narrow. ‘The aa aflifted with a 
-blunt-hook onetececaain t I 


A large child delivered with two crotchets —— 1g 
The face prefenting, delivered alfo withtwo. — 21 
Id. 


Moft of the bones of the head cxeaciods —— 24 
A delivery from R. P. 7 —— 2g 
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An unfuccefsful trial of the Forceps, Mr. Ff. —— 53 
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From the Medical Ewes an ancien of the Os 
it alfo of the Cranium of the Fetus — sg 


COLLEC TIONS (XXX, | SOCK; and 
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Preternatural Deliveries of various hinds afified moftly 
without inftrument. 
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he legs of a Fetus in the Vagina — 60 
The breech ec ntne the thighs tothe S/chium 62 
id. 04 
Jd. with the thighs to the Pubiss Dr, Lathwell of 
° ; b 66 
tamford eed 


Tad, 67 
id. afiifted with the hook 3d fillet ———— 69 
The breech at the brim of the Pelvis ———— 72 
One hip prefenting 3 


: 75 
‘The breech prefenting with a flooding —— 76 
Td. the thighs to the Sacrum ; and the Pelvis diftorted 3 
Id. the thighs to the Pubis; a narrow Pelvis. — 80 


‘The body and arms delivered by a midwife —-—, 82 

‘The breech prefenting ——— 84 

The body delivered ; but the head flopped above Le | 

the Pelvis. . 

‘The breech prefented with a flooding, 1752. — 87 
fd. from Mr. Ayer of Bolton, Lincolnpbire, 1750: 85 

fd, the woman exceflively weal. 

id, with the thigh 


94 
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Nome. I. A delivery in the feventh month — 98 
‘The legs and breech prefenting ; the membranes 
whole : ae 
The arms lying.in the Vagina peetetinl 5 preemie (AOA, 
“The face prefenting : 105 
‘The pofition uncertain and tumefaction of the | 
Abdomen i cag 
Nump. II. A delivery in the fixth mugtith hee AT TO 
Id. in the feventh a flooding and the*Uterus tore 118 
An Hemorrhage in the eighth month, the Placenta t 
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The arm and fhoulder prefented ; with a flooding 125 

A woman attacked with flooding, the membranes ? , 9 
whole bee i 

Id. the Funis down before the head 130 

A flooding Cafe, the child delivered footling — 134 


dd. the Placenta prefented ee 138 
A flooding ; the Os Uterz tore = —— 139 
Id. the Placenta prefented, from Mr.G. ——~ 142 
dd. from Mr. Mudge of Plymouth, IAS 
fd. from the above gentleman 146 
dd. from the fame —— 147 
a = 149 


An Uterine Hemorrhage and delivery, from Mr. J. 

as a i 151 
Id. the Placenta prefented from Dr. D. sli 152 

Nuns. II. A’ woman attacked with convulfions 155 


da. 157 
fd. 159 
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The Uterus in a round form. 


Nums. I. The feet, hands, and Funis, in the Vagina 162 
fd, affifted with the Forceps 165 
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The hip prefenting a 168 
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head ‘ <— 


The arm without the Os externum ——- 172 
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affifted with the long Forceps — 174. 
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round form — * ti78 
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—_ 183 
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Id. the legs at the Fundus affitted with the noofe 196 


‘The arm prefenting 203 
{d. alittle woman and pendulous belly — 207 
"The breaft and both arms ee nina 210 
‘The face prefenting ——s= 213 
Ld. eee ——— 214 
"The head prefenting and both arms ——— 216 
Id. with the Funis in the Vagina pre 218 


Td. a diftorted Pelvis, the arm diflocated ——~- 220 
Id. the Abdomen to the left fide 223 
The head delivered according to Daventer’s me- 
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The arm prefenting, from Dr. Durban —— 226 
Id. from Mr. Mudge of Plymouth 228 
"The fhoulder with a pendulous Abdomen, dated P. 

from Mr, AZ. 
‘The chin prefenting, from Mr. F. dated P, — 233 
The head prefented. “A narrow Pelvis, Dr.G. — 235 
The arm prefenting, from Mr. G. of H. — 237 
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The knees prefenbng 24.1 
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‘The arm protruded and {welledin a narrow Pelvis 253 


Both the arms and breatt prefenting 258 
fd. the Feetus delivered piece-meal 259 
. A woman died undelivered Saeeatc eD. O 
The face prefenting 267 


Td. the patient exhadtted with flooding —— 269 
The head almoft feparated from the body —— 273 
Td. the Pelvis diftorted poset 275 
The Pelvis narrow ; the body delivered — 277 
From the Medical Effays of Edinburgh 
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of the womb in a laborious birth —_—— 
The fhoulders miftaken for the head, Mr. AZ of P. 295 
The Os Uteri {pipped and tore — 2097 
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The arm and Funis prefenting with a flooding - — 36d 
The face prefenting 308 
A dead Fatus much mortified .—— wns §— 204, 
A Hydrocephalus. a 310 
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Id. from the fame oeiidlowikie 315 
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The body pulled from the head of .a Fetus, and . 1320 
left in the Vagina 

‘The head left in the Uterus — ——- 323 

fd. the Pelvis diftorted 
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Id. from Mr. 4. of E. — —— 330 

Id. from Mr. C. of B. a et Oe 

Id. from Giffard and Lamotte i ibide 
COLLECTION XXXVII. 

‘Twins prefenting in the natural way: comme A334 


The firft child delivered with the pains, the fe- 5 336 
cond with the Forceps aur oe. 


‘The fecond child brought footling ee 338 
One child prefented with a hand ; the fecond 

with the feet wont 7 P 339 
T wo prefenting with the Nates 341 


The firft with the arm, the fecond wash the head 342 
Both prefenting in the preternatural abe: 
Three children delivered by Mr. P. ————— 44 
fd. ina letter to Dr. Harvie 3 

A Cafe of twins, from Mr. Giffara P's adaioxy 348 
From the Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences — 350 
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Mr. Pierce — t 
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dd. from the Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences, 6 
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qa. from A/auriceau and Lamotte 
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of a pPonne Siete 
Id. : 362 
Id. — 366 
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alive, Medical Effays, —— / 
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Memoirs of the Academy of furgeons —— 378 
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Id. sc SD — 380 
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id, with difficulty of urine, and in going to ftool did. 


fd. after delivery 389 
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ht ec | 


+e f & & 
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Fatal to the patient 422 
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